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Life without sex might be safer, but it would be unbearably
dull. It is the sex instinct which makes women seem
beautiful, which they are once in a blue moon, and men
seem wise and brave, which they never are at all. Throttle it,
denaturalize it, take it away—and human existence would
be reduced to the prosaic, laborious, boresome, imbecile
level of life in an anthill.

—HENRY LOUIS MENCKEN

Sex is the most fun you can have without laughing.

—WOODY ALLEN
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Introduction


Sex can make you snarky. Snark can make you sexy.

—THE AUTHOR

AH YES… sex.

So much power for such a little word. We want it, we crave it, we need it, we hate it, we love it… are disgusted by it, attracted to it, appalled by it, enthralled by it… blah blah blah.

Just stop.

Try again.

Okay. Well, as you can see, it's pretty easy to get carried away when you indulge in the “sex” talk. For some reason, perhaps the fact that it's usually so closely associated with the L word (no, not the HBO series), we tend to romanticize sex… put it up on a pedestal… imbue it with power and mystery and intrigue and…

Yikes. There I go again.

This is getting out of hand. (Out of hand. Get it?)

I said stop!
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Okay, okay…

S-E-X.

Sex can be great. Sex can be fun. Sex can be dirty (if you're doing it right). But most of all, sex can make you as snarky as the day is long. To paraphrase a corny eighties movie, you can go for weeks without sex, but try going even a day without a snark—just can't be done.

And I can't think of a better topic to make the snarks fly than sex, can you?

Whence It Came

Since that first moment when Adam said to Eve, “Stand back, I don't know how big this thing gets,” sex has been an allconsuming endeavor for all of human kind. In fact, the image that starts this book was engraved in 1735 and describes a scene ripe for snark. It's part of an eight-painting series by artist William Hogarth titled A Rake's Progress. Know what a rake is? An immoral or dissolute person—in other words, someone who uses snark to the nth degree.

The first of the paintings (later turned into engravings) shows a young man named Tom Rakewell1 after getting word of an unexpected windfall. He has dumped his pregnant fiancée (shown crying on the far right) and is being measured for new duds. It's not a pretty picture, but as Bill Maher once said, “Men are only as loyal as their options.”

1 Get it? Rake? Don't cha love it when those guys were so obvious?

Women, rejoice. He gets his comeuppance—he squanders his money on prostitutes and gambling and winds up insane. A result that members of both sexes can relate to.

We love sex. We love it, and it pisses us off, and occasionally it sends us to the loony bin. And, man, it's everywhere.

Today, sex is used to sell us useless shit. The brilliant Bill Hicks used to say that the perfect Coke ad would be a shot of a beautiful woman, scantily dressed. The camera would come in slowly as her two fingers of her right hand reached down between her legs. She would clearly be in the throes of an orgasm, or pretty close. As the camera close in on her face, she would look up and say two words: “Drink… Coke.” And every male in America would be popping a can immediately (another euphemism?).

When sex and snark meet, watch out. Snark is a powerful tool… almost as powerful as sex .

What You Hold

So, what is this book then? Is it a slick guide to saying all the right things so you can score easily with the ladies/gents? No, of course not. Stick with fifties and hundreds.

Is it a crass self-help book that will make you feel good about your feeble attempts to procreate, to get off, to further along your quest for making the sex? Crass, yes. Self-help?
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This book is, quite frankly, a gathering of the finest minds, words, and thoughts of the great and near-great, the funny and the profane, the moronic and the majestic, the dirty and the dignified (will I ever stop?) in a quest to take advantage of a moment in time and make a few shekels off the puerile need to glorify the act—the act of making love, screwing, boffing, doing the in and out, bonking, making the two-back beast… well, you get the picture. (Now get the picture out of your head and keep reading.)

Categorizing the Deed

Let's face it, a man is a lot better than a woman at putting sex into a specific box in his mind.2 Women always want to blur those lines—“how can you sleep with me and then not call me for three weeks?” Love and sex are not linked, ladies, and what's with the sleeping euphemism? If we're together, the LAST thing anyone's gonna be doin’ is sleeping.

But I digress, yet again. All I'm trying to say is that for the sake of your reading pleasure, I have divided the book into various sections. As a man, I can do that. Compartmentalize. However, as a man who would like to keep having sex, I will also concede that they do occasionally overlap. It can get complicated.

2 Ignore the double entendre.

What's It About Again??

So…

This is book filled with an interesting cast of sexual characters, some known, some unknown, but all with something snarky to say. Learn from them. There are sexy movie stars who are “married”…. There are sexy lesbians who write books. There are sexy politicians3 who fall in love and have sex, get married, have lots of sex without love, and ultimately are divorced. There are athletes who… well, sometimes people really are good at only one thing.

This is the third in the Snark series, and I think it's the funniest one yet. You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll shake, you'll shudder, you'll… (see.. impossible to stop… just go with it, okay?). And often, at the same time, the hammer of recognition hits you squarely between your eyes.

But don't fret. After all, snark, like sex, is about survival. Embrace it and they can both set you free.

Enjoy—and stay snarky.

Lawrence Dorfman

September, 2011
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3 Oxymoron?
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1. There are bunch of quotes in here, a gaggle of jokes, some limericks, lots of one-liners, fun, games, fun and games. It's a snark book, after all. We found some great illustrations … even one that's rated R (see if you can find it)4. I got some reviews about my last book not being appropriate for certain ages. Ya think? Use your discretion and your judgment. And then decide if you want to let your parents read this. Or don't. Your call.

2. Similar to the second book, there's a smattering of pieces I call “Snarkin’ the News,” taken from the daily snarks on my Snark Handbook Facebook page. Mostly these are a commentary on how dumb humans are, but there's a lot of stuff on what I like to call “conjugating the verb5.”

4 Already looking, ain't cha?

5 Being a faux-literary guy and all.
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Marriage


“What is a marriage if not an opportunity to mock someone through thick and thin while simultaneously exploring your deepest, darkest, sexual desires?”

—MARCY RUNKLE, CALIFORNICATION

THEY SAY, “HOME IS where the heart is.” Yes, that's mostly true, but home is also, more often, where the hard-on is. No place is as fertile a snark breeding ground as the institution of marriage (and who wants to be in an institution?). Think The Hot Zone minus those HazMat suits. It does, however, promise one thing: another body available for coupling.

It's been the same deal since James Gillray painted the caricature opposite, in 1805. Called “Harmony before Matrimony,” it paints a foreboding portrait of marriage. Note the painting on the wall, with Cupid shooting a pair of doves. Or the cats fighting on the floor. There are even more negative elements, cropped in the interest of space. And Gillray followed up with an “after” painting. We'll get to that… in 140 pages. In the meantime, let's snark.
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Getting married for sex is like buying a 747 for the free peanuts.

—JEFF FOXWORTHY

[image: image]

A husband is what is left of a lover after the nerve has been extracted.

—HELEN ROWLAND
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Bachelors know more about women than married men; if they didn't, they'd be married too.

—H. L. MENCKEN
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A man in love is incomplete until he is married. Then he is finished.

—ZSA ZSA GABOR
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Honeymoon: A short period of doting between dating and debting.

—MIKE BINDER

These days, the honeymoon is rehearsed much more often than the wedding.

—P. J. O'RO URKE
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A honeymoon couple goes to a hotel and asks for a suite. “Bridal?” asks the desk clerk. “No thanks,” replies the bride, “I'll just hang on to his shoulders.”
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Sex drive: a physical craving that begins in adolescence and ends in marriage.
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I blame my mother for my poor sex life. All she told me was “the man goes on top and the woman underneath.” For years, my husband and I slept in bunk beds.

—JOAN RIVERS
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Never get married in the morning, because you never know who you'll meet that night.

—PAUL HORNUNG
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I came from a big family. As a matter of fact, I never got to sleep alone until I was married.

—LEWIS GRIZZARD

[image: image]


Sexual Indiscretions Match Box6





	A. John Edwards

	D. Larry Craig




	B. Amy Fisher

	E. David Letterman




	C. Marv Albert

	F. Elizabeth Taylor
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1. A sportscaster who became the butt of jokes when he was accused of sodomy and other bizarre sexual proclivities by a woman with whom he had a decade-long affair. His longtime girlfriend stood by him, and they recently married. That's what I call true love.

2. This movie star was married eight times to seven husbands. When her third husband died, she married his best friend (who was already married to someone else). They divorced; she married another film star whom she divorced, remarried, and divorced again. Two more to go7.

3. A married senator, with a strong antigay platform, allegedly caught in an airport men's room using his foot to tap out sexual preferences to the FBI agent in the next stall. He says he was just picking up a piece of paper8.

6 1. C, 2. F, 3. D, 4. B, 5. A, 6. E

7 When you can't sleep, count her husbands.

8 Yeah, a mash note.

4. A complete unknown, she entered into a love tryst at seventeen with a thirty-six-year-old married mechanic and then shot and seriously injured his wife. Also had a sex tape. Still unknown.

5. A strong family-values presidential candidate, he was the subject of a sex tape with his mistress, who was pregnant with his love child at the time. Meanwhile, his wife was dying of cancer. Whaddaya think of those values?

6. After being outed by a news staffer, this married television host and comedian confessed to finding his fun at the office through affairs with several members of his staff.

I never knew what real happiness was until I got married. By then it was too late.

—MAX KAUFFMAN
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The term “sex addict” makes it sound like sex is a drug. And after 23 years of marriage, in my house it's a controlled substance.

—BOBBY SLAYTON
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Before I married my husband, I'd never fallen in love, although I'd stepped in it a few times.

—RITA RUDNER
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After twenty years of marriage, a couple was lying in bed one evening, when the woman felt her husband begin to fondle her in ways he hadn't in quite some time. It almost tickled as his fingers started at her neck and then began moving down past the small of her back. He then caressed her shoulders and neck, slowly worked his hand down over her breasts, stopping just over her lower stomach. He then proceeded to place his hand on her left inner arm, caressed past the side of her breast again, working down her side, passed gently over her buttock, and down her leg to her calf. Then, he proceeded up her inner thigh, stopping just at the uppermost portion of her leg. He continued in the same manner on her right side and then suddenly stopped, rolled over, and became silent. As she had become quite aroused by this caressing, she asked in a loving voice, “Honey, that was wonderful. Why did you stop?” “I found the remote.”
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Husbands think we should know where everything is— like the uterus is a tracking device. He asks me, “Do we have any Cheerios left?” Like he can't go over to the sofa cushion and lift it himself.

—ROSANNE BAR
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How to Seduce Your Wife:

Compliment her, cuddle her, kiss her, caress her, stroke her, tease her, comfort her, protect her, hug her, hold her, wine and dine her, buy things for her, listen to her, care for her, stand by her, support her, buy flowers for her, go to the ends of the earth for her…
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