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Pagan Portals & Shaman Pathways


… an ever-growing library of shared knowledge.


Moon Books has created two unique series where leading authors and practitioners come together to share their knowledge, passion and expertise across the complete Pagan spectrum. If you would like to contribute to either series, our proposal procedure is simple and quick, just visit our website (www.MoonBooks.net) and click on Author Inquiry to begin the process.


If you are a reader with a comment about a book or a suggestion for a title we’d love to hear from you! You can find us at facebook.com/MoonBooks or you can keep up to date with new releases etc on our dedicated Portals page at facebook.com/paganportalsandshamanpathways/


‘Moon Books has achieved that rare feat of being synonymous with top-quality authorship AND being endlessly innovative and exciting.’
Kate Large, Pagan Dawn




Pagan Portals


Animal Magic, Rachel Patterson


An introduction to the world of animal magic and working with animal spirit guides


Australian Druidry, Julie Brett


Connect with the magic of the southern land, its seasons, animals, plants and spirits


Blacksmith Gods, Pete Jennings


Exploring dark folk tales and customs alongside the magic and myths of the blacksmith Gods through time and place


Brigid, Morgan Daimler


Meeting the Celtic Goddess of Poetry, Forge, and Healing Well


By Spellbook & Candle, Mélusine Draco


Why go to the bother of cursing, when a bottling or binding can be just as effective?


By Wolfsbane & Mandrake Root, Mélusine Draco


A study of poisonous plants, many of which have beneficial uses in both domestic medicine and magic


Candle Magic, Lucya Starza


Using candles in simple spells, seasonal rituals and essential craft techniques


Celtic Witchcraft, Mabh Savage


Wield winds of wyrd, dive into pools of wisdom; walk side by side with the Tuatha Dé Danann


Dancing with Nemetona, Joanna van der Hoeven


An in-depth look at a little-known Goddess who can help bring peace and sanctuary into your life


Fairy Witchcraft, Morgan Daimler


A guidebook for those seeking a path that combines modern Neopagan witchcraft with the older Celtic Fairy Faith


God-Speaking, Judith O’Grady


What can we do to save the planet? Three Rs are not enough. Reduce, reuse, recycle … and religion


Gods and Goddesses of Ireland,


Meet the Gods and Goddesses of Pagan Ireland in myth and modern practice


Grimalkyn: The Witch’s Cat, Martha Gray


A mystical insight into the cat as a power animal


Hedge Riding, Harmonia Saille


The hedge is the symbolic boundary between the two worlds and this book will teach you how to cross that hedge


Hedge Witchcraft, Harmonia Saille


Learning by experiencing is about trusting your instincts and connecting with your inner spirit


Hekate, Vivienne Moss


The Goddess of Witches, Queen of Shades and Shadows, and the ever-eternal Dark Muse haunts the pages of this poetic devotional, enchanting those who love Her with the charm only this Dark Goddess can bring


Herbs of the Sun, Moon and Planets, Steve Andrews


The planets that rule over herbs that grow on Earth


Hoodoo, Rachel Patterson


Learn about and experience the fascinating magical art of Hoodoo


Irish Paganism, Morgan Daimler


Reconstructing the beliefs and practices of pre-Christian Irish Paganism for the modern world


Kitchen Witchcraft, Rachel Patterson


Take a glimpse at the workings of a Kitchen Witch and share in the crafts


Meditation, Rachel Patterson


An introduction to the beautiful world of meditation


Merlin: Once and Future Wizard, Elen Sentier


Merlin in history, Merlin in mythology, Merlin through the ages and his continuing relevance


Moon Magic, Rachel Patterson


An introduction to working with the phases of the Moon


Nature Mystics, Rebecca Beattie


Tracing the literary origins of modern Paganism


Pan, Mélusine Draco


An historical, mythological and magical insight into the God Pan


Pathworking through Poetry, Fiona Tinker


Discover the esoteric knowledge in the works of Yeats, O’Sullivan and other poets


Runes, Kylie Holmes


The Runes are a set of 24 symbols that are steeped in history, myths and legends. This book offers practical and accessible information for anyone to understand this ancient form of divination


Sacred Sex and Magick, Web PATH Center


Wrap up ecstasy in love to create powerful magick, spells and healing


Spirituality without Structure, Nimue Brown


The only meaningful spiritual journey is the one you consciously undertake


The Awen Alone, Joanna van der Hoeven


An introductory guide for the solitary Druid


The Cailleach, Rachel Patterson


Goddess of the ancestors, wisdom that comes with age, the weather, time, shape-shifting and winter


The Morrigan, Morgan Daimler


On shadowed wings and in raven’s call, meet the ancient Irish Goddess of war, battle, prophecy, death, sovereignty, and magic


Urban Ovate, Brendan Howlin


Simple, accessible techniques to bring Druidry to the wider public


Your Faery Magic, Halo Quin


Tap into your Natural Magic and become the Fey you are


Zen Druidry, Joanna van der Hoeven


Zen teachings and Druidry combine to create a peaceful life path that is completely dedicated to the here and now


Shaman Pathways


Aubry’s Dog, Melusine Draco


A practical and essential guide to using canine magical energies


Black Horse White Horse, Mélusine Draco


Feel the power and freedom as Black Horse, White Horse guides you down the magical path of this most noble animal


Celtic Chakras, Elen Sentier


Tread the British native shaman’s path, explore the Goddess hidden in the ancient stories; walk the Celtic chakra spiral labyrinth


Druid Shaman, Danu Forest


A practical guide to Celtic shamanism with exercises and techniques as well as traditional lore for exploring the Celtic Otherworld


Elen of the Ways, Elen Sentier


British shamanism has largely been forgotten: the reindeer Goddess of the ancient Boreal forest is shrouded in mystery … follow her deer-trods to rediscover her old ways


Following the Deer Trods, Elen Sentier


A practical handbook for anyone wanting to begin the old British paths. Follows on from Elen of the Ways


Trees of the Goddess, Elen Sentier


Work with the trees of the Goddess and the old ways of Britain


Way of the Faery Shaman, Flavia Kate Peters


Your practical insight into Faeries and the elements they engage to unlock real magic that is waiting to help you


Web of Life, Yvonne Ryves


A new approach to using ancient ways in these contemporary and often challenging times to weave your life path




What people are saying about

The Hedge Druid’s Craft


Liminal places hold great power and deep magic; they are spaces between worlds, between times, and between states of being. Learning how to cross these boundaries brings insight, wisdom, and transformation. The Hedge Druid’s Craft by Joanna Van Der Hoeven presents a unique approach to spiritual practice which straddles the worlds between Witchcraft and Druidry, and lays out a clear pathway for those who seek to learn how to ride the hedge in their own work. While the book is filled with practical information, accessible tools, and inspired workings, it is van der Hoeven’s beautifully written sharings of her personal experiences and Otherworldly encounters which makes The Hedge Druid’s Craft truly shine.


Jhenah Telyndru, founder of the Sisterhood of Avalon and author of Avalon Within, The Avalonian Oracle, and Rhiannon: Divine Queen of the Celtic Britons


What a wonderful book! Written with real warmth and clarity, Joanna van der Hoeven explores the diverse practices of the hedge druid and its sister paths of Witchcraft Wicca and Druidry. Genuine, grounded and packed full of useful knowledge and techniques this book is a real find. Whilst sharing her personal experiences and insights Jo shows you all you need to work with ancestors and faeries, the world tree, animals and herbs and so much more to add a touch of the wild to your own practice and help you dive through the hedge and explore this path for yourself. A perfect introduction for the 21st century hedge rider.


Danu Forest, author of The Druid Shaman, The Magical Year, Celtic Tree Magic and more.


The Hedge Druid is a liminal figure, walking along the borders, spanning the realms of the formally-trained Druid and the self-taught cunning woman (or man). Joanna van der Hoeven brings us powerful inspiration for breaking down the boundaries in our own lives and letting magic seep into every corner. Packed full of rituals and lore to guide the reader on their own journey across the hedge, The Hedge Druid’s Craft offers a bounty of ideas for Pagans of many paths to re-enchant their lives.”


Laura Perry, author of Ariadne’s Thread: Awakening the Wonders of the Ancient Minoans in our Modern Lives, The Minoan Tarot & Ancient Spellcraft: From the Hymns of the Hittites to the Carvings of the Celts
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Introduction from the author


I have always been a Witch.


I have not always been a Druid.


I practice a mostly solitary form of Western Paganism, in which I would call myself a Hedge Druid and a Witch. Explaining this to others in everyday life would require a long and lengthy explanation, however, and so I normally simply state that I am a Druid. For me, the Hedge Druid is one who blends the natural lore and folk customs of the local area, alongside the teachings and mythology of the Celtic Druids to create his or her own path. In my own work, it’s a blend of what is often called Witchcraft, Wicca and Druidry: The Hedge Druid’s Craft.


For me, being a Witch is a natural thing, something that you are born with. It’s a talent, an ability, much like being musically or artistically proficient. That’s not to say that people can’t learn, but most Witches that I know, myself included, have always lived their lives a little differently, a little on the edge from the mainstream. It’s finding the magic and enchantment in everyday life. It’s about encounters with the Fair Folk. It’s about walking between the worlds. It’s about intuitively being able to communicate with animals, plants, or people on a deeper level than most are able to achieve.


Being a Druid is somewhat more akin to training, rather than intuition. The Classical writers have informed us that historically, the Druids took around nineteen years of study before they could claim the title of Druid. Now, I’m not saying that you have to study for nineteen years before you can call yourself a Druid today, though some Druids would disagree with me. It was said that those from the continent sent their best and brightest to the British Isles to train in Druid studies, which included mathematics, geography, language, biology, the arts and more. There is a sort of similarity between these studies and our own public education system. We get around 12 years of basic education, with a further 5-6 years of higher education on top of that, should we choose/are able to do so. So, that totals around 17-18 years of an education, at any rate. This forms a large part of our secular studying, in coming to learn more about the world wherein we live. But for the Druid it doesn’t stop there. We also immerse ourselves in the history and mythology of the Celts, of locality and the environment, and what we know of the Druids themselves, both ancient and modern. That helps us to round out our Druid training.


I studied Wicca when I first delved into Pagan studies. Wicca is the modern formal religion which is supposed to have derived from or at least inspired by the older form of Witchcraft. I was around eighteen or nineteen years old, and began performing solitary rituals, casting spells and dancing under the light of the full moon and honouring deity in a male and female form. I came to Druidry later in life, when I was in my thirties. At first, it seemed too dry and staid, and so I left Druidry behind and studied Buddhism and Zen for a few years. Then Druidry called me back. Through the teachings of a very wise (and wild) woman I found a strand of Druidry that spoke to my soul, of hiking deep into the forest and meeting the ancestors, feeling the draw and magnetic pull of the new moon, honouring the tides and times of life and questing the awen, or inspiration.


The three paths met, and have blended together for me in my own personal work. Externally, I have always simply called myself a Druid, and presented Druidry as I have learned it through my many teachers and research, study and practice. But internally, I have always honoured the wild witch inside, the one who can shape and change her fate, who knows where the badgers live, who talks to the crows flying overhead on their way home to their roosts, who casts spells by the seashore. I also honour my former Wiccan work and practice, which I found at a very crucial point in my life and which helped me to become the person I am today. This work is an expression of a very deep part of my life, and my soul, which I now share with you.


So, for me (and for the purposes of this book) the Hedge Druid’s Craft is for one who is intuitively a Witch, and who has also trained and studied as a Druid and a Wiccan. This differs from the common perception of a Hedge Druid, which is simply a solitary Druid, much as one would equate a Hedge Witch in a similar vein. This stems from the nineteenth-century term, “hedge priest”, which denoted a priest who was not dedicated or affiliated with a particular church, and who preached “from the hedgerow”. In the twentieth century, the term Hedge Witch was developed to denote a solitary witch, who was not affiliated to any particular tradition or coven. The author Rae Beth made the term “Hedge Witch” popular in the 1990s, and it is her work that has influenced many in a “hedge” practice and tradition. For this work, I would posit that the Hedge Druid’s Craft stems from a Hedge Witch who has trained in Druid studies, who is free to choose and practice their own tradition and honour the teachings and wisdom gleaned from nature, folklore, history, myth and religion. It is the term “Hedge” that we will investigate more deeply in this work, which may help to further clarify what I mean by the Hedge Druid’s Craft. It is about working with boundaries, with a foot in either world, living around the edges and working with liminal times and places. Yes, it is mostly a solitary endeavour, but there is so much more to it.


For all those whose paths meander and often overlap, to those who would not be constrained nor confined by labels, yet who seek some definition, perhaps this work will speak to you. If you are interested in Witchcraft, Wicca or Druidry, I also hope that this book will be of benefit. And to all who walk the wild ways, may we be the awen.


Joanna van der Hoeven


June 2017


www.joannavanderhoeven.com





Introduction from the illustrator


Dear reader, I would like to give you an insight into how I worked on the illustrations in this book. As a Druid I am interested in questing inspiration. I find that the process of co-creating with others is very close to the essence of inspiration or as well call it: Awen. Co-creating takes me into that state where I am listening to someone else, as well as fully being with my own truth. It’s like dancing or singing with someone or with a whole group of people.


First of all I read Jo’s beautiful words and opened up to the spontaneous flow of feelings, images and associations they invoked in me. I scribbled first sketches on a piece of paper and asked a few questions. That’s probably how most artists work, but the next step is a bit more unusual.


Since we are working with the hedge as the main theme of this book, I decided to go out and spend time in the hedge. Using the knowledge I gained through my Druid College apprenticeship I set out on a quest for inspiration. Since I live on a farm I see hedges all the time and I know most of them intimately, as I have repaired the fences along the hedgerows in my work, but this time I decided to meet the boundaries in a different way. I started by going to the oldest oak tree on the farm and sitting under his branches. Becoming still inside I asked the spirits of the place to guide me to a good spot, where I can learn more about the hedge and exchange inspiration. After a few minutes I felt a sense of direction in my body so I started walking, in a timeless state without any fixed destination. To my surprise I discovered areas of the farm that I had never seen before, hidden corners with badger dens, deer tracks and the same vibrant wilderness that I find in the forest. Noticing re-emerging childhood memories and daydreaming about the ancestors, the images and atmospheres started speaking to my soul. I sat down under a hawthorn tree, took out my favourite musical instrument and offered a song to the spirit of the hedge, acknowledging and celebrating its beauty and mystery.


I started sketching whilst sitting in the hedgerow, looking at bramble leaves, nettles and hazel, listening to the little stream and the cars in the background. The first pictures were based on pure observation, but after some time glimpses of the Otherworld pierced through my imagination. A sleepy leaf-and-earth-dragon looked at me from the other side of the stream, ancient stones started humming deep sounding vibrations and friendly birds pointed out certain features of the place that I had not yet noticed. I carried on sketching for most of the day and when I thought I finished my work I closed my eyes and relaxed. Not expecting anything I suddenly felt that someone was sending me a feeling of gratitude. Relaxing deeper, a scene appeared in my mind’s eye and I could see a huge white bramble flower held by plant-like hands of a transparent luminous quality. I could feel the sense of delicate care and love that these hands expressed towards the flower. I thought: “Is this a fairy?” then the scene faded away. I have to admit that I don’t know the answer to that question and to be honest I don’t want to know. In order to enjoy the cocreative process the subjective truth of my experience is enough for me. After offering another song I left the hedge with a bundle of sketches, ready to start working on the final version of the illustrations printed in this book.
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