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INTRODUCTION

Our lives are governed by numbers. Not the evanescent assumptions of the numerologist, but the widely applied codified numerical systems underlying our very existence.

Aside from among our family and friends, we are known not by name but identified by our social security number. We are located by the numbers in our home address. We are contacted via our telephone number. At birth, our readiness for joining the world at large is condensed into our Apgar score. In school we are graded one to one hundred and tested for IQ. Our entry to college is in part determined by our SATs, and once enrolled, our progress is monitored by our GPAs. We travel via flight numbers. We relax and/or seek our fortune by trying to pick winning Lotto numbers or attempting to control the numbers on a pair of dice or on a roulette wheel; sometimes we try to outthink the house in playing blackjack, aka twenty-one.

Our medical status report is replete with numerical estimates of our BP; our CBC, WBC, RBC, and PLT; our LYM, HDL, and LDL; for men, a PSA, and for women, an FSH or TSH. When we decide to redecorate our homes, we may refer to colors by name, but we order paint by number. In a neighborhood pub, those assembled will likely be discussing stats relating to the sport of choice. In an accident we exchange license numbers and insurance numbers. And so it is in just about every realm of human experience.

Society simply could not function in the absence of welldefined, mutually accepted number systems.

Numbers serve two functions: They may denote measurements (i.e., the weight of a box of cookies or the capacity of a gas tank) or designations (i.e., the address of a building or the number on a football player’s jersey). Thus, they both quantify and identify. Some numbers take on meaning beyond their capacity to count or to name; for example, 7 is seen as lucky, 13 as unlucky, 666 as unholy.

Acknowledging that numbers describe us and rule us, this book examines the various meanings of numbers, and, more specifically, the associations each number conveys to us. Thus, 7 may refer to the number of dwarfs who accompany Snow White, the international calling code for Russia, the wonders of the ancient world, or even a winning roll of the dice. Or 40 could bring to mind the days of Lent, the atomic number of zirconium, the value of Roman XL, or even Mickey Mantle’s record number of home runs in World Series games.

We limit our scope to the numbers 0 to 100. The range could obviously be extended upward, but the restraints of space demand prudence in setting the bounds of our coverage. Within our chosen parameters, we make no attempt to be exhaustive, but rather selective in choosing what seem to be the most interesting, most instructive, at times best known, at times most obscure, items.

This book is intended to serve as a Baedeker of meaningful numbers. Its 7,500 entries were extensively researched to include items from history, religion, mythology, current events, government, law, several sports, music, theater, movies, children’s games, geography, literature, medicine, art, pop culture, and just about every field of endeavor one can mention. It should prove valuable in generating some interesting conversation, in provoking some arguments, and maybe even in settling a few. And it will no doubt be a boon to trivia enthusiasts by providing an unending supply of challenging minutiae, some trivial, some not so.

Items are accurate (at least we strove for such) as of the date the manuscript went into production, but some (such as sports records or the states’ allotment of congressional seats) will possibly be outdated by the time the book comes off press. Given the mass of data, the inclusion of some errors is virtually inescapable, but we trust they are few. If you, the reader, find any, please convey them to the author through the publisher so corrections can be made in later printings.

Now, let us conclude this overview as all news stories once did: 30, 30, 30.





NUMBERPEDIA


00


	retired basketball jersey number of:

	➱ Johnny Moore, retired by the San Antonio Spurs.

	➱ Robert Parish, retired by the Boston Celtics.





	shirt number worn by hockey player John Davidson, New York Rangers goalie, for one season in the 1970s.

	shirt number worn by hockey player Martin Biron in his rookie season as Buffalo Sabres goalie, 1995-96.






0


	in astrology, the number 0 is ruled by the dwarf planet Pluto.

	ISBN group identifier for books published in English-speaking ares: Australia, English-speaking Canada, Gibraltar, Ireland, New Zealand, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Swaziland, U.S., UK, and Zimbabwe (shared with 1).

	lowest season batting average of a major league pitcher (baseball record): Bob Buhl’s BA was = .000 in 1962, at bat once for Milwaukee Braves, sixty-nine times for Chicago Cubs, all in thirty-five games. He struck out thirty-six times.

	nothing, nil, zero.

	number of actors in Samuel Beckett’s play, Breath, which lasts thirty-five seconds and has no dialogue. First performed in Glasgow at the Close Theatre Club, October 1969.

	pH of concentrated hydrochloric acid, the most acidic substance.

	shirt number worn by hockey player Paul Bibeault, playing for the Montreal Canadiens as a backup goalie during the 1942–43 season.

	shirt number worn by hockey player Neil Sheehy, playing defense for the Hartford Whalers in 1988.



Anton Bruckner’s Symphony No. 0



	“Die Nullte” symphony (in D minor).



ceiling zero



	a pilot’s term for weather condition in which heavy cloud cover totally obscures the field of view.



Ceiling Zero



	fast-paced 1935 film about commercial flyers, starring James Cagney and Pat O’Brien. Directed by Howard Hawks from a stage play by Frank “Spig” Wead, who also wrote the screenplay.



goose egg



	slang for a score of zero; applicable to several sports and games.



ground zero



	the exact point at which an explosion occurs.



null set



	in mathematics, a set (i.e., a class of definable items) entries in it; written [0].



zero



	a person or thing of no importance; a nonentity.



Zero



	a Japanese fighter plane in World War II, produced by the Mitsubishi Corporation.



zero degrees Celsius



	temperature at which water freezes (= 32 degrees Fahrenheit).



zero hour



	time when a military operation is scheduled to begin.






1/4


	proportion of nickel in a U.S five-cent piece (three-quaters is copper).



farthing



	one-quarter of a penny (obsolete British coin).



quarter



	U.S coin worth twenty-five cents, a quarters-dollar, in circulation since 1796.



quarter-bottle



	champagne measure = 187 ml, called a split.



quarter days



	in the Middle Ages, traditional days in the British Isles when the quarterly rent was due.



quarter-eagle



	$2.50 gold U.S. coin, minted from 1796 to 1929.President






1/3


	at his inaugural address on January 20, 1937, President Franklin D.Roosevelt, focusing on his objectives of social justice, said, “I see one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill-clad, ill-nourished . . .”






1/2


	the number of Haiuri, the half-god of the Xhosa people of South Africa, who has only one eye, one ear, one arm, and one leg.



better half



	a person’s spouse.



half



	U.S. coin worth fifty cents, a half-dollar, in circulation since 1794.



half a loaf is better than none



	a phrase meaning: If you can’t get it all, be satisfied with what you can get.



half-and-half



	(a) a coffee additive composed of milk and half light cream.

	(b) in Britain, a mixed drink, usually half ale and halfporter.



half-assed



	(adj.) insufficient, disorganized, inept; done with insufficient planning or forethought.



half-baked



	(adj.) ill-conceived, stupid.



half-bottle



	champagne measure = 375 ml.



half-cent



	U.S. coin in circulation from 1793 to 1857.



half-cocked



	(adj.) done with insufficient planning; done before fully ready to perform.



half-dime



	five-cent piece, U.S. coin minted from 1796 to 1860.



half-dollar



	a fifty-cent coin.



half-eagle



	five dollars gold piece, minted by the U.S. from 1795 to 1929.



The Half-Naked Truth



	Gregory LaCava’s 1932 film comedy about a slick carnival pitchman (Lee Tracy) who promotes a sideshow exotic dancer (Lupe Velez) to instant celebrity.



half-penny (ha’penny)



	a former British coin, worth half a penny.



half-pint



	(a) (slang) a short person.

	(b) Pa’s nickname for daughter Laura Ingalls in the TV series, “Little House on the Prairie.”




half-shot



	(slang, adj.) Well on the way to being drunk; not in control of one’s faculties.






3/4

three-fourth



	a type of book binding in which the leather (or cloth) back strip extends only one-third or halfway across the front and back boards, making the book bound mostly in leather or cloth, but not entirely.



three-quarter



	(adj.) describes the perspective of a portrait, midway between profile and front view.



three-quarter time



	a musical time signature indicating three quarter notes per measure; waltz time.






0.86


	lowest season ERA (baseball record), held by Tim O’Keefe, Troy Trojans, 1880.






0.96


	lowest “modern-era” (after 1900) season ERA (baseball record), held by Dutch Leonard, Boston Red Sox, 1914. He pitched 224.7 innings and won 19 of 36 games.






001


	medical classification code for cholera.






01


	number of the French Département of






1


	atomic number of the chemical element hydrogen, symbol H.

	badge number of Alexander Waverly, played by Leo G. Carroll, on the ABC-TV series, The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (1964–68).

	Beaufort number for wind force of 1-3 miles per hour, called “light air.”

	dental chart designation for the right third molar (wisdom tooth).

	the first digit in the series 1, 2, 3, 4 . . .

	gauge (number) of a wood screw with shank diameter 5/64 of an inch.

	in astrology, the number 1 is ruled by the Sun.

	in baseball, 1 represents the pitcher’s position.

	in Hebrew, the numerical value of the letter aleph.

	in mineralogy, Mohs Hardness Scale level characterized by talc; can be crushed by a fingernail.

	in the card game Casino, the value of an ace or the two of

	ISBN group identifier for books published in English-speaking areas: Australia, English-speaking Canada, Gibraltar, Ireland, New Zealand, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Swaziland, U.S., UK, and Zimbabwe (shared with 0).

	number of decimal places in the inverse multiple designated by the International System prefix deci-, written “d-”.

	number of seats in the House of Representatives allotted to each of the states of Alaska, Delaware, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming (as of the 2000 Census).

	number of sides on a Möbius strip.

	number of 0s in the multiple designated by the International System prefix deca-, written “da-”.

	only one satellite of the dwarf planet Pluto, named Charon, discovered in 1978.

	retired baseball uniform number of:

	➱ outfielder Richie Ashburn, retired by the Philadelphia Phillies.

	➱ second baseman Bobby Doerr, retired by the Boston Red Sox.

	➱ manager Fred Hutchinson, retired by the Cincinnati Reds.

	➱ second baseman/manager Billy Martin, retired by the New York Yankees.

	➱ manager Billy Meyer, retired by the Pittsburgh Pirates.

	➱ shortstop Pee Wee Reese, retired by the Los Angeles Dodgers.

	➱ shortstop Ozzie Smith, retired by the St. Louis Cardinals.





	retired basketball jersey number of:

	➱ Nate Archibald, retired by the Sacramento Kings.

	➱ Walter A. Brown, retired by the Boston Celtics.

	➱ Frank Layden, retired by the Utah Jazz.

	➱ Oscar Robertson, retired by the Milwaukee Bucks. Robertson’s number 14 with the Sacramento Kings has also been retired.

	➱ Larry Weinberg, retired by the Portland Trail Blazers.

	➱ Gus Williams, retired by the Seattle SuperSonics.





	retired football jersey number of:

	➱ Ray Flaherty, retired by the New York Giants.

	➱ Warren Moon, retired by the Tennessee Titans.





	
retired hockey shirt number of:



	➱ The Fans, retired by the Minnesota Wild.

	➱ Ed Giacomin, retired by the New York Rangers.

	➱ Glenn Hall, retired by the Chicago Blackhawks.

	➱ Bernie Parent, retired by the Philadelphia Flyers.

	➱ Jacques Plante, retired by the Montreal Canadiens.

	➱ Terry Sawchuk, retired by the Detroit Red Wings.

	➱ Wendell Young, retired by the Chicago Wolves.





	value of the medieval Roman numeral J.

	value of Roman numeral I.



“All for one, one for all”



	motto of the Three Musketeers, in the novel by Alexandre Dumas (1844).



back to square one



	a phrase meaning “having to start all over again.”



Bell X-1



	the plane, named. Glamorous Glennis, in which Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier on October 14, 1947. The first supersonic flight, at Mach 1.06, was achieved over Muroc Air Base in the Mojave Desert in southern California.



Berlioz’s Symphony No. 1



	Symhonie Fantastique



Big Red One



	the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division, officially born in New York in June, 1917, as part of the American Expeditionary Force to France, to fight in World War I.



The Big Red One



	World War II film, released in 1980, directed by Samuel Fuller and starring Lee Marvin, Mark Hamill, and David Carradine, that attempted to portray the war through the daily experience of the foot soldier. A good film, its title trading on the respected nickname of the Army’s First Division, it was released whe, such movies were becoming passé.



birdie



	a golf score of one stroke under par on a hole.



bogey



	a golf score of one stroke over par on a hole.



Canon 1 of the American Bar Association Code of Professional Responsibility


	A lawyer should assist in maintaining the integrity and competence of the legal profession.



draw one



	(a) barroom code for a glass of tap beer.

	(b) lunch counter code for a cup of coffee.



Dvorak’s Symphony No. 1



	“The Bells of Zlonice” symphony (in C minor).



FIFO



	first in, first out: inventory system ensuring that the oldest stock will be the first sold.



first aid



	emergency medical help applied at the scene of an accident.



First Amendment to the Constitution



	establishes freedom of religion, of speech, of press, of the right to assemble and to petition.



First Arrondissement



	section of central Paris containing the Louvre museum.



firstborn



	the oldest child in the family.



first-class



	highest level of service or performance, usually the most expensive.



first-class mail



	class of mail in the U.S. postal system, including letters, postcards, and all mailable matter sealed against inspection.



first come, first served



	handling clients or issues in the order of their arrival.



First Commandment



	Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.



First Crusade



	called by Pope Urban II in 1095 to subdue the Turks. The crusader forces took Nicaea in 1097 and Antioch in 1098, then captured Jerusalem in 1099, where they massacred the Muslims and the Jews. As a result of the First Crusade, several small Crusader states were created, among them the Kingdom of Jerusalem. This was the only Crusade that ended in substantial victory.



first-day cover



	a stamped envelope postmarked on the day of the stamp’s issue, posted from the city where it was issued.



first-degree burn



	a relatively undamaging burn in which the skin is reddened but not broken.



first edition



	the total first print run of a book. Within the first edition, however, minor corrections or changes may be made in the text, thus creating a sequence of printings (or impressions).



First Empire



	the empire (1804 to 1814) established in France by Napoleon Bonaparte, replacing the First Republic.



first estate



	the first of the three classes of society, the clergy.



First Family



	the family with the highest social rank; (capitalized) the family of the President of the United States, or of a state governor or a city mayor.



First Folio



	the first compilation of plays by Shakespeare, published in 1623, seven years after his death. Containing thirty-six plays, omitting only Pericles, it was collected by his fellow actors, John Heminges and Henry Condell.



First French War of Religion



	the first of eight related wars (1562 to 1589) pitting the established Catholiic monarchy and commoners (“one faith, one law, one state”) against the new Reformation Protestats (in France, called Huguenots), among whom were many French nobles. Hostilities began in 1562, when servants of the Duc de Guise, a prominent Catholic, killed several Huguenot parishoners in the town of Vassy and set their church afire. The national Huguenot leadership mobilized under the Bourbon Prince de Condé and captured several strategic towns. The war ended with thke Edict of Amboise in March 1563, which restricted some Protestant freedoms but permitted Huguenot nobles to worship as they wished on their own estates, a resolution that did not sit well with many Catholics.



first-hand



	(adj.) new, of, or from the original source.



First House



	in astrology, represents self-awareness and self-expression.



first impression



	the first run of printed material off press for the first edition of a work. Also called first issue.



First International



	International Workingmen’s Association, organized in London in 1864 by Karl Marx, with the aim of uniting the trade unions around the world. Dissolved in 1974.



first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen



	an epithet for George Washington.



First Lady



	the wife of the President of the United States or of a state governor or city mayor.



First Lateran Council



	Roman Catholic council, called by Pope Callistus II in 1123, at which the Concordat of Worms was ratified, ending the Investiture Conflict. This council also forbade the marriage of clergymen and it annulled the ordinances of the antipope, Gregory VIII.



First Law of Thermodynamics



	(the law of conservation of energy): can be converted from one state to another, but cannot be created or destroyed.



first light



	dawn.



first mate



	a ship’s ranking officer just below the captain.



first-nighter



	a person who attends a performance on opening night.



first of Aries



	the vernal equinox; the point at which the sun crosses the plane of the Earth’s equator from south to north, making day and night approximately the same length.



first offender



	a person convicted of an offense for the first time.



first-of-May



	in circus slang, (n.) a novice; a new or inexperienced employee; (adj.) inexperienced.



First Order of St. Francis



	the Friars Minor, dating from 1209; priests and lay brothers who live in a community or friary, who have sworn to lead a celibate life of prayer, preaching, and penance. May be called friars, or simply Franciscans.



first papers



	in the U.S., the documents filed by an alien declaring the intention to become a citizen.



first person



	in grammar, the speaker.



first position



	in ballet, the position in which the heels are back to back and the toes point out to the sides, the feet forming a straight line.



first president



	George Washington, April 30, 1789 to March 3, 1797.



first print



	an early printed copy of a published work, usually at the proofing stage, before it is ready for general publication.



first-rate



	(adj. of top quality, first-class, exellent.



First Reich



	The Holy Roman Empire until its dissolution in 1806, when Francis I, Emperor of Austria, gave up the old imperial crown.



First Republic



	the French Republic declared in September 1792 with the abolition of the monarchy following the French Revolution, replaced by the First Empire in 1804.



first run



	in its initial set of performances; not seen previously.



first running



	the first fraction collected from a fractional distillation, ordinarily carrying low boiling impurities.



first state of the Union



	Delaware ratified the Constitution on December 7, 1787.



first string



	the primary set of players, excluding replacements.



First Triumvirate



	in ancient Rome, the governing alliance of three men—Julius Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus—formed in 60 BC.



first watch



	(Navy use) : the watch standing from 8:00 p.m. (2000 hours) to midnight (2400 hours).



first water



	highest degree of quality, with the best attributes.



first wedding anniversary gift



	paper is customary.



first weight



	in mining, the first measurement of roof pressure after removal of coal from a seam.



First Wives Club



	predictable 1996 film about three wives who have been dumped by their husbands, starring Goldie Hawn, Bette Midler, and Diane Keaton, with a first-rate supporting cast.



first-word entry



	a system of cataloging that utilizes the first word of the item name, ignoring any definite or indefinite article, such as “the” or “an,” which may precede.



First World



	collectively, the major industrialized nations of the world, including the U.S., Canada, those in Western Europe, and Japan.



Group 1 elements (of the Periodic Table)



	the alkali metals: hydrogen (1), lithium (3), sodium, (11), potassium (19), rubidium (37), cesium (55), francium (87).



hang one on



	(a) punch with the fist.

	(b) get drunk.



It Happened One Night



	blockbuster film comedy of 1934, directed by Frank Capra, starring Claudette Colbert and Clark Gable. The first of the so-called “screwball comedies,” it swept the Oscars, winning Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, and Best Screenplay (by Robert Riskin).



a hot one



	a good joke.



H1N1



	designation for the virus associated with swine flu.



Leonard Bernstein’s Symphony No. 1



	“Jeremiah” symphony.



Mahler’s Symphony No. 1



	“Titan” symphony (in D major).



Mount Singleton



	name of a small mountain in the southwestern part of the Northern Territory, Australia, and one in Western Australia, near Lake Moor, about 200 miles north of Perth.



Newton’s First Law of Motion



	(the principle of inertia): a body at rest tends to stay at rest, and a body in motion tends to stay in motion at a uniform velocity in a straight line unless acted upon by an external force.



number one



	a child’s euphemism for urination.



number 1 billiard ball



	the ball that is conventionally solid yellow.



Once More, With Feeling



	directed by Stanley Donen, from a screenplay by Harry Kurnitz (based on his play), this very funny 1960 film has Yul Brynner as a temperamental orchestral conductor and Kay Kendall, in her last film, as his protective wife. One high moment is supplied by Mervyn Johns, as the symphony’s major supporter, when he comes in looking for Brynner and says to one of the musicians, “Take me to your leader.”



once-over



	a visual inspection; a quick look.



Once Upon a Time in America



	1984 gangster film from Sergio Leone traces the rise and fall of two New York City street kids, with outstanding performances by Robert De Niro and James Woods.



Once Upon a Time in the West



	Sergio Leone’s monumental 1969 take on the film Wesrn, with Henry Fonda as the epitome of the malevolent villain, and Charles Bronson, who has an unnamed score to settle. Ennio Morricone provides a memorable score.



1 A



	skylight photographic filter, of pale magenta tint, that reduces blue and ultraviolet light.



one and only



	one’s sweetheart.



1 April



	April Fools’ Day.



one-arm bandit



	slot machine.



one-arm joint



	a cheap restaurant, the kind that once had chairs with a wide right armrest that served as a table for the diner’s plate of food.



one-at-one wheel



	in lace making, a small machine that winds a length of yarn on a bobbin, keeping a uniform tension.



one-bagger



	in baseball, a one-base hit.



one bell



	time check on-board ship; signifies 12:30 or 4:30 or 8:30, AM or PM.



1 Cranch 137



	citation for the Supreme Court decision in Marbury v. Madison (1803), in which the Court ruled that Congress exceeded its authority when it passed the Judiciary Act of 1789 and declared that legislation void, thereby establishing the Court’s authority to invalidate acts of Congress that it finds inconsistent with the Constitution.



One Day at a Time



	CBS-TV situation comedy featuring Bonnie Franklin, Mackenzie Phillips, Valerie Bertinelli, and Pat Harrington. First telecast December 15, 1975; ran through May 1984.



1 December, 1955



	in Motgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks refuses to move to the back of the bus, thereby setting off an unstoppable drive for racial equality in the U.S.



one dollar



	denomination of U.S. paper money that bears the portrait of George Washington.



one dollar per hour



	minimum wage effective March 1, 1956.



one down



	lunch-counter code for an order of toast.



one-end straight



	in the game of poker, a sequence of four cards either ace-high or ace-low.



one-eyed monster



	TV set (CB slang).



1 February



	National Freedom Day, commemorating Lincoln’s signing of the thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution on this day in 1865, abolishing slavery.



One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest



	Milos Forman directed this disturbing 1975 film about a rebellious inmate of a mental institution (Jack Nicholson) who challenges its restrictive dictates to the consternation of steely Nurse Ratched (Louise Fletcher). In addition to Best Picture and Best Director, Oscars went to Nicholson and Fletcher for Best Actor and Best Actress, and to the screenplay by Lawrence Hauben and Bo Goldman (based on the novel by Ken Kesey).



one foot in the graveyard



	lunch-counter code for an order of soup (probably derives from soup being a popular food for invalids).



one for the road



	a last drink before leaving.



one from manhattan



	lunch-counter code for an order of clam chowder.



one-horse town



	a small, insignificant town where nothing interesting happens.



One in a Million



	1936 film introducing ice skater Sonja Henie, with Adolphe Menjou, Don Ameche, and Ned Sparks in supporting roles. Humor by the Ritz Brothers; music by Borah Minevich and his Harmonica Rascals.



1-iron



	golf club called a driving iron, equivalent to the earlier cleek.



1 January



	New Year’s Day; marked by the Orange Bowl and Rose Bowl football games.



1 July



	Canada Day, which commemorates the creation of the Dominion of Canada in 1867 by terms of the British North America Act.



One Life to Live



	soap opera on ABC-TV since July 15, 1968. Originally a half-hour, it went to fourty-five minutes in 1976, then to a full hour in 1978. The cast has included over 250 different performers. At this writing, the show is still on the air.



One Man’s Family



	TV soap opera on nighttime NBC from November 4, 1949 to June 21, 1952, switching to daytime in March 1954, and finally cancelled in April 1955. Originally a radio serial, it debuted on a local NBC affiliate in California on April 29, 1932, and went to network NBC on May 17, 1933. Aired 3,256 episodes, in various formats, through May 8, 1959, the longest running serial drama in American radio.



1 May



	(a) May Day; observed as a holiday by workers in several countries.

	(b) Lei Day in Hawaii.

	(c) Bird Day in Oklahoma.



One More Spring



	Robert Nathan’s 1933 parable of Christian charity, set in New York City during the Great Depression.



1 November



	All Saints’ Day, Christian feast day.



One of Our Aircraft Is Missing



	RAF plane is forced down in the Netherlands and its crew works its way back to England in this 1942 British film with Godfrey Tearle, Eric Portman, Hugh Williams, and Bernard Miles.



One of Our Girls



	1885 play by Bronson Howard; a social comedy contrasting American and French standards.



One of Ours



	Willa Cather’s 1922 Pulitzer Prize–winning novel on the short life of Claude Wheeler, a boy from the West who is killed in World War I.



one of the boys



	a popular fellow who fits in well.



one on



	lunch-counter code for a hamburger on a bun.



one on the city



	lunch-counter code for a glass of water.



one on the country



	lunch-counter code for a glass of buttermilk.



one on the house



	lunch-counter code for a glass of water.



one penny



	one cent; U.S. coin in circulation since 1793.



1 Place de la Concorde



	Paris address of the Jeu de Paume, once the Impressionist museum, now primarily a venue for photography exhibits.



One Sided Lake



	a natural lake in southwestern Ontario Province, Canada.



one silver star



	insignia of a brigadier general of the U.S. Army.



“One singular sensation . . .”



	first line from the song “One,” a hit tune from the 1975 smash Broadway show, A Chorus Line.



one-striper



	in the navy, an ensign; in the army, a private first class, whose rank is shown by a single stripe.



one too many



	describes having had enough whiskey to be drunk.



one-track mind



	an attribute of focusing on one idea or task to the exclusion of all others.



One Tree Hill



	a section of the city of Auckland, New Zealand.



one-two



	a boxing strategy in which the first blow is followed immediately by a second with the other hand.



one-two punch



	a decisive blow.



One, Two, Three



	a frantic comedy with James Cagney as a Coca-Cola company manager in Germany charged with squiring the ditzy daughter (Pamela Tiffin) of a home-base exec when she visits West Berlin. But she marries an East Berlin Communist hippie (Horst Buchholz) just before her blustering father (Howard St. John) is due to arrive, the situation threatening Cagney’s expected promotion. Billy Wilder produced and directed this 1961 rapid-fire farce.



one up



	(a) bartender code for a glass of beer.

	(b) lunch-counter code for a cup of hot chocolate.



One Upmanship



	a humorous book explaining how to stay one-up on (i.e., one foot ahead of) neighbors or competitors, by Stephen Potter (1952).



one with



	lunch-counter code for a hamburger with onion.



One Woman’s Life



	Robert Herrick’s 1913 novel follows the business and romantic life of Milly Ridge, an ambitious, self-centered woman intent on propelling herself into a social career.



1-wood



	golf club called a driver.



“a partridge in a pear tree”



	the gift on the first day of Christmas in the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”



Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 1



	“Classical” symphony (in D major).



a quick one



	(a) a single shot of whiskey.

	(b) an abbreviated sexual encounter.



Schumann’s Symphony No. 1



	“Spring” symphony (in B-flat major).



single



	(a) in baseball, a one-base hit.

	(b) a one-dollar bill.

	(c) (adj.) unmarried.



single-action



	(adj.) describes a type of gun for which the hammer must be cocked before each shot is fired.



single-blind



	refers to a type of experiment in which the researchers, but not the subjects, know who is receiving the active treatment and who is receiving the placebo. The purpose is to eliminate the anticipatory reaction, known as the placebo effect, among the subjects.



single-breasted



	(adj.) describes a jacket or coat that closes with only one row of buttons.



single entry



	a simple accounting system which records only amounts to be received and amounts due to be paid by a business.



single-measure



	describes a wooden joint which is square on both sides.



single-minded



	(adj.) sincere, honest; having only one all-consuming purpose.



single-name paper



	a promissory note with no cosigning guarantor other than the borrower.



single-phase



	(adj.) relating to a circuit operated by a single alternating electric current.



singles



	(a) a sports match with only one player on each side.

	(b) small roofing tiles, about 8 x 12 inches.



single-spaced



	(adj.) typed or printed with no blank spaces between lines.



single-sticker



	a vessel with only one mast, as a sloop or a cutter.



single tax



	a tax that provides the one and only source of public revenue.



singleton



	in several card games, a card that is the only one of a suit in a hand.



Singleton



	name of towns in: Texas (northwest of Houston); Lancashire, England; Sussex, England (few miles north of Chichester); New South Wales, Australia (about 80 miles north of Sydney); and in the central part of the Northern Territory, Australia.



square one



	the beginning; e.g., “back to square one,” start over.



The Taking of Pelham One Two Three



	an exciting 1974 film about a sybway and its passengers held for ransom with Walter Matthau as the good transit cop, and Robert Shaw as the cold-blooded leader of the hijackers. Remade in 2009 with Denzel Washington in the Matthau role and John Travolta in the Shaw role; directed by Tony Scott, with a modified title, The Taking of Pelham 1 2 3. Also a made-for-TV version in 1998 with Edward James Olmos and Vincent D’Onofrio.



Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 1



	“Winter Daydreams” symphony (in G minor).



Tiger 1



	The main tank of German forces in World War II.



Vaughan Williams’s Symphony No. 1



	A “Sea Symphony” (in D major), a choral symphony set to poems by Walt Whitman.



“The Wonderful ‘One-Hoss Shay’ ”



	also calle “The Deacon’s Masterpiece”; this Oliver Wendell Holmes poem with its odd rhythmic structure, first published in 1858, is a parable of the breakdown of Calvinism.



You Only Live Once



	Fritz Lang’s 1937 filmed tragedy of a Depression-era couple, portrayed by Sylvia Sidney and Henry Fonda, who were turned into criminals by bad luck and the hardships of the times.






1.5


	1.5 inches, record one-minute raifall, at Barot, Guadeloupe, November 26, 1970.



One and a Half Degree Channel



	a passage between Haddummati Atoll and Suvadiva Atoll at the southern end of the Maldive Islands in the Indian Ocean.



One and a Half Mile Opening



	a strait north of Cook’s Passage, in the Great Barrier Reef, Australia.



one-and-a-half-striper



	a naval lieutenant, junior grade (U.S. Navy usage).






1.82


	lowest career ERA (baseball record), earned by Ed Walsh, with Chicago White Sox, 1904–16.






002


	decimal ASCII code for [start of text].

	medical classification code for typhoid and paratyphoid diseases.






02


	number of the French Département of Aisne.






2


	Article of the U.S. Uniform Commercial Code that deals with sales.

	atomic number of the chemical element helium, symbol He. number of Agent Illya Kuryakin, played by David McCallum, on the NBC-TV spy spoof, The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (1964–68).

	base of the binary number system.

	Beaufort number for wind force of 4 to 7 miles per hour, called “light breeze.”

	bekas in a shekel (ancient Hebrew measure of weight).

	considered a number in Chinese culture because in Cantonese, the word for “two” sounds the same as the word for “easy.” The Chinese say good things come in pairs.

	cups in a pint.

	dental chart designation for the right second molar.

	duality, an important concept in philosophy and many religions, shown in such pairings as good-evil, yin-yang, right-wrong, man-woman, night-day, etc.

	gauge (number) of a wood screw with a shank diameter of 3/32 of an inch.

	in astrology, the number 2 is ruled by the Moon.

	in baseball, 2 represents the catcher’s position.

	in Hebrew, the numerical value of the letter beth.

	in mineralogy, Mohs Hardness Scale level characterized by gypsum; can be scratched by a fingernail.

	in rugby union, the number of the hooker.

	ISBN group identifier for books published in French-speaking areas: France, Luxembourg, and French-speaking Belgium, Canada, and Switzerland.

	lethechs in a homer (ancient Hebrew measure of dry capacity).

	number of decimal places in the inverse multiple designated by the International System prefix centi-, written “c-”.

	number of “every living thing” Noah is told to bring to the ark (Genesis 6:19).

	number of faces on the ancient Roman god Janus, enabling him to look backward at the past and forward to the future at the same time.

	number of participants it takes to tango.

	number of presidents of France under the Fourth Republic: Vincent Auriol, 1947; and René Coty, 1954–59. (The Fifth Republic followed.)

	number of presidents of France the Second Republic: Louis-Eugène Cavaignac, 1848; and Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte, 1848–52. (The Second Empire followed.)

	number of satellites circling the planet Mars: Phobos, which circles Mars in about seven hours, and Deimos, which revolves around the planet in about thirty-one hours.

	number of seats in the House of Representatives allotted to each of the states of Hawaii, Idaho, Maine, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island (as of the 2000 Census).

	number of 0s in the multiple designated by the International System prefix hecto, written “h-”.

	pints in a quart.

	quarts in a magnum (spirits measure).

	retired baseball uniform number of:

	➱ second baseman Nellie Fox, retired by the Chicago White Sox.

	➱ second baseman Charlie Gehringer, retired by the Detroit Tigers.

	➱ manager Tommy Lasorda, retired by the Los Angeles Dodgers.

	➱ second baseman Red Schoendienst, retired by the St. Louis Cardinals.





	retired basketball jersey number of:

	➱ Red Auerbach, retired by the Boston Celtics.

	➱ Junior Bridgeman, retired by the Milwaukee Bucks.

	➱ Chuck Daly, retired by the Detroit Pistons.

	➱ Alex English, retired by the Denver Nuggets.

	➱ Moses Malone, retired by the Philadelphia 76ers.

	➱ Mitch Richmond, retired by the Sacramento Kings.

	➱ Malik Sealy, retired by the Minnesota Timberwolves.





	retired hockey shirt number of:

	➱ Doug Harvey, retired by the Montreal Canadiens.

	➱ Tim Horton, retired by the Buffalo Sabres.

	➱ Rick Ley, retired by the Hartford Whalers.

	➱ Brian Leetch, retired by the New York Rangers.

	➱ Al MacInnis, retired by the St. Louis Blues.

	➱ Eddie Shore, retired by the Boston Bruins.





	the smallest and the only even prime number.

	spans in a cubit (ancient Hebrew measure of length).

	sum of the first three Fibonacci numbers (0 + 1 + 1).

	symbolic of independence in Finland, where two candles are displayed on Independence Day, signifying division, and thus, independence.

	tablespoons in a fluid ounce.

	Title of the United States Code that deals with the Congress.

	two years, average life of a five dollar bill.

	value of Roman numeral II.

	value of the ten of diamonds in the card game Casino.



Berlioz’s Symphony No. 2



	“Harold in Italy” symphony.



Big Twin Lake



	a geographic feature about 5 miles south of Winthrop, Washington State.



Canon 2 of the American Bar Association Code of Professional Responsibility



	a layer should assist the legal profession in fulfilling its duty to make legal counsel.



Copland’s Symphony No. 2



	the “Short” symphony.



CV-2



	registry of the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier, USS Lexington. Fatally damaged in the Battle of the Coral Sea.



The Dioscuri



	Castor and Pollux, sons of Zeus.



double



	in baseball, a two-base hit.



double-action



	(adj.) describes the type of gun for which each pull of the trigger both cocks and fires it.



double agent



	a spy who spies on the country to which he nominally has allegiance.



double bass



	the largest of the violin family of stringed instruments, usually played standing up.



Double Bayou



	a town in eastern Texas, about 30 miles northeast of Galveston.



double-beat valve



	a hollow valve used to control high-pressure fluids.



double-bellied



	(adj.) describes a baluster which has been turned alike at both ends.



double-bill



	to charge twice, either the same or different accounts, for one transaction.



double bind



	a psychological term describing a situation in which someone is given conflicting demands, at different levels of communication, putting the person in a “no-win” situation.



double-blind



	refers to a type of study in which neither the researchers nor the subjects know who is in the experimental group and who is in the control group. The arrangement is designed to eliminate the possibility of unintended bias by the experimenters.



double bogey



	a golf score of two strokes over par on a hole.



double bond



	a chemical connection by two covalent bonds between two atoms of a molecule.



double-breasted



	(adj.) describes a jacket or coat having two parallel vertical rows of buttons on the front.



double-check



	to examine again in order to ensure accuracy or effective functioning.



double-clutch



	in driving an automobile, to shift gears twice, once into neutral and then into the desired gear, releasing the clutch twice, once for each gear change.



double cream



	a French soft cheese mostly of cow’s milk with cream added to comprise at least 60 percent fat.



double cross



	betrayal of colleague or co-worker.



double crown



	a standard size of printing paper, 20 x 30 inches.



double dagger



	the diesis (‡), a reference mark frequently used in footnotes.



double date



	a date in which two couples go together.



double-dealing



	being duplicitous, deceitful, treacherous.



double demy



	a standard size of printing paper, 22-½ x 35 inches.



double-dip



	to earn a salary from one position while drawing either a pension or a salary in another role from the same employer, particularly as a government employee.



double Dutch



	a form of jumping rope where two ropes are used concurrently, synchronized and swung inward in opposite directions.



double exposure



	in photography, having two images on the same piece of film or plate.



double eagle



	a gold coin with a face value of twenty dollars, minted by the U.S. from 1849 to 1933.



double entendre



	a word or a phrase of ambiguous meaning that is open to two interpretations, one of which is usually risqué.



double-entry



	an accounting method in which each transaction is entered twice in a ledger once as a debit in one account, and once as a credit in another.



double fault



	in tennis, squash, and some other sports, two faults in succession which results in the loss of the point.



double feature



	two films shown together for the price of a single admission to the theater.



double flat



	in music, a symbol [♭♭] that lowers the following note two semitones.



double foolscap



	a standard size of printing paper, 17 x 27 inches.



Double Headed Shot Cays



	small islands on Cay Sal Bank, in the western Bahamas, about 80 miles due south of Key Largo, Florida.



doubleheader



	two separate sport matches, usually between the same teams, one immediately following the other on the same day; most common in baseball.



Double Hill



	a land feature outside Dunedin on South Island, New Zealand.



double-hung



	describes a window which has top and bottom sashes, each balanced by a separate sash weight so as to be movable vertically in its own grooves.



double imperial



	a size of brown paper used in England, 29 x 45 inches.



Double Indemnity



	1944 film noir classic in which insurance salesman Fred MacMurray is lured into a murder plot by seductive Barbara Stanwyck in order to cash in on a double indemnity insurance policy. Edward G. Robinson plays the investigator who begins to unravel the plot. Directed by Billy Wilder, who also wrote the screenplay with Raymond Chandler, from a James N. Cain novel.



Double Island Point



	a cape into the Pacific Ocean about 100 miles north of Brisbane in Queensland, Australia.



double jeopardy



	the process of trying a person a second time for the same crime.



A Double Life



	directed by George Cukor, this 1947 film won Ronald Coleman a Best Actor Oscar for his riveting portrayal of an actor whose onstage Othello takes over his offstage life.



Double Mountain



	a land feature in the Tehachapi Mountains in California, about 40 miles southeast of Bakersfield.



Double Mountain Fork



	a 64-mile bend in the Brazos River, from Clairmont to Old Glory, in Kent Stonewall County, Texas, attractive for its white-water paddling and kayaking.



double nickel



	slang for 55, especially when referring to a speed limit of 55 miles per hour.



Double Peak



	a geographic feature in the Chigmit Mountains, west of Cook Inlet, in southern Alaska.



double pair royal



	in cribbage, holding four cards of the same denomination; scores twelve points.



double parting



	double set of tracks in a mine to allow tram traffic in two directions.



double play



	in baseball, a play in which two outs are made.



Double Point



	a spit of land facing the Great Barrier Reef about 15 miles south of Innisfail in the northern part of Queensland, Australia.



double reed



	relates to a woodwind instrument having a mouthpiece of two reeds vibrating one against the other, such as an oboe or a bassoon.



double royal



	a standard size of printing paper, 24 x 38 inches; in England, 25 x 40 inches.



double sharp



	in music, a symbol [##] that raises the preceding note two semitones.



double small



	a standard size of cut card, 3-½ x 5 inches; in England, 3-5/8 x 4-¾ inches.



double-spaced



	(adj.) typed or printed with each pair of typed or printed lines separated by a blank line.



double spread



	two facing pages occupied by an advertisement, photo, or story.



Double Springs



	a town west of Sipsey Creek in northwestern Alabama.



doubletalk



	gobbledygook; either nonsense or circumlocution used as an evasion tactic or to cause intentional confusion.



Dual Alliance



	an October 1879 agreement between Germany and Austria-Hungary intended to assure Russia of Germany’s peaceful intentions in the Balkans, but also to guarantee military assistance if either were attacked by Russia. Duration was five years, but it was renewed repeatedly until 1918.



eagle



	a golf score of two strokes under par on a hole.



The Eagle with Two Heads



	1948 French film by Jean Cocteau (based on his stage play) about an anarchist poet intent on assassinating the Queen who develops a passion for her instead, love overcoming violence.



Group 2 elements (of the Periodic Table)



	the alkaline earth metals: beryllium (4), magnesium (12), calcium (20), strontium (38), barium (56), radium (88).



hero twins of Mayan myth



	Xbalanque and Hunahpu, sons of Hun-Hunahpu.



A Kid for Two Farthings



	a delightful comedy-fantasy about a poor boy from London’s East End who searches for a magical unicorn but finds a goat instead. Directed by Carol Reed, this 1956 charmer is from a screenplay by Wolf Mankowitz, who wrote the novel on which it is based.



Kingdom of the Two Sicilies



	name given by Bourbon King Ferdinand IV of Naples to his domain, newly merged in 1916 after the end of the Napoleonic era. (Before the French Revolution he had been King of Sicily and King of Naples, separate states.) The kingdom lasted until 1860, when King Francis II was overthrown by Garibaldi.



K2



	second-highest mountain in the world at 28,250 feet, in the Karakoram Range in northern Kashmir; also called Godwin Austen.



Leonard Bernstein’s Symphony No. 2, for Piano and Orchestra



	“The Age of Anxiety” symphony.



Mahler’s Second Symphony



	“Resurrection” symphony (in C minor).



Mendelssohn’s Second Symphony



	“Lobgesang” symphony (in B-flat major).



Newton’s Second Law of Motion



	a force exerted upon a body will change the body’s velocity in the direction of the force, the acceleration directly proportional to the force and inversely proportional to the mass of the body.



not worth two cents



	said of something perceived to have no value.



number two



	a child’s euphemism for a bowel movement.



number 2 billiard ball



	the ball that is conventionally solid blue.



PDD-2



	Presidential Decision Directive 2 deals with Organization of the National Security Council, issued by President Bill Clinton on January 20, 1993.



The Postman Always Rings Twice



	classic 1946 film adaptation of James M. Cain’s steamy novel has John Garfield and Lana Turner killing her husband (Cecil Kellaway) so they can use his savings to finance their torrid love affair. Directed by Tay Garnett, who managed to keep the undertone of sex without offending the watchful movie censors of the period. Filmed twice before, in France (1939) and in Italy (1942), and once later, in 1981, with Jack Nicholson and Jessica Lange, but Garnett’s version is by far the best.



Prisoner of Second Avenue



	stage comedy-drama by Neil Simon about a successful business executive who gets close to a nervous breakdown after he loses his job. Opened on Broadway in November 1971, with Peter Falk and Lee Grant. Made into a film in 1975, directed by Melvin Frank, with Jack Lemmon and Anne Bancroft in the leading roles.



Rimsky-Korsakoff’s Second Symphony



	“Antar” symphony (in C minor).



Second Amendment to the Constitution



	guarantees the right to keep and bear arms.



secondary color



	a color formed by mixing roughly equivalent parts of two primary colors.



second banana



	the straight man in a comedy routine who feeds lines to the comedian.



Second Cataract



	a section of white water in the Nile River, near the border between Egypt and Sudan.



second childhood



	state of dotage or senility.



Second Chorus



	1940 musical film featuring Fred Astaire and Burgess Meredith, both trumpet players, vying for the hand of Paulette Goddard. Songs from several composers, mostly Johnny Mercer.



Second City TV



	a satirical TV comedy series that parodied TV shows. The Second City group had begun as an improvisational-comedy troupe in 1959 Chicago, but it was a Toronto branch that began the TV series in 1977. In 1981 the series name changed to SCTV Network 90, and then to SCTV Channel from 1983 to 1984.



second-class



	(adj.) inferior, mediocre.



second-class citizen



	a person considered inferior in status and rights.



second-class mail



	class of mail in the U.S. postal system, including newpapers and magazines.



second coming



	Christ’s return on the last day of the world to judge all humankind.



Second Commandment



	Thou shalt make no graven images.



second cousin



	a child of one’s first cousin.



Second Crusade



	following the Turkish conquest of the town of Edessa in 1144, armies of France, led by Louis VII, and of Germany, led by Holy Roman Emeror Conrad III? independently set out for Asia Minor in 1147. Both suffered defeats by Turkish forces until they finally merged in 1148. Their joint attack on Damascus also failed, and the leaders returned home in 1148 and 1149, the Second Crusade having ended in woeful failure.



second-degree burn



	in which the outer layer of skin is damaged, most often with blistering and liquid collected in the tissue below the burn.



Second Empire



	the empire (1852–70) established in France by Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte; replaced the Second Republic.



second estate



	the nobility as a class of society.



second fiddle



	one of inferior rank or lesser quality; second best.



Second French War of Religion



	the Catholic Duc de Guise had been killed in the First War, and his brother, the Cardinal de Lorraine, now argued for more suppression of the Huguenots. When Spanish troops appeared along the eastern French border in 1567, heading to support the Spanish subjugation of the Netherlands, the Huguenots feared a Catholic plot to exterminate them and they attempted a coup at Meaux to seize the king. The plot failed and led to the Second War, mostly a repeat of the First, ending in 1568 with the Peace of Longjumeau, which reaffirmed the earlier Peace of Amboise.



second-guess



	to correct or criticize after the result is known.



second hand



	(adj.) previously owned or used by another person.



Second House



	in astrology, deals with material resources and possessions.



Second International



	(Socialist International), set up headquarters in Brussels in 1889 to promote the unity of Socialist parties in several countries. Fractured by World War I.



Second Lateran Council



	held in 1139, convoked by Pope Innocent II, to reunify the Church after the schism of the antipope Anacletus II, who died in 1138. This Council also condemned usury and forbade monks from studying medicine and civil law.



Second Law of Thermodynamics



	(increase in entropy): the quality of energy is degraded irreversibly because there is always an increase in disorder; the principle of degradation of energy.



Second Order of Saint Francis



	the Poor Ladies or Poor Clares (after Clare of Assisi), founded in 1212; women who live in a community or nunnery, and who have sworn to lead a celibate life of poverty, prayer, and penance. Also known simply as Clares, they divide into two branches: Colettines, who live in rigorous cloisters with strict rules of obedience, and Urbanists, less austere, who sometimes work outside their convents.



Second Peace of Paris



	the final French settlement (November 20, 1815) following Napoleon’s disastrous defeat at Waterloo, by which France had to cede several land areas to victorious nations, to give up fortresses on her frontiers, to return art treasures ransacked from all over Europe, and pay 700 million francs to offset the cost of the war.



second person



	in grammar, the person who the speaker addresses.



second position



	in ballet, position in which the feet are spread slightly apart and are at right angles to the direction of the body, the toes pointing out in opposite directions.



second president



	John Adams, March 3, 1797 to March 3, 1801.



second-rate



	(adj.) inferior; of low quality.



Second Reich



	the German Empire, from 1871 to 1919.



second sight



	the faculty of seeing future events; clairvoyance.



second state of the Union



	Pennsylvania ratified the Constitution on December 12, 1787.



second-story man



	a burglar adept at entering premises through an upstairs window.



second string



	a player or group of players that substitute for the starters.



Second Triumvirate



	in ancient Rome, the governing alliance of three men—Augustus, Antony, and Lepidus—formed in 43 BC.



second wedding anniversary gift



	cotton is customary.



second wind



	restored energy or strength after having tired earlier.



Shostakovich’s Second Symphony



	“To October” symphony (in B-flat major).



snake eyes



	in craps, when both dice turn up, each with one spot showing.



A Tale of Two Cities



	Charles Dickens’s intricate 1859 novel that interweaves several personal stories into the events of the French Revolution. The novel opens with one of the most quoted lines in all of literature: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” Several attempts to film the story have been made, the most successful in 1935, with Ronald Colman as Sidney Carton, the doomed martyr, and Blanche Yurka as the knitting Madame Defarge. Others have included an impressive 1917 silent film, with William Farnum playing both Carton and the titled Charles Darnay, a 1958 version with Dirk Bogarde, and one in 1980, made for TV.



Tchaikovsky’s Second Symphony



	“Little Russian” symphony (in C minor).



Tea for Two



	1950 musical comedy film with Doris Day and Gordon MacRae, an updated rewrite of the 1924 Broadway hit, No, No, Nanette, using the technique of flashbacks to capture the period feeling of the original.



twice cooked pork



	a spicy Chinese dish that really is cooked twice. The pork is first simmered, then stir-fried in hot and sweet bean sauce with scallions or leeks and bell peppers.



Twice-Told Tales



	a collection of thirty-nine stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne, originally published in 1837, and later expanded in 1842.



Twin



	a town on the south side of the Strait of Juan de Fuca in Washington State.



Twin Beds



	1914 stage play by Salisbury Field and Margaret Mayo, the granddaddy of all bedroom farces, noted at the time for being “naughty.” Several film adaptations were made; the first, a 1920 silent film, with Carter and Flora Parker DeHaven in their film debut; then, two sound versions, the first in 1929, the script only tangentially related to the original, and the second in 1942, a limp rendition starring George Brent and Joan Bennett.



Twin Bridges



	name of towns in southwestern Montana on Beaverhead River, and in northern California, about 15 miles south of Lake Tahoe.



Twin Brooks



	a town in northeastern South Dakota.



Twin Buttes Reservoir



	a water catchment area south of San Angelo, Texas.



Twin Cities



	Minneapolis and St. Paul, both in Minnesota.



Twin City



	(a) a town west of Fort William in the southwestern part of Ontario Province, Canada.

	(b) a city in south-central Idaho.



Twin Heads Mountain



	a peak in the northern part of Western Australia.



Twin Hills



	a town in southwest Egypt.



Twin Humps Peak



	a mountain in the McIlwraith Range on Cape York Peninsula in Queensland, Australia.



Twin Lake



	(a) a town in Michigan, about 60 miles northwest of Grand Rapids.

	(b) a lake in Michigan, about 100 miles east of Traverse City.



Twin Lakes



	(a) pairs of lakes in: north-central Arkansas (Lake Norfolk and Bull Shoals Lake); west central Colorado, southeast of Mount Elbert; central Oregon, south and west of Lookout Mountain; Cook County, Illinois; western Kenosha County, Wisconsin (Lakes Mary and Elizabeth); the Toiyabe National Forest, north of Yosemite National Park in California; the Tongass National Forest, Alaska; and in north-central Newfoundland, Canada.

	(b) name of towns in: Colorado, at the foot of Mount Elbert; southeastern Wisconsin, about 20 miles west of Kenosha; Broward County, Florida, north of Fort Lauderdale; Lowndes County, Georgia; Litchfield County, Connecticut; Mono County, California; on the Keweenaw Peninsula, north of Muskegon, Michigan; and in northeast Pennsylvania, about ten miles west of Port Jervis.

	(c) reservoirs in central Colorado, south of Leadville, and in southern Idaho, north of Twin Falls.

	(d) a state park southwest of Richmond, Virginia.

	(e) a state beach in Santa Cruz, California.



Twin Mountain



	a geographic feature in the White Mountains in north-central New Hampshire.



Twin Peaks



	highland pairs in central San Francisco, California; in the Salmon River Mountains in south-central Idaho; in the Cascade Range east of Everett in Washington State; and in the southwestern part of Western Australia.



Twin Peaks



	David Lynch’s surreal TV series decribed by reviewers as “quirky.” On ABC from April 1990 to August 1991, featuring Kyle MacLachlan as FBI special agent Dale Cooper and Michael Ontkean as sheriff Harry S. Truman. Ranked number 20 in the TV Guide list of the 25 Top Cult Shows Ever (May 30, 2004). Reborn in 1992 as a prequel movie, titled Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me.




Twin Rivers



	a town in central New Jersey, about 10 miles east of Princeton.



Twin Rocks



	islands in the Archipelago of the Recherche off the southern coast of Western Australia.

	(b) islands in Aden Harbor in the southwestern part of South Arabia.



The Twins



	(a) a town in central South Australia.

	(b) a peak on the northern end of South Island, New Zealand.

	(c) Minnesota Twins, major league baseball team with home field in Minneapolis.

	(d) familiar name for Romulus and Remus, legendary founders of the city of Rome.



Twins Creek



	a waterway in the eastern part of South Australia.



Twin Valley



	a town in western Minnesota, about 35 miles northeast of Moorhead.



2A



	number of the French Département of Corse-du-Sud.



two-a-day



	vaudeville patois for big-time (derives from playing big cities where vaudeville theaters did two full shows per day).



Two Admirals



	James Fenimore Cooper’s 1842 novel about the British navy before the Revolutionary War. Cooper’s realistic portrayal of a great naval battle was intended to press the need for an effective American fleet.



Two Against Nature



	Steely Dan’s first studio album in twenty years, Grammy–winning Album of the Year for 2000.



2 April



	Pascua Florida Day, a state holiday commemorating the discovery of Florida by Ponce de Leon in 1513. He called the area Pascua Florida, likely because his discovery occurred near Easter.



two aspects of language



	the metonymy (similarity) and the metaphor (continuity). (R. Jakobson, The Two Aspects of Language, 1956)



2B



	number of the French Département of Haute-Corse.



two-bagger



	in baseball, a two-base hit.



two bells



	time check on-board ship, signifies 1:00 or 5:00 or 9:00, a.m. or p.m.



two-bit



	(adj.) worth twenty-five cents; small-time, inferior.



two bits



	slang for twenty-five cents.



Two Bridges



	a town in Devon, England, about 25 miles southwest of Exeter.



Two Butte Creek



	a waterway in the southeastern corner of Colorado.



Two Buttes



	a town in the southeastern corner of Colorado.



two-by-four



	a piece of lumber measuring 1-½ x 3-½, of varying length.



two-cent piece



	U.S. bronze coin in circulation from 1864 to 1873.



two cents’ worth



	one’s opinion or remark interjected in a conversation.



Two Creeks



	a town in the southwest corner of Manitoba Province, Canada.



two dollars



	denomination of U.S. paper money that bears the portrait of Thomas Jefferson.



Twodot



	a town in Montana, about 100 miles east of Helena.



two-faced



	(adj.) deceitful, deceptive.



2 February



	(a) Candlemas Day; Christian feast day commemorationg the Presentation of Jesus.

	(b) Groundhog Day.



twofer



	a ticket, usually to some performance, that admits two people for the price of one.



Twofold Bay



	an inlet off the Tasman Sea in New South Wales, Australia, about 30 miles north of Cape Howe.



Two for the Money



	(a) TV quiz show, emceed first by Herb Shriner, later by Sam Levenson. First telecast on NBC on September 30, 1952, it switched to CBS in August 1953, and was last aired on September 7, 1957.

	(b) 2005 film about sports betting, with Al Pacino, Matthew McConaughey, and Rene Russo, directed by D. J. Caruso.



Two for the Seesaw



	playwright William Gibson’s first Broadway hit, opening in January 1958, starring Henry Fonda and a then-unknown actress named Anne Bancroft (brought in to replace Lainie Kazan, who bowed out during rehearsals), who won that year’s Tony for Best Actress. The play became a film in 1962, directed by Robert Wise, with Robert Mitchum and Shirley MacLaine in the lead roles. It then metamorphosed into a 1973 stage musical with a score by Cy Coleman and Dorothy Fields, starring Michele Lee and Ken Howard, with Tommy Tune in his first Broadway role.



2,4,5-T



	2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid, known as Agent Orange.



Two Gentlemen of Verona



	one of Shakespeare’s earliest comedic plays, about friends Valentine and Proteus, rivals for the hand of Julia, daughter of the Duke of Milan.



Two Harbors



	a town on Lake Superior in northeastern Minnesota.



Two Headed Island



	piece of land in the Gulf of Alaska, off the southeast corner of Kodiak Island, Alaska.



two heads are better than one



	a saying meaning that two people can complete a task or solve a problem more expeditiously than one.



Two Hills



	a town in the eastern part of Alberta, Canada.



2-iron



	golf club equivalent to the earlier mid-iron.



two kilograms



	weight of men’s discus.



two-light frame



	a window containing one mullion that divides the window space into two glass areas.



Two Little Confederates



	an 1888 tale by Thomas Nelson Page of two Southern boys aiding the Confederate cause during the Civil War; a very popular work in the late nineteenth century.



The Two Magics



	Henry James’s 1898 volume of supernatural stories.



2 March



	Texas Independence Day, celebrating the anniversary of the 1836 declaration of Texas’s independence from Mexico.



Two Men of Sandy Bar



	1876 play by Bret Harte, dramatized from one of his short stories.



Twomileborris



	a town in County Tipperary, Ireland, about 20 miles west of Kilkenny.



two-minute warning



	in football, a time-out called by the officials to inform the players that only two minutes of playing time remain; occurs twice: at the end of the first half, and at the end of the game.



Two Natures



	an 1894 sculpture by George Grey Barnard, probably his best known, showing a pair of opponents, one standing over the prostrate form of the other, the two symbolizing “good” and “evil,” but not clearly defining which is which.



Two Noble Kinsmen



	romantic play by John Fletcher, published in 1634, about the love of two men for one woman. A tournament is planned in which the winner will win the hand of the fair Emilia, and the loser will be executed. The loser is about to be beheaded when the winner falls from his horse and, with his last breath, gives up his right to the lady in favor of the other.



2 November



	All Souls’ Day, Christian feast day.



Two Ocean Pass



	a pass through the Absaroka Range in northwest Wyoming.



“Two Old Crows”



	a 1915 poem by Vachel Lindsay (1897–1931).



Two Orphans



	an 1874 French play by Adolphe d’Ennery and Eugène Cormon (adapted for the American stage by N. Hart Jackson) about two sisters who search for one another for three acts, only to discover they are not sisters at all.



Two-Penny Act



	a law passed by the Virginia Assembly in 1758 in response to a devastated tobacco crop. Some taxes and debts had been payable in tobacco, but the failed crop reduced the ability of planters to meet their obligations. A crisis measure, the Two-Penny Act allowed debts in tobacco to be paid in cash, fixing an equivalency rate of two pence per pound, even though the market price had tripled. The clergy objected because, by a 1748 law, their salary had been set at 16,000 pounds of tobacco a year, but the Two-Penny Act deprived them of the additional income they would have enjoyed if they had received payment in resellable high-priced tobacco rather than currency.



two-penny nail



	a carpenter’s common nail, 1 inch long (coded 2d).



two-phase



	(adj.) alternating current electriacal system using two phases, whose voltages are displaced one from the other by 90 electrical degrees (or diphase).



Two River



	a twon in Winconsin on Lake Michigan, about 80 miles north of Milwaukee.



The Two Rivers



	a town on Reindeer River in eastern Saskatchewan, Canada.



“Two Rivers of Greed and Anger”



	(Japanese) Shan-tao’s famous parable which illustrates how one awakens faith in the midst of evil passions.



Two Rivers Reservoir



	an installation near Roswell, New Mexico.



Two Rivulets



	a collection of mixed prose and poetry pieces by Walt Whitman; appeared in 1876 as the second volume of a set whose first volume was a later edition of Leaves of Grass.




2 rue de Richelieu



	Paris address of the Comédie Française, founded by the Molière company in 1680; now the state theater specializing in productions of classical French plays.



2 rue Louis Boilly



	Paris address of the Marmottan Museum, the world’s largest collection of Monet paintings.



two’s company, three’s a crowd



	a phrase suggesting that the presence of a third person can interfere with the amatory intentions of a pair.



2 September 1945



	V-J Day (Victory over Japan), marking the end of Pacific phase of World War II.



two shakes (of a lamb’s tail)



	slang for a few seconds; a very short time.



two sides to every question



	a phrase suggesting that one should consider alternatives when attempting to understand an issue, and before reaching a conclusion.



two silver stars



	insignia of a major general of the U.S. Army.



two-spot



	a two-dollar bill.



two-step



	a ballroom dance in three-quarter time characterized by long, gliding steps.



two-stepper



	hobo slang for a chicken.



two-striper



	a navy lieutenant, senior grade.



Two Thumbs Range



	mountains in central South Island, New Zealand.



two-time



	(v.) to be unfaithful; to double-cross.



two-time loser



	someone who has been convicted twice; a person who is seen as having no chance of success in any endeavor.



Two-Ton Tony



	nickname of Tony Galento, a heavyweight boxer of the late 1930s and early 1940s, alluding to his being obviously overweight. Reputed to train on beer, and often described as an ambulatory beer barrel, Galento was known as a dirty fighter. He fought champion Joe Louis at Yankee Stadium on June 28, 1939, and after knocking the champ down in the third round, he proceeded to take a beating from Louis until referee Arthur Donovan stopped the fight two minutes and twenty-nine seconds into the fourth round.



“two turtledoves”



	the gift on the second day of Christmas in the carol, “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”



Two Way Stretch



	a very funny 1961 British film comedy starring Peter Sellers, about a jewelry robbery planned in prison.



Two Weeks in Another Town



	Irwin Shaw novel dealing with the problems of movie people shooting a film in Rome, turned into a film by Vincente Minnelli in 1962, featuring Kirk Douglas, Edward G. Robinson, Cyd Charisse, and George Hamilton.



Two Women



	a 1961 film set in wartime Italy, adapted from an Alberto Moravia novel and directed by Vittorio De Sica. This film won Sophia Loren the Best Actress Oscar, the first awarded to a non-English-speaking woman in a film.



2-wood



	golf club, sometimes called a brassie.



Two Years Before the Mast



	1840 novel by Richard Henry Dana Jr. realistically depicting the hardships and injustices that American sailors experienced at that time. Filmed in 1946, with Alan Ladd as the spoiled young man who is shanghaied, Brian Donlevy as Dana, and Howard da Silva in a memorable performance as the tyrannical Captain Thompson.



“Under the Double Eagle”



	a march by Josef Franz Wagner, “the Austrian march king,” composed in 1893, as “Unter dem Doppeladler,” when Wagner was bandmaster for the 47th Austrian Regiment. The title is taken from the double eagle in the Austro-Hungarian monarchy’s coat of arms.



Under Two Flags



	a romance novel of 1867, at once sentimental and adventurous, about the Honorable Bertie Cecil of the First Life Guards, by the widely read English novelist Ouida (Marie Louise de la Ramée). Adapted to a film in 1932, with Ronald Colman as the French foreign legionnaire and Claudette Colbert as the camp follower.



U2



	Irish rock band formed in 1976 by students at Mount Temple High School in Dublin, Ireland. Features vocals by Bono, backed by Adam Clayton on bass, Dave Evans (“the Edge”) on guitar, and Larry Mullin Jr. on drums. Their music features social and religious messages.



U-2



	CIA high-altitude reconnaissance plane during the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. Became known when one, flown by pilot Gary Powers, was downed near Svedlovsk on May 1, 1960. Powers was convicted of espionage by the Soviets and was sentenced to ten years, but was traded for Soviet spy Rudolph Abel in February 1962.



Vaughan Williams’s Symphony No. 2



	a “London” symphony.



V-2 Missile



	the Vergeltungswaffe, “vengeance weapon,” Nazi rockets fired at London from Peenemünde, on the Island of Usedom on the Baltic Coast, in an attempt to weaken British resolve to continue the war against Germany. This forty-six-foot-long terror weapon was the world’s first ballistic missile. Flying at five times the speed of sound, hundreds were directed at London in 1943.






2-1/2


	lunch-counter code for a small glass of milk.



Proposition 2-½



	a Massaschusetts act passed in 1980 that put a 2.5 percent cap on annual property-tax increases.



two-and-a-half-striper



	a naval lieutenant commander.



You Only Live Twice



	the fifth of the James Bond flicks, set mostly in Japan, has 007 (Sean Connery) saving the world from SPECTRE bad guy Donald Pleasence. Released in 1967, this was not one of the better films in the series.



Y2K or Y2K Problem



	Year 2000 problem: the anticipated computer dysfunction when the year changed from 1999 to 2000. Date-related processing was expected to develop problems because the year in many programs was represented by two digits, and when 99 turned to 00, it was feared that computers would interpret this as the year 1900.






003


	Decimal ASCII code for [end of text].

	medical classification code for salmonella infections.






03


	number of the French Département of Allier.






3


	Article of the U.S. Uniform Commercial Code that deals with commercial paper.

	atomic number of the chemical element lithium, symbol Li. number of Agent Napoleon Solo, played by Robert Vaughn, on the NBC-TV spy spoof, The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (1964–68).

	badge number of W. C. Fields’s character, Egbert Sousé, in the 1940 comedy film, The Bank Dick.


	Beaufort number for wind force of 8 to 12 miles per hour, called “gentle breeze.”

	considered a favorable number in Chinese culture because the word for “three” sounds like the word for “alive.”

	dental chart designation for the right first molar.

	dimensions in pre-Einsteinian space: length, height, and width.

	feet in a yard.

	gauge (number) of a wood screw with the shank diameter of 3/32 of an inch.

	the great river goddesses of India: Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati.

	a group of three is called a triad.

	in astrology, the number 3 is ruled by the planet Jupiter.

	in baseball, 3 represents the first baseman’s position.

	inches in a palm (linear measure).

	in football, the number of points scored for a field goal.

	in Hebrew, the numerical value of the letter gimel.

	in mineralogy, Mohs Hardness Scale level characterized by calcite; can be scratched by a copper coin.

	in numerology, a number associated with sexual potency and procreation.

	ISBN group identifier for books published in German-speaking areas: Germany, Austria, and German-speaking Switzerland.

	kabs in a hin (ancient Hebrew measure of liquid capacity).

	magnums in a Rehoboam (champagne measure).

	number of counties in the state of Delaware.

	number of decimal places in the inverse multiple designated by the International System prefix milli-, written “m-”.

	number of Earth orbits by Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn Jr. in the Mercury capsule Friendship 7, on February 20, 1962, the first U.S. astronaut to achieve orbit.

	number of emperors of France. First empire: Napoleon I, 1894, and Louis XVIII, 1814–15. Second empire: Napoleon III 1852–70. (The Third Republic followed.) • number of eyes on Shiva, the Hindu god of ascetics and the Great Yogi.

	number of films that have won all four major Academy Awards (Best Film, Best Director, Best Actor, and Best Actress): It Happened One Night (1934), One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975), and The Silence of the Lambs (1991).


	number of Job’s daughters (Job 1:2).

	number of Lancastrian rulers of England: Henry IV, 1399; Henry V, 1413; Henry VI, 1422 and 1470–71. (The Yorkist Dynasty followed.)

	number of presidential electoral votes apportioned to each of the states of Alaska, Delaware, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Wyoming, and the District of Columbia. (May be reapportioned for the 2012 election.)

	number of rings around the planet Jupiter, found by Voyager 1.

	of seats in the House of Representatives allotted to each of the states of Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and West Virginia (as of the 2000 Census).

	number of Yorkist rulers of England: Edward IV, 1461 and 1471; Edward V, 1483; Richard III, 1483–85. (The Tudor Dynasty followed.)

	number of 0s in the multiple designated by the International System prefix kilo-, written “K-”.

	retired baseball uniform number of:

	➱ outfielder Earl Averill, retired by the Cleveland Indians.

	➱ outfielder Harold Baines, retired by the Chicago White Sox.

	➱ infielder Harmon Killebrew, retired by the Minnesota Twins.

	➱ outfielder Dale Murphy, retired by the Atlanta Braves.

	➱ outfielder Babe Ruth, retired by the New York Yankees.

	➱ first baseman Bill Terry, retired by the San Francisco Giants.





	retired basketball jersey number of:

	➱ Dennis Johnson, retired by the Boston Celtics.

	➱ Drazen Petrovic, retired by the New Jersey Nets.





	retired football jersey number of:

	➱ Tony Canadeo, retired by the Green Bay Packers.

	➱ Bronko Nagurski, retired by the Chicago Bears.

	➱ Jan Stenerud, retired by the Kansas City Chiefs.





	retired hockey shirt number of:

	➱ Ken Daneyko, retired by the New Jersey Devils.

	➱ Bob Gassoff, retired by the St. Louis Blues.

	➱ Al Hamilton, retired by the Edmonton Oilers.

	➱ Lionel Hitchman, retired by the Boston Bruins.

	➱ Harry Howell, retired by the New York Rangers.

	➱ Keith Magnuson and Pierre Pilote, both retired by the Chicago Blackhawks.

	➱ J. C. Tremblay, retired by the Quebec Nordiques.





	scruples in a dram (apothecary’s measure).

	seahs in an ephah (ancient Hebrew measure of dry capacity). on a triangle.

	the smallest odd prime number.

	statute miles in a league.

	teaspoons in a tablespoon.

	three central figures of Indian philosophy: Shankara, Ramanuja, and Madhva.

	three days and three nights that Jonah spent in the belly of the whale (Jonah 1:17).

	three feet; height of a tennis net in the center, rising to three-and-a-half feet at the supporting posts.

	three-headed, fire-breathing son of Vulcan, named Cacus.

	three inches: diameter of a regulation hockey puck (by one inch thick, weighing between five-and-a-half and six ounces).

	three percent of the world’s water is fresh water; the remainder is saline.

	three years:

	➱ the age of all horses that run in the Kentucky Derby.

	➱ the average life of a ten dollar bill.





	Title of the California Penal Code, Part I, that deals with “offenses against the sovereignty of the state.”

	Title of the United States Code dealing with the President.

	the TV channel usually used for connecting VCRs or cable systems.

	value of Roman numeral III.

	wheels on a tricycle.



anapest



	a metrical foot of three syllables, two short (unstressed) followed by one long (stressed).



apartment 3B



	at 1030 East Tremont Avenue in the Bronx, home of Molly Goldberg and her family, on the TV sitcom The Goldbergs, starring Gertrude Berg.



Avasthas



	in yoga, the three stages of consciousness all humans experience: the waking state (jagrat), the dreaming state (swapna), and the deep sleep state (sushupti).




barleycorn



	an old measure of length equal to one-third of an inch.



Beethoven’s Third Symphony



	“Eroica” symphony (in E-flat major).



Berlioz’s Third Symphony



	“Romeo and Juliet” symphony (in E-flat major).



The Big Three



	so named powers that attended the Yalta Conference in February 1945 to plan for dealing with post-World War II Europe. Roosevelt (for the U.S.), Churchill (for Great Britain), and Stalin (for Russia) agreed to partition Germany into four occupation zones, agreed to aid postwar governments in liberated nations, and created a voting procedure for the Security Council of the soon-to-be United Nations. In return for concessions in Asia, Russia also agreed to declare war on Japan within ninety days of Germany’s defeat. Most of these arrangements remained secret until after the war.



Camera Three



	a Sunday-morning local TV show on WCBS New York that offered innovative programming on literature, music, and the arts. The highly acclaimed show, which lasted from January 1956 to January 1979, won an Emmy in 1966.



Canon 3 of the American Bar Association Code of Professional Responsibility



	a lawyer should assist in preventing the unauthorized practice of law.



Cape Three Points



	a knob of land in southwest Ghana on the Gulf of Guinea.



China’s Three Sage Kings



	from prehistory: Yao, Shun, and Yu the Great.



the Christian Trinity



	the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.



Close Encounters of the Third Kind



	director Steven Spielberg’s intelligent 1977 sci-fi film about Earth’s first contact with aliens, featuring Richard Dreyfuss, Françcois Truffaut, and Teri Garr. Notable for its superb special effects and memorable score by John Williams.



Copland’s Third Symphony



	“Quiet City” symphony, for organ and orchestra. Based on music written for Irwin Shaw’s play of the same name. This symphony uses Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man” as its climax.



CV-3



	number of the U.S Navy aircraft carrier, USS Saratoga. Sunk in atomic bomb tests at Bikini Atoll, June 25, 1946.



dactyl



	metrical foot of three syllables, one long (stressed) followed by two short (unstressed).



DC-3



	called the most successful passenger plane ever flown, the Douglas Commercial 3 entered service with American Airlines in 1936. Designed to fly above most bad weather, at an altitude ceiling over 20,000 feet, the twin-engine DC-3 exhibited a number of innovative features, including retractable landing gear, wing flaps, and variable-pitch propellers. Production ended in 1944.



double eagle



	a golf score of three strokes under par on a hole.



“fiddlers three”



	a line from the nursery rhyme, “Old King Cole”:
Old King Cole was a merry old soul, 
A merry old soul was he. 
He called for his pipe, 
He called for his bowl, 
And he called for his fiddlers three.






“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”



	children’s story about a young girl who wanders into the home of the three bears in the woods, tastes their porridge, sits in their chairs, and finally falls asleep in one of their beds, the papa bear’s bed being too hard, the mama bear’s, too soft, but the baby bear’s bed being just right.



Group 3 elements (of the Periodic Table)



	scandium (21), yttrium (39), lutetium (71), lawrencium (103).



hat trick



	in ice hockey, scoring three goals in one game.



the Horae



	in Greek mythology, goddesses of the seasons, of death and rebirth. Hesiod called them Eunomia (order), Dike (justice), and Eirene (peace). The Athenians knew them as Thallo, Auxo, and Carpo.



I Led Three Lives



	a McCarthy-era propaganda TV series reflecting the Red scare of the period, syndicated from May 1952 to mid-1956. Purported to recount the experiences of Herbert A. Philbrick (played by Richard Carlson), a Boston ad exec who infiltrated the Communist Party as a counterspy for the FBI.



Later Three Years’ War



	Minamoto no Yoshiie, governor of the Mutsu province, put down a revolt by the Kiyowara family in northern Japan, 1083–87, adding to the military prestige of the Minamoto clan.



Law of the Three



	George Ivanovich Gurdjieff’s rules for the workings of the universe (active, passive, and neutral) and the human body (carnal, emotional, and spiritual).



Leonard Bernstein’s Symphony No. 3



	“Kaddish” symphony.



Lesser Three Gorges



	A scenic waterway off the Yangtze River in China noted for its 2,000-year-old hanging coffins of the Ba people and an ancient plank road cut into the side of the cliff.



Mendelssohn’s Third Symphony



	“Scottish” symphony (in A minor).



My Three Sons



	long-lived TV situation comedy of a widowed father and his male brood, starring Fred MacMurray. Ran on ABC from September 1960 to September 1965, then on CBS until August 1972. In the last few years, the three sons were played by three real-life brothers: Robbie, Charley, and Steve Douglas Jr.



Newton’s Third Law of Motion



	to every action there is an equal and opposing reaction.



the Norns



	in Norse mythology, three goddesses of fate who tend the Yggdrasil, the Tree of Life. They are the past, present, and future, controlling a person’s destiny: Urd (who manages Fate), Verdandi (who does the present), and Skuld (the future).



number 3 billiard ball



	the ball that is conventionally solid red.



Prokofiev’s Third Symphony



	“Lieutenant Kijé” symphony (in C minor).



Richard III



	Shakespeare’s take on the much maligned monarch, who is best known to high school students for his cry at the 1485 Battle of Bosworth Field: “A horse. A horse! My kingdom for a horse!” The great Bard’s play was adapted for a film in 1956, with Laurence Olivier doing double duty, both directing and playing a humanized Richard. The British Film Academy awarded it Best British Film, Best Film, and Best Actor; the Oscar that year went to Yul Brynner for his role in The King and I. An updated and somewhat sensationalized version (set in the 1930s) was filmed in 1995, with Ian McKellen as Richard, reprising his performance in his very successful stage presentation.



Schumann’s Third Symphony



	“Rhenish” symphony (in E-flat major).



Sergeants 3



	Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack in a lukewarm 1962 rewrite of Gunga Din as a Western. John Sturges directed, Sinatra produced, and Sammy Davis Jr. played the Sam Jaffe role.



Shostakovich’s Third Symphony



	“First of May” symphony (in E-flat major).



The Stranger on the Third Floor



	1940 film in which Peter Lorre (the Stranger) may or may not have committed murder. Notable is the weird dream sequence that occupies a large part of the film. All but forgotten, this gripping film is credited with being the first film noir.



Tchaikovsky’s Third Symphony



	“Polish” symphony (in D major).



These Three



	William Wyler directed this first film version of Lillian Hellman’s The Children’s Hour, which substitutes a heterosexual triangle for the original play’s lesbian story. This 1936 Oscar-nominated film starred Miriam Hopkins, Merle Oberon, and Joel McCrea.



Third Amendment to the Constitution



	establishes conditions for the quartering of soldiers.



Third Cataract



	a section of white water in the Nile River, north of Kerma in northern Sudan.



third-class mail



	class of mail in the U.S. postal system, including all printed matter, except newspapers and magazines, that weighs less than 16 ounces and is unsealed.



Third Commandment



	Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain.



Third Crusade



	Pope Gregory VIII preached the crusade following the 1187 recapture of Jerusalem by Saladin, and in 1189 the third began, directed by several of Euope’s leading figures: Richard I of England, Philip II of France, and Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor. Frederick died in Cilicia in 1190, and after the strained alliance of English and French, retook after the strained alliance of English and French, retook Acre from the Muslims in 1191, Philip returned home. Richard fashioned a truce with Saladin in 1192 and left the Holy Land that year.



third degree



	rough or prolonged mental or physical coercion used to compel a prisoner to confess or to release information.



third-degree burn



	in which skin and its underlying tissue are destroyed and sensitive nerve endings are exposed, sometimes accompanied by shock.



third estate



	the common people as a class of society.



Third French War of Religion



	undeterred by the 1658 Peace of Longjumeau, the Catholic Cardinal de Lorraine devised a plot to capture the Huguenot leaders, Duc de Condé and Admiral de Coligny, and thus devalue Huguenot influence in France. The plot failed, and Condé and Coligny raised another army to begin a third war, in which Huguenot forces suffered several defeats. But with coffers severely depleted by the war, the crown negotiated yet another peace, finalized at St. Germain in 1570. The fighting in central and southern France had extended the suffering to new areas and further increased tensions between Catholics and Protestants.



Third House



	in astrology, deals with thinking and communicating.



Third International



	also called the Comintern; organized by the Bolsheviks in 1919 to coordinate Communist activities worldwide, advocating revolution to achieve their ends. Dissolved in 1943.



Third Lateran Council



	in 1179 by Pope Alexander III in order to settle political conflicts between the Vatican and Frederick I of Germany. Also known as the eleventh ecumenical council, it prescribed a two-thirds majority of cardinals to elect a pope.



Third Law of Thermodynamics



	the entropy of a substance approaches zero as its temperature approaches absolute zero, but absolute zero can never be reached.



third lieutenant



	one who has competed his/her officer’s training, but has as yet not been commissioned.



The Third Man



	Graham Greene’s novel of intrigue set in Vienna after after World War II, which became the basis for a tense 1950 film starring Joseph Cotten and Orson Welles, directed by Carol Reed.



Third Order



	in Roman Catholicism, a branch of a religious order whose members are laypeople leading secular lives.



Third Order of Saint Francis



	the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, founded in 1221; for men and women who live in a state between the world and the cloister, who engage in ordinary professions of secular life but are dedicated to Franciscan service through vow and discipline. Called tertiaries, they may be men or women, single or married, may or may not be celibate, may or may not live in a community, but have made a lifetime commitment to the rule of penance.



third party



	(a) any new American polical group offering an alternative to Republicans and Democrats.

	(b) a person who is involved only incidentally in a legal proceeding.



third person



	in grammar, the person referred to, other than the speaker or the person spoken to.



third position



	in ballet, position in which the feet are at right angles to the direction of the body, toes pointing out in opposite directions, one foot directly in front of the other, with the heel of each foot touching the middle of the other foot.



third president



	Thomas Jefferson, March 4, 1801 to March 3, 1809.



third rail



	the rail that carries the high voltage powering an electric railway.



Third Reich



	designates the German State from 1933 to 1945, the Nazi period, under the leadership of Adolf Hitler.



Third Republic



	the French Republic from the fall of the Commune (1871) until the German occupation in 1940.



3rd Rock from the Sun



	TV comedy series about an alien family learning the mores of living on Earth, with John Lithgow, Kriste, Johnston, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, French Stewart, and Jane Curtin. Debuted on January 9, 1996, with the last show airing on May 22, 2001.



third state of the Union



	New Jersey ratified the Constitution on December 18, 1787.



The Third Violet



	1897 novel by Stephen Crane about a young artist’s infatuation with a rich girl, reflecting Crane’s hopeless love affair with actress Helen Trent when he was nineteen.



third wedding anniversary gift



	leather is customary.



third wheel



	a superfluous person who contributes nothing to a social event or a task that must be completed.



Third World



	collectively, the developing countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America.



Three-Age System



	a system for classifying prehistoric artifacts according to stages of technological development, divided into Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages.



three attributes of discourse



	(Roman): the composito, the elegantia, and the dignitas.



three B’s



	the great composers of classical music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750), Ludwig von Beethoven (1770–1827), and Johannes Brahms (1833–97).



three-bagger



	in baseball, a triple; a three-base hit.



“three bags full”



	line from the nursery rhyme:
Baa, baa, black sheep, 
Have you any wool? 
Yes, sir, yes, sir, 
Three bags full. 
One for my master, 
One for my dame, 
And one for the little boy 
Who lives down the lane.






three basic texts of Vedanta



	the chief Hindu philosophy: the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, the Brahma-Sutras. Together, they are called Prasthanatraya —the triple crown of the Vedanta.



“Three Baskets of the Law”



	holy writings of the Buddhists, the Tripitaka:“Abhidhamma Pitaka,” metaphysical and philosophical doctrines; “Vinaya Pitaka,” the law and regulations of discipline; and “Sutta Pitaka,” the parables and sermons of Gautama.



three bells



	time check on-board ship signifies 1:30 or 5:30 or 9:30, A.M. or P.M.



The Three Black Pennys



	1917 three-part novel by Joseph Hergesheimer following the rise and fall of a family involved with the Pennsylvania iron industry.



“Three Blind Mice”



	the nursery rhyme:
Three blind mice. Three blind mice. 
See how they run. See how they run. 
They all ran after the farmer’s wife, 
Who cut off their tails with a carving knife. 
You never saw such a sight in your life 
As three blind mice.






three brass balls



	(a) the conventional symbol of a pawn shop.

	(b) the family crest of the Medici family of Florence, Italy.



Three Bridges



	a town in Somerset County, New Jersey.



The Three Caballeros



	1944 Disney film inventively combining live and animated sequences, with music from several Latino composers. Sequences move from Mexico to Brazil and back to Mexico.



Three Came Home



	1954 film with Claudette Colbert in a fine performance as American writer Agnes Keith, imprisoned during World War II in a Japanese internment camp, administered by Colonel Suga (played by Sessue Hayakawa). Based on the book by Agnes Keith.



three-card monte



	a gambling game in which the dealer shows three cards to a player, then turns them face down, shuffles them, and the player tries to identify the position of a particular card. Much favored by street hustlers.



three-cent piece



	U.S. coin minted in silver from 1851 to 1873, and in nickel from 1865 to 1889.



Three Charities



	(See Three Graces).



three cheers



	the customary commendation in recognition of a job well done.



three children of Llyr, God of Wales



	Bendigeidfran, Branwen, and Manawydan.



Three Coins in the Fountain



	story about the romantic complications for three women in Rome living out the legend that anyone who throws a coin into the Trevi Fountain will return to the Eternal City. Directed by Jean Negulesco, the three women in this 1954 film are Dorothy McGuire, Jean Peters, and Maggie McNamara. The complications are supplied, respectively, by Clifton Webb, Rossano Brazzi, and Louis Jourdan.



three-color



	printing or photographic process in which three primary colors, on three separate plates, are combined in different intensities to produce a vast array of other colors.



Three Comrades



	with a screenplay coauthored by F. Scott Fitzgerald (based on the novel by Erich Maria Remarque), this bleak 1938 film follows three German soldiers Franchot Tone, Robert Taylor, and Robert Young as they return to their war-ravaged homeland following World War I. Margaret Sullavan, as their female compatriot, received an Oscar nomination and was named best actress of the year by the New York Film Critics.



The Three-Cornered Hat



	an 1874 Spanish comic novel by Antonio de Alarcón, in which the miller Lucas suspects he is being cuckolded, and the various misunderstandings that ensue.



Three Creek



	a town in southwestern Idaho.



three Cyclopes



	Brontes, Steropes, and Arges; in Greek mythology, creatures who each had only one eye in the middle of the forehead, known for their strength and manual dexterity. They helped the Olympians defeat the Titans.



3-D



	(a) abbreviation for three-dimensional, in general usage.

	(b) specifically, the three-dimensional movie process or the film made using it.



Three Days’ Battle



	Battle of Gettsburg, the decisive battle of the Civil War, June 1–3, 1863. Confederate forces in several attacks, including Pickett’s disastrous charge, were unable to dislodge the entrenched Union positions, and Lee fell back, with severe losses to both sides. The Union troops lost over 23,000 men, and the Confederates, 38,000. Five months later, on the battlefield, President Lincoln delivered his memorable Gettysburg Address on November 19, 1863.



Three Days of the Condor



	1975 CIA thriller directed by Sydney Pollack, with Robert Redford as an intelligence reader dropped into the middle of an internecine plot.



three-decker



	a novel published in three separate volumes, usually in cloth binding; popular in Victorian England at the end of the nineteenth century.



three-dimensional



	(adj.) defines a solid, which has length, and width, and height.



three divisions of the Buddhist scriptures



	
1. Sutras, the teachings of the Buddha;

	
2. Precepts; and

	
3. Commentaries, or discourses on the Buddha’s teachings.



Three Dog Night



	popular singing group performing since 1969 (with a hiatus from 1975 to 1981), with twenty-one consecutive Top 40 hits, eighteen straight Top 20 hits, eleven Top 10 hits, three number-1 hits, and twelve straight RIAA Certified Gold LPs.



three-dollar bill



	an odd person, or something that seems out of place at the moment.



three-dollar gold piece



	U.S. coin minted from 1854 to 1889.



three doshas



	in Ayurveda, the ancient Vedic system of medicine from India, health is balanced by three subtle forces: vata, pitta, and kapha. According to Sushruta, an ancient contributor to Indian medicine, the doshas represent three humors of the body: vata = air, pitta = fire, kapha = mucus.



Three Emperors’ League



	(a) iniformal alliance among Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia, activated in 1873 by a conference attended by the emperors William I, Francis Joseph, and Alexander II. The intent was to assert monarchical solidarity and to maintain peace between Austria-Hungary and Russia. Renewed in 1881, the alliance remained in force until replaced by the Austro-German Alliance of 1879.

	(b) also know as the Three Emperors’ Alliance, initiated by Bismarck in June 1881 to reassure Russia following the Dual Alliance between Germany and Austria.



“The Three Enemies”



	an 1862 poem by Christina Rosetti (1830–94), the title alluding to the Flesh, the World, and the Devil.



the three evil passions



	in Buddhism, greed, anger, and stupidity.



3 F’s



	fair rent, fixity of tenure, and freedom from sale; the three demands of the Irish Land League, founded in 1879 by Charles Stewart Parnell and Michael Davitt.



The Three Faces of Eve



	1957 film starring Joanne Woodward in an Oscar-winning performance as an emotionally disturbed woman with three distinct personalities. Produced, written, and directed by Nunnally Johnson, the film was based on a true story.



Three Fates



	in classical mythology, goddesses of destiny: Clotho, who spins the thread of life; Lachesis, who determines its length; and Atropos, who cuts it off. Known to the Greeks as Moerae, to the Romans as Parcae. Daughters of Zeus and Themis.



Three Fingers



	a mountain in western Washington State, about 30 miles northeast of Everett.



“The Three Fishers”



	an 1849 poem by Charles Kingsley (1819–75) about three fishermen who die at sea, containing the classic line “For men must work, and women must weep.”



threefold ministry



	hierarchy of the ministry in both Catholic and Episcopal churches: bishop, presbyter, deacon.



threefold refuge



	three affirmations made by Buddhist monks and layerpersons: “We take refuge in the Buddha. We take refuge in the Dharma. We take refuge in the Sangha.”



Three Forks



	a town in western Montana, about 30 miles northwest of Bozeman.



“three French hens”



	the gift on the third day of Christmas in the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”



Three Furies



	in classical mythology, goddesses of vengeance: Alecto (the unresting), Megaera (the jealous), and Tisiphone (the avenger). Known to the Greeks as the Erinyes and Eumenides, and to the Romans as Furiae.



Three Godfathers



	John Ford’s 1948 Western, his first film in color, has John Wayne as an outlaw who finds redemption in caring for an infant left by a dying woman.



Three Gorges



	a scenic passage along the Yangtze River in China: Xiling Gorge, from Yichang to Badong (106 miles, encompassing the Three Gorges Dam at Sandouping); Wu Gorge, from Badong to Wushan (72 miles); and Gutang Gorge, from Wushan to Wanxian (13 miles).



three Gorgons



	daughters of Porcys and Ceto, hideous creatures with serpents for hair and huge boarlike tusks; they were named Sthenno, Euryale, and Medusa. Medusa was the only one of the three who was mortal; the other two immortal.



Three Graces



	(a) in Christian theology, faith, hope, and charity. Also called theological virtues or cardinal virtues (1 Corinthians 13:13).

	(b) in Greek mythology, Aglaia, Thalia, and Euphrosyne: goddesses of grace, charm, and beauty. They are daughters of Zeus and Eurynome. Also known as the Three Charities.



three Graeae



	hideous misshapen sisters and guardians of the Gorgons, named Pemphredo, Enyo, and Dino. They lived in the land where the Sun never shone, and they shared one eye and one tooth. They are the daughters of Phorcys and Ceto.



the three great men of Laotian and Northern Thailand myth



	Pu Lang Seung, Khun K’an, and Khun K’et, who broke open three gourds and released the people who settled Southeast Asia.



three great river goddesses of Hinduism



	in India: Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati.



three gunas



	in the philosophy of yoga, three qualities of nature that account for the diversified objects of experience: tamas (for thought and stability), rajas (for activity and restlessness), sattva (for orderliness and restraint).



three harpies



	the predatory winged demons in Greek mythology: Aello, Celaeno, and Ocypete.



three-headed giant



	Geryones, from whom Heracles (Hercules) stole the cattle as one of his twelve labors.



three heavens of Chinese Buddhism



	the Kama Heaven, full of earthly pleasures; above that, the Rupa Heaven, of forms but no earthly pleasures; and, above all others, Arupa Heaven, with neither forms nor human conceptions.



three Hesperides



	in Greek mythology, the Nymphs of the Setting Sun: Aegle (Brightness), Erythia (“Scarlet”), and Hespararethusa (“Sunset Glow”). Daughters of Atlas, they guarded the tree that produced golden apples.



three high gods: the Sumerian pantheon



	An, heaven-god; Enlil, air-god; and a goddess, Ninhursag, the Lady of the Mountain.



Three Hills



	a town in southeastern Alberta Province, Canada.



Three Holy Children



	Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; three Jews who were thrown into the fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar and saved by an angel (Daniel 3:19–26).



Three Hours



	a Roman Catholic religious observance practiced on Good Friday between noon and 3:00 P.M., in memory of the three hours Jesus hung on the cross.



Three Hummock Island



	an island in the Bass Strait, northwest of Tasmania.



3-iron



	golf club equivalent to the earlier mid-mashie.



Three Jewels of Taoism



	compassion, moderation, and modesty or humility.



three judges of Hades



	in Greek mythology, Minos, Rhadamanthys, and Aeacus.



3 June



	birthday of Jefferson Davis, observed in the Southern states.



three kinds of Buddhist sages



	Shravakas, pratyekabuddhas, and bodhisattvas.



three kinds of pain



	
1. physical and emotional pain caused by illness, hunger, thirst, etc.;

	
2. pain of losing something or someone that one is attached to;

	
3. pain caused by vicissitudes of the world.



three kingdoms



	forms of matter: animal, mineral, vegetable.



Three Kingdoms



	period in Chinese history from 220 to 265, following the collapse of the Han Dynasty. The name reflects the division of China into three realms: Wei, Shu, and Wu.



Three Kingdoms Period



	after eliminating the Chinese in 313, Korea remained for several centuries fractured into Koguryo in the north, Paekche in the southwest, and Silla in the southeast.



Three Kings Island



	a small island off the northern tip of the North Island, New Zealand.



Three Knobs



	a mountain in the Northern Territory of Australia.



Three Lakes



	a town in northern Wisconsin, about 60 miles north of Wausau.



three-legged mare



	the gallows.



three-legged race



	in which each pair of contestants run as one with their adjacent legs tied together.



three levels of existence in Tibetan Buddhism



	world of the senses (kama-loka), world of fine materials (rupa-loka), and immaterial world (arupa-loka).



three-light window



	a window in which two mullions separate the window space into three glass areas.



Three Links



	direct telephone, postal, and airline links between mainland China (Fujian Province) and Taiwan (islands of Quemoy and Matsu) since 2001. Previously, all such contacts were made through Hong Kong. Now, of course, e-mail is also available.



Three Little Maids



	Yum-Yum, Peep-Bo, and Pitti-Sing, schoolgirl wards of Ko-Ko in the Gilbert and Sullivan operetta, The Mikado.




“Three Little Pigs”



	(a) children’s tale of three little pigs who are threatened by a hungry wolf. The first two build their insubstantial houses of straw and branches, and the wolf, who warns them, “I’ll huff and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow your house down,” succeeds in doing just that. They flee to the house of the third, which is built of bricks and is too sturdy for the wolf to destroy.
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