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Chapter 1 SOMETHING DIFFERENT


Henry’s spy senses tingled.

Something is different about this morning, he thought as he sat up in bed. But what?

Henry looked around his room.

[image: Henry Heckelbeck in a dimly lit room flicking a light switch on a wall.]

His books stood on the bookshelves. Outside his window, clouds covered the sun in the sky.

Everything looked totally normal.

Already fully dressed, Henry jumped out of bed and flicked on the light switch. But the light didn’t turn on.

Flick! Flick! Flick!

[image: Henry Heckelbeck running down a staircase, shouting with hands cupped around his mouth.]

Nothing happened. So Henry ran into the hallway and thumped down the stairs.

“The light fizzed out in my room!” he yelled.

Right outside the kitchen, Henry’s spy senses tingled again.

It’s too quiet, he thought.

There was no toaster dinging. No smoothie machine whirring. No music playing or Dad humming.

[image: Henry Heckelbeck engaged in conversation with his mom and dad sitting at a table with hot beverages in their hands.]

Henry trotted into the kitchen. His mom and dad were sitting at the table in their pajamas.

Pajamas on a Thursday morning? Something was definitely weird!

“What’s going on?” he asked. “Is today April Fool’s Day?”

“No fooling around,” Dad said. “Brewster is having a blackout.”

Henry gasped.

“A blackout?” Henry said. “Like, all the lights are out?”

“The main power line is down,” Mom told Henry. “The electricity is out all over town. Even at school.”

[image: Henry Heckelbeck engaged in a conversation with his mom and imagining sitting in a dark classroom with a desk that has his name on it.]

Henry asked, “Does that mean I have to go to school in the DARK?”

[image: Henry Heckelbeck raising his arms excitedly while his mom and dad watch with smiles.]

Mom and Dad laughed.

“No, silly,” Dad said. “It means there’s no school today.”

Henry’s face lit up. “No school” were the two most magical words on a Thursday morning!

“YES!” he shouted.

His spy senses were right, after all!
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Chapter 2 POWER PLAY


Dad handed Henry a shiny pocket flashlight.

“This is your blackout gadget, Henry the Spy,” Dad said with a wink.

Henry loved gadgets.

[image: Henry Heckelbeck shining a flashlight on Heidi, looking surprised, reading a book in bed.]

Henry pushed the squishy button on the flashlight.

Click! Click! The light had a high beam and a low beam.

Henry ran upstairs, clicking the flashlight on and off as he went.

His sister, Heidi, was reading in her room by flashlight.

“Tag, you’re it!” Henry said, shining a beam of light into the room.

“Hey!” Heidi yelled. “Who said you could barge into my room without knocking?”

She grabbed a pillow and chucked it at Henry.

[image: Henry Heckelbeck holding a flashlight is startled as a pillow is thrown at him in a dimly lit room.]

“Missed me by a mile!” Henry said. “So, you wanna play flashlight tag?”

“I’m reading,” Heidi replied. “Play by yourself.”

“Come on!” Henry begged. “You need more than one person to play flashlight tag.”

But Heidi just put her nose back into her book.

“You’re no fun,” Henry huffed, stomping out of the room.

Then he had an idea. Heidi may not be fun. But Dudley is!

Dudley Day was Henry’s friend. He lived four doors down the street.

[image: Henry Heckelbeck, shining the flashlight on his face, thinking about Dudley Day, shown in a thought bubble.]

Henry bolted out the front door and raced down the sidewalk. That’s when he saw someone else running toward him from the other direction.
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