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The Wuhan Cover-Up


“RFK Jr. has done it again. The Wuhan Cover-Up is not only an indispensable history of the rise of the global threat of bioweaponry, it is also an oh-so-timely deep dive into how a viral pandemic was unleashed upon the world via the deceit, greed, and foolishness of bad actors at the highest levels of our own government. A stunning sequel to The Real Anthony Fauci, and an historic publication that answers the core national security—and existential—questions of our time.”


—Naomi Wolf, bestselling author of The Beauty Myth and The Bodies of Others


“This’ll scare the hell out of you. The scariest part is, it’s true. Thank God for Bobby Kennedy Jr.”


—Tucker Carlson


“The Wuhan Cover-Up will blow out of the water the international disinformation campaign by US and Chinese government officials and their bribed scientists that COVID-19 somehow magically jumped out of the Wuhan wet market. Kennedy’s book will provide the ammunition needed for us lawyers to hold them all legally accountable for this Nuremberg Crime against Humanity.”


—Professor Francis A. Boyle, author of the Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989


“Bioweapons are a forbidden fruit but an irresistible one because the criminal is rarely identified. Were coronavirus weapons so seductive that they blurred the line between friend and enemy? Bobby Kennedy lays out the facts in a book you won’t put down.”


—Meryl Nass, MD, biological warfare epidemiologist and anthrax expert


“The title of US presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy’s new book, The Wuhan Cover-Up, does not really represent the scope and nature of this seminal work. This book is the most comprehensive historic summary and indictment of the history of the United States’ biowarfare/biodefense program ever written. Summarizing an amazing sweep of untold censored history, The Wuhan Cover-Up offers a case study demonstrating the consequences of the situational ethical slide which often occurs when a massive administrative bureaucracy fuses with an ‘intelligence community.’”


—Robert W. Malone, MD, MS, virologist, immunologist, clinical research and regulatory affairs expert, and author of Lies My Gov’t Told Me


“RFK Jr.’s painstaking research reveals facts that anyone can confirm, but few can accept. Bioweapons research and production has a dark history many people would want to wish away. Kennedy’s compelling book makes that impossible.”


—Gavin de Becker, bestselling author of The Gift of Fear 


“An extraordinary elucidation of a singularly dark and terrible enterprise. The Wuhan Cover-Up is a meticulous work of scholarship that reads like a thrilling crime story. Written by a current candidate for president of the United States, the book is destined to be one of the most significant in history.”


—Peter A. McCullough, MD, MPH, author of The Courage to Face COVID-19


“If you found Bobby Kennedy’s bestselling book, The Real Anthony Fauci, to be engaging and thought-provoking, then The Wuhan Cover-Up is a must-read for you. This compelling book can be considered the next installment in the series, delving into the intriguing history of the bioweapons-industrial complex and its clandestine utilization against humanity. Prepare to be captivated by the well-researched content that unveils the hidden truths behind bioweapons and their potential impact on us all.”


—Dr. Joseph Mercola, founder of Mercola.com, the most visited natural health site


“Robert Kennedy’s meticulously documented and powerful exposé in The Real Anthony Fauci alerted me to his stature as one of the most learned and courageous truth-tellers of our times. His new book on the history of bioweapons research, the incredible dangers it poses for mankind, and the almost unimaginable corruption in which it is enmeshed is a blockbuster of the same caliber. It reminds us not only that it is time we put this malefic ‘research’ to an end, but also rescue our government from the Washington cabals and special interest lobbies that control both political parties, thereby enabling a return to policies that support the middle class and make it possible for millions to once again experience the American Dream.”


—David Stockman, former US Representative (R-MI)


“I’ll never forget RFK Jr. telling me on a hiking trail in February 2023 that when you expose Big Pharma, you’re up against the Department of Defense. I’ll also never forget the Pfizer executive telling my undercover journalist, ‘You have to promise you won’t tell anyone . . . I suspect the virus started in Wuhan. Makes no sense the virus popped out of nowhere.’ Power hates sunlight, coercion relies upon deception, and informed consent requires a veil to be lifted. That’s what this book, The Wuhan Cover-Up does so effectively, much like its predecessor, The Real Anthony Fauci.”


—James O’Keefe, founder of Project Veritas and author of American Muckraker


“The greatest tragedy in human history has unfolded before our own eyes. I was not surprised to learn that a deadly virus, SARS-CoV2, had leaked out of a laboratory in Wuhan, China in the late summer of 2019. In retrospect, I was shocked that the US government did not notify and alert the public of the global spread of COVID in the fall of 2019. In fact, the US government did something far worse. Bobby’s book succinctly elucidates how and why the opaque nexus of the US military and intelligence community leveraged corrupt and morally deficient scientists and bureaucrats to execute what was the largest and most sophisticated psychological operation in world history. The three goals were simple: to obfuscate the true origin of a jointly created biological weapon by the US and China; to bring an untested mRNA-based medical countermeasure rapidly to market for civilian use; and to instill fear into the population for dominance and control. Bobby’s book concisely and eloquently exposes these horrendous inconvenient truths.”


—Andrew G. Huff, PhD, author of The Truth About Wuhan


“Whenever I read, listen to, or debate Bobby, I learn something new and change my mind on at least one or two issues, while vehemently disagreeing with many others. Both the agreements and disagreements stimulate my thinking and emotions, even when they make me angry or concerned. Read him and make up your own minds.”


—Alan Dershowitz
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Dedication






I dedicate this book to all the warrior moms who inspire me each and every day and to the millions of people who were harmed or lost their lives during the COVID crisis.
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Introduction






On my seventh birthday, January 17, 1961—three days before my uncle, John F. Kennedy, took his oath of office as United States President—his predecessor, President Dwight Eisenhower, appeared on national television to deliver his farewell address, which history increasingly regards as one of the most important and prophetic speeches in American history.


In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.


We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes.1


President Eisenhower took special care to include an expanded definition of his term “military-industrial complex” that would include the top bureaucrats at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Eisenhower warned that the federal government’s rising medical and scientific technocracy posed its own unique threats toward our democracy and freedom.


In this revolution, [scientific/medical] research has become central; it also becomes more formalized, complex, and costly. A steadily increasing share is conducted for, by, or at the direction of, the Federal government . . .


Partly because of the huge costs involved, a government contract becomes virtually a substitute for intellectual curiosity . . .


The prospect of domination of the nation’s scholars by Federal employment, project allocations, and the power of money is ever present and is gravely to be regarded . . .


[W]e must also be alert to the . . . danger that public policy could itself become the captive of a scientific-technological elite.2


Eisenhower ended his speech with an admonition that echoes now in rebuke as we emerge from the COVID era that trampled the core principles that had, for 240 years, maintained America as the global exemplar for democracy, constitutional government, and personal freedom.


It is the task of statesmanship to mold, to balance, and to integrate these and other forces, new and old, within the principles of our democratic system—ever aiming toward the supreme goals of our free society.3


Eisenhower had recognized that America could not be both a democracy at home and an imperial power abroad. But to justify its existence, that cartel would drum up endless wars and emergencies that ensured its own wealth and power while transforming America from an exemplary democracy into a national security state abroad and surveillance state at home.


Seven years later, Dr. Anthony Fauci joined the National Institutes of Health, where he would never face combat. There he began a fifty-year sojourn that would put him at the summit of the nation’s scientific and technological elite, an apex that he would use to militarize and monetize medical research and to consolidate the seamless alliance between government, science, the military and intelligence agencies, and private contractors in ways that would consummate President Eisenhower’s worst nightmares about the threat this cartel posed to democracy.


The cartel would reach its apogee in 2022. As the COVID pandemic commenced, the rising medical technocracy—with Anthony Fauci at the helm—took on all the menacing features President Eisenhower warned against. A powerful syndicate, composed of government public health technocrats, a rapacious pharmaceutical industry, military and intelligence officials, and media and social media titans, appropriated awesome new powers to override constitutional and civil rights, censor information, suppress dissent, and engineer compliance with arbitrary diktats. These mandates culminated in mass submission to inoculation with risky, ineffective, shoddily tested, and unlicensed vaccines. And no one is liable for any damage they cause.4


Claiming unprecedented new powers as necessary to fight the war against germs, government and industry officials predictably abused them, dealing blows to democracy with no discernible benefits to public health. Just as the CIA and military apparatus paradoxically profit from war, not peace, the medical cartel and its Big Pharma allies benefit from illness, not health. Dr. Fauci and his cronies amplified this power through an orchestrated propaganda campaign bent on maintaining a level of public terror and germophobia.


The eminent sociologist C. Wright Mills had anticipated Eisenhower’s prescient warning four years earlier in his durable 1956 work, The Power Elite. Since World War II, America had been dominated by “a permanent-war economy,” in the words of the maverick sociologist.5 This war establishment maintained its power and profits by creating a constant, free-floating state of anxiety and animosity. “For the first time in American history, men in authority are talking about an ‘emergency’ without a foreseeable end,” Mills wrote.6 “Such men as these are crackpot realists: in the name of realism they have constructed a paranoid reality all their own.” 7


Three days after Eisenhower’s farewell address, on a frozen day in Washington, I sat under a clear sky in a frigid bleacher and watched my uncle, the incoming president, John F. Kennedy, take the oath of office. In his own inaugural in 1933, at the height of a terrifying global depression, JFK’s idol Franklin Delano Roosevelt had warned the nation that fear was the most potent tool of totalitarians. In Europe, despots from the left and right had wielded public fear of the same depression to transform Russia into a communist nation and Italy, Germany, and Spain into fascist totalitarian states. FDR had preserved both capitalism and democracy by a steady hand and confidence that kept fear at bay.8


My uncle’s truncated administration would be a three-year battle to secede from the reign of fear. His first bitter battle with his security apparatus occurred three months later during the failed Bay of Pigs invasion. Even as he took public blame for the calamity, he realized that his military brass and CIA panjandrums had lied to him to trick him into allowing an invasion they knew would fail. Their plan was to trap a young president, faced with this humiliating failure three months into a presidency, into complying with the demands of his Joint Chiefs for a full US invasion of Cuba, something that JFK had vowed never to do.


I chronicled this struggle in my 2018 book, American Values.9 JFK recognized that the CIA’s function was no longer securing US interests. It had devolved into a rogue agency, taking on the implicit ambition of US multinational corporations, including oil companies and Big Agriculture. In this case, CIA’s partners were Texaco, United Fruit Company, and the American mafia.10,11 JFK recognized that the CIA’s essential function was no longer national security but providing the Pentagon and its military contractors a steady pipeline of continuous wars.


In May 1961, now only four months into his presidency, my uncle stood inside the Oval Office telling his closest aide that he wanted to “splinter the CIA in a thousand pieces and scatter it to the winds.”12 Between November 1961 and February 1962, he fired the agency’s three top officers—Allen Dulles, Charles Cabell, and Richard Bissell.13


American Values recounts my family’s sixty-year fistfight with that agency.14 Today, powerful pharmaceutical companies have joined Big Oil as the engine of US foreign policy, and US intelligence is still playing the same insidious role. This book explores that history.


My 2021 book, The Real Anthony Fauci: Bill Gates, Big Pharma, and the Global War on Democracy and Public Health, also examines the rise of the biosecurity agenda and the remarkable alliance between Western public health regulators, military and intelligence agencies, and odd allies at the apex of the Chinese military in creating the bugs that cause pandemics and crafting responses that have advanced the agenda of a security and surveillance state. Their efforts hide the shadowy influences of these puppeteers who manipulated every feature of the pandemic. The coordination of these forces is nowhere more evident than in their orchestration of the cover-up of the origins of the COVID bug.15


The biosecurity agenda—Pandemic Preparedness and Response (PPR), as it is euphemistically called—is the organizing principle of the post–Cold War military-industrial complex—or, more accurately, the military/medical-industrial complex. CIA and Pentagon planners played key roles in a series of over a dozen tabletop simulations, beginning in 1999, that served as secret training exercises for tens of thousands of US officials and foreign leaders in responding to global pandemics with a series of authoritarian “countermeasures” that function as a coup d’état against democratic and constitutional rights. This syndicate includes the Pentagon and intelligence apparatus, pharmaceutical companies, traditional media and social media platforms, and Big Data—which all have incestuous financial entanglements with each other that drive clear but perverse incentives to develop and periodically release infectious bioweapons and reap profits and power from the response.


Anthony Fauci and billionaire Bill Gates became the visible faces of pandemic response, but in this book I expose them as frontmen for a much larger enterprise: a military/medical-industrial complex driven by elements within the CIA and Pentagon, which—even more than Anthony Fauci—contributed to creating the COVID-19 coronavirus in a Chinese lab, dictated the official countermeasures, managed and controlled the vaccine rollout, and managed the cover-up of the source. Hiding their role in the creation of the COVID-19 coronavirus is critical because its exposure would reveal the corruption and the players. It is their Achilles’ heel.













CHAPTER 1


The Soothsayers






Like a pair of Cassandras, Bill Gates and Anthony Fauci spent a decade prophesying a worldwide coronavirus pandemic with what, in retrospect, seems eerie precision. Preaching their doomsday jeremiads on the favored rostrums of the global elite—the World Economic Forum’s roundtable in Davos, the United Nations’ podium in New York, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) platform in Geneva, Silicon Valley stages, and from network television studios—these savvy seers waged their frantic crusade to rouse the complacent public, press, and politicians to the imminent threat of calamity by contagion. In March 2015, poised on a dais beneath a goliath screen depicting the now-familiar pincushion coronavirus orb, Gates warned his TED Talk audience that the defining catastrophe of our time would be—“not missiles, but microbes.”1


Two years later, on January 10, 2017, ten days before Donald Trump took the oath of office, and just twenty-four months before COVID-19 found its US beachhead in Seattle,2 Dr. Fauci, speaking at a pandemic preparedness forum at Georgetown University, predicted the precise timing of the coronavirus pandemic. “[T]here is no question that there will be a challenge to the coming [Trump] administration in the arena of infectious diseases.” Dr. Fauci added, “There will be a surprise outbreak . . .3 The thing we’re extraordinarily confident about is that we are going to see this in the next few years.”4,5 He was right; it would be almost exactly three years later.


Both men agreed that the only strategy for averting this inevitable calamity was an Apollo 11–magnitude private and public investment in a new generation of turnkey mRNA vaccine technology which, they predicted, was the only remedy that could save humanity from the coming plague.


Gates also was so certain of the impending pandemic—for which his mRNA vaccines would be the only remedy—that he committed vassal organizations, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)6 and Gavi (formerly, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) to raise hundreds of millions of dollars for the development of vaccine platform technologies, enabling rapid deployment for as-yet-unknown emerging infectious diseases designated as “Disease X.” 7,8,9,10,11 The Gates Foundation pledged US $750 million to set up Gavi in 1999 as a vehicle for diverting the foreign aid budgets of Western countries to promote vaccine uptake in developing nations;12,13 the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) afterward poured billions into Gavi’s vaccine program.14 Gates created CEPI at the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland, in 2017 to encourage global collaboration in promoting and developing vaccines, including new ones for emerging infectious diseases like “Disease X.”15,16 CEPI promised that its innovative mRNA vaccine platform would allow it to “rapidly manufacture vaccines against many different types of disease.”17,18 No one seemed to think it reckless to spend millions in grievously needed public health dollars for inoculations against a malady that did not yet exist.19


It’s noteworthy that both Gates and Dr. Fauci hinted that the anticipated pandemic might come from a deliberately weaponized virus. A month after Dr. Fauci’s 2017 Georgetown speech,20 Gates asked the annual conclave of Western intelligence agency leaders at the Munich Security Conference to “imagine that somewhere in the world a new weapon exists or could emerge that is capable of killing millions of people, bringing economies to a standstill and casting nations into chaos.”21 Gates scolded attendees at a Massachusetts Medical Society and New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) event on April 27, 2018, saying, “If it were a military weapon, the response would be to do everything possible to develop countermeasures”; a “sense of urgency is lacking,” he said, when it comes to biologic threats.22


In March 2019, the Wuhan Institute of Virology’s gain-of-function impresario Shi Zhengli—a.k.a. “Bat Woman”—and her colleagues, forecast: “It is highly likely that future SARS- or MERS-like coronavirus outbreaks will originate from bats, and there is an increased probability that this will occur in China.”23


The peculiar accuracy of this prediction of an impending coronavirus pandemic was especially impressive since—in the recorded history of mankind—coronaviruses had never caused a pandemic. While flu—particularly avian flu—could be both deadly and contagious, the deadly coronaviruses did not transmit easily among humans, which is why the 2003 SARS outbreak waned so quickly, with only 774 deaths among the world’s 6.2 billion people.24,25,26 Furthermore, the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) had already identified numerous off-the-shelf remedies—including vitamin D, zinc, the antibiotic azithromycin (Zithromax), and hydroxychloroquine—with devastating effectiveness against coronaviruses, both as prophylaxis and cure.27


Nevertheless, on March 28, 2019, six months before COVID-19 would ultimately kick in, the government-funded Cambridge, Massachusetts, biotech start-up Moderna amended its previously rejected patent application for its mRNA vaccine platform to seek federal patent approval for a coronavirus vaccine with renewed urgency.28,29 Moderna begged the US Patent Office to act with alacrity, citing “a concern for re-emergence or a deliberate release of the SARS coronavirus.”30 Moderna’s CEO, Stéphane Bancel, had some inside knowledge that may have informed that extraordinarily prescient appeal. Bancel, as the former CEO of bioMérieux, the French company that built the $44 million Wuhan Institute of Virology, a biosafety level 4 (BSL-4) lab,31,32 likely had insider knowledge of the lab’s reported difficulties with the critical airflow system required to keep transmissible viruses from escaping.33,34


How could Bancel possibly know such inside details about the Wuhan lab? He was CEO of bioMérieux when it built the Wuhan lab.35,36 And Bancel had elsewhere demonstrated the same uncanny gift of foresight. In 2016, Moderna patented the general concept of using the spike protein in coronavirus vaccines. The world now knows that the spike protein is the basis of all US vaccines designed to prevent COVID-19.37,38


A breathtaking pantheon of government allies and corporate titans had placed hefty bets on Moderna—a company with no marketable products and no record of ever having brought a single drug or device to successful approval.39 Its value seemed entirely dependent on the remote chance that a novel viral pandemic would emerge, and that its principal investors had the political clout to both create a humongous global market for its untested vaccine and suppress cheap and effective remedies with proven safety records. The US government would ultimately commit nearly $10 billion to the young company; NIH claims part ownership of the Moderna patent. Bill Gates kicked in $20 million as early as 2016.40,41,42


Robert Kadlec was Trump’s assistant secretary for Preparedness and Response of Health and Human Services and de facto supervisor of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), which invested an astonishing $955 million in the biotech startup.43 Michael Callahan, an influential CIA officer and a director at the Pentagon’s Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA),44,45 had also contributed unknown millions to Moderna through DARPA, when it was still developing an experimental vaccine platform awaiting a disease.46,47 In August 2020, Moderna informed Axios that 100 percent of its current funding was from the federal government.48,49,50 Collectively, Bill Gates and his US government partners would eventually invest some $2.5 billion of taxpayer and, in the case of Gates’s foundation, tax-deductible dollars in Moderna.51,52


Gates, Fauci, and Bancel were not the only prophets of panicky pandemic prognostications. Beginning in January 2019, one year before WHO declared a global emergency, other powerful actors with ties to Big Pharma and Western government agencies began taking actions that, in retrospect, appear to be strangely prescient omens of the approaching COVID storm. That month WHO, by then a vassal of the BMGF, issued the eyebrow-raising declaration that “vaccine hesitancy” was one of the top ten threats to public health—alongside AIDS, air pollution, and climate change and ahead of cancer, dysentery, and malaria.53 WHO provided no scientific citation to support this declaration.


Simultaneously, Pharma-financed politicians launched a global campaign to make all vaccines mandatory and to abolish religious, philosophical, and medical exemptions to vaccines.54,55 Within weeks of WHO’s pronouncement, legislators in fifty US states, the House of Representatives, and parliamentarians in countries across the globe had submitted hundreds of bills abolishing vaccine exemptions, compelling vaccines for school-age children.56,57,58,59 The American Medical Association (AMA) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)—influential trade organizations that rely heavily on pharmaceutical industry largesse—had fallen in line by 2016, issuing frantic calls for abolishing exemptions.60,61,62


NIH, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and the pharmaceutical industry began pumping millions of dollars into propaganda and psychological warfare campaigns for promoting vaccines and overcoming vaccine hesitancy. In a modern iteration of the CIA mind control program MKULTRA, federal health agencies, and USAID funded the emergence of a cottage industry among university social scientists and physicians exploiting psychological warfare techniques for battling vaccine resistance.63,64,65,66 In February and March of 2019, the House Intelligence Committee’s powerful chairman, Adam Schiff, sent letters to Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, Google CEO Sundar Pichai, and Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos pressuring them to censor “vaccine misinformation” on their respective platforms.67,68


In September 2019, the BMGF presciently purchased over three million shares of a little-known company named BioNTech—which was soon to be making COVID vaccines—for $18.10/share. Gates’s $55 million investment would be worth $550 million by August 2021, less than two years later.69 Gates sold the majority of his stake that quarter, at the stock’s peak. In November of that year, he publicly confessed that the vaccines he had aggressively promoted and profited from did not prevent the spread of COVID.70


It was almost as if the vaccine industry was working with the world’s most powerful political leadership and institutions to lay the groundwork for something momentous that was about to happen!


Although the world would first hear of COVID-19 in January 2020, evidence compiled by US intelligence agencies and leading academic institutions, including Harvard and Brown, suggests that COVID-19 was already circulating in Wuhan in 2019 and that the Chinese government was taking aggressive actions to stanch its spread, and in June 2023 journalists reported speaking to US government investigators who confirmed that it was indeed circulating prior to official Chinese reports.71,72


As I show in The Real Anthony Fauci, Gates and Dr. Fauci, in all of their frantic predictions, were acting in concert with US intelligence agencies, which had participated in over a dozen pandemic simulations between 1999 and 2019—involving tens of thousands of political leaders, health regulators, and first responders in numerous countries. Each simulation emphasized a militarized response, using a coronavirus, anthrax, or flu pandemic as a pretext for imposing totalitarian controls. I document these portentous exercises in “Germ Games,” the final chapter of The Real Anthony Fauci.73


And why would Gates be talking about the upcoming pandemic to a conclave of spies at the Munich Security Conference? As I detailed in The Real Anthony Fauci, intelligence agencies were deeply involved in controversial and risky virus discovery and virus gain-of-function (GOF) research. “Gain-of-function” describes research intended to increase the transmissibility and/or virulence of pathogenic organisms. In fact, major funders of this rising research included the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), which frequently operates as a CIA front; EcoHealth Alliance, also a CIA front, according to its then–vice president, Dr. Andrew Huff; and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) through Anthony Fauci’s division, the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which boasts a long-standing role in bioweapons research for the Pentagon and the CIA. Many of the spies at the Munich Security Conference were deeply involved in promoting the biosecurity agenda and in performing GOF experiments. The steady promotion of the biosecurity agenda by these agencies since 2001 assured that they would profit exponentially and expand powers if some accident triggered a global pandemic. For two decades, the CIA had been preparing public officials and policymakers for this specific eventuality through a series of drills that embedded a response strategically calculated to increase the influence, authority, and reach of the security state.


In October 2019, the month after COVID probably began circulating in Wuhan, and just a little over two months before the Chinese government notified the WHO that a coronavirus pneumonia was spreading person to person in China, Bill Gates and former CIA deputy director Avril Haines—soon-to-be director of National Intelligence and President Joe Biden’s chief coronavirus advisor—hosted a New York event simulating a global coronavirus pandemic that would kill 60 million people. They called this tabletop drill “Event 201.”74,75


The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security sponsored Event 201 in partnership with the World Economic Forum (WEF) and the BMGF. China’s Center for Disease Control director George Gao and US representatives from social and mainstream media and the pharmaceutical industry also participated.


NIH and NIAID are the principal contributors to the Johns Hopkins Center, having donated a breathtaking $14 billion in grants since 1999.76 The BMGF founded the Bill & Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health at the Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health in 1999 and ponied up an astonishing $973 million to Johns Hopkins between 1997 and 2022.77,78 Organizers distributed swag bags containing a bristling coronavirus plush pillow virtually identical in appearance to artistic renditions of the COVID-19 virus.79,80 That week, the real pandemic coronavirus was already spreading across the planet as athletes returned home from the Military World Games in Wuhan.81


Event 201 was the fourth pandemic simulation by this group. As I detail in The Real Anthony Fauci, CIA-linked officers were the principal planners in each of these exercises and at least a dozen more that I likewise describe. High-level former and/or current CIA and In-Q-Tel leaders also participated in each exercise. In-Q-Tel is the CIA’s venture capital firm, which invests in information technology to ensure that our spies have the latest gadgetry.82,83 The cofounder and former director of Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, Tara O’Toole, is currently executive vice president at In-Q-Tel.84


Each exercise shared additional commonalities. Most significantly, they uniformly omit any serious consideration of public health. Instead, in essence, they use contagion as a pretext for imposing totalitarian controls—abolishing rights to free speech and peaceable assembly; the free exercise of religion via the closure of churches; property rights via the mass closure of businesses; and the right to jury trial by providing immunity to makers of vaccines and other companies and institutions involved in their distribution, without the need to prove efficacy or safety; and trampling the Fourth Amendment prohibition against unreasonable searches and seizures.


The exercises utilized many of the propaganda devices developed by the CIA for imposing controls in indigenous societies by collapsing economies, idling work forces, shuttering institutions, isolating and polarizing individuals, closeting senior citizens away from their families in institutions, and otherwise sowing chaos, hopelessness, fear, and despair. These tactics induce a condition known as Stockholm syndrome, in which a captive becomes beholden to their captors and convinced that the path to survival is, paradoxically, total obedience. Such captives react angrily when anyone criticizes their captor or their captivity.


The most recent of these exercises was a virtual simulation sponsored by Sam Nunn and the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) at the March 2021 Munich Security Conference.85 That exercise miraculously predicted a global monkeypox pandemic emerging in May of 2022.86 The CIA’s foresight was particularly impressive since monkeypox had never spread easily from human to human before. Sure enough—right on cue—in July of 2022, just as the COVID panic was waning from exhaustion, WHO director-general Tedros Ghebreyesus defied his own expert panel and declared monkeypox a public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC).87


The mainstream press barely noticed the CIA’s remarkable ability to accurately predict the arrival of infectious contagions. The unerring accuracy of those clairvoyant predictions might lead even the most credulous and stolid observer to wonder whether these periodic and unprecedented infectious disease pandemics were advancing some hidden agenda shared by the people who first forecast, then declared them.


The 2019 Event 201 and 2021 monkeypox simulations were disturbingly similar to the CIA’s June 2001 “Dark Winter” tabletop exercise which launched the biosecurity era.88 That exercise, which simulated a smallpox attack on the United States, took place only three months prior to the momentous real-world anthrax attacks in the US Capitol.89 Just as Dark Winter anticipated the anthrax attacks that occurred mere months later and the NTI accurately predicted the monkeypox outbreak almost to the precise month of the WHO’s declaration of a public health emergency of international concern—eighteen months later—Event 201 predicted the coronavirus pandemic.90,91,92 But perhaps more importantly, it also laid out the strategy for censoring public speculation that the pandemic may have originated as a lab leak.93


Six days after Event 201, on October 29, 2019, Anthony Fauci and BARDA director Rick Bright hosted a gathering of top virologists and vaccinologists at the Milken Institute, an independent California economic think tank, to discuss the global “crisis” of vaccine hesitancy and strategies for streamlining vaccine development and approval.94,95 In a fevered repartee, Bright ominously suggested that “[t]here might be a need, or even an urgent call for, uh, an entity of excitement out there, that’s completely disruptive, that’s not beholden to bureaucratic strings and processes.”96 He hinted that only a global health crisis—like a pandemic—could induce government and industry to commit the billions of dollars necessary to create a new generation of “plug-and-play” mRNA vaccines, and to remove traditional safety requirements so as to streamline coercive mass vaccination programs.


Situated at the fulcrum of the biosecurity cartel, Bright, an immunologist and vaccine researcher, worked at the CDC in the Influenza Division, Strain Surveillance Branch from 2003 until 2006, where he played a key role in promoting Sir Jeremy Farrar’s overhyped 2005 avian flu epidemic (more on that in chapter 54) before retiring to the private sector as a flu vaccine researcher for Novavax.97 He served as advisor to NIH, WHO, and the Department of Defense (DOD) specializing in vaccine and pandemic propaganda. In 2008, he moved to the Program for Appropriate Technology and Health (PATH) and the BMGF. As incident commander, he was responsible for “countermeasures” against Zika virus.98 He joined BARDA in 2010, and served as director from 2016–2020 before moving to NIH.99 President Joe Biden named him to his coronavirus advisory board in November 2020. Bright earned his PhD at Emory and a degree in Vaccinology at Fondation Mérieux, an institution associated with bioMérieux, the company that constructed the Wuhan lab.100


Bright fleshes out his proposal with details that now seem extraordinarily prescient: “But it is not too crazy to think that an outbreak of an, uh, novel avian virus could occur in, in China somewhere. We could get the RNA sequence from that, beam it to a number of regional centers, if not local, if not even in your home at some point, and print those vaccines on a patch and self-administer.”101


A video of the Milken Institute panel reveals Anthony Fauci complaining that releasing a vaccine the proper way takes at least ten years, far too long in his estimation. Dr. Fauci laments that the public doesn’t ever take flu infections seriously and declares that health officials need to push laggard recalcitrants with extraordinary crises that would justify shattering conventional safety norms. “I don’t care what your perception is. We’re going to address the problem in a disruptive way, and in an iterative [reproducible] way,” he promises ominously. “Because you do need both.”102


Vaccinologists know long-term safety studies are an unfortunate necessity because of what the Supreme Court calls the “unavoidable” adverse effects of vaccines, including serious injuries such as brain damage and deaths.103,104 Many of these adverse side effects have long incubation periods and diagnostic horizons that make them invisible in short-duration safety studies. Dr. Fauci’s optimism at the October 2019 Milken conference about fast-track approval for vaccines contrasts strongly with a 1999 PBS NOVA interview in which he warns that abbreviating vaccine safety studies could result in disaster:


If you take it, and then a year goes by and everybody’s fine, then you say, OK, that’s good, now let’s give it to 500 people; and then a year goes by and everything’s fine. You say, Well, then, now let’s give it to thousands of people, and then you find out that it takes twelve years for all hell to break loose, and then what have you done?105


During the Milken conference, Michael Specter, the New Yorker staff writer who has served as Dr. Fauci’s Boswell and loyal acolyte for decades, made a suggestion that would seem both prescient and sinister a year later: “Why don’t we blow the system up? I mean, obviously we can’t just turn off the spigot on the system we have and then say, ‘Hey, everyone in the world should get this new vaccine we haven’t given to anyone yet,’ but there must be some way.”106


In reality, despite Gates’s and Fauci’s hysteria, it was hardly a foregone conclusion that a coronavirus or even the flu should cause a global crisis. Multiple CDC and NIH studies indicate that well-fed populations with clean water and access to antibiotics face minimal risk from the kind of pathogenic disease epidemics that decimated earlier generations.107,108,109,110 Mortality from infectious diseases had dropped precipitously—by about seventy-four percent—since the “Spanish flu” pandemic of 1918.111 Tony Fauci himself acknowledged in a 2008 Journal of Infectious Diseases article that the Spanish flu’s outsized mortalities were not from the flu virus but from bacterial pneumonia, now easily treated with antibiotics.112 A comprehensive 2000 study by Johns Hopkins and the CDC found that, by the 1950s, improved nutrition, sanitation, and chlorinated drinking water had abolished mass mortalities from infectious diseases—puerperal fever, black plague, measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, typhoid, typhus, cholera, smallpox, polio, and more—that had periodically culled humanity before the twentieth century.113


As journalist Torsten Engelbrecht and medical historian Claus Köhnlein, MD explain in Virus Mania:


Epidemics rarely occur in affluent societies, because these societies offer conditions (sufficient nutrition, clean drinking water, etc.) which allow many people to keep their immune systems so fit that microbes simply do not have a chance to multiply abnormally. . . .114


Interestingly, the CDC researchers (and many others) found that medical interventions, including vaccines, antibiotics, and surgeries, had almost nothing to do with the historic drop in lethalities from contagions.115,116


[Medical measures] appear to have contributed little to the overall decline in mortality in the United States since about 1900—having in many instances been introduced several decades after a marked decline had already set in and having no detectable influence in most instances.117


By the mid-1980s, infectious disease mortalities had plummeted so precipitously that Reagan White House officials considered disbanding CDC. As I show in my earlier book, The Real Anthony Fauci, institutional panic from this proposition within CDC prompted government-funded virologists and vaccine promoters—including Anthony Fauci—to launch a parade of self-serving prophecies of imminent pandemics. None of them ever materialized.


During the first year of COVID, the reverential press glorified Mr. Gates and Dr. Fauci for their uncanny forecasting. But their fortune-telling acumen begs this question: Was it those reckless gain-of-function studies that Tony Fauci and his friends were financing—in laboratories from which engineered superbugs were almost certain to escape—that made the two men so certain we were in for a coronavirus pandemic in short order?


As the world now knows, Dr. Fauci sought through his gain-of-function experiments to deliberately develop highly virulent, easily transmissible coronavirus pathogens purposely souped-up to be capable of causing a global pandemic. Dr. Fauci justifies his long fascination with these perilous conjurations as useful for anticipating and improving pandemic preparedness, and for developing preemptive vaccines for animal viruses before they jump to humans.118 Yet, if that’s truly the case, how is it that we were still so woefully unprepared when a pandemic hit?


As we shall see, Dr. Fauci was paying irresponsible US and Chinese scientists to breed, house, and transport pathogenic ubergerms in Wuhan’s poorly managed and shoddily constructed facilities, virtually ensuring their eventual escape. Dr. Fauci laundered federal grants through a sketchy and duplicitous British-born zoologist named Peter Daszak, whose organization, EcoHealth Alliance,119 was funding this dark wizardry.120 Daszak and his EcoHealth comrades were funneling not just American taxpayer dollars, but US proprietary bioweapons technology and intellectual property as well to Chinese scientists for the purpose of creating pandemic pathogens. His partners in this collaboration included the reckless Chinese shrimp scientist Shi Zhengli,121 her team of researchers, most associated with the Chinese military, and a potentially ethically challenged University of North Carolina professor, Ralph Baric, who was among Anthony Fauci’s most favored grantees.


Mr. Gates’s and Dr. Fauci’s prescient bodements about the nature and timing of the COVID-19 pandemic were, perhaps, less brilliant feats of soothsaying than reasonable bets on an occurrence that Dr. Fauci’s handiwork made inevitable.


In April of 2020, I was among the early writers to call attention to the history of Dr. Fauci’s dark obsessions with gain-of-function (GOF) research at the Wuhan lab.122 I posed the question: “Might Dr. Fauci’s experiments have helped create the pandemic that President Donald Trump has now appointed him to manage?” I recommended that Congress inquire whether Dr. Fauci, by toying with these sinister alchemies, had opened the Pandora’s box that loosed COVID-19 upon the world. Instagram flagged my post as “vaccine misinformation” and on February 10, 2021, cited it to justify my eviction from the platform.123,124 I had, by then, nearly eight hundred thousand followers, whom Instagram sought to shield from such dangerous thoughts.125









PART ONE:


THE ROAD TO WUHAN
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CHAPTER 2


Bioweapons and American Values






Our government has kept us in a perpetual state of fear—kept us in a continuous stampede of patriotic fervor—with the cry of grave national emergency. Always there has been some terrible evil at home or some monstrous foreign power that was going to gobble us up if we did not blindly rally behind it.1


—General Douglas MacArthur, 1957


One of the focuses of this book is the dark alliance between America’s military and intelligence agencies—particularly the CIA—and our public health bureaucracies. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the military and intelligence apparatus erected the biosecurity agenda as the new spear tip of American foreign policy.


These agencies deftly replaced the fear of the Soviet monolith and creeping communism with a fear of infectious disease, which they have successfully stoked to justify vast expansions in power—including the aggressive assertion of America’s imperial presence abroad and the steady erosion of constitutional rights at home that accompanied the rise of a surveillance and security state.


The third leg to this stool is America’s medical and scientific bureaucracy. The US bioweapons program perches at the confluence where the dark ambitions of the military-industrial complex mingle with those of the medical-industrial complex, composed largely of the federal scientific technocracy, the pharmaceutical industry, and the armies of academic researchers who receive funding from those entities.


Presidents Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower had both warned Americans against this anti-democratic development. Truman created the CIA in 1947. Exactly one month after my uncle John F. Kennedy’s assassination, Truman expressed his own fears about the agency’s power grab:


For some time, I have been disturbed by the way CIA has been diverted from its original assignment. It has become an operational and at times a policy-making arm of the Government. This has led to trouble and may have compounded our difficulties in several explosive areas. I never had any thought that when I set up the CIA that it would be injected into peacetime cloak and dagger operations. Some of the complications and embarrassment I think we have experienced are in part attributable to the fact that this quiet intelligence arm of the President has been so removed from its intended role that it is being interpreted as a symbol of sinister and mysterious foreign intrigue—and a subject for cold war enemy propaganda. . . . We have grown up as a nation, respected for our free institutions and for our ability to maintain a free and open society. There is something about the way the CIA has been functioning that is casting a shadow over our historic position, and I feel that we need to correct it.2


As we have seen, in his historic speech, Truman’s successor, Dwight Eisenhower, cautioned against a threat to democracy and freedom parallel to that posed by the war machine’s devotion to endless battle: the federal scientific technocracy. This caveat anticipated the rise of a medical cartel of sorts which, instead of promoting public health, would thrive on policies that resulted in sickened populations who trembled in terror of illness and disease.


For readers who wonder why our military and spy agencies would be interested in gain-of-function research, it’s worth reviewing the agency’s seventy-five-year preoccupation with bioweapons, pandemics, and vaccines.


Bioweapons development was the CIA’s first love, and has remained its relentless passion. The CIA’s natal obsession with bioweapons pitted the agency against all the idealistic underpinnings of both American democracy and the healing arts of medicine. Bioweapons, after all, are the inverse of medicine. By enhancing infectivity of pathogens and endowing them with resistance to antibiotics and therapeutic treatments, and to heat and cold, the occult art of bioweapons development seeks to undermine all of the advances of medicine made by a hundred generations of doctors and scientists since Hippocrates. Among the most alarming side effects of the federal preoccupation with bioweapons has been the systematic diversion of vast resources and armies of academic and government scientists away from public health and healing. We shall see that the rise of a biosecurity agenda has accompanied a diminution of our traditional freedoms, a weakening of democratic institutions, the militarization of medicine, and growing belligerence in foreign policy.


Modern gain-of-function science can only be understood in the context of its historical roots in the US bioweapons program. To appreciate the US government’s role in the catastrophe that befell the Wuhan lab, and to assure that a man-made pandemic never happens again requires a broader reckoning with the history of the US bioweapons program. The bioweapons cartel—popularly known as the Pandemic Preparedness and Response (PPR) industry—operates in tight secrecy, largely free from press scrutiny or criticism, immune from legal liability, and therefore free of accountability.


As the bioweapons agenda has emerged in recent years as the centerpiece of US foreign policy, it has caused innumerable harms to open transparent government, to civic discourse and free speech, to public health, and to public faith in our regulatory agencies and other democratic institutions in the US and other Western nations. It has corrupted and subverted our university education system, our scientific journals, and the entire evidence-based approach to science and medicine. It has elevated military power, corporate profit-taking, and social control to the highest aspirations of the medical establishment. It has helped turn the American media into a propaganda device for Big Pharma and the military-industrial complex.


It relies on a coalition that brings together the military, academia, medical journals, mainstream media, and public health regulators in a corrupt and secretive collaboration intended to turn medicine from a healing profession to a killing profession. Its linchpin is a sinister alliance between US spy and public health agencies and the Chinese military. It has become the fulcrum for neoconservatism’s globalist ambitions to empower billionaire elites and to disempower, disenfranchise, and commoditize the poor. It is the ultimate tool of imperial expansion abroad and for creating a security state at home. History has shown again and again the bioweapons agenda’s awesome power to transform compassionate, brilliant, idealistic doctors into monsters. Only by understanding its roots can we appreciate the danger it poses to all our cherished values and institutions.


The history I outline here will shed light on the assumptions and rise to power of men like Ralph Baric, Peter Daszak, Jeremy Farrar, and Anthony Fauci, as well as their networks, and allow us to view them and their activities with the skepticism they deserve.


The PPR industry has its roots in the bioweapons programs of the World War II warmongering fascist regimes of Germany and Japan.


The features the contemporary PPR-industrial complex shares with the German and Japanese bioweapons programs include tight alliances with the pharmaceutical industry and the media; the complicity of academia and medical schools; the co-opting of journals; intense secrecy; pervasive experimentation on human subjects; liberal use of the word “volunteers”; open-air testing on large unwilling populations; ethical elasticity; the normalization of lies; the use of microbiology to alter and weaponize bugs; the use of vaccine development as a mask for bioweapons research; the corruption of the entire medical establishment by co-opting its leadership into inverting the idealistic purpose of medicine; the use of propaganda, orchestrated fear, and deception to maintain public support; and the strategy of “off-shoring” outlaw research to rogue labs in other countries.


We will see how the US military and intelligence agencies appropriated not just the Nazi and Japanese scientists who pioneered the field, their tissue cultures, and their technologies for manipulating, breeding, and deploying pathogens, but also their ethical lacunae—their hubristic assumption of godlike power of life and death over large populations in service to their ideologies, and often self-serving notions of “the greater good.”













CHAPTER 3


A Brief History of Bioweapons






Biological warfare involves the use of living organisms for military objectives.1 These include viral, bacterial, and fungal weapons. Military strategists target soldiers, civilians, animals, and crops, spreading pathogens over a large geographic terrain by wind and water, or by infected insects and animals.2


Biological and chemical weaponry have served armies since men invented war. Some four thousand years ago, Indian monarchs deployed incendiary devices to confound their foes with smoke screens and noxious fumes. Assyrians in 600 BC poisoned enemy wells with rye ergot fungus containing an LSD-like chemical that induced a confused mental state and occasionally death.3,4 During the Peloponnesian Wars (431 BC), Spartans and Thebans burned wood soaked in sulfurous pitch beneath city walls to dislodge Plataea’s besieged defenders.5,6 Song dynasty commanders directed arsenical smokes against their revolting Jin vassals in 1000 AD.7 By the 1300s, Genghis and Kublai Khan’s Mongols were employing catapults to hurl plague-infested bodies over the walls of Caffa. A contemporary historian reported that “[t]hose who fled the city brought the Black Death to the rest of Europe.”8,9


In 1456, Belgrade’s Christians saved their city by burning sulfur-soaked blankets to suffocate besieging Ottomans in a toxic cloud.10


In 1763, during the French and Indian Wars, Lord Jeffrey Amherst, the British commander of Fort Pitt, ordered smallpox-infected blankets distributed to Chief Pontiac’s attacking Shawnee and Mingo warriors.11 In 1899 during the Boer War, British troops in South Africa poisoned wells used by Transvaal troopers and fired artillery shells that released explosive lyddite gas.12


During the “Golden Age” of bacteriology at the end of the nineteenth century, science first clearly mapped the causes of infectious diseases, exciting global interest in the military applications of germ theory.13,14 By World War I, European militaries were enthusiastically exploring the strategic potential of germs. Germany, France, and Great Britain mass-produced anthrax spores and glanders bacteria to kill military draft animals.15


But chemical weapons dominated the attention of military strategists due to their potential to inflict instantaneous mass casualties that dwarfed the most impressive advances by germ warfare aficionados. To break the European theatre’s trench warfare deadlock in World War I, both sides deployed phosgene, chlorine, and mustard gases, killing ninety-one thousand soldiers and causing 1.3 million casualties, one of whom became a fixture of my childhood.16 My family’s summer rituals on Cape Cod included daily sails on Nantucket Sound, during which my parents would always carry a sandwich to a World War I vet who hooked scup and flounder and tended a small fleet of lobster pots from a tiny dinghy that he anchored in the lee of the Hyannisport jetty light. We called him “Putt” because that was the only coherent sound he could utter due to severe brain damage from nerve gas. I saw many other gas casualties in my youth, mainly veterans blinded by mustard gas.


Universal revulsion at the fiendish carnage from weaponized gas prompted Western nations to outlaw the use of all chemical and biological weapons in warfare at a conference in Geneva, convened at the United States’ instigation, in 1925.17 US representatives signed the treaty, but the Senate Foreign Relations Committee refused to ratify it, citing unresolved disputes over the regulation of tear gas for crowd control. The US would thereafter be the only nation on the UN Security Council that refused to be bound by the 1925 Geneva Protocol’s prohibition against first use of chemical and biological armaments in war.18


Only one of its signatories, Italy, openly violated Geneva prior to World War II; Benito Mussolini garnered global condemnation when his armies deployed mustard gas against Ethiopians in 1936.19


During the 1930s, Russia, Britain, and Germany actively researched chemical and biological weaponry.20,21 Third Reich chemists in the employ of German pharmaceutical behemoth IG Farben minted an arsenal of über-deadly nerve gases that were odorless, invisible, and orders of magnitude more toxic than WWI-vintage gases.22 The Germans also developed an extensive arsenal of germ weapons, testing them in human experiments on detainees in Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Natzweiler-Struthof, and their other death and labor camps.


The Germans narrowly rejected the deployment of their chemical and bioweapons in combat for idiosyncratic and strategic rather than moral rationale. Adolf Hitler reportedly had aversions to both biological and chemical weapons, the former rooted apparently in his germophobia and his fear of blowback—the so-called “boomerang effect” in which disease spreads to friendly forces—and the latter from his experiences of being gassed in World War I.23 In 1947, Albert Speer, Hitler’s Minister of Production, told the Nuremberg tribunal why the Germans did not use these assets in combat even after Hitler—beleaguered by late-war losses—finally ordered his generals to unleash their nerve agent arsenal. Speer explained, “All sensible army people turned gas warfare down as being utterly insane, since, in view of [America’s] superiority in the air, it would not be long before it would bring the most terrible catastrophe upon German cities.”24


Britain stockpiled anthrax cakes for “Operation Vegetarian,” a plan to poison Germany’s beef and dairy herds, and tested the weapon in a few low-level flights over Germany in 1942.25,26


The Luftwaffe, in turn, sprayed hoof-and-mouth disease microbes over Russian fields with low-flying aircraft. The Reich’s High Command concluded that, if used against Germany’s dairy and meat industry, the disease “would have been the greatest catastrophe ever faced.”27 With that exception, none of the combatants in Europe used biological weapons during World War II.28


Japan’s Unit 731


Perhaps because of its limited access to the petroleum feedstocks upon which chemical warfare capacity relies, Japan was the first nation to industrialize production of weaponized pathogens.29 Japan, which was a signatory to the Geneva agreement but failed to ratify it, used both gas and biological weapons in its 1937–1945 war against China.30,31 The eight divisions of Detachment 731—the Biological Warfare Unit of the Kwantung Army—mass-produced deadly germs in sprawling laboratories across occupied Manchuria, and subjected the region’s captive population to ghoulish experiments in industrial warfare.32,33


According to eyewitness accounts, at least three thousand human guinea pigs died hideously in Japanese germ warfare experiments during that period.34 After World War II, Russian officials indicted twelve Japanese Army officials from Detachment 731 for field-testing bubonic plague, cholera, typhoid, typhus, and anthrax. Japan’s deployment of these weapons against civilian targets, according to some estimates, killed as many as five hundred thousand civilians in Chinese and Manchurian cities.35,36


US military and intelligence agents recruited the officers and scientists of Unit 731 and Hermann Göring’s Nazi bioweapons program after World War II, thereby imprinting the US biological warfare program—at its birth—with strategies, methodologies, and the ethical malleability that had sanctioned Japan’s campaign of depravity in its Manchurian charnel houses and Germany’s vile concentration camps and medical experimentation.37 The infectious ethical bankruptcy of the US bioweapons culture—which still pervades the military, intelligence, and public health agencies, and their partners in academia—is, arguably, the legacy of Japan’s bioweaponeers and the Nazi doctors whom the CIA recruited during Operation Paperclip.38 It’s therefore worth spending a moment considering the links between contemporary NIH-funded virology and the strategies adopted by its Japanese and German progenitors.


One of the most striking similarities between the modern US and the WWII-vintage Japanese and German bioweapons programs is the shocking symbiosis linking military bioweapons development to civilian academies, the mainstream medical establishment, and the scientific journals. In both war-torn Japan and Germany, as well as contemporary America, individual doctors and university medical schools saw their idealistic healing missions subverted by the ineluctable gravities of militarized medicine and the biosecurity rubric.


In Japan, it all began idealistically enough, with the noble mission of ending mass casualties of soldiers from infectious disease. Prior to the twentieth century, militaries across the globe suffered eighty percent of losses of deployed soldiers from disease—the so-called “silent war”—and fewer than twenty percent to combat.39,40 In both the US Civil War and the 1846–48 Mexican–American War, for example, three American soldiers died of sickness for every battlefield casualty.41,42 In World War I, the US did somewhat better, losing 63,114 soldiers to disease and 53,402 to combat.43


Determined to tackle this strategic vulnerability, Japan’s military medical corps during the late nineteenth century implemented the most elegant and effective systems of water purification, nutrition, and bacteriological control ever employed by an army.44,45,46 These reforms virtually eliminated mortality from typhoid, typhus, cholera, and other mass killers among Japanese soldiers. During the Russo-Japanese war in 1905, Japan, the world’s undisputed leader in military medicine at the time, succeeded in miraculously reducing deaths from disease to less than one percent.47,48 The Japanese military suffered one-sixth the cases of typhoid and dysentery as the Russian troops.49


At the turn of the twentieth century, the American military surgeon Louis Livingston Seaman declared that Japanese military medicine and wartime bacteriology were the best in the world. Unit 731 historian Hal Gold writes that “[t]heir standards . . . were far higher than those maintained by the United States and Great Britain, and medicine was treated by the Japanese as being equal in importance to guns and shells in contributing to military performance.”50,51 Moreover, observers testified that Japanese military doctors altogether exceeded other nations in their humanity and compassion, providing their superior treatment and healing techniques to enemy prisoners with the same ardor with which they treated Japanese soldiers.52


In his definitive chronicle of Japan’s biowarfare program, Gold recounts how Japan’s charismatic surgeon general, Shirō Ishii, hijacked Japan’s blue-chip medical proficiencies, civilian physicians, medical journals, and universities, diverting them to serve the so-called “death sciences” of weapons development. Following the bioweapons culture’s affinity for innocuous euphemisms to disguise sinister purpose, Japan’s biowarfare division adopted the Orwellian title “Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department.”53 The more accurate description of Unit 731’s principal proficiencies were poisoning water and causing epidemics.


Unit 731’s diabolical Commander Ishii made himself Japan’s version of Germany’s “Angel of Death,” Dr. Josef Mengele,54 and transformed occupied Manchuria into a nightmarish bioweapons hellhole during the Sino-Japanese War.


Unit 731 operated 4,500 incubators in Manchuria for breeding plague-infected fleas on rats and mice to disseminate various contagions.55,56 Back on the home front, Ishii’s Unit recruited Japanese farmers, soldiers, and youth corps members across Japan to capture and breed rats, and elderly men to ranch fleas on their bodies.57,58 Detachment 731 researchers also used sick dogs to cultivate and spread cholera and ticks to spread hemorrhagic fever and poisoned wells with cholera.59,60


Ishii field-tested bacteriological weapons by aerial dousings of civilian populations in occupied Chinese cities and towns. Ishii proved the efficacy of entomological weapons during highly successful plague attacks on Manchuria’s port city of Ningbo in October 1940.61 Unit 731 dropped ceramic barrels filled with plague-laden fleas. Within days, residents were dying in droves.62 The physicians of Unit 731 moved in with stretchers, pretending to offer treatment—but instead, removed the patients to field laboratories disguised as treatment centers and dissected them alive.63 Buoyed by the successful massacre at Ningbo, the Japanese dropped germ bombs carrying typhoid and cholera on over seventy Chinese communities—including eleven major cities—killing approximately five hundred thousand civilians.64 Dr. Friedrich Frischknecht, professor of Integrative Parasitology at Heidelberg University and the Department of Parasitology at the Institut Pasteur, observed that the casualties mounted after cessation of hostilities: “Some of the epidemics they caused persisted for years and continued to kill more than 30,000 people in 1947, long after the Japanese surrendered.”65


The “Special Handling” unit of Japan’s feared elite intelligence agency, the Kenpeitai, functioned as Unit 731’s “Human Materials Procurement Unit.” At night, the Kenpeitai raided city streets and emptied jails across occupied Manchuria to conscript “volunteers” for bioweapons experiments.66 The recruiters bound these prisoners’ arms and hips, and shipped them in boxcars to a walled city of 150 buildings housing thousands of test subjects on a six-square-kilometer proving ground in a remote village, Pingfang, in the Harbin district.67,68,69 The compound included a camp for prisoners of war called the Zhongma Prison Camp.70 The involuntary subjects, according to Japanese sources, “were mostly Chinese prisoners, some Russians and, as one Japanese participant put it, some miscellaneous ‘half-breeds.’”71 After the war, Moscow reported that Unit 731 also used American war prisoners as guinea pigs. Eyewitnesses reported viewing the bodies of deceased American servicemen preserved in large pickle jars, beside soldiers and civilians of diverse nationalities, on display in the specimen room of Unit 731’s massive headquarters in Pingfang.72,73 The Japanese biowarfare units took special care to keep their trial subjects able-bodied and well-fed, since experiments sought to test efficacy of deadly germs on healthy populations.74


Healthy Subjects


Nazi doctors also demanded healthy subjects for their experimentation.75 On November 15, 1943, for example, German virus expert and vaccine creator76 Dr. Eugen Haagen, a key developer in the covert Nazi bioweapons program,77 sent a scolding letter to a university administrator complaining that of the one hundred prisoners sent to his lab in a recent delivery, eighteen had died in transport and only twelve were “in a condition suitable for my experiments.” He requested “another 100 prisoners, between twenty and forty years of age, who are healthy and in a physical condition comparable to soldiers. Heil Hitler.”78


In Japan, healthy, plump Chinese, Manchurian, and Russian guinea pigs—men, women, children, and infant civilians—awaited death in 1,000 cages from where they would, when ordered, extend their arms into adjacent corridors to receive inoculations from syringes filled with teeming pathogens administered by roving squads of physicians and scientists.79


The injections included a long menu of infectious diseases with weapons potential: bubonic plague, anthrax, cholera, gangrene, typhoid, tuberculosis, syphilis, gonorrhea, dysentery, smallpox, and botulism. A few hours—or perhaps days—later, an extraction team would bind these subjects to surgery tables, stuff towels in their mouths to suppress screams, dissect them alive, and harvest their organs for further study.80,81 The pace of research kept three incinerators in operation to eliminate eviscerated bodies, with chemical baths waiting to destroy charred bone fragments.82,83 There were no survivors. The military liquidated every single patient utilized in research. Following Japan’s surrender, Shirō Ishii presided over the massacre of the few surviving prisoners and razed the facility to destroy evidence of the atrocities prior to the arrival of Russian forces. As many as ten thousand subjects died in the camps, with three thousand killed during experimentation and live vivisections.84,85


The Japanese occupiers told local Chinese and ethnic Russian Manchurians that the vast industrial complex that suddenly appeared in rural Pingfang was a lumber factory. In a dark joke, the human subjects became “logs.”86 In controlled open-air experiments, physicians and their assistants tied Russian and Chinese men, children, and women—often with their infants—to stakes in open fields. Ishii’s men would then detonate flea-laden bug bombs. After waiting the four days needed for bubonic plague—or some other deadly contagion—to incubate in the bodies of these “logs,” the civilian physicians dissected their victims alive at various stages of infection to observe the living viscera before harvesting organs for shipment to medical schools and pharmaceutical companies.87


In addition to injecting test subjects with lethal pathogens, Japanese researchers—mainly civilian physicians from Japan’s most prominent medical schools—killed “logs” with dehydration, poison, and starvation, or in sadistic amputation experiments similar to experiments Dr. Mengele and his henchmen were conducting in Germany.88 Some five thousand miles distant from each other, German and Japanese doctors froze men, women, and infants to death in ice water, or outdoors during the subzero Manchurian and Eastern European winters, to study frostbite.89,90 They froze the limbs of living “volunteers” in special freezers until their bones shattered and the flesh dropped off. Japanese doctors gassed prisoners with a wide variety of toxic vapors outdoors and in enclosures, and forced men infected with venereal diseases to rape female prisoners before performing living vivisections on both parties.91


Physicians at Unit 731’s Harbin laboratory shipped the extracted body parts by plane to Ishii’s Epidemic Prevention Research Laboratory in Tokyo for distribution to academic and research institutions and pharmaceutical companies throughout Japan.92 The arrangement allowed civilian physicians, researchers, and scholars to study hemorrhagic fever, bubonic plague, cholera, and other diseases that did not exist in Japan.93 The resultant research by thousands of Japan’s leading university physicians and professors kept Japan at the forefront of infectious disease expertise globally.94


Ishii’s fleet of organ transport planes returned to Manchuria from Tokyo loaded with hundreds of thousands of rats for ranching the fleas that would fill the ceramic bug bombs with which Dr. Ishii delivered weaponized bubonic plague, hemorrhagic fever, and cholera.


To further embroil Japan’s major medical schools and academic research institutes, Ishii recruited thousands of professors and PhD students—“the brightest minds from Japan”—who flocked to Ishii’s Manchurian death camp to take advantage of unique research opportunities and for career advancement.95 Just as many Americans now revere Anthony Fauci, wartime Japanese lauded Ishii’s Epidemic Prevention Unit as the global apex of cutting-edge science and Ishii as a medical deity. Ishii’s rarified status made it easy to recruit the most promising medical students and preeminent Japanese medical and scientific authorities into the dark enterprise. Like Anthony Fauci, the government allowed Ishii to collect royalties on technologies that he developed while performing his duties. Ishii became wealthy from sales of his water purification device to private companies and the Japanese military.96,97,98


Ishii explicitly exhorted Japan’s leading doctors to abandon the physicians’ traditional ethical codes:


Our God-given mission as doctors is to challenge all varieties of disease-causing micro-organisms; to block all roads of intrusion into the human body; to annihilate all foreign matter resident in our bodies; and to devise the most expeditious treatment possible. However, the research work upon which we are now about to embark is the complete opposite of these principles, and may cause us some anguish as doctors. Nevertheless, I beseech you to pursue this research, based on the dual thrill of 1) a scientist to exert efforts in probing for the truth in natural science and research into, and discovery of, the unknown world and 2) as a military person, to successfully build a powerful military weapon against the enemy.99


Some twenty thousand physicians, researchers, and workers took part in Ishii’s bioweapons research project.100 Only a small percentage of Unit 731’s research staff were active military. Most were civilian physicians and researchers from academia.101


In this way, Unit 731 co-opted the bulk of Japan’s medical community—civilian, military, and academic—away from healing and into weapons production and the death sciences, and implicated them in criminal atrocities, including human experimentation and bioweapons development.


Virtually all the Japanese doctors involved in Ishii’s research were aware of the savage brutality of Ishii’s human experimentation.102 Dr. Ishii and Japanese military instructed physicians and nurses, police and youth squad helpers to keep mum about their dirty work and to tell the world that they were developing vaccines.103 And they obeyed.


Gold notes that Ishii and the army of academic scientists used “aggressive salesmanship” to persuade the public and the world that they were engaged in defensive bioweapons and vaccine development—the same propaganda strategy that the American biosecurity cartel and its modern czar, Anthony Fauci, later adopted. But Gold points out that “it seems clear that there was nothing defensive about Unit 731. The only thing remotely defensive about it was [the] strident tone of the argument with which Ishii justified its existence.”104


Academics also conspired with the leading Japanese medical journals to mask their scholarly papers under pretense of vaccine development, epidemic prevention, and defensive biowarfare. Japanese academies used the term “monkeys”—without a species designation—in their published scientific papers as a euphemism for human subjects who were sacrificed during the experiment. Professor Tsuneishi Keiichi explained this ruse:


Failure to identify the species of an animal in an experiment lowers the value of the paper reporting its results. Where monkeys were actually used, it was common practice to identify the type. Thus, it was an open secret that the simple and unscientific use of the term “monkey” by itself was a code which meant that the subjects were human. The medical community knew this. The journal knew this. The readiness with which [Lieutenant General Kitano Masaji] publicized this transparent sham—and its acceptance by Japan’s medical community at large—is a sad testament to the lack of conflict between the ethical standards of the medical world in Japan and those of Unit 731.105


Every medical school, regulatory agency, medical bureaucracy, medical journal, and virtually every research physician in Japan became complicit in the atrocities. The omertà by the Japanese medical professionals was strikingly similar to the Third Reich’s human experimentation. In his book, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, William Shirer points out that virtually every physician in Germany complied with the program and there is no record of a single complaint by a physician or medical association.


Although the “experiments” were conducted by fewer than two-hundred murderous quacks—albeit some of them held eminent posts in the medical world—their criminal work was known to thousands of leading physicians of the Reich, not a single one of whom, so far as the record shows, ever uttered the slightest public protest.106


Furthermore, Hitler’s government adopted policies to systematically eliminate physically handicapped and intellectually disabled subgroups—the so-called “useless eaters.” German law required doctors to identify all of their patients who were eligible for this program. Germany’s doctors complied, generally with enthusiasm. These programs implicated Germany’s leading physicians, medical institutes, and individual doctors as collaborators in Nazi atrocities.


As in Japan, the Reich’s bioweapons effort succeeded in recruiting the nation’s most illustrious and respected medical luminaries. Among those bioweaponeers who enjoyed international renown before Hitler’s rise to power were Germany’s Surgeon General Walter Schreiber, who supervised the Reich’s vaccine research; Deputy Surgeon General Dr. Kurt Blome, who directed bioweapons development; and Dr. Eugen Haagen, a key developer of Hitler’s biowarfare program. While working for the Rockefeller Foundation in New Jersey in 1932, Haagen helped develop the yellow fever vaccine, an accomplishment that made him a contender for the Nobel Prize in 1937.107 Five years later, he was conducting deadly vaccine experiments on humans under Heinrich Himmler.


Marveling at these doctors’ dramatic metamorphosis from healing to homicide, Annie Jacobsen, author of Operation Paperclip: The Secret Intelligence Program That Brought Nazi Scientists to America, asks if “Nazi science . . . made monsters of these men?”108 The broad collapse of medical ethics among the entire generation of war-era Japanese and German physicians presaged parallel lapses among US and European doctors involved with bioweapons research and “defensive” vaccine research. The COVID pandemic exposed this troubling phenomenon to the public eye, raising disturbing questions about the tendency of bioweapons and associated vaccine research to turn moral medical professionals into sociopaths.


Outside this cataclysmic impact on the civilian centers, Shirō Ishii’s entomological attack had limited military applications. Using slow, low-flying aircraft and Ishii’s parasites, the Japanese military was able to produce deadly effects on civilian populations during field experiments over unarmed Chinese cities. However, in combat scenarios, Chinese anti-aircraft batteries easily dispatched Ishii’s bug-bearing bombers.109


This remains the intractable strategic and ethical challenge endemic to bioweapons. Traditional bioweapons were practically useless in inducing the immediate mass fatalities of combat soldiers that produces “shock and awe” and advances military strategy. They were, however, devastating to citizen populations. In 2004, USAF Colonel Michael Ainscough wrote, “Yet, curiously, when biological weapons have been employed in battle, they have proven relatively ineffectual. They have been undependable and uncontrollable. Because they have been difficult to deploy reliably, their military value has been marginal.” 110


Incidentally, only providence prevented Ishii from deploying his bioweapons in attacks against the US military and the United States mainland. The chance sinking—by a US submarine—of a Japanese warship loaded with bacteriological weapons destined for Saipan derailed Ishii’s plan to infect the island with bubonic plague after its capture by US forces.111,112 Likewise, the delayed arrival of contaminated fleas derailed Ishii’s plans to attack Okinawa with bubonic plague after the US occupation of the southernmost of Japan’s large islands.113 Ishii strongly contemplated decimating both US soldiers and the Okinawan population, which the Japanese government regarded as distinct and genetically inferior to its other prefectures and, therefore, expendable. Ishii was also the mastermind of Operation Cherry Blossoms at Night—a planned nighttime suicide attack against America’s West Coast cities by Japanese submarines, seaplanes, and balloons equipped with sophisticated biological weaponry.114 Only the last-minute moral qualms of a Japanese general aborted the attacks.115


Only two weeks before its implementation, General Umezu Yoshijiro, chief of the General Staff intervened and ordered the assault aborted, amidst fierce opposition from Ishii and the plan’s other powerful proponents.116,117 Yoshijiro argued that “if bacteriological warfare is conducted, it will grow from the dimension of war between America and Japan to an endless battle of humanity against bacteria. Japan will earn the derision of the world.”118 His warning was particularly poignant as General Yoshijiro died in a Sarajevo prison in 1949, sentenced to life by an Allied War Crimes Tribunal unaware of the atrocity that he had single-handedly averted.119













CHAPTER 4


Picking Up the Pieces: The Birth of a US Bioweapons Program






The Universities


While World War II still raged, and word of Japan’s successful deployment of bioweapons reached Allied governments, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and the United States began committing significant resources to researching chemical and biological weaponry. As with their Japanese and German predecessors, US bioweaponeers cultivated a symbiotic alliance with medical universities.


In 1941, following the Japanese plague atrocities in China, US Secretary of War Henry Stimson convened, at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC, a group of prominent scientists to commission a literature search to determine the feasibility of bioweapons, dubbed the War Bureau of Consultants (WBC) Committee.1,2 The biologists came from universities that would maintain enduring—and immensely lucrative—partnerships with the bioweapons industry: Johns Hopkins, Yale, Harvard, Rockefeller Institute, University of Chicago, and University of Wisconsin.3,4,5


Two months later, on February 17, 1942, the academics returned with an enthusiastic endorsement. The medical scholars, as Ed Regis points out in The Biology of Doom, had discovered that “the world of science was full of proposals for the intentional dissemination of noxious microbes as a means of killing or incapacitating the enemy.” 6 Brushing off any ethical dilemma, the professors exuberantly endorsed this promising new line of weaponry from which their institutions would almost immediately begin profiting immensely. “Biological warfare is regarded as distinctly feasible,” they gushed. “We are of the opinion that steps should be taken to formulate offensive and defensive measures.” The committee added, a sophomorical incantation that would persistently pose as a pretext among death scientists, “In biological warfare, the best defense is offense and the threat of offense.”7 The exhilarating potential of killing millions of civilians seems to have unhinged these academics from moral restraints. They rhapsodized about sabotaging milk supplies with typhoid; polluting reservoirs with botulinum; releasing diphtheria into shelters, bus stations, movie theaters, factories, and stores; smearing microbes onto subway strap handles to murder commuters; and infesting cities with plague-contaminated rats.8 The prospect of mass murder had proven a surprising catalyst for their superior brains.


The War Department rewarded the universities for this optimistic assessment by paying their biologists to investigate various agents. The National Institutes of Health committed to studying cholera and typhus. Harvard Medical School agreed to investigate dysentery. Cornell worked on anthrax, and the University of Cincinnati adopted tularemia. Michigan State College took on brucellosis; Northwestern, mussel toxins; Notre Dame, rickettsiae; and so on.9 In a typical experiment, the US Navy and the University of California, Berkeley recruited fifty San Quentin convicts as guinea pigs in a bubonic plague experiment.10


By the mid-1960s, following Ishii’s example, the Pentagon and CIA were contracting research in biological and chemical weapons to universities and pharmaceutical companies.11 Universities, thus, played a key role in bioweapons development from the outset. Their reliance on federal scientific research funding now accounts for some 60 percent of university research—far eclipsing their revenue from tuition.12 This reliance made them inevitable partners in the programs that helped develop the COVID-19 virus, in the coercive vaccination policies they forced upon their students, and in academic participation in the COVID origin cover-up.


As in fascist Germany and Japan, the gravities of money, power, and professional prestige associated with bioweapons development would draw academics from their ivory towers and cause them to shed the impediments of moral ballast with dismaying alacrity.


The pharmaceutical industry was another key partner in the enterprise. With the academics’ endorsement in hand, President Franklin Roosevelt appointed Pharma titan George W. Merck to direct a newly created civilian agency called the War Research Service (WRS) and moved him to a new office at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington. Merck simultaneously owned and ran the pharmaceutical company that still bears his name, inaugurating the long bioweapons partnership between Pharma and the Pentagon.13 In a January 3, 1945, report to the US Secretary of War, Henry Stimson, Merck acknowledges his reliance on the Japanese war criminals whose “energy and ingenuity” had “fostered offensive developments in this field from 1936 until as late as 1945.” 14 At Fort Detrick, Merck built on Japanese discoveries to develop methodologies for culturing weapons-grade anthrax, brucellosis, botulism, and other deadly bioweapons.


Colonel William Kabrich recruited plant bacteriologist and chairman of the University of Wisconsin’s Bacteriology Department Dr. Ira L. Baldwin, then forty-seven, to serve as the leader of the scientific division of the biological warfare program during WWII. Baldwin, the grandson of a Methodist minister, readily enlisted in the effort to “produce microbes that could kill great numbers of human beings.”15 Afterward, he described the simple formula he invoked to overcome his brief struggles with the ethical dilemma: “[I]t only took me about 24 hours to think my way through it. After all, the immorality of war is war itself. You start out with the idea in war of killing people, and that to me is the immoral part of it. It doesn’t make much difference how you kill them.”16,17


On December 21, 1942, “Baldwin arrived at his new assignment at Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland.”18 Three months later, in March of 1943, under his direction, the US Army purchased the 154-acre site at Camp Detrick, a National Guard air strip near Frederick, Maryland, and transformed it into the US Army Biological Warfare Laboratories (USBWL).19,20


Baldwin quickly equipped a 50,605-square-foot hangar on the Detrick airfield with “the two plants that made anthrax and botulinum toxins. The larger plant had a 10,000-gallon fermenter and two 3,700-gallon fermenters.”21


In 1961 and 1962, Baldwin would further distinguish his peculiar place in history as the former scientific director at Fort Detrick by aiding Monsanto’s smear campaign against Rachel Carson with a negative review of her book Silent Spring, entitled “Chemicals and Pests.”22,23













CHAPTER 5


Downloading Ishii and His Henchmen: Japan’s Paperclip






In December 1949, Pravda reported that the United States was actively engaged in biological weapons development and had employed numerous Japanese war criminals—Unit 731 veterans—to develop biological weapons in US labs.1 After initially denying Russian accusations, the US government finally admitted in 1998 that the CIA did indeed provide positions to Unit 731 officers and medical researchers at labs in East Asia. “There they helped Americans conceive and carry out experiments on human subjects that could not be conducted legally in the United States.”2,3


The US efforts to recruit Unit 731 doctors and researchers are still veiled in deep secrecy.


As the Russians moved to occupy Manchuria at the tail end of WWII in August 1945, Ishii fled back to Japan carrying thousands of tissue cultures and thousands of slides from autopsies, records of medical research, and biological analyses from human and animal experiments—all of which he stashed in caves, tombs, and temples of Japan on his journey south to Tokyo.


In September 1945, within a month after the Japanese surrender, the first of four successive investigating teams from Fort Detrick visited Japan to interview Detachment 731’s physicians and scientists and to collect their data—including autopsy reports, thousands of specimen slides, and other materials.4 The first to arrive in Japan was Murray Sanders, a Fort Detrick microbiologist who had taught at Columbia University.5 He quickly realized that Shirō Ishii was the “compelling force” behind Japanese biological warfare. His efforts to find and interview Ishii were fruitless.6


By November 1945, Ishii had hightailed it to his childhood province, where—with the help of local officials, family and friends—he elaborately falsified his own death, including a fake funeral with paid mourners and newspaper obituaries, incense, prayers, and offerings in his home village of Chiyoda-Mura.7


From its Tokyo headquarters, the US Army Counter Intelligence Corps nevertheless uncovered the fraud and a week later, in January 1946, located and detained Ishii for questioning.8 Robert McQuail, an Army intelligence agent involved in his capture, described Ishii as a “thoroughly frightened individual.”9 During the next four weeks of interrogation, Ishii and his interrogator, biological weapons specialist Lieutenant Colonel Arvo T. Thompson, developed a congenial relationship.10


Still, Thompson reported that Ishii was holding back important information. Camp Detrick sent out a third expedition.11 By this point, the Russians were trying and executing Unit 731 participants, eventually holding more than two thousand separate judicial proceedings involving Japanese war criminals. The Soviets were in a frenzy to get Ishii in the dock.12


Norbert H. Fell, a bacteriologist who was chief of the Plant-Engineering Division at Fort Detrick, arrived in Japan on April 15, 1947 to escalate Ishii’s questioning.13 Fell and McQuail promised Ishii that his disclosures would not be used against him in regard to war crimes. They assured him that they only wanted to talk to him “from a purely scientific standpoint”—a code phrase that Ishii took as a guarantee against prosecution or punishment.14


Sensing the value of his research information to his American captors, Ishii asked for a job with the US as a bioweapons expert and diplomatic immunity for himself, his superiors, and subordinates.15 Lured by these promises, US authorities allowed Ishii to stay at his private property and to treat them with haughty imperiousness as they questioned—but never arrested—him. In return, Ishii disclosed his stash sites in Japan’s southern temples and mountains allowing Fort Detrick crews to recover and store more than fifteen thousand slides from more than five hundred of the 850 human corpses autopsied by Japanese scientists.16,17 They photo-micrographed the slides and compared and translated the autopsy reports, along with descriptions of the laboratory protocols and case histories.18


In contrast to the Americans, the Soviets wanted to prosecute the Japanese Unit 731 leaders for their role in war crimes. But the American biological warfare scientists, in their rush to get scientific data, showed no evidence of any moral, legal, or other constraints. They coached Ishii on how to lie to the Russians, who were prosecuting Ishii’s scientists as war criminals in the Khabarovsk Trial that began in December 1949.19,20 Ishii’s final interrogator, MIT graduate Edwin V. Hill, MD, chief of Basic Sciences at Fort Detrick, said that Ishii’s bioweapons treasure trove represented data that had been obtained by Japanese scientists at the expenditure of many millions of dollars and years of work. Hill wrote in a memo, “It is hoped that the individuals who voluntarily contributed this information will be spared embarrassment because of it.”21


Knowing the value of the information the Japanese army had collected, the United States played a key role in concealing information about biological warfare experiments. This resultant culture of secrecy would pervade the US bioweapons program for the next seventy years and lay the groundwork for future collaborations (such as those with the Chinese scientists of the Wuhan Institute of Virology) once the US occupation of Japan ended.22


Ishii reportedly visited the United States in 1959 as part of an extended tour that included a series of lectures at Fort Detrick.23,24 Ishii’s cohorts were neither charged with war crimes nor put on trial in the United States.25 The US built its biological weapons program based on the data and files obtained from Shirō Ishii’s Japanese laboratory.26,27


Japanese scientists and historians have attested that US guarantees of immunity, protection, and papers to Unit 731’s doctors and personnel were so widespread as to be nearly universal. A pharmacist, Meguro Masahiko, who had been attached to the laboratory at Dalian, China, described payments of “hush money” to Unit 731 members:


After the war, there were fantastic payments to former Unit 731 members. Some people got up to two million yen. That kind of money was unheard of in those days . . . almost without exception, anyone connected in any way at all with Unit 731 got something. That was the best-paying job there was. A lot of university professors were connected with Unit 731. Especially the upper-level people, like in the Ministry of Health and Welfare and those concerned with vaccines. They all had some connection with the Ishii unit in some way. They never said anything about it, but they all received pay for working there. Those are the people who built the foundation of today’s Japan.28


In Unit 731 Cover-up: The Operation Paperclip of the East, historians Haddie Beckham and Merja Pyykkönen observe that


The researchers who worked at Unit 731, the biological and chemical warfare research and development unit, were given immunity in exchange for their research data.29 [I]t is unmistakable that the Japanese BW scientists were given significantly much more allowance than their Nazi counterparts.30


In the 1980s, when the activities of Unit 731 finally came to light, Japanese citizens were shocked to discover that the most vicious and homicidal of the unit’s war criminals had resurrected themselves as the leading lights of the nation’s medical hierarchy.


Hal Gold provides a partial list of Unit 731 alumni who went on to occupy preeminent leadership positions across Japan’s medical establishment, including influential posts as deans of Japan’s most prestigious medical schools, colleges, and universities; the presidents of the nation’s leading hospital systems; emeritus professors of virology, immunology, and infectious diseases; revered vaccine developers; CEOs of Japan’s top pharmaceutical companies and its medical and scientific research laboratories; the presidents of its most esteemed and influential medical associations; and top-level bureaucrats and scientists at government health departments, including the National Institutes of Health (NIH).31













CHAPTER 6


Operation Paperclip






In 1945, the US military and intelligence agencies launched “Operation Paperclip,” a network of so-called “ratlines” that would eventually smuggle some 1,600 German chemists, biologists, and engineers—many of them high-level Nazi Party officials wanted for war crimes—from under the noses of Nuremberg prosecutors to cushy sinecures in US chemical and biological weapons laboratories.1,2 Military and intelligence officials equipped these renegades with immunity and new identities in exchange for work on top-secret government projects in the United States.


In its natal stages, the Joint Chiefs of Staff ran Operation Paperclip somewhat lackadaisically under an ad hoc project dubbed the Joint Intelligence Objectives Agency (JIOA).3 Paperclip didn’t really take off until the CIA took control in 1947, immediately after Congress created the spy agency from the ashes of the disbanded OSS.4,5 Bioweapons research and development were therefore baked into the CIA’s DNA from the agency’s inception. In its first three months, the CIA adopted the mission of developing a “link between scientific planning and military research on a national scale.”6 Recounts historian Annie Jacobsen in Operation Paperclip, “In Operation Paperclip the CIA found a perfect partner in its quest for scientific intelligence. And it was in the CIA that Operation Paperclip found its strongest supporting partner yet.”7 One of the earliest requests that the agency issued was for “biographical records of approximately 18,000 German scientists.”8 A CIA monograph that remained classified until September 2008 read: “Priority was accorded to atomic energy, biological warfare, chemical warfare, electronic warfare, guided missiles, aircraft, undersea warfare and medicine.”9


The CIA’s Special Operations Division (SOD) opened a classified facility in a nondescript structure at Fort Detrick, cryptically dubbed Building 439, and funded the top-secret program through the Clandestine Services’ black budget.10 Building 439 was a low, yellow concrete-block structure that was identical in outside appearance to all the others on the base.11


The facility included a state-of-the-art bioweapons facility including a germ lab—nicknamed “Black Maria”—equipped with the world’s biggest aerosol chamber, a one-million-liter steel golf ball called the “Eight Ball” weighing 131 tons.12 The spy agency’s field operatives teamed up with senior bacteriologists in the Army Chemical Corps at Fort Detrick.13


The CIA opened its first overseas station in the notorious IG Farben building in Frankfurt and remained there throughout the Cold War.14 Senior CIA spies occupied the former offices of IG Farben board members and CEO who were then imprisoned at Spandau after the special “IG Farben trial.” Paperclip rushed to offer contracts to the worst of them while they were still in prison, including board member Karl Krauch, Göring’s plenipotentiary for chemical production.15


In 1947, the Eight Ball’s project manager, Dr. Harold Batchelor, recruited the superstar of the death sciences, Dr. Kurt Blome—who had worked directly under Hermann Göring as the architect of the Reich’s biological warfare program—to assist in its design and construction.16 Blome was a hardcore Nazi ideologue and member of Hitler’s inner circle, meeting frequently with Göring, Himmler, and Hitler.17 In a November 1942 memo to a Reich Governor in Poland, Blome had recommended the murder of thirty-five thousand Poles diagnosed with tuberculosis.18


Blome’s biological talents had allowed the Nazis to develop a diabolical arsenal of weaponized pathogens including cholera, parrot virus, and plague. The CIA was particularly interested in Blome’s preoccupation with developing biological assassination weapons—an enthusiasm he pursued at a speedily engineered bioweapons laboratory in Posen. “The activity here was not to cause an epidemic amongst the population, merely to kill certain people,” Blome explained.19


The CIA also recruited Blome’s deputy, Dr. Erich Traub, a pre-Reich researcher at the Rockefeller Institute, who purportedly escaped from Russia with a cache of deadly pathogenic cultures.20,21 Traub began his career as a veterinarian and ended up working for Heinrich Himmler on rinderpest and other animal pathogens.22 The CIA put Traub to work in its antianimal-weapons labs at Fort Detrick and at Plum Island, from which many believe Lyme disease later escaped. His job was to develop ways of decimating specific animal populations using rinderpest, hoof-and-mouth disease, Newcastle disease, African swine fever, fowl malaria, and fowl plague.23


By 1952, Paperclip had imported approximately six hundred Nazi scientists to the United States.24 Like Blome, many of the CIA’s Paperclip recruits were Nazi ideologues who served in Hitler’s SS, rubbed shoulders with Hitler’s inner circle, and were guilty of odious war crimes. Another of the agency’s early trophies was the Reich’s director of science, Major General Dr. Walter Schreiber, who reported directly to Göring. Schreiber was in charge of vaccines, antidotes, and serums for biological weapons.25 He was a self-proclaimed expert in winter warfare, desert warfare, vaccines, and bioweapons, including bubonic plague.26 Schreiber oversaw typhus experiments that infected men at Buchenwald and Natzweiler death camps. His subordinates dissected patients alive and performed hideous and deadly experiments.27 He oversaw live surgeries on unanesthetized subjects including “kicking, screaming young Polish girls [who] were held down by SS Troops and forcibly operated on.”28


Schreiber only narrowly escaped the fate of his colleague, Göring’s ordnance expert Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel, who worked on delivery systems for biological bombs.29 Keitel was hanged at Nuremberg.30 Schreiber was taken by the Russians and remained in Soviet custody for three-and-a-half years before defecting to the West with Paperclip.31 US Army intelligence put Schreiber in charge of the health and well-being of the Soviet spies being interrogated and tortured during the mind control experiments at the CIA’s first offshore black site, Camp King, the former Nazi prison torture chamber in western Germany.32


Wehrmacht Generalarzt Walter Schreiber is not to be confused with another Paperclip luminary with a similar name, the IG Farben liaison and SS-Brigadeführer Walter Schieber, a Nazi “Bonzen” (big wheel) who wore the Golden Party badge. Schieber was a loyal SS man in Hitler’s inner circle and served on Heinrich Himmler’s personal staff. Schieber personally conducted sadistic experiments on slave labor crews—starving to death 116 in one hideous experiment—and oversaw design and construction of armaments factories in concentration camps. Schieber killed perhaps thousands more in chemical weapons tests at IG Farben’s production plants. He was both Speer’s liaison to IG Farben and an IG Farben employee, with responsibility for overseeing the Reich’s nerve gas production facility.33,34


After Schieber and his team of Farben chemists shared the Nazis’ sarin gas secrets with Fort Detrick officials, the Defense Department built massive production facilities at Muscle Shoals and Rocky Mountain Arsenal and began producing thousands of tons of the lethal effluvia.35


The CIA also helped to free Dr. Otto Ambros, Hitler’s favorite chemist, who served as the general manager of the Buna factory at Auschwitz, where Farben maintained a regular rotation of thousands of slaves, at least twenty-five thousand of whom he worked to death.36,37,38 Ambros was the codeveloper of sarin gas.39 The Nuremberg tribunal convicted him of mass murder and slavery and sentenced him to eight years, but thanks to intervention by Operation Paperclip officers, he served only two-and-a-half at Landsberg Prison.40 Without officially joining his fellow Nazi bioweaponeers at Fort Detrick, Ambros benefited from the liberal and respectful treatment that powerful Paperclip officials made de rigueur for Nazi chemists. Following his release, Ambros enjoyed a cushy life serving on the boards of US military contractors and chemical companies with close relationships with the CIA and Pentagon, including W. R. Grace.41,42 Ambros additionally served on the boards of several private corporations and about a half-dozen corporations owned by the Federal Republic of Germany. He also consulted with Dow Europe of Switzerland, Knoll (a pharmaceutical subsidiary of BASF, which eventually merged into IG Farben), and with the US Department of Energy.43,44,45 In the 1950s, Ambros became chairman of the advisory committee for a German pharmaceutical company, Chemie Grünenthal, which made itself a refuge for a snake pit of top Nazis.46 According to Jacobsen, Chemie Grünenthal played the key role in developing and marketing thalidomide, which caused profound birth defects—that included missing limbs—in over ten thousand children.47,48,49


Laser-focused on the emerging Soviet threat, Allen Dulles, the CIA’s first civilian director, believed it strategically necessary to overlook important scientists’ involvement in Nazi and Japanese atrocities. General Stephen J. Chamberlin expressed the consensus among Dulles’s powerful Georgetown set when he declared that America had the Soviets to fear, not the Nazis.50 In 1945, after the Russian occupation of East Germany, the Soviet version of Paperclip, Operation Osoaviakhim, dismantled the entire IG Farben gas production lab at Dyhernfurth, captured its chemists, and reassembled the whole shebang outside Stalingrad.51


The Soviets’ successful efforts to appropriate Reich bioweapons scientists like Dr. Eugen Haagen stimulated the United States’ competitive juices and served as an impetus for the acceleration of the Paperclip program.52 The Soviet Union’s June 1948 Berlin Blockade, Russia’s detonation of their first atomic bomb in 1949, and the 1950 Korean War all energized the CIA’s efforts to recruit German scientists.53 Paperclip’s illegal exoneration of the worst war criminals and its outlaw Camp King torture and drug experiments on captured Soviet spies made it a rogue clandestine operation from the start. In 1952, the West German government warned High Commissioner John McCloy that Operation Paperclip violated NATO regulations and America’s own policies for governing Germany. The Joint Chiefs of Staff backed away from the program, and the CIA took control, redoubling past Paperclip efforts to recruit Nazi scientists and intelligence officers.54


In 1963, the FBI learned that the JIOA director, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Whalen, was a Soviet spy. The Pentagon officially disbanded the JIOA (the official Paperclip agency), tried and sentenced Whalen in secret, and rebranded Operation Paperclip as the cutting-edge science agency, the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), later renamed DARPA.55


It’s hard not to conclude that the men who gravitated to the bioweapons field were often ethically unhinged. One Paperclip official who was active in both Germany and Japan was Colonel Charles Loucks. Paperclip dispatched Colonel Loucks first to Japan to oversee and study the effects of incendiary bombs and then to Germany to recruit biochemical weapons scientists.56 As commander of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal during World War II, Loucks was in charge of manufacturing mustard gas and industrial-scale production of incendiary bombs with which the US immolated the German cultural center, Dresden, and sixty-seven Japanese cities, causing up to a million Japanese civilian casualties.57 Had the US lost the war, Loucks would certainly have been executed for war crimes. Incendiary weapons are banned by the Geneva Protocol of 1925.58,59


Loucks also served as the US Army’s chief chemical officer in Tokyo after the war, when he presumably met with Unit 731 survivors while touring the countryside visiting the remains of the cities he had helped incinerate. A photograph depicts him standing proudly beside a neatly stacked heap of charred bodies of civilians, holding the casing of an incendiary from his Rocky Mountain arsenal: “They stacked them up in this big high pile. I had a picture of me standing beside them, because I had been responsible for the manufacturing of [the bombs that killed them].” Loucks adds a comment that spotlights his own moral indifference to the gruesome outcome of his handiwork: “That was just one of those incidents that didn’t mean anything, but I just happened to see what had happened to some of our incendiary bombs that were over there.”60


Loucks’s troubling detachment exemplifies a consistent trait among bioweaponeers: the capacity to view living human beings as scientific problems and the multitudes of dead as the measure of success—a moral indifference qualifying as sociopathy.


Loucks was the beau idéal of the bioweapons set. He loved to entertain high-level and ardent Nazis like Walter Schreiber in his home. Jacobsen recounts that when Loucks met a Nazi, he “looked straight at the man and saw only the scientist.”61


Among Loucks’s close friends was his Paperclip recruit Friedrich “Fritz” Hoffmann, who had managed a chemical laboratory at University of Würzburg that manufactured hundreds of tons of tabun and sarin gases.62 Once in America, Hoffmann synthesized Nazi nerve gas stockpiles and worked on the CIA’s assassination-by-poison program.63 Colleagues describe him as the CIA’s “poison master.”













CHAPTER 7


A Three-Way Partnership






From the outset, the US biological warfare effort was a three-way partnership with Big Pharma, the intelligence agencies, and the Pentagon, with academia and the public health agencies—CDC and NIH—playing important supporting roles.


Since the 1930s, Western governments of both the Allied and Axis powers had relied heavily on pharmaceutical industry chemists to develop useful toxins. While investigating insecticides in 1936, Dr. Gerhard Schrader, a research chemist with IG Farben, synthesized a complex organophosphorus ester that the Germans manufactured as both a weapon and insecticide under the name “tabun.”1 By 1939, IG Farben chemists engaged in top-secret research developed an even more toxic nerve gas, sarin. IG Farben also manufactured Zyklon B, the lethal asphyxiant which the Nazis used to exterminate Jews in Hitler’s death camps.2 After the Nuremberg trials, IG Farben was broken into pieces, one of which was Bayer, with several of its top executives reoccupying C-suite offices after serving stints at Spandau and Landsberg prisons for war crimes.3,4 During the Cold War, Bayer joined the “war against bugs” and made billions by transforming its chemical weapons stock and knowledge into agricultural pesticides, detergents, and antibacterial and antiviral medicines.


While George Merck oversaw the government’s secret laboratory at Fort Detrick in Maryland, and other testing and manufacturing sites around the country, his commercial rival, Charles Pfizer and Co. of New York, conducted a top-secret study for the Army of growth and culture media for unspecified biological agents.5


NIH Joins the Bioweapons Industrial Complex


From the outset, Fort Detrick also worked closely with the Public Health Service, NIH, and NIAID. It was an easy marriage. Each of the public health agencies—CDC, NIH, and NIAID—had deep natal entanglements with the Pentagon, arising from the military’s interest in containing infectious disease. The US Public Health Service (USPHS) remains one of the eight uniformed services of the United States military. Its chief medical officer advises the assistant secretary of HHS.6 CDC grew out of the Public Health Service.7 USPHS, NIH, and NIAID all had their genesis at the US Coast Guard Marine Hospital laboratory on Staten Island.8,9


The Public Health Service worked so closely with Fort Detrick that it permanently stationed a USPHS officer at the fort. The military provided USPHS a sizable annual research budget to study infectious diseases.10 Both military and civilian agencies had shared interests in biological detection, reporting, quarantining, and dynamics of spread of infectious diseases as well as the development of vaccines to combat them.11 In 1968—the same year that Anthony Fauci began his career at NIAID—one NIAID official told Seymour M. “Sy” Hersh, “Fort Detrick has been extremely beneficial to our studies on common colds and infectious spread. They furnished us with equipment, and we’ve had a number of joint meetings strictly on a scientific level. It’s had a very beneficial spinoff.”12 But history suggests that doctors who became entangled with the military’s vaccine research programs routinely surrendered to the gravities of weapons research.


A Dark Profession


One of the costs of engaging in a bioweapons arms race is the moral damage to the entire society as medicine and its practitioners turn away from health and against humanity. Perhaps the most enduring legacy of Ishii and the Nazi doctors is the indelible imprint of their moral myopia on the US bioweapons and vaccine programs. As I show in The Real Anthony Fauci and as many Americans learned during the COVID pandemic, once doctors stop practicing medicine and become agents of state policy, it’s inevitable that the government will quickly make them instruments of social control. Doctors who pursue the lure invariably betray their deeply held values and often become the enemies of their own patients and humanity at large. Ishii, Schreiber, and the others demonstrated how the rubric of “national security” can override even the most sacred moral precepts upon which a society rests—including the moral prohibitions against human experimentation and the wholesale murder of noncombatants, innocent civilians, and vulnerable minorities “for the greater good.” In every nation that devoted resources to the field, the bioweapons enterprise has caused the wholesale subversion of traditional ethics across the medical profession. One of the most striking and consistent features of “biosecurity” is its tendency to divert national medical establishments from their ethical credo and to transform competent medical doctors and regulators who have previously committed their lives to healing disease and saving lives into dark necromancers, mass murderers, and diabolical enthusiasts for ghoulish human experimentation.


Like Ishii and Schreiber, Dr. Fauci rose to run an all-powerful bureaucracy and to enjoy vast political power and a deified national reputation. As did Schreiber and Ishii, the NIAID chief has given overriding priority to industry profits and the military applications of infectious disease research in ways that inevitably subverted his agency’s public health program. Like Ishii and Schreiber, Dr. Fauci masks his bioweapons research behind the veil of vaccine development and the smokescreen of national security. Like them, he has mastered the mechanisms for controlling the medical journals and the mainstream press, co-opting the leading academics and medical associations, and made the nation’s most prominent scientists, doctors, and medical schools complicit in serious wrongdoing. He has advanced national security concerns to drown out ethical precepts against human experimentation and population-wide experiments. Like them, he launched a worldwide search for pathogens with weapons potential under the masquerade of pandemic prevention.


And like them, when the jig was up, he engaged in elaborate efforts to escape blame or accountability for his experiments gone wrong.


One of the unsurprising consistencies in the history of bioweapons research is the near-ubiquitous moral lacunae among scholars and academics, public health regulators, and physicians who choose to devote their lives to this field of research. In his 1936 speech to Japan’s medical community, Shirō Ishii had recognized the need for ethical elasticity among the physicians who chose the path of bioweapons research.13,14 Adopting Ishii’s affinity for Orwellian euphemism, biological weapons scientists call themselves “life scientists,” an exquisite irony. Dr. Francis Boyle has dubbed them “death scientists,” a more accurate description.15


Today, some thirteen thousand death scientists labor on bioweapons technology on behalf of US military, intelligence, and public health agencies in some four hundred government and university bioweapons labs.16 Military and intelligence agencies have co-opted NIH and many of America’s leading academic institutions by recruiting them into lucrative bioweapons research. This includes a large portion of academics, virologists, infectious disease scientists, immunologists, and public health regulators whose labors drive the progress of military research. Many of these individuals had a direct hand in planning and administering the COVID-19 pandemic response. Some of the most high-profile of them—like Francis Collins, Peter Daszak, Bill Gates, Peter Hotez, Art Caplan, Richard Hatchett and others—played key roles in publicly defending the countermeasures on CNN, MSNBC, and FOX News and deceiving the public about the laboratory origins of COVID-19.


Americans seeking to understand the role of public health, academic scientists, and the entire field of virology in the etiology of the COVID-19 pandemic would do well to understand the dynamics that landed such a large cadre of sociopathic individuals in leadership positions dictating and defending critical public health decisions. With a few noteworthy exceptions, the professional core of virology and immunology has consistently demonstrated a jarring dearth of moral restraint, arrogant disdain for basic constitutional and human rights, and an easy willingness to violate law and ethical strictures. In this milieu, moral depravity would naturally be a key advantage as it was for the Nazi and Japanese war criminals who helped craft the US biological warfare program in its natal years. The vast budgets, intense secrecy, and lack of accountability that characterize the space can only encourage the abuse of power by leaders of an enterprise that has as its ultimate ambition mass extermination and a godlike dominion over the lives and deaths of all humanity.


One hesitates to characterize professionals in an entire area of science as morally deficient, and yet common sense suggests that most people drawn to this field must be struggling with some moral malignancies. Experience tells us that the champions in the field—from Japanese and German war criminals to notorious CIA and NIH operatives like Maitland Baldwin, Sidney Gottlieb, Ewen Cameron, Dr. John McClure, and many prominent modern practitioners—share some deep moral affliction.


For bioweapons scientists, creating diseases and multiplying deaths are the metrics by which they measure personal success. It’s such a radical departure from the healing traditions and ethical precepts of the Hippocratic Oath that it seems fair to assume—absent contrary evidence—that some dark defect in the souls of individuals must have motivated this peculiar class of medical professionals to devote their lives to the antithesis of healing.


History shows that the leading bioweapons scientists have, during key phases of their careers, embraced sociopathy—with astonishing reliability. They have, as a class, demonstrated thoroughly warped judgment and a reliable penchant for dishonesty and terrible ideas. The biggest mystery is why anyone pays any attention to them on any subject of broader interpretation. Only shrewd bargaining and the good luck of landing on the winning side have spared many of them ignominious convictions as war criminals.


In her 2006 article, “Scientists and the History of Biological Weapons,” Jeanne Guillemin raised the question about this peculiar moral bent that seems to afflict the thousands of university and medical school scientists who have committed their careers to bioweapons development.17 Guillemin suggests that contrary to conventional assumptions, these scientists cannot be trusted to “lend a hand to prevent such nefarious use of their research.” She points out that “none of the major biological weapons programmes that were established during the twentieth century—in France, Japan, the UK, the USA and the former Soviet Union—would have been possible without the active leadership and cooperation of biological and medical scientists. Their participation provokes an important question: how do scientists, who are educated to help humanity, justify the use of their privileged knowledge for the explicit goal of killing civilians en masse?”18


In his book Biowarfare and Terrorism, Dr. Francis Boyle points to a contemporary survey of 7,760 scientists funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH): “38% of the mid-career respondents and 28% of the early-career respondents, for a sum total of 33% of all respondents, admitted that they had engaged in at least one of ten ethically ‘sanctionable’ behaviors during the previous three years. In other words,” says Boyle, “about one out of every three life scientists are ‘unethical’ in accordance with their own respective judgments of their own work.”19


Whatever the reason, bioweapons science has been a moral wasteland since its inception, and modern gain-of-function and vaccine research are irrevocably hobbled to the bioweapons-industrial complex.


Secrecy


Because of the ease of cheaply producing and deploying their weapons once the formula was known, US bioweapons researchers cloaked their work in secrecy far more stringent than was customary among chemical warfare researchers. Ironically, the need for secrecy has resulted in a total absence of outside scrutiny of the very activities over which increased vigilance has been most needed.


Bioweapons development was a perfect fit for a clandestine agency. Then and now, secrecy has penetrated every part of the program. The most worrisome aspect of the whole business was that it could be done in secret, meaning that “[a] given country’s germ weapons program would be nearly impossible to detect, much less control or restrain.”20


Charles Percy Snow once observed that “the euphoria of secrecy goes to the head.”21 The heady seduction of secrecy and lies and the allure of wielding power without accountability give rise to the dangerous affliction of hubris. The program had a special appeal to the CIA. Edward Regis explains that “[i]f it was easy to create weapons in hiding, it was even easier to use them surreptitiously, for neither bombs nor explosions were required. Pathogens could be spread silently and invisibly from spray nozzles, and even the tiniest quantities could incapacitate or kill large numbers of people.” This meant that biological weapons were especially suited to covert and clandestine operations.22


This vacuum in oversight and accountability, combined with the moral deficits that seem endemic among bioweapons scientists, had the effect of unmooring the profession from fundamental ethical and strategic considerations and from common sense.


On account of the secrecy, the lack of oversight, the ubiquitous disdain for moral qualms among participants in the field, the dubious usefulness of gain-of-function (bioweapons) research, and the outsized danger of experimenting with these microbes and enhancing their lethality, it is important that policymakers carefully question and thoroughly examine every claim and presumption these gain-of-function enthusiasts offer to justify their research and to conceal their mistakes.


Human Experiments


One of the consistent ethical lapses within the bioweapons cartel arises from the universal and compelling passion among its devotees for involuntary human experimentation. The affinity among bug buffs and vaccinologists for unwitting or unwilling human guinea pigs has remained a consistency in an unbroken line from Harbin and Auschwitz to COVID-19.


From the earliest days of the program, America’s bioweapons researchers—like their Japanese and German predecessors—showed little compunction about testing pathogens and chemicals on US soldiers, often without their knowledge or consent. Between 1942 and 1945, the Chemical Warfare Services conducted mustard gas experiments on approximately sixty thousand servicemen, including four thousand soldiers “subjected to severe, full-body exposures.”23,24 Additionally, historian Ed Regis reveals that during a twenty-year period beginning in the mid-fifties, the US Army conducted “Operation Whitecoat,” which exposed some 2,200 Seventh-day Adventists—who preferred serving as human laboratory rats to engaging in combat—to a variety of diseases including Q fever; tularemia; sandfly fever; typhoid fever; Eastern, Western, and Venezuelan encephalitis; Rocky Mountain spotted fever; and Rift Valley fever.25,26


The CIA quickly adopted Nazi technologies and ethics. In the spring of 1947, scientists at Edgewood Arsenal and Dugway Proving Ground began human experiments with tabun gas inside an airtight “gassing chamber.” According to historian Annie Jacobsen, “All soldiers used in these experiments were so-called volunteers, but the men were not made privy to the fact that they were being subjected to low-level concentrations of tabun.”27


In 1994, Senator John D. Rockefeller IV, who served variously as chair of the Intelligence and Veterans Affairs committees, issued a scathing report revealing that for at least fifty years the Department of Defense and intelligence services had used hundreds of thousands of military personnel in human experiments, intentionally exposing them to dangerous compounds and diseases, including mustard and nerve gas, ionizing radiation, psychochemicals, hallucinogens, bacteria, viruses, and experimental drugs and vaccines—often without their knowledge or consent.28


In 2003, nine years after Senator Rockefeller’s report, a federal court ended yet another mass experiment on US military personnel by outlawing the military’s mandate that personnel submit to a useless, unlicensed, untested, and highly dangerous anthrax vaccine that likely induced Gulf War syndrome in hundreds of thousands of veterans. US District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan wrote, “[T]he United States cannot demand that members of the armed forces also serve as guinea pigs for experimental drugs.”29


Perhaps even worse, military and CIA bioweapons sociopaths were conducting an experiment on millions of American civilians without their knowledge. In the two decades following World War II, following the example of Shirō Ishii in Manchuria, the Department of Defense and the CIA—working with the Reich’s former deputy surgeon general, Dr. Kurt Blome—conducted frequent open-air field tests of disease-producing bacteria and viruses by deliberately exposing Americans.30


In 1973, CIA Director Richard Helms, the former overseer of these projects, ordered agents to destroy all records related to the CIA’s outlaw human experimentation programs to keep them out of the hands of Senate investigators.31 Therefore, we still don’t know how many Americans the Fort Detrick spooks doused with toxic chemicals and infectious disease cultures over the preceding decades, but we have reason to believe that these immoral experiments were massive in scope and of frequent occurrence. During the March 1977 Senate hearings of the Subcommittee on Health and Scientific Research, intelligence and military sources acknowledged that US military and intelligence agency officials had conducted field experiments on at least 239 populated areas with biological agents between 1949 and 1969.32,33 The targets included New York City; San Francisco; Washington, DC; Key West; Panama City; Minneapolis; Alaska; and St. Louis.34 We know enough from inadvertently preserved records to conclude that these assaults on US citizens, cities, and communities by our own military and CIA would be considered acts of war if conducted by any other nation.


In the 1940s–1950s, CIA biowarfare expert Frank Olson traveled across the US with Blome, Dr. Harold Batchelor, and Norman Cournoyer, overseeing field experiments that doused San Francisco and cities in the Midwest and Alaska with pathogens dropped from crop dusters and aircraft. Among other projects, the men tested a system devised by Blome to dispatch anthrax-like pathogens across Alaska to test their viability in Russian winters.35


Beginning on September 26, 1950, the US Navy sprayed a cloud of Serratia marcescens bacteria from a ship about two miles off the coast of San Francisco to determine how susceptible an American city would be to biological attack. Several Bay Area residents reported respiratory, urinary tract, and gastrointestinal infections, and at least one died.36,37,38


Between the 1950s–1960s, the US Army and the CIA ran many tests, including discharging neurotoxic plumes of zinc cadmium sulfide gas over areas such as Winnipeg, Manitoba; St. Louis; Minneapolis; Fort Wayne, Indiana; and Corpus Christi, Texas to test the efficiency of a new aerosol weapon system for dispersing chemical agents.39,40


Inspired by Shirō Ishii’s contagious enthusiasm for weaponized insects, Fort Detrick strategists launched an entomological warfare section at Fort Detrick in the 1940s to breed superbugs as vectors for delivering souped-up pathogens. Spanning the nineteen years between 1954 and 1973, the US Army engaged in secret field experiments, including code names “Operation May Day,” “Big Buzz,” and “Bellwether,” that released millions of starving A. aegypti mosquitoes in US states from Utah to Georgia via aerial bombardment and ground dispersal to suck blood from military volunteers and unwitting civilian populations.41,42


The military also experimented with other species of mosquitoes and with disease-carrying ticks and fleas.43 For example, in 1956 in Savannah, Georgia, and again in 1958 in Avon Park, Florida, the Army released yellow fever–carrying mosquitoes to test their potential use as a bioweapon. Army agents—posing as public health officials—tested blood and questioned exposed citizens in the unsuspecting communities to measure the effectiveness of their assaults. The government spooks conducted many similar operations throughout this period of time. Declassification of incriminating records only later revealed their crimes.44


Recognizing that subways could be useful for spreading diseases and even to exterminate populations that took refuge there during aerial bombardment, secret agents from Göring’s chemical company in 1933 staged a series of secret biological warfare spray tests in the ventilator shafts of the Paris Metro, and in the tunnels of London’s Piccadilly Circus Underground to test airflow patterns using Micrococcus prodigiosus microbes, which were excellent biological tracers.45


Apparently inspired by these experiments, the CIA Special Operations Division from Fort Detrick partnered with US Army colleagues in a clandestine operation to test the vulnerabilities of the New York City subway system in a copycat experiment from June 7–10, 1966.46 Without the permission or knowledge of the New York City Transit Authority or the New York City Police Department, CIA agents disseminated Bacillus subtilis niger, a hardy gut bacterium that is particularly susceptible to genetic manipulation, by dropping germ-filled light bulbs through ventilation grates and from platforms between cars of the express trains along the tracks of three lines, exposing more than a million Big Apple civilians.47


The Army’s report on the New York tests leaves little doubt that Fort Detrick officials were pleased with the results:


[A] test was conducted to determine the vulnerability of personnel in an urban subway system to covert BW attack . . . [and] the simulant data when translated into equivalent covert attacks with pathogenic agents during peak traffic periods indicated that large numbers of people could be exposed to infectious doses.48,49,50


The CIA’s Technical Support Staff, which specialized in gadgetry for delivering and dispersing toxins and pathogens, carried out a number of similarly questionable experiments on unaware human targets. As its director, William Colby, explained to a Senate committee convened to investigate “governmental operations with respect to intelligence activities” in 1975:


CIA association with Fort Detrick involved the Special Operations Division (SOD) of that facility. This division was responsible for developing special applications for BW [biological weapon] agents and toxins. Its principal customer was the US Army. Its concern was with the development of both suitable agents and delivery mechanisms for use in paramilitary situations. [It performed] certain research and development in the laboratory facilities of the Special Operations Division of the Army Biological Laboratory at Fort Detrick.51


As usual, the CIA seems to have given little consideration to civil rights, civilian health, or long-term effects of this mission. Scientists believe that, nearly fifty years later, the microbe is still present throughout the subway system due to its enviable ability to survive in hostile environments.52


The military’s open-air and human experimentation test sites ranged from Fort Detrick and Utah’s Dugway Proving Grounds to the Ohio State Penitentiary and a variety of urban populations. A 1996 report by the Chemical Weapons Exposure Study Task Force gives an overview of the variety of human testing, including experiments with tularemia (rabbit fever), ricin, botulinum toxin, Venezuelan equine encephalitis, Coe virus, rhinovirus, Mycoplasma pneumonia, brucellosis, smallpox, influenza, staphylococcal enterotoxin, and Rocky Mountain spotted fever. Government scientists exposed human subjects using aerosol inhalation, airborne particles, and syringe injections.53


In a declassified 1981 experiment, Army scientists assessed two scenarios in sixteen simulated attacks on American cities to compare their effectiveness in cost and casualties. The first scenario involved aerosolized tularemia; the second was an entomological attack using A. aegypti mosquitoes infected with yellow fever. These researchers boasted that the latter strategy could kill 625,000 people for a bargain-basement cost of just $0.29 per death.54


Under deep secrecy and using unlimited Cold War budgets, the CIA orchestrated many of these biological attacks against Americans in furtherance of the agency’s deep and enduring institutional commitment to developing chemical and biological agents to control and destroy human beings both on a population and individual basis.


In August of 1949, two- and three-man SO Division attack teams—equipped with spray disseminators hidden in camera bags and the like—made a surreptitious attack on the Pentagon’s air conditioning systems, mimicking what the Germans had done in London subways in 1933.55 During a three-week period in April 1950, the SO Division sprayed whole cities with Serratia marcescens and Bacillus globigii, a microbe similar in form to anthrax. They sprayed from the decks of the USS Coral Sea and the USS Kenneth D. Bailey anchored off Hampton, Virginia, letting the wind blow the spores into Norfolk, Hampton, and Newport News. In September, the Army and Navy sprayed the coast of San Francisco with bacteria and fluorescent particle clouds of zinc cadmium sulfide, reporting that “[n]early every one of the 800,000 people in San Francisco exposed to the cloud at normal breathing rate (ten liters per minute) inhaled 5000 or more fluorescent particles.”56


In a 1955 experiment to test its ability to infect human populations with biological agents, the CIA released an unknown bacterium over Tampa Bay, Florida. According to a 1979 Washington Post article, it was most likely Haemophilus pertussis, (now called Bordetella pertussis) which causes whooping cough, a specimen of which an agent had reportedly withdrawn from the Army’s biological warfare arsenal at Fort Detrick.57


CIA operatives sprayed bacteria into the air in Washington, DC’s National Airport and into the Pentagon’s air conditioning systems in 1965.58


In 1968, the CIA field-tested its capacity to poison public drinking water by injecting chemicals into the FDA’s water supply in Washington, DC. In that ironic exercise in rough justice, the CIA did not offer FDA personnel the opportunity for informed consent.59


According to an official Army Chemical Corps report, they deployed C-119 Flying Boxcars with the same substances to douse several different test regions from South Dakota to International Falls, Minnesota; from Toledo, Ohio, to Abilene, Texas; from Detroit, Michigan, to Springfield, Illinois; and then to Goodland, Kansas. Sampling stations on the ground reported the effectiveness of the attacks, which “proved the feasibility of covering large areas of the country with BW agents,” the Army Corps report stated. Altogether, the Detrick scientists performed over two hundred trials that spared no part of the United States.60


Biological Toxins and Psychological Warfare


Propaganda and psychological weapons are the constant companions of bioweapons and vaccines. As we contemplate the use of psychological warfare, censorship, and propaganda against Americans during the COVID crisis, it’s useful to understand the historic links between biowarfare and psychological warfare.


The term “psychological warfare” entered the English vernacular in 1941 from the Nazi term Weltanschauungskrieg (“worldview warfare”)—defined as the scientific application of propaganda, terror, and state pressure to achieve an ideological victory over one’s enemies. Office of Strategic Services (OSS) director William “Wild Bill” Donovan “Americanized” the Nazis’ psychological tactics, sending the US intelligence community on an annual sojourn to explore the most effective methods for controlling human and population behavior. Use of the new term quickly gained popularity within the US intelligence community. Donovan viewed psychological warfare as another arm of the US military, similar in status to the Army, Navy, and Air Force. He believed the “engineering of consent” could be deployed as effectively in peacetime propaganda campaigns as in open warfare.61


The CIA integrated its bioweapons and psychological warfare efforts in a series of sinister programs—first at Camp King in Germany and later at Fort Detrick and NIH. Jacobsen reports that “Operation Paperclip . . . created a host of monstrous offspring, including Operations Bluebird, ARTICHOKE, and MKULTRA” as spear tips of US psychological warfare operations, employing hundreds of social scientists and psychiatrists at almost 200 universities who were experimenting with sensory deprivation, torture, hypnosis, biological agents, and psychoactive drugs.62 They tested these weapons on “expendable” people in mental institutions, orphanages, prisons, the military, and even government agencies.


According to journalists Jeffrey St. Clair and Alexander Cockburn, writing for CounterPunch in 2017,


The bleak truth is that a careful review of the activities of the CIA and the organizations from which it sprang reveals an intense preoccupation with the development of techniques of behavior control, brainwashing, and covert medical and psychic experimentation on unwitting subjects including religious sects, ethnic minorities, prisoners, mental patients, soldiers and the terminally ill.


They conclude, “The rationale for such activities, the techniques and indeed the human subjects chosen show an extraordinary and chilling similarity to Nazi experiments.”63


The CIA launched Operations Bluebird, Chatter, and ARTICHOKE at its maiden black site, Camp King in Germany, beginning in 1949.64 Allen Dulles had initiated Operation Bluebird in a secret 1951 memo to Richard Helms and Deputy Director for Plans Frank Wisner urging them to ratchet up interrogation techniques: “In our conversation of 9 February 1951, I outlined to you the possibilities of augmenting the usual interrogation methods by the use of drugs, hypnosis, shock, etc., and emphasized the defensive aspects as well as the offensive opportunities in this field of applied medical science.”65 Dulles attached a folder from the CIA’s “Medical Division” outlining details that were to be tested at Camp King. Since the German government depended on the CIA and the US military for subsidies, German officials “permitted certain activities which were not permitted by the United States government (i.e., anthrax etc.).”66


The CIA created official code cryptonyms for every project, and those within the Technical Services Staff branch all began with the same two letters: MK. In a project originally called MKDETRIC and later changed to MKNAOMI, the CIA contracted the Detrick SO Division to supply lethal and incapacitating germs and toxins, along with appropriate dissemination systems for clandestine activities against human targets. Agency officers oversaw the Fort Detrick program with Sidney Gottlieb, a Caltech biochemistry PhD. At the urging of CIA Director Allen Dulles, MKULTRA was created in April 1953 with the purpose of discovering, testing, producing, and stockpiling “chemical and biological materials capable of producing human behavioral and physiological changes.” It was the CIA’s mind control program.67


After MKULTRA ended, the CIA launched MKSEARCH in 1966 to produce and test mind-altering drugs and biological agents to control human behavior and thinking.68,69 Six of the subprojects involved testing chemical and biological agents on unwitting human beings.70 The following year, 1967, the CIA initiated projects MKOFTEN and MKCHICKWIT, programs to test the toxicological effects of a large number of poisons and biological agents on humans and animals.71


As I showed in The Real Anthony Fauci, during the COVID crisis the CIA and its Western allies redirected their full retinue of psychological weaponry against the American population.


The CIA created the Office of Scientific Intelligence (OSI) under Dr. Willard Machle to expand these mind control technologies72 and recruited Nazi chemists and physicians, including Fritz Hoffmann and Walter Schreiber, to help manage their classified mind control programs.


In the late forties and early fifties, both the NIH and CIA launched behavior modification programs, with the CIA starting their “extreme interrogation techniques”—including hypnosis, electric shock, psychedelic chemicals, and illegal street drugs—on captured Soviet spies at Camp King soon after partnering with Fort Detrick to further interrogation methods with the use of LSD.73,74 Charles Loucks brought the LSD to America from a Swiss chemist he met through Fritz Hoffmann.75


As mentioned earlier, Richard Helms, who administered the ARTICHOKE and Bluebird programs, ordered the destruction of all their files as he was leaving the Agency in 1973.76,77


The supervisor of these techniques was Dr. Henry Knowles Beecher, chief anesthesiologist at Massachusetts General Hospital and a CIA advisor on ARTICHOKE. Dr. Beecher used his post at Mass General to promote the CIA’s bioweapons program. Both men maintained exemplary public images as international healers; Beecher was a vocal defender of the Nuremberg Code, a set of ethical principles intended to protect the rights of human subjects that was written in response to the medical research atrocities committed during World War II.78 Beecher’s involvement in the CIA’s sinister secret bioweapons program eventually pulled him into the darkness of the death sciences.


Both men would act as conduits for transferring Soviet death technologies to the US bioweapons program at Fort Detrick at either end of the Cold War.


Jacobsen recounts: “Dr. Beecher was a participant in secret, government-sponsored medical experiments that did not involve consent. Beecher was paid by the CIA and the navy to consult on how best to produce amnesia in Soviet spies after they were drugged and interrogated so they would forget what had been done to them.”79


After moving its psychological, chemical, and biological weapons programs from Germany to Fort Detrick, the CIA increasingly conducted this research through NIH. As John Marks notes in his book The Search for the Manchurian Candidate, “both the military services and the NIH allowed themselves to be co-opted by the CIA—as funding conduits and intelligence sources.”80


In the 1950s, the CIA conducted many diabolical experiments through the National Institute of Mental Health at NIH headquarters in Bethesda.81,82 The reigning impresario of that NIH division was its chief neurosurgeon, Captain Maitland Baldwin, whose principal asset, according to the Alliance for Human Research Protection, was his lack of “moral inhibitions.”83


In 1953 the head of the CIA’s ARTICHOKE program recruited Baldwin to develop mind and behavioral controls and to create a “Manchurian Candidate”—an unwilling but programmable assassin. Robert Ludlum fictionalized this program as “Treadstone” in the Jason Bourne series. Baldwin later worked for the CIA’s MKSEARCH program. According to Marks, Baldwin was a longtime CIA consultant notorious for a long inventory of revolting atrocities, including grotesque and barbaric human mind control experiments that used torture, psychoactive chemicals, extreme sensory deprivation, and radio frequency energy.84 All these mind control interests fed his ultimate obsession with head transplant surgery, which he repeatedly and unsuccessfully tried on unfortunate primates. Even the Agency was wary of Baldwin’s enthusiasm for gruesome acts of sadism and “because he was such an ‘eager beaver’ with an obvious streak of ‘craziness.’”85


As it had demonstrated by dosing the Pentagon and FDA with toxins, the CIA was not respectful of the rights or health of the personnel who populated the agencies with which the CIA was elsewhere partnering. In 1953, fellow MKULTRA sociopath, Sidney Gottlieb, surreptitiously dosed a coworker, Frank Olson, with LSD during a Thanksgiving retreat for Fort Detrick researchers.86


Ira Baldwin (not to be confused with Maitland Baldwin of Project ARTICHOKE) recruited Dr. Frank Olson, a bacteriologist and biological warfare scientist, to Fort Detrick’s bioweapons programs in 1943.87 He became chief of the CIA’s top-secret SO Division in 1950 and was part of the CIA’s poisons, interrogation, and bioweapons programs. He also served on a team that conducted covert experiments with Nazi scientist Kurt Blome dispersing bioagents on unwitting American population centers.88 At Camp King, Dr. Olson witnessed the CIA conducting interrogation using torture, brainwashing, and drugging of prisoners. He supervised research in the delivery of bioweapons for poisoning, assassination, torture, and as weapons of war. In April 1950, Frank Olson was issued a diplomatic passport. He was not a diplomat. That passport allowed him to transport items in pouches and suitcases that could not be searched by customs officials.89 His participation in those barbarities left Olson tormented, and he told coworkers the interrogations reminded him of the Nazis’ concentration camp atrocities. In the autumn of 1953, conscience-stricken, he told his colleague Dr. Sidney Gottlieb that he was contemplating leaving the job. Olson expressed moral revulsion for his work and announced his intention to quit.90


After hearing Olson’s alarming confidences, Gottlieb and SOD chemist Robert Lashbrook invited Olson to a Thanksgiving staff retreat at the CIA’s safe house in western Maryland, where they dosed him with LSD. Olson had a psychotic break. Olson’s CIA handlers committed him to a mental institution—the Chestnut Lodge sanitarium in Maryland, according to Lashbrook—after a CIA doctor involved with the LSD experiments warned that Olson might expose Project ARTICHOKE.91,92


Olson spent his last night sharing a room at the Hotel Statler in New York City. Lashbrook told police that at midnight Olson had plunged through a closed window twelve stories to his death on a New York City sidewalk. Despite abundant evidence that Olson had been murdered, the New York City Police attributed his death to suicide.93 Olson’s family accused the CIA of murdering the biologist to silence him. In 1975, the CIA settled with Olson’s family for the crime.94













CHAPTER 8


Heyday: The Bioweapons–Industrial Complex at Full Production






While the 1925 Geneva Protocol banned first use of bioweapons in war, it did nothing to prohibit their development and stockpiling for defense, deterrence, or retaliation.1


By 1969, the Pentagon was spending $300 million a year manufacturing chemical and biological weapons and delivery systems.2 The Pentagon routed much of this funding through pharmaceutical and chemical companies, defense contractors, and universities with computer systems that could solve the complex meteorological and biochemical challenges of dispersing germs and gases by air.3,4


CBW scientists from Germany, Japan, and the US labored at Fort Detrick and other top-secret laboratories, proving grounds at six military bases, more than seventy university campuses, and many private and non-profit corporations devising ways to weaponize pathogens; gases; herbicides; pesticides; snake, spider, and sea urchin venom; defoliants; and an array of odorless, colorless nerve gases, distilled mustard gas, blister agents, lethal asphyxiators, and incapacitating and riot control agents. Fort Detrick’s “life scientists” were experimenting with 160 biological agents,5 including infectious diseases like tularemia (rabbit fever), Q-fever, viral equine encephalitis, psittacosis, pneumonic plague, pulmonary anthrax, biologically engineered anthrax, pneumonic plague, and brucellosis bacteria, as well as virulent fungi, rusts, blights, and rots weaponized to destroy food crops.6


CIA operatives at Fort Detrick were also cranking out innovative new gadgetry for dispersing weaponized pathogens, including aerosol and powder dispensers and sophisticated projectiles capable of overcoming the barriers that had thwarted Shirō Ishii’s failed efforts to deploy bio-bombs in battlefield settings.7 As biological agents were grown in liquid, water amounted to roughly seventy-five percent of their cellular substance.8 Therefore, America’s venturesome germ warfare scientists put Herculean effort into developing techniques for freeze-drying biologicals so as to stuff as many killer germs into canisters, bombs, shells, and missiles as possible.9


Attacking food production is a persistent preoccupation of germ warfare enthusiasts. One reporter described the facilities at Fort Detrick in 1959 as including “laboratories for mass breeding of pathogenic microorganisms and greenhouses for investigating crop pathogens and various chemicals that harm or destroy plants.”10


By 1966, resourceful US researchers had succeeded in freeze-drying a rogue’s gallery of devilish microbes, including bacteria such as plague and anthrax, parasites such as Q-fever and Rocky Mountain spotted fever, viruses including yellow fever and encephalomyelitis, and anticrop fungal diseases like rice blast and potato blight.11


Freeze-Dried Bacteria, Supersonic Warheads, and Synthetic Biology


As the Vietnam War intensified, the Pentagon and intelligence agencies ramped up bioweapons research. The Pentagon tasked defense contractor Litton Industries, Inc. (now Northrop Grumman) to ensure “Supersonic Delivery of Dry Biological Agents” by developing methods for “disseminating microorganisms from supersonic vehicles.” By 1964, both the Army and Navy deployed biological warheads for the smaller missiles.12 By March 1967, Fort Detrick scientists had developed a technique for delivering a biological warhead by the giant Sergeant missile, which was already carrying chemical payloads.13


Outside the Army and the Central Intelligence Agency, several other organizations and commands played roles in the program: The Office of the Surgeon General activated its Biological Branch in 1950, allegedly for the purpose of biological warfare defense. The Navy, the Air Force, the Public Health Service, the Department of Agriculture, and the National Academy of Sciences were also deeply involved in the escalating bioweapons arms race.14


The many chefs in the biowarfare kitchen cooked up ferments of homicidal poisons and infectious pathogens in uncontrolled laboratories at Camp Detrick; Pine Bluff, Arkansas; Utah’s Dugway Proving Ground; and at Plum Island off New York’s Long Island.15


As doctors around the world were adopting twentieth-century medical breakthrough technologies like antibiotics, antivirals, and vaccines, the biowarfare cartel inverted the healing ambitions of medicine and public health by cultivating, engineering, and enhancing mutant strains of pathogenic organisms with amplified lethality, increased virulence, and rapid spread, and with robust resistance to antibiotics, antivirals, and vaccines. In other words, these death scientists were weaponizing the same pathogens that physicians and public health officials had been trying to eradicate since Hippocrates, while enhancing them with innovative traits to resist treatment. Speaking to Sy Hersh, author of the 1968 book Chemical and Biological Warfare: America’s Hidden Arsenal, a leading government scientist described the perverse research at Fort Detrick as “disease control in reverse.”16


In 1963, Major General Marshal Stubbs, the chief of the US Chemical Corps, proudly boasted to Congress about the military’s expanding arsenal of mutant insects engineered to resist cold weather, drugs, and insecticides. Sy Hersh described the fierce arms race:


Progress in the ability to spread germ agents is being matched only by progress in finding new and virulent strains of germs. Utilizing recent dramatic strides in genetics, scientists are working on techniques that will enable them to breed a variety of resistance factors into a particular bacterial or viral agent—“biological engineering,” one scientist called it. With such techniques, a special breed of pneumonic plague, or other diseases, could theoretically be developed that no longer would be sensitive to penicillin, streptomycin, and other antibiotics. Research of precisely this nature now is being conducted by about forty scientists at Detrick, it has been given a top priority by the military.17


Hersh recounts how the Fort Detrick scientists used the new science of synthetic biology and state-of-the-art gain-of-function technologies like radiation and ultraviolet light to accelerate mutation to develop drug-resistant super killers. These relatively primitive experiments presaged Dr. Fauci’s gain-of-function work:


There are many methods known . . . for altering or transferring resistance or heredity factors—such as insensitivity to antibiotics—from one bacterium or virus to another. These range from a simple, but rare, spontaneous resistance that produces a mutant, to a complicated genetic interchange known as recombination, which can be made to occur by a variety of methods. The net result of each interchange is the same—resistance is apparently spread from germ to germ by actual transfer of genetic material, as if genes for drug resistance were being transferred.18


With the guidance and materials provided by Paperclip Nazis and Ishii’s Japanese 731 Brigade veterans, Fort Detrick developed a vast arsenal of weaponized insects as disease vectors. One reporter wrote that by 1959, Detrick’s insect inventory included “mosquitoes infected with yellow fever, malaria, and dengue; fleas infected with plague; ticks with tularemia, relapsing fever, and Colorado fever; houseflies with cholera, anthrax, and dysentery.”19




OEBPS/images/img14.jpg
1950 Zinc cadmium sulfide gas is released over major US cities
throughout the fifties

1952 | Oct8 669-page UN report accuses US of violating Geneva Protocol by
using biological weapons in Korean War
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and chemical agents
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1953 Frank Olson is dosed with LSD by CIA colleagues and dies
from a suspicious fall through a hotel window

1954 Operation Whitecoat begins testing deadly pathogens on
Seventh-Day Adventists

1955 CIA releases unknown bacteria over Tampa Bay, Florida

1959 Arsenal of weaponized insects developed

1960 Pentagon and CIA actively research biological and chemical
weapons by the mid-1960s

1961 |Jan17 | Eisenhower warns against the rise of the “military-industrial
complex” and public policy capture by a scientific-technological
elite

1962 | Jan US begins using defoliants, including Agent Orange, in Vietnam

1962 Cuba charges CIA with instigating Newcastle outbreak

1964 Army and Navy deploy missiles with biological warheads
attached

1965 CIA sprays bacteria into the air in Washington DC

1966 | Jun 7-10 | CIA tests bioweapon feasibility in New York City subway system

1966 CIA begins Project MKSEARCH to find mind-altering drugs
that can be used to control human behavior

1966 US researchers succeed in freeze-drying bioagents

1966 Smallpox escapes a UK lab, infecting residents of Birmingham

1967 CIA begins Project MKOFTEN/CHICKWIT to test
toxicological effects on humans and animals

1967 Fort Detrick develops delivery of bioagents by Sergeant missile

1967 Secretary of Defense acknowledges US is actively developing
biological weapons

1967 Outbreak of Marburg virus from lab leaks in Germany and Serbia

1969 President Nixon terminates the American biowarfare program

1971 US conducts biological attack on Cuba with African swine fever

1971 Smallpox escapes lab near Aral Sea
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1914 European militaries explore germ warfare in WW1

1925 Geneva Protocol establishes no first use of chemical and
biological warfare

1932 Shiro Ishii opens lab in Harbin, China, as “Ground Zero” of
bioweapons research

1933 Germans test bioweapon feasibility in Paris Metro and London’s
Piccadilly Circus

1936 Shiro Ishii forms Japan’s notorious Unit 731

1937 Japan uses biological weapons against China

1940 | Oct Unit 731 tests plague-infested fleas on occupied Chinese cities
and towns

1940 Fort Detrick breeds super bugs to spread pathogens

1941 WBC committee convenes to determine feasibility of bioweapons

1942 | Feb1y | WBC committee endorses biowarfare as a promising new line of
weaponry

1942 Mustard gas experiments begin on US servicemen

1943 | Mar US Army Biological Warfare Laboratories set up at Camp Detrick

1943 FDR pledges no first use of biowarfare and chemical weapons

1945 | Sep First US officials go to Japan to gather data from Unit 731

1945 Operation Paperclip begins importing Nazi scientists

1946 | Jan Ishii is detained by US agents who retrieve hidden data and
specimens

1947 CIA takes control of Operation Paperclip

1947 Edgewood Arsenal begins human experiments with tabun gas

1949 |Aug29 | Russia detonates their first atomic bomb

1949 | Aug The CIA conducts biological infection testing through the
Pentagon air conditioning system

1949 | Dec The US co-opts Japanese war criminals to develop biological
weapons

1950 | Sep 26 | Navy begins testing effects of airborne bacteria on civilians
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1975 | Jan22 | US ratifies the Geneva Protocol

1975 US signs Biological Weapons Convention treaty

1977 | Mar Senate hearings confirm historical field experiments on 239
populated areas

1977 HiNr (Spanish flu) escapes from a lab, causing an outbreak in
China

1979 Laboratory accident in Sverdlovsk, USSR, triggers outbreak of
anthrax

1985 US sends weapons-specific biological agents to Saddam Hussein

1987 DOD operating 127 bioweapon research projects

1988 | Nov 23 | Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act signed
into law

1990 | May 22 | US signs the Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989 into
law

1991 Bioweapons “blow back” on US forces in Desert Storm, forcing

the use of a dangerous anthrax vaccine that likely contributes
greatly to the mysterious Gulf War illness suffered by returning
veterans
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