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For Mum & Dad
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6:27am



‘WAKE UP!’

My eyelids spring wide open. My pupils dart around in a panic. An endless expanse of blue sky fills my view and I remember exactly where I am. I slam my eyes closed again.

‘WAKE UP, POO BOY!’

No. No. No. No. NO! I scrunch my eyelids tighter, trying to block out the light and the truth. But there’s no escaping the horrible reality of my current, TRAGIC situation.

I open my eyes and confirm the WORST.
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I am indeed lying in an inflatable raft…

DRAMATIC ZOOM OUT

… in the middle of who-knows-where ocean…
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… with HIM!
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THIS LIST BROUGHT TO YOU BY MY BIRTHDAY PRESENT
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Of ALL the people on the planet, Marvin would literally be the LAST person I would ever pick to be stuck in a raft with.

CHOOSE YOUR CREWMATE
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She would give me a hug and know what to do.
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He would make me laugh.
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I could use a real friend right now!
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I’d learn some new swear words for sure!
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Let’s face it, he would probably intentionally puncture the raft, but I really miss him!
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Celebrity survival expert from my fave show DUDE VS DEATH would save the day.
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She’s always so happy to see me! Good for raft morale.
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Never, never, ever! Not this guy. Please, NO! It’s almost as though sinister outside forces are controlling my life for their own personal twisted entertainment.









6:29am




Marvin is shaking me, but I realise his whole body is shaking too. His usual icy glare has been replaced by wide-eyed FEAR.
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‘WAKE UP! WAKE UP! WAKE UP!’ Marvin splutters.

‘I’m awake. I’M AWAKE! I’M AWAKE!’ I assure him.

‘Shhh… Shhh… Shhh…’ he’s stammering.

‘Now you’re SHUSHING me?!’

Marvin shakes his head and points out to the ocean. I follow the direction of his trembling finger. And then I see it. Slicing through the water. Headed straight for us.
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WARNING: Apex predators are closer than they appear.

Correction…
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How did I get myself into THIS SITUATION?
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That’s a VERY good question. I’m glad you asked. Let’s review the footage.
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Not THAT far back! I meant just last night. When I accidentally ejected from the plane…







LAST NIGHT




So my parachute has deployed, I’m casually minding my own business, gliding down towards an unknown but certainly terrible fate and then…
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… I cop a FACE FULL OF FEET!
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Super expensive and impossibly clean sneakers!



SERIOUSLY? I actually eject midair from a plane and I STILL can’t escape the guy who is deliberately ruining my life!
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Fighting whilst parachuting is actually much harder than it looks! Despite our best efforts, and some serious TRASH TALKING (sorry, Mum!), our aerial altercation doesn’t achieve much.
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We’re so engrossed in our sky-high SKIRMISH, we don’t even notice that we are RAPIDLY running out of sky until…
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We HIT the water, then everything happens in a BLUR.
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I peer over the edge to look for Marvin. His emergency raft hasn’t inflated. It’s floating on the water’s surface, SHRIVELLED up like one of Dad’s famous fried eggs (before his GROSS GREEN DIET).
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I spot Marvin, his arms FLAILING wildly, bobbing beneath the waves and GASPING for air. Our eyes lock.
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I CAN swim. I have the laminated certificates and a temporarily misplaced box of trophies to prove it!
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Without thinking, I dive into the water and grab Marvin, dragging him over to my raft. That’s the EASY part. Getting him INTO the raft is the hard part.
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It’s a STRUGGLE! After a few failed attempts, I eventually manage to hoist Marvin up into the life boat.

It might have involved giving him a major WEDGIE, but I had to do what I had to do. Promise I didn’t enjoy doing it! (Much.)
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We both flop, completely EXHAUSTED, onto the bouncy floor of the life boat and try to catch our breath.
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After the FRENZY of action, it’s now very still and quiet. The lightning storm has eased and the DARKNESS of the night surrounds us. Marvin has put on the one life vest, but the survival kit has been lost overboard. I’m suddenly feeling the seriousness of our situation BIG TIME!
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I’m a few shallow breaths away from full MELTDOWN mode when Marvin softly speaks, breaking the silence.
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I wasn’t expecting that. At all. It JOLTS me out of my panic spiral. I don’t know what to reply, but Marvin keeps talking in the same hushed tone.

‘And I’m sorry for being… well… being a bully.’
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Marvin is being nice and it doesn’t seem like an act for once! Did we land in an alternate parallel universe? Is this Opposite Land - or Ocean to be technical. Are we in the Bermuda Triangle? Wherever that is! I’m not sure, because I kind of tune out whenever Dad starts ranting about it. And, boy, does he love to RANT about it.
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I glance over at Marvin. I don’t see the slick, sneaky BULLY right now. I see a regular kid, just like me, shivering and SCARED.
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‘Why were you so mean to me?’ The question just pops out, but I genuinely want to know the answer.

Marvin shrugs and sighs. ‘Do you know what it’s like to be the school principal’s son? The WORST! I used to get teased, picked on and called names ALL the time.’
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‘Until I realised I could change the target to someone else. The weird kid. The different kid. The new kid. Anyone but me. It was easy. And then I just kind of kept doing it.’

I’m not sure it’s a great reason, or even a valid excuse, but it seems like an HONEST answer at least.

‘Can I ask you another question?’

Marvin nods.

‘Are you wearing Hoppy Doppy undies?’

Marvin turns bright red.
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‘They’re my LUCKY UNDIES!’ he blurts out.

‘You’re currently stranded in a glorified pool floatie in the middle of nowhere in the dead of night with me! I think we can officially rule out how lucky those undies are, Marvin.’

We both giggle a little bit.
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For some reason, I start to hum If You’re Hoppy and You Know It. And I feel marginally better. Marvin slowly joins in, and the humming gradually morphs into mumbling the lyrics, until eventually we’re both SINGING the song at the top of our lungs.
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At the end of the final chorus we both burst out LAUGHING uncontrollably.

‘That song is a CLASSIC!’ Marvin declares.

‘That’s what I always say!’ I laugh. ‘And Cloppy Doppy is the best!’ I continue with the Hoppy Doppy fan-boying.

Marvin abruptly stops laughing. His eyebrows are furrowed. His eyes cold. ‘You’re not serious, are you? Floppy Doppy is CLEARLY the greatest of all time.’

‘Cloppy Doppy has ALL the brains!’

‘Floppy Doppy has ALL the talent.’
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‘Cloppy Doppy!’

‘Floppy Doppy!’

‘CLOPPY DOPPY!’

‘FLOPPY DOPPY!’

‘CLOPPY. DOPPY!’

‘FLOPPY FULL STOP DOPPY EXCLAMATION MARK!’

‘C to the L to the O to the P to the P to the Y DOPPY!’

‘Capital F to the capital L to the capital O to the capital P to the capital P to the capital Y to the power of INFINITY times one hundred DOPPY!’

And then we’re fighting again, kicking and scratching over the best Hoppy Doppy…
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… until we collapse from exhaustion once more.

I turn my back to Marvin, who has now well and truly returned to the TOP SPOT on my Complete and Utter Pain in the Neck List, and I squeeze my eyes tightly closed.

I know there must be whole rescue teams desperately searching for us right now and any second we’ll be SAVED. I just need to hold on, stay calm and be patient.

Time to find MY HAPPY PLACETM in my head.

I imagine the warmth of Mum’s HUG as her arms wrap around me.
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I imagine Dad clutching his jiggling stomach, laughing as I point out you can rearrange the letters in RAFT to spell FART.

I imagine holding Captain Fluffykins - back when he used to be CUTE.

And somehow I drift off to sleep.
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6:30am




Which leads us right back to here…
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(Insert scary shark music here)

Correction…
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Relief washes over me. I’m NOT going to be featured in an upcoming, gory re-enactment scene in a SHARK WEEK nature documentary! PHEW!

VOICEOVER (whispered in posh accent):

‘At this point, Nature’s perfect killing machine devours the hapless human interlopers as though they are chicken nuggets at an all-you-can-eat buffet.’
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Despite Dad’s evil marine overlord conspiracy theories*, these dolphins seem very FRIENDLY. They dart and dive around the raft, occasionally leaping into the air in joyous arcs. Then they surround us in formation, lining their bodies up against the sides of the raft. The dolphins CLICK in unison and then swim, full speed ahead.
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