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Introduction


Make Freedom Your Foundation


If you believe in the strength of freedom as more than an ideal, you can find smart ways to exercise it in all parts of your life!


[image: images]


The United States was founded on what were, at the time, radical notions of personal freedom. European settlers who made the arduous journey across the Atlantic brought with them loyalty to their home monarchs and were remotely governed by them. Succeeding generations, though, born into this vast land of promise, increasingly valued self-government and began to chafe under the thumb of distant rulers.


The result, as we know, was the Declaration of Independence and the hard-won establishment of a new country where every citizen was born with certain unalienable rights—rights that could not be taken away—including the right to freely live a life of their own choosing. It cannot be overstated how revolutionary this idea was.


We are now almost 250 years into this great experiment with freedom and democracy, and while our rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness remain, the growth of government at all levels, from community to federal, strains our ability to enjoy those rights. Advancing technology threatens not just our personal freedom but also our right to keep our thoughts, desires, and actions private. Increasing overlap and cooperation between law enforcement, government agencies, and tech companies puts nearly every aspect of our private lives under the eye of others, for their profit or for social control.


[image: images]


If you’re concerned about this erosion of individual liberty and privacy, it’s time for your own personal revolution. The Freedom Bible is here to help you get started. In its pages you’ll learn about government and corporation intrusions large and small, and find actionable steps you can take to regain control of your own life. Don’t wait another day.
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Airport Security


Fly Freely within Your Rights


Travel these days can seem filled with screenings, rules, and sometimes roadblocks. Do you know what’s truly required and how you can fly through airport checkpoints easier?


[image: images]


Courts in the United States have repeatedly found that the constitutional right to travel does not encompass the right to travel by any specific method. You are free to move about the country, but if you want to fly you’ll have to play by the TSA and airline rules.


That said, you do still have rights as a US citizen, whether flying domestically or returning from overseas. As in all situations where you are dealing with governmental bureaucracy and its representatives (whose training, experience, and attitudes vary greatly from one person to another), your best bet is to know your rights and advocate for yourself while remaining calm and respectful. Let your emotions get the better of you and you may find yourself grounded.


What Is a Passenger Name Record (PNR)?


When you book a flight, regardless of whether you do so directly with the airline or through an online travel agent, a passenger name record, or PNR, is created. The PNR will contain your name, flight numbers, email address, and other basic info, as well as anything added later, such as seat and meal selection. If you are flying into, out of, or within the United States, your PNR will be transmitted to US Customs and Border Protection (CBP), where it will remain for up to fifteen years or until any relevant law enforcement action against you is completed. Your PNR may be shared with other governmental agencies, and you may request a copy of your PNR.


TSA Is Not Law Enforcement, but CBP Is


The Transportation Security Agency (TSA) is in charge of security of all means of transportation in the United States, but the agency is best known for its role in security screening of air travelers and their belongings.


TSA is not a law enforcement agency, and TSA agents are not police officers. They can’t arrest you, but they can search you and your belongings and ask you questions about where you’ve been, where you’re going, and the purpose of your travel. As a US citizen, you don’t have to answer questions about your religious or political beliefs, and if an agent tries to pressure you into answering these kinds of questions you should ask to speak to their supervisor.




DID YOU KNOW?







TSA can’t arrest you, but they can search you and your belongings and ask questions.





Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the agency that screens you when you enter the United States, is a law enforcement agency. While they are not allowed to profile you according to your race, religion, national origin, or other personal characteristics, CBP does not need reasonable suspicion to detain you or search you or your belongings.


Security and Scanning Methods


[image: images]


Body Scanners


Scanners currently used in the United States use millimeter wave (MMW) imaging technology that penetrates clothing but no deeper, and highlights areas of concern on a generic human outline. Those areas must then be checked by a TSA agent. MMW scanners don’t use X-rays and don’t reveal personal details.


Walk-Through Metal Detectors and Wands


Metal detectors and wands use magnetic fields to detect the presence of metallic items. They utilize nonionizing radiation, which is not harmful.


Opting Out of Scanners and Metal Detectors


You have the right to opt out of body scanners and metal detectors, but if you do you will be subject to a pat-down. During a pat-down you have the right to request:




[image: images] The pat-down be performed by an officer of the same gender


[image: images] A private screening, accompanied by a person of your choice


[image: images] A chair if you need one







DID YOU KNOW?







You have the right to opt out of body scanners and metal detectors, but you will be subject to a pat-down.





Opting Out for Medical Reasons


Pacemakers and implanted defibrillators are probably safe to go through metal detectors and scanners, but consult with your health care provider before flying and if there are any doubts, opt out of scanners, metal detectors, and handheld wands and request a pat-down instead. You can print out a TSA notification card and write in your medical condition or disability; this notifies TSA agents that you will require accommodation but doesn’t exempt you from screening.


Swabbing for Explosives


It is considered virtually impossible to avoid getting some residue on the outside of a bag or device after you’ve put together an IED (improvised explosive device). The residue sticks to the hands and is transferred to the outside of the bag or container, so if you are selected for this kind of additional screening you’ll have your hands and your bag or device swabbed.


Screening of Carry-On Bags


If you belong to a trusted traveler program such as TSA PreCheck, you’ll be able to send your belongings through the X-ray machine without taking anything out. Otherwise, you’ll have to remove your electronics, your quart-size bag of liquids, and possibly your shoes, and place them in separate plastic bins for screening.


[image: images]


If an agent sees something suspicious or hard to identify, they may pull your bag aside, open it, and look for the item in question. You’ll be able to watch them do this but you won’t be able to touch your bag as they search it.


Some US airports are starting to switch from X-ray machines to CT machines for screening carry-on bags. Because CT images are more informative than X-rays, you can leave your liquids and electronics in your bag. The downside is that CT scans are much slower and can drag out the screening process.


Exceptions to Limits on Liquids


TSA regulations generally restrict the amount of liquids you can carry on to individual items of no more than 100 milliliters each, and no more items than you can fit in a one-quart zip-top bag. However, liquids (such as breastmilk, formula, juice, and liquid nutrition), gels, and pastes necessary for infant nutrition or medical conditions are exempt from limitations on quantity, as are ice packs or other means of cooling the liquids.


Screening of Checked Bags


After you check your bag at the counter, it will be screened before it is loaded onto the plane. Several screening methods are used.




[image: images] X-rays. All checked bags are X-rayed.


[image: images] Dogs. Canine agents are generally trained to detect drugs or explosives, although some are also trained to sniff out cash, wildlife, animal horns, or plants.


[image: images] CT scanning. Slower than X-rays, CT scans give three-dimensional images and are usually reserved for suspicious bags. (For example, your bag might go directly to CT if you pay cash for a one-way ticket at the ticket counter.)







DID YOU KNOW?







Some canine agents are trained to sniff out cash, wildlife, animal horns, or plants.





Your checked bag may be opened and inspected; if it is, you will find a notice placed inside the bag when you pick it up. If you have a luggage lock that is labeled TSA-compliant, they will be able to open it with a master key provided by the manufacturer. Otherwise, they will cut the lock. You can lodge a complaint with TSA if you believe something has been lost or damaged during the search.




Help or Hoax?


DHS Traveler Redress Inquiry Program (TRIP)


If you are denied boarding because your name is similar to someone on the no-fly list, or if you are repeatedly selected for additional screening but don’t think you should be, you can apply for redress. If investigation finds you are not in fact on either watchlist, you’ll be assigned a redress number you can add to flight bookings to avoid future problems.


Some number of people are going to be randomly chosen for additional screening every day, though, and being chosen once in a while doesn’t mean you’re on a list. Having a redress number won’t necessarily exempt you from ever being chosen at random.





Terrorist Watchlist


The US government Terrorist Screening Database (also known as the terrorist watchlist) is maintained by the FBI. For security reasons, you won’t be told if you are on the watchlist.


There are two subsets of the watchlist:




[image: images] No-fly list. If you’re on it, you will not be permitted to board a plane that flies to, from, over, or within the United States.


[image: images] Selectee list. If you’re on this list, you will be subjected to additional screening before being allowed to board.





The Difference Between Domestic and International Travel


When you fly domestically, your rights regarding TSA’s ability to detain and search you are similar to those you enjoy when you’re at home. But when you are returning to the United States from another country, the airport you fly into is considered a border crossing, and the actions that can be taken by border agents are considerably more intrusive.




DID YOU KNOW?







When returning to the United States, you may be asked to unlock your electronic devices or provide your password(s) so agents may unlock them.





For example, you may be asked to unlock your electronic devices or provide your password(s) so agents may unlock them. As a citizen, you may not be denied entry into the United States if you refuse to comply, but you may be detained for lengthy screening and your devices may be seized for further investigation. To protect your privacy:




[image: images] Travel with as few devices as possible.


[image: images] Don’t store on your device(s) emails, chats, photos, or other files you want to keep private.


[image: images] If asked for your password, try to enter it yourself rather than disclosing it.


[image: images] If you must give up your password, change it as soon as possible.





Programs for Expedited Security and Border Clearance


[image: images]


If you fly frequently, you may choose to enroll in TSA PreCheck (for domestic travel) or Global Entry (for international travel). These programs provide special lines to help you speed through security screening and border control, but they do require you to undergo significant screening beforehand. The idea is for the federal government to become well enough acquainted with you to decide you are not a threat, rewarding you with faster security clearance with no need to remove your shoes, liquids, and electronics.


TSA PreCheck


In addition to filling out an application and paying a fee, you must appear in person to be fingerprinted and have your identity and citizenship confirmed. PreCheck is available at most, but not all, US airports and with most airlines. You are not entirely exempt from additional screening with PreCheck, and it is possible that from time to time your boarding pass will not display the PreCheck logo and you will have to go through the regular security line.


Global Entry


Global Entry offers expedited entry into the United States from another country and is more expensive than TSA PreCheck. But when you sign up for Global Entry, TSA PreCheck is included with the fee. As with PreCheck, Global Entry requires an in-person interview to confirm your identity and citizenship.


NEXUS


NEXUS is an expedited entry program for entry into Canada and the United States. Currently just $50 for five years, NEXUS gives access to TSA PreCheck and Global Entry in both countries and covers land, air, and marine entry points. The only downside is that because the focus is on travel between Canada and the United States, the locations for the mandatory in-person interview are all located along the US northern border.


[image: images]


SENTRI


The SENTRI program allows you to use special expedited lanes when returning to the United States from Mexico by land, but not when entering Mexico from the United States. SENTRI users are also allowed to use the expedited NEXUS lanes when entering the United States from Canada.


Resources for Travel with Less Hassle


Passenger Name Record (PNR)


cbp.gov/travel/clearing-cbp/passenger-name-record


Find out what’s in your PNR, who can access it, and how you can get a copy.


Security Screening–TSA


tsa.gov/travel/security-screening


Get all the details directly from TSA.


[image: images]


Fly Rights


transportation.gov/airconsumer/fly-rights


Read up on your rights when traveling by air, from the US Department of Transportation.


Rights at Airport Screenings and Checkpoints


elsevier.com/connect/what-are-your-rights-at-airport-screenings-and-checkpoints


See what a civil liberties lawyer and former Department of Homeland Security advisor has to say about your rights.


TSA PreCheck


tsa.gov/precheck


Learn about and apply for TSA PreCheck, the program for expedited security screening for domestic travel.


Global Entry Information Guide


cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/globalentry-info-guide.pdf


Learn about and apply for Global Entry, the program for expedited entry to the United States.









[image: images]


American-Made Products


Buy American!


Free yourself from overseas dependence, choose high-quality, safe products, and protect American jobs. You have the power in your everyday purchasing decisions!


There are many reasons Americans may choose to buy American-made products: doing so supports American workers and protects American jobs, keeps money from sales and business taxes in the country, and may be easier on the environment due to reduced shipping distances.


But what advantage does the “Made in the USA” label offer to you, as an individual? Why should you go out of your way to find and buy products that are American made?


Know the American Advantages


Perhaps the most obvious benefit to buying American-made products is that it reduces your dependence on goods from overseas. This has never been more of an issue than during the COVID pandemic, when supply chain disruptions led to shortages of everything from tortillas to computer chips. Suddenly the abstract became concrete, as everyday people faced empty store shelves and long delays in delivery of larger items such as cars and couches.




GOOD FOR YOU!







Buying American-made products reduces your dependence on goods from overseas.





Of course, American-made products may still rely on some components that originate in other countries, and supplies of those components may still be delayed from time to time. But overall, buying American means you’re more likely to be able to get the things you need, when you need them.


Another advantage to buying American is knowing products made here are subject to stringent safety and suitability requirements. We may chafe against the burden governmental regulations place on businesses, and some companies may even move manufacturing abroad because of them. But some other countries—China, for example—have such lax safety standards that products made there may actually be dangerous for you and your family.


[image: images]


The Meaning of “Made in the USA”


What does it mean for a product to be American made? What’s behind the “Made in the USA” label? You won’t be surprised to know there’s a governmental agency responsible for making that determination.


The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) was created in 1914 with the mission of protecting consumers and promoting fair business practices. One of its tasks is making sure anything labeled “Made in the USA” is, in fact, “all or virtually all” made in the United States. For the most part, American-made products don’t have to be labeled as such, but the FTC will take action against a company that states or implies its products are made in the United States when they are not. You should also know:




[image: images] Certain categories of goods are subject to separate federal statutes that require country-of-origin labeling, even if the country of origin is the United States. These include automobiles and textile, wool, and fur products.


[image: images] To earn the “Made in the USA” label, a product must be “all or essentially all” made in the United States. This means it must be assembled in the United States, mostly with components made in the United States. Some parts may be sourced from other countries, as long as their cost and importance to the final product are negligible.


[image: images] Companies are free to create product labels that indicate some domestic content or processing, even if the product doesn’t qualify as “Made in the USA.” For example, the label may say the product is assembled in the United States from imported parts, or that it contains a specified percentage of American-sourced components.


[image: images] “Made in the USA” labels don’t have to be preapproved by the FTC before they are applied to goods; in most cases, it’s up to each company to state their product’s country of origin honestly. (With the exception, of course, of automobiles and textile, wool, and fur products, as mentioned above.) Beware of labels and branding that tout American values and suggest an item is made in the United States without actually saying so.
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How to Tell If a Product Is Made in the USA


The best way to ensure you are getting truly American-made goods is to trust the seller, whether that’s a retailer or the manufacturer itself. It’s to your advantage to foster a relationship with the companies you do business with, rather than going for the cheapest goods from the biggest stores.


That said, how can you tell if a product you’re interested in is made in the United States? Some level of trust in the company is still needed, but here are a few places to look for this important information.




DID YOU KNOW?







US Customs and Border Protection requires all imported products to be labeled with the country of origin.





Look on the Product Itself


US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) requires all imported products to be labeled with the country of origin. This makes determining that an item is not American made pretty easy. CBP regulations say the country of origin label must be on a tag or on the item itself, easily found by a casual observer, and not likely to fall off accidentally. If you can’t find a country of origin label, the product is probably made in the United States. There’s not much chance a company will leave you guessing about that, though—if it’s American made, it will probably be proudly labeled as such.


Read the Online Retailer’s Product Information


Not every online retailer will include country of origin in the information for each product, but many will. When shopping online, scroll down the product page for a section called “Product Information,” “Product Details,” or something similar. If the country of origin isn’t stated, see if there’s a section where customers can ask questions—“Where is this made?” will almost always be asked by at least one person.


Check the Company Website


Virtually every business in the United States now has a website of some kind. Check the company’s site for an “About Us” tab, which should give information about when and where the company was founded, its mission and philosophy, and why it makes or sells the products it does. You can also look for a “Contact Us” tab, or look at the very bottom of the site’s landing page, to see if the company and its employees are based in the United States.


Call the Company


As a last resort, you can go old school: Call the company and ask if their products are American made. This was easier to do pre-pandemic, when you had a better chance of having your call answered by a live operator of some kind. Now you may have to go through several layers of option selections before reaching an actual human. If you go this route, your best bet is to try to reach someone in sales or marketing.




Help or Hoax?


UPC Codes


Universal Product Codes (UPCs) were introduced in the 1970s to track grocery items but are now everywhere, on virtually everything you buy. The familiar machine-readable pattern of black and white stripes with human-readable numeric codes at the bottom provide information about a product’s type, its manufacturer, and its individual identity. You may have heard that the code also carries information about the product’s country of origin, making it easy for a savvy consumer to see right away where an item was made. While there’s a grain of truth in this belief, it won’t help you determine whether an item is made in the United States. To understand why, let’s take a look at a typical linear, or one-dimensional, barcode.


The first digit on the left designates the kind of product, and the kind of code that will follow. Zero is a common first digit for general retail goods. Specialty goods, such as pharmaceuticals, have different initial digits. The next set of numbers indicates the product’s manufacturer, and the second set identifies the individual product. The final digit off to the right is a check digit, part of a mathematical process that confirms the previous string of numbers is correct. (Credit card numbers also have check digits; that’s how an online service or retailer knows you’ve entered a valid number.)





Resources to Help You Buy American


Businesses and websites do come and go, but at the time of publication these sites are available to help you choose American-made companies and products.




What about the country of origin? The first two or three digits of the manufacturer’s identification do indicate which country the company that bought the UPC code is based in—but that’s it. The product itself could have been made anywhere in the world, and there’s nothing in the UPC code telling you that.


[image: images]


So if your goal is to buy from an American company—even if it imports its products from another country—the UPC code will help you with that. Country codes are set by GS1, a company that sets barcode standards and issues UPCs around the world. Per the GS1 website, codes for manufacturers based in the United States include:


00001–00009


0001–0009


001–009


030–039


060–139


For other country codes, visit the GS1 website at gs1.org/standards/id-keys/company-prefix.





All American Reviews


allamericanreviews.com


This website researches and reviews companies and their American-made products, but doesn’t sell them. Reviews include information on each company’s history and manufacturing practices, along with details about specific products.


How to Buy American


howtobuyamerican.com


This is the website of Roger Simmermaker, author of How Americans Can Buy American: The Power of Consumer Patriotism. While the book focuses on identifying American companies rather than American-made products, the website includes articles about international trade as well as links to companies that sell American-made products.


MadeInAmerica.org


madeinamerica.org


This nonprofit states its mission is to change consumer behavior through education, working with organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce to encourage Americans to buy American.


[image: images]


Made in America Movement


themadeinamericamovement.com


This organization works with American companies and consumers to promote American businesses. Its website provides links to companies they have vetted and approved.


Made in USA Forever


madeinusaforever.com


This California-based company sells American-made products with a stated desire to protect America’s future by keeping production and jobs in the country.


Strictly USA


strictlyusa.com


This Colorado-based company sells only products it has determined are truly American made and that meet its standards of quality and usefulness.
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Arrest and Questioning


Know Your Rights in a Police Encounter


Prepare now so you don’t panic or put yourself in an incriminating position! Knowing your rights in all the different types of police stops can help you navigate a law enforcement encounter with calm and confidence.


If you feel unprepared to interact with police, you’re not alone. Now is a great time to put in a little reading and research to know the law and your options before you need them. Coming face to face with a law enforcement officer can’t always be avoided, even when you are minding your own business and innocent of any crime. Although state and local laws vary, you can rely on some general guidelines and legal knowledge if you find yourself being approached by a police officer who wants to talk to you or take you into custody.


What’s Permissible for You and the Police?


Having to stop what you are doing and interact with a law enforcement officer may be inconvenient at best and life-changing at worst. Your detailed rights during such an encounter depend on your state’s laws, but there are some basic principles to keep in mind.


Levels of Permitted Intrusion


Each kind of law enforcement interaction has its own criteria for how long the interaction can last, what police can demand of you, and what rights you retain. A major factor in the different encounters is how intrusive the officer’s behavior can be and, critically, whether they can lawfully search you and seize your property.


[image: images]


Consensual Interaction


A police officer may stop anyone in a public place and initiate conversation. They may ask questions about whether you’ve seen someone they’re looking for, for example, or even just start a friendly chat. In this kind of situation, your consent to engage is required and you may simply walk away if you want to.




[image: images] How long can it last? This is entirely up to you, as you are free to walk away.


[image: images] Can they search you? No.





Community Caretaking Encounter


A community caretaking encounter is one in which a police officer has reason to believe you need help or are an immediate threat to public safety. This kind of encounter is separate from any kind of investigation into criminal activity—it is about offering assistance, not solving crime.




DID YOU KNOW?







There are some police interactions from which you’re completely free and within your rights to walk away.







[image: images] How long can it last? As long as it takes to make sure you are safe and receive any needed help (transport to a hospital, for example).


[image: images] Can they search you? Depending on the circumstances, it might be argued that you need to be frisked for weapons as a matter of safety. The Supreme Court has ruled, though, that police performing a welfare check do not have carte blanche to search your home.
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Detention/“Terry Stop”


Named for a 1968 court case, a Terry stop is one in which a police officer has reasonable suspicion that you are engaging, have engaged, or are about to engage in illegal activity. In a Terry stop you are being detained—you are not free to go—but have not been arrested. The purpose of this kind of stop is to investigate whether the officer’s suspicion is valid.




[image: images] How long can it last? A Terry stop must be brief. A general rule of thumb is no more than 20 minutes, but that isn’t set by law. The purpose of this kind of stop is to determine whether a higher level of intrusion is called for. If it goes on for too long, it may become an arrest, even if that isn’t the officer’s intention.


[image: images] Can they search you? During a Terry stop, an officer can, for their own safety, frisk your outer clothing (a “Terry frisk”) to make sure you’re not carrying a weapon. They must have a reason, based on prior experience or knowledge, to think that might be the case. However, if they find drugs or other illegal items during the frisk they can seize them as evidence (and likely progress to an arrest).





Traffic Stop


A traffic stop is, in essence, a kind of Terry stop. You are not free to avoid the encounter; refuse to produce your license, registration, or proof of insurance when they are requested; or drive away when you want to. (See page 82 for more detailed information on traffic stops.)




[image: images] How long can it last? Only as long as it takes to perform the tasks involved—checking your documents, making sure you don’t have an outstanding warrant, issuing a ticket, etc.


[image: images] Can they search you? They can search your vehicle if they have reasonable suspicion that you are engaging in unlawful activity, for their own safety if they have reason to believe you may be armed, or if they can plainly see evidence of a crime.





[image: images]


Arrest


While detention requires reasonable suspicion that you may be, may have been, or may be about to engage in unlawful activity, an arrest requires probable cause—reason to believe your involvement in criminal activity is likely.




[image: images] How long can it last? That’s entirely open-ended.


[image: images] Can they search you? Yes.





Identifying Yourself to Police


Currently, twenty-four states have “stop and identify” statutes that allow police to demand identification if they have reasonable suspicion that you are involved in illegal activity. If a police officer asks you for your identification, ask if you are being detained or if you are free to go. If they say you are free to go, you don’t need to produce identification, even in stop and identify states.






GOOD FOR YOU!







Always ask if you are being detained or if you are free to go.








Answering Police Questions


Beyond possibly having to identify yourself, you do not have to answer any question a law enforcement officer asks you. If you are not comfortable answering questions, ask if you are being detained or if you are free to go. If you are being detained, you’ll probably want to talk to a lawyer before the police. If you are not being detained, you can walk away without talking at all.


What Are Miranda Rights?


Named after a 1966 Supreme Court case, the Miranda warning (“You have the right to remain silent. . . .”) is intended to remind you of your Fifth Amendment right not to incriminate yourself. If you are arrested, before they question you the police must make sure you understand you don’t have to talk to them, and that you can ask to have a lawyer present before saying anything. If they don’t, your answers to their questions—even if you confess to a crime and tell them everything—may not be used as evidence if you go to trial.


Understand Civil Asset Forfeiture


If you are convicted of a crime, law enforcement can seize money or other property that you obtained as a result of your criminal activity. This is called criminal asset forfeiture and it’s part of the punishment.


[image: images]


Very different from criminal forfeiture is civil asset forfeiture. Laws vary, but generally civil asset forfeiture does not require a criminal conviction. In some cases it doesn’t even require criminal charges to be filed. Law enforcement only needs to show by a preponderance of the evidence that the forfeited property was likely involved in criminal activity.


Limited Legal Rights


In an interesting variation of the usual legal process, the law enforcement entity initiating the forfeiture is the plaintiff, and the property itself is the defendant. If your property is seized by civil asset forfeiture, you are merely a claimant and typically have no right to legal representation. (One possible exception to your right to legal representation is if the property being seized is your residence.)


Once property has been forfeited, it is unlikely to ever be returned, even if you prove you were not involved in criminal activity. The claim of connection to criminality is against the property itself rather than against you, its owner. Property is usually sold at auction and the proceeds, along with any forfeited cash, may either go directly to law enforcement or to other public agencies.


The Easiest Target


Property seized by forfeiture ranges from vehicles to homes, but seizure of large amounts of cash is probably the forfeiture most likely to affect the average citizen. There are perfectly legal reasons for a person to carry a large amount of cash from one place to another, but in the eyes of law enforcement, doing so is inherently suspicious. The laws of many states make it easy to justify a seizure of cash, and hard to get it back.


Resources to Help You Know Your Rights


At the time of publication, these sites can help you stay up-to-date on your rights in interactions with law enforcement officers.


American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)


aclu.org/know-your-rights


The ACLU provides information on what to do when facing questions from law enforcement—including police stops but also law enforcement at airports.




Help or Hoax?


Taking It to Court


In the cases of rights violations mentioned in this chapter, is it ever advised or productive to take the case to court to fight? Here’s the current legal and real-life perspective.


Historically, if you incriminated yourself when you had not been advised of your Miranda rights and your statements were used inappropriately, you could sue the police. In 2022, though, the Supreme Court ruled that the right to a Miranda warning did not include the right to seek redress if your rights are violated when the Miranda warning is withheld.


If you face civil asset forfeiture, your only recourse is to contest it in court. Legal proceedings of this type can be lengthy, complicated, and expensive, and you risk exposing yourself to additional police scrutiny. Many who have lost money or property decide fighting forfeiture just isn’t worth it. If you do decide to contest civil asset forfeiture, get professional legal advice, and do it quickly—you’ll have a limited amount of time before your property is gone forever.





Nolo


nolo.com


Nolo has an extensive library of free legal articles—including an encyclopedia that helps define terms such as arrest versus detention. The site search makes it simple to find what you need.
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