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Introduction

Sports language comes and goes with the times. It is a language that grows each year, and changes and attempts to adjust to the ever expanding world of athletics that it describes. It is technical yet colorful, simple yet tremendously involved—a language for those who are inside sports and at the same time an important part of the general cultural vocabulary.

Some expressions live out their time because of the popularity of the figures who used them. Mel Allen’s “How about that?” and Red Barber’s “In the catbird seat”—phrases that marveled at a baseball player’s accomplishments—departed the sports language scene when Mr. Allen and Mr. Barber left their play-by-play announcing roles. Other expressions live on much past their time like “Say It Ain’t So, Joe”—a comment attributed to a small boy wanting to hear from “Shoeless Joe” Jackson that he was not guilty.

Within the clubhouses and in their private conversations with each other, athletes use another level of language. This sports speech, this special language, provides another view of sports. Some of these terms are also included in this almanac.

A baseball player who hits the ball hard and with straight force is one who manufactures a frozen rope. A basketball player who shoots in your face is one who attempts to show up another player who is guarding him. A loose and relaxed basketball player shakes and bakes. One who picks someone’s pockets is able to steal the basketball from another player. Such terms and expressions no longer are “inside.” Each time a sportscaster or sportswriter hears them, there’s a good chance that they become public, part of the culture, and part of the sports language at large.

How many know the differences among the following: penalty (football), penalty kick (soccer), penalty killer (hockey), penalty shot (basketball), penalty box (hockey), penalty goal (soccer), penalty kick mark (soccer), penalty shot (hockey), penalty timekeeper (hockey)?

How many can explain the differences among these terms from basketball: free throw, bonus free throw, free-throw area, free-throw circle, free-throw lane, free-throw line, freewheeling offense?

How many know the sports meanings and the sports they belong to of each of the following: own goal, goal area, goal-area line, goal-line stand, goal average, goal crease, goalie, goal judge, goalkeeper, goal kick, goal-less, goal light, goal mouth, goal post, goaltender, goaltending?

Can you identify the sports and the meanings of the following colorful terms: gold, yellow card, red card, black flag, checkered flag, red flag, body in white, greens fee, gold or red handkerchief, red-dog, blue line, red line, black belt, blueprint, yellow light?

Individual sports have a language personality all their own. A lot of fencing is spoken in the accents of Italian and French. The racquet sports are all related, and there is a good deal of inbreeding of language among them. Football has a military aura surrounding its language, while soccer—or what the world outside the United States refers to as “football”—is characterized by an international flavor and many British expressions. Bowling’s language contains a quaint and colorful application of this sport’s reliance on words taken from the general cultural vocabulary—Cincinnati, Christmas tree, and mother in-law, for example. Skateboarding, with its origins in surfing (in fact, the sport is called sidewalk surfing), is filled with expressions borrowed from surfing.

And if there were a championship trophy awarded for the richest and most varied sports language, baseball would win it easily. More than one hundred years old, played over a very long season in all sections of the United States, baseball’s language is aimed at explaining and describing the nuances of our national game.

It is fascinating to survey the sports lingo that lives and dies depending on developments in sports. The set shot (a stationary, two-handed shot at the basket) in basketball was replaced with the jump shot as the game evolved. The three-point shot (awarding three points for a basket made from twenty-six or more feet out) and the 30-second rule (mandating that an offensive team shoot within thirty seconds of change of possession), and the red, white, and blue basketball all vanished with the end of the American Basketball Association. But, as all sports fans know, the three-point shot, alias trey, three, triple, came back to be a significant part of NBA scoring.

The spitter, or spitball, was supposed to die as a term as a result of a rule in major league baseball that outlawed this type of pitch. The designated hitter was born as a result of an American League decision.

Some sports terms belong to all sports. A player-manager is a team member who both plays and manages. A player-coach performs the same role no matter the sport. All sports have home teams (the ones that play at their home site) and visiting teams (the ones that travel to play at the home team’s location). The bleachers (those seats beyond the outfield in baseball) are generally the same in all sports, although the Los Angeles Dodgers give their bleacher seats a touch of class by referring to them as pavilion seats.

To be up (ahead) or down (behind) or to rally (come from behind) or to be in the lead (to be winning) or to trail (to be losing) or to falter (to fall behind) or to clinch (to assure victory)—these are all general words that apply to all sports.

Sometimes the same word or phrase varies greatly in meaning from sport to sport. Dribbling in soccer is done with the feet, while in basketball it is performed with the hands. Fan in football is a pass pattern; in baseball, to fan means to strike out. Down in baseball means out, whereas in football it signifies one of a series of four attempts to gain ten yards. To center a ball in football is to have the center hike the ball back to the quarterback; in hockey, a meaning of the word center is to get the puck back to the center of the rink.

To trap a baseball is to gain control of it after it has bounced. To trap a soccer ball is to gain control of it by cushioning it with any part of the body except for the arms or hands. To trap in football is to block off a defensive lineman in order to allow an offensive ball carrier to have ease of movement. To trap in basketball is the act of two players tightly guarding the player with the ball in an attempt to take the ball away. The pocket as used in baseball and lacrosse refers to the part of the glove or the head of the stick most useful for gaining control of the ball. Pocket in football is a field location a few yards behind the line of scrimmage that a quarterback stays in for protection in his passing attempts.

Sports analogies have infiltrated our nonsports culture as well. To quarterback (football) is to lead, to be a backup quarterback (football) is to wait to lead, to be a Monday-morning quarterback (football) is to second-guess. To pinch hit (baseball) is to take someone’s place, while to hit a foul ball (baseball) is to make a mistake. To throw a curveball (baseball) is to attempt to trick someone, while to be thrown a curveball (baseball) is to have someone attempt to trick you. To get a rain check (baseball) is to have an opportunity to do something again. To get to first base (baseball) and to kick off (football) is to begin . . . the examples go on into sudden death, overtime, extra innings . . . kissoff (archery), ace (racquet sports), dunk (basketball), mod (auto racing), hairy (auto racing), bomb (football), mag wheels (auto racing), raunchy (auto racing), zop (motorcycling), bull’s-eye (archery), hot hand (basketball), K.O. (boxing), take a dive (boxing), split (bowling), belly whopper (diving), caddy (golf), duffer (golf), in the soup (surfing), wiped out (surfing), hacker (tennis), pug (boxing), on guard and parry (fencing), dead heat (track and field), gun lap (track), half-nelson (wrestling).

There is even a sports language of letters with a symbolism all its own. Here’s a sampling:




	A
	
assist (basketball)



	BA
	
batting average (baseball)



	BB
	
base on balls (baseball)



	BK
	
balk (baseball)



	C
	
catcher (baseball)



	CC
	
cubic centimeters (auto racing)



	D
	
defense (basketball)



	DH
	
designated hitter (baseball)



	DOHC
	
double overhead camshaft (auto racing)



	E
	
error (baseball); end (football)



	FG
	
field goal (basketball)



	G
	
goaltender (hockey)



	H
	
the shape of the goalposts (football)



	
I
	
a type of formation (football)



	JV
	
junior varsity (all sports)



	K
	
strike out (baseball)



	L
	
loss (baseball pitcher)



	M
	
a type of formation (soccer)



	MX
	
moto-cross (motorcycling)



	N
	
novice slope (skiing)



	O
	combined with X to diagram football plays




	P
	
pitcher (baseball)



	PH
	
pinch hitter (baseball)



	QB
	
quarterback (football)



	R
	
run (baseball)



	RBI
	
run batted in (baseball)



	S
	
sacrifice (baseball)



	SB
	
stolen base (baseball)



	SF
	
sacrifice fly (baseball)



	T
	technical foul (basketball); a type of formation (football); time-out




	U
	
utility player (baseball)



	V
	
victory (all sports)



	W
	a type of formation (soccer); win (baseball)




	WFO
	
wide-open throttle (motorcycling)



	WP
	
wild pitch (baseball)



	X
	combined with O to diagram football plays



	X
	Former NBA star Xavier McDaniel who had some moments of glory for several different NBA teams




	Y
	another shape of football goalposts



	Z
	
zig-zag pattern (football)



	Z
	Zydrunas Ilgauskas of the Cleveland Cavaliers, a 7-foot-3, $60 million investment with a name that for some is tough to pronounce






Nicknames have power. Would former boxing great Jersey Joe Walcott have been as dynamic if he went by his real name, Arnold Cream? How super would the Super Bowl be if it had a different name? Jerome Hannah Dean was never as exciting as Dizzy Dean. And Clyde was always more glamorous than Walt Frazier, former New York Knickerbockers star.

In writing this guide I attempted to fuse the common with the exotic, the arcane with the ordinary, the old with the new, and the poignant with the matter-of-fact. There are many, many words here. But this is not at all the last word on this fascinating subject.


Archery

AMO Archery Manufacturers and Merchants Organization, which generally sets standards.

Anchor Spot on the archer’s face or neck where the string hand rests at time of release.

Armguard Piece of leather wrapped around the forearm protecting it from string slap.

Arrow A thin shaft shot from a bow.

Arrow Plate Vertical section of the bow against which the arrow rests before release.

Arrow Rest A projection on the side of the bow which supports the arrow.

Arrowhead Point or head of the arrow (Pile).

Back The side of the bow that faces the target.

Backed Bow A layer of material bonded to the back of a bow for reinforcement.

Barreled Arrow An arrow that is tapered at each end and thicker in the middle.

Belly The side of the bow that faces the archer.

Blank The old name for the bull’s-eye on an archery target.

Blunt An arrow that has a flat tip.

Bolt A short arrow that is shot from a crossbow.

Bow An instrument that is used to shoot arrows. A bow consists of a flexible strip that is tapered at either end and connected to an arc.

Bow Arm The supporting arm for a bow.

Bow Hand The hand that grasps the bow.

Bowbender An archer, a term more appropriate for traditional archery shooters.

Bowsight An aiming device fastened to a bow.

Bowstring A string used to propel an arrow.

Bowyer One who makes or deals with bows.

Brace The act of stringing a bow.

Brace Height Indication of the correct distance between the bow and the bowstring at the handle.

Bracer An arm guard.

Broadhead Triangular soft-shaped flat and sharp arrowhead used in hunting.

Buck Fever/Target Panic Losing control due to a target or a buck.

Bull’s-Eye The centermost ring in a target.

Butt A backstop behind a target.

Cams Pulleys at the end of the limbs of compound bows. They vary in shape and size.

Cast The distance a bow can propel an arrow. The speed at which a bow can shoot; the privilege of shooting first in a competition.

Chested Arrow An arrow that is thickest near the nock.

Clearance (Arrow) The way to verify if an arrow clears the bow without any contact.

Clout Target One twelve-times-standard four-foot target. A clout target is laid flat on the ground and used for distance shooting up to 180 yards.

Cock Feather A feather that is set at a ninety-degree angle to a string and is of a different color from the other feathers to facilitate locating the nock.

Creep The edging forward of an arrow during the aiming process.

Crest Colored marks placed near the nock of an arrow for identification purposes.

Deflexed Shape of the riser.

Double Round A round that is shot two times in succession, with the scores of both added together.

Draw The act of pulling back the bowstring.

Drawing Hand The hand that pulls back the bowstring.

Drawing Weight The specific power needed for pulling the bow all the way back.

Drift An arrow’s movement sideways because of crosswinds.

End In target competition, the number of arrows shot and scored as a group.

Eye Loop at the bowstring’s end.

Face Front of a target.

Fast Flight Different string style used on modern bows.

Field Archery Competitive events held in forestlike areas to approximate bow-hunting conditions.

Field Arrow An arrow used in field archery.

Field Point A tapered arrowhead.

Field Round A round in field archery.

Field Roving Course A course set in forestlike areas to approximate bow-hunting conditions.

Finger Stall Protective coverings for the draw fingers.

Finger Tab Protective leather coverings for the string fingers.

Fistmele The distance from the belly of a bow to the string.

Fletch The act of putting feathers on an arrow.

Fletcher An arrowsmith.

Fletching The vanes or feathers attached to an arrow.

Flick A change in direction of an arrow in flight.

Flight Arrow An arrow designed for distance shooting.

Flight Shooting Distance shooting.

Flirt A flickering of an arrow just after it is shot from the bow.

Flu-Flu An arrow with a broad point, designed for bird hunting.

FOC Front of center, the balance point of the arrow, generally 60 percent of the weight in the back and 40 percent in the front.

Foot Bow A bow placed against the feet and drawn with both hands.

Footed Arrow An arrow with strong material inserted behind the pile for greater strength.

Freestyle Competition that allows various kinds of bows, aiming devices, and types of shooting.

Gold A bull’s-eye in a target.

Grains Standard measurement of weight in archery.

Grip The bow handle.

Handle Center of the bow, the part which the archer uses in gripping the bow (Riser).

Head The point of the arrow.

Hen Feathers Two out of three feathers of a three-feather bow that are colored alike.

Hold The pause at full draw.

Hunter’s Round A field-archery round on a roving course.

Hunting Bow A bow used for hunting game.

IBO International Bowhunters Organization, which sets standards.

In The second unit in a field-archery round.

Kick Jolt when a bow is let go.

Kinetic Energy Energy being transferred from the archer to the bow, and then on to the arrow.

Kisser A button or knot located on the bowstring, against which the lips are pressed to fix draw and arrow elevation.

Kissoff Arrow that bounces off one already in the target and lodges in a lesser scoring area or misses the target altogether.

Let Down The loss of bow weight.

Limb Bow ends.

Longbow A long, straight bow, such as those used in medieval England.

Loose The act of releasing the drawstring and shooting the arrow.

Matt The straw or grass coil on which the target is placed.

Nock The grooves on an arrow or on limb tips into which the bowstring fits.

Nocking Point The place on the bowstring where the arrow nock fits.

Out The first unit shot in a round of field archery.

Overbowed A bow that requires greater strength to draw than the archer has.

Overdraw The act of drawing an arrow back too much.

Pass Through The clearing of the bow by the arrow while having nominal contact, affording improved accuracy and consistency.

Peep Sight Placed on string to help seeing through it, used for better consistency and easier use of sights.

Petticoat White rim of a target.

Pile The metal tip of the arrow.

Pin Hole A point in the center of a target that aids aiming.

Point Pile.

Point Blank The distance from the target at which the point-of-aim and the gold coincide.

Point-of-Aim The object an archer sights on to get proper elevation.

Popinjay Shooting A shooting competition in which blunt arrows are shot at artificial birds; scoring values are attached to high overhead perches.

Power Form A stance used for target shooting that is aimed at increasing body muscle tension. In the power form, the feet are turned out more toward the target than ordinarily, and the upper body is twisted to some degree away from the target while the archer aims.

Projectile Arrow released from the bow.

Pull Act of pulling the bowstring to full draw.

Quiver A carrying device to hold arrows, usually a long leather bag worn over the shoulder.

Range Finder An aid in estimating the distance to a target or in determining the point-of-aim.

Recurved Bow A bow whose tips are formed with a reverse bend.

Reflex Bow A bow with limbs that curve away from the archer when unstrung and held in shooting position.

Release To loose an arrow by releasing the bowstring.

Riser Additional stripping glued to the bow handle’s belly side for depth or reinforcement.

Round A specific number of arrows shot at given distances; in field shooting, a two-unit or twenty-eight-target course.

Rover An individual who engages in the old method of field archery by shooting progressively at casual, or random, targets.

Self A bow or arrow made from a single kind of material; an arrow with no footing; a bow created from only one type of wood.

Serving Additional wrapping around the bowstring to prevent chafing and making for longer wear.

Shaft An arrow’s cylindrical body from the nock to the pile.

Shaftment The part of the shaft at which feathers are attached.

Sight Window Cutout area of the riser.

Spine Arrow-shaft stiffness, firmness, elasticity; the arrow’s ability after being released from the bow to resume its original shape.

Stacked Bow A narrow-limbed bow whose limbs are not as thick as they are wide.

Stake A shooting position in field archery.

Stick Bows Recurves and longbows, the more “primitive” bows.

String To get set for shooting the arrow by bending the bow (see Brace).

String Arm The string-pulling arm.

String Dampener A device that helps cut down the twanging sound made when an arrow is released. It is composed of rubber or plastic and is fitted on the bowstring to cushion vibrations (String Slencer).

String Hand The bowstring-pulling hand.

Tab Leather covering for the fingers that pull the bowstring.

Tackle Archery equipment.

Takedown Bows A recurve with removable limbs.

Target A circular outline positioned on a backing of straw and having concentric rings representing scoring areas of different values. The bull’s-eye in the center has the highest scoring value.

Target Archery Competitive events where archers shoot at a target from specific distances.

Target Arrow The target-shooting arrow composed of a fairly small fletching, an equal-diameter shaft, and a pile that is pointed.

Target Point A cone-shaped pile that is pointed.

Target Round A target-shooting round.

Tear Drops Attachment at the end of cable used to attach the string.

The target-shooting arrow composed of a fairly small fletching, an equal-diameter shaft, and a pile that is pointed.

Tiller To find a bow’s curvature at all bends and to adjust unequal bending.

Torque The act of the bow twisting due to improper twisting of the string by an improper hold.

Toxophilite A word derived from the Greek toxon (“bow”) and philos (“loving”) and meaning an archer or someone who is a fan of archery.

Underbowed An archer with a bow that is too weak for his strength.

Underdraw To draw back just shy of full draw, diminishing shot power.

Unit Half of a full field course; a fourteen-target loop.

Unlimited A category of shooters and their bows, that can be simply stated as one who shoots with a trigger and has a stabilizer bar longer than 15 inches.

Unstring To take the bowstring off the nock(s) of a bow.

Vane Fletching; generally refers to plastic types.

Velocity Speed at which the arrow travels measured in feet per second.

Walk-Up Progressively placed shooting stakes.

Wand A long, narrow target stuck into the ground.

Wand Shooting Competitive events where thirty-six arrows are shot at a wand.

Weight The force necessary to pull a bow all the way back (Bow Weight).

Whip The act of putting a serving (wrapping) around a bowstring.


Badminton

Ace A winning point.

Alley Extension of the court by 1½ feet on both sides for doubles play.

Back Alley Area located between back boundary line and long service line for doubles.

Backcourt The court’s back third, in the area of the back boundary lines.

Backhand Stroke hit by right-handed players on the left side of the body or by left-handed players on the right side of the body.

Backswing Movement of the racquet backward in anticipation of the forward swing.

Badminton A game called poona was developed in India and then allegedly came to Great Britain by way of British army officers who had played it during their leisure hours. In 1873 the Duke of Beaufort staged a party at his country manor, Badminton. Poona, or the English version of the sport, was played with slightly rearranged rules. The streamlined version of poona played at Badminton was the root of the sport as we know it today.

Balk (Feint) Deceptive movement disconcerting to an opponent before or during the service.

Base A spot on the middle line, a bit closer to the net than the baseline, where players in singles games should attempt to return after most shots.

Baseline Back boundary line at each end of the court, parallel to net.

Bird A cone-shaped missile with rounded cork at one end and fourteen to sixteen feathers at the other end (Shuttle; Shuttlecock).

Carry Illegally, shuttle is caught and held on the racquet, then slung during the execution of a stroke (see Sling).

Center Line One that is perpendicular to net separating left and right service courts.

Center (Base) Position Location in the center of the court to which a singles player after each shot tries to return.

Clear A lofting stroke that projects the bird to the back of the opponent’s court (Lob).

Court Area of play, as defined by the outer boundary lines.

Crosscourt A stroke that gets the bird to go diagonally across court.

Drive A flat, fast stroking of the bird.

Drop Shot The bird barely clears the net and descends almost vertically as a result of this stroke, which may be hit underhanded or overhanded.

Fault A foul that costs the server the serve.

Feint (Balk) Deceptive movement disconcerting to opponent before or during the service.

Flick Rapid wrist-movement shot, performed with little motion in the player’s arm, that gets the bird high in the air and to the rear of the opponent’s court.

Follow-Through After racquet contact, smooth continuance of the stroke in the direction of the bird.

Forecourt Front court.

Forehand Right-handed players’ natural stroking of the bird from a position to the right of the body, or a stroke hit on the left side of the body by left-handed players.

Front Service Line The forward boundary of the service courts; a line parallel to and 6 feet from the net on each side of the court (Short Service Line).

Game In singles, 15 points for men and 11 for women; 15 points in the different types of doubles play.

Half Court The serving court for one player, which is diagonally opposite the receiving court of his opponent.

Halfcourt Shot A shot struck low and to midcourt, used effectively in doubles against the up-and-back formation.

High Serve A serve delivered high and deep into the half court of the receiver (Lob Serve).

Kill A hard and quick shot that is virtually impossible to return (Put-Away).

Let Point played over; an expression indicating that because play has been interfered with, a point has to be played over.

Long Service Line In singles, the back boundary line. In doubles, line 2½ feet inside the back boundary line.

Loose Shot A poorly hit, weak shot.

Love A scoring term that indicates zero.

Love-All No score.

Low Serve A serve that is softly hit and just skims over the net (Short Serve).

Match A three-game set; the first player to win two games wins the match.

Midcourt Court’s middle third, halfway between net and the back boundary line.

Mixed Doubles A pairing of a man and woman as partners against another man and woman.

Net Shot A shot played from close to the net; a type of drop shot.

Overhead Stroke hit from a level above a player’s head.

Placement Stroking the bird to a part of the court where the opponent will have difficulty in returning the shot.

Position During a rally, the point occupied by a player on the court at a particular time.

Push Shot Gentle shot played by pushing shuttle with little wrist motion, generally from net or midcourt to opponent’s midcourt.

Racquet (Racket) Used by the player to hit the shuttlecock. Weight about ninety grams (three ounces), length 680 mm (27 inches), and made from metal alloys (steel/aluminum) or from ceramic, graphite, or boron composites. Strung with synthetic strings generally or natural gut.

Rally Exchanges of the bird over the net between players or teams prior to the finishing of a point.

Receiver The player designated to receive a serve.

Reply The stroking back of an opponent’s shot (Return).

Round-the-Head A stroke executed from the area of the left shoulder, utilizing the forehand grip, that results in an overhead shot smashed with some degree of force.

Serve To put the bird into play at the start of a rally.

Server The player who serves.

Service Courts The half courts designated as areas to which players must serve.

Setup An easy chance at a winning shot.

Short Service Line To be legal, serve must reach to a line 6½ feet from the net.

Shuttlecock (Shuttle) The object players must hit. Composed of sixteen goose feathers attached to a cork base covered with leather. Synthetic shuttles are sometime used.

Sling The act of not hitting the shuttle cleanly but carrying it on the racket, which is a fault (Throw).

Smash A powerful downward stroke hit with much speed.

Stroke The hitting of the bird with the racquet.

Wood Shot One that results when the base of the shuttle is hit by the frame of the racket.


Baseball

Advance The moving ahead of a base runner to the next base as a result of a hit, error, sacrifice, balk, and so forth.

Advanced Rookie Baseball Minor league baseball league just above rookie baseball.

AERA Adjusted earned run average. Formula for pitcher’s ability to prevent runs from being scored—adjusted for league and home park factors.

“All-American Boy” Superstar slugger Dale Murphy had a long career with the Atlanta Braves and had many nicknames including: “Murph,” “Gentle Giant,” “John Boy,” “Lil’ Abner.”

Alley The space between the center fielder and right fielder or between the center fielder and left fielder.

All-Star Game The idea was conceived in 1933 by Arch Ward, Chicago Tribune sports editor. To give the fans a real rooting interest, Ward suggested that they be allowed to vote for their favorite players via popular ballot. In perhaps no other game do fans have such a rooting interest, although there have been a few periods when voting by fans has been abandoned. Today it appears that Ward’s original principle will remain permanently in effect. The American League won twelve of the first sixteen All-Star games but went on to lose twenty of the next twenty-three to the National League through 1978. Some memorable moments have taken place in the contest often referred to as the Midsummer Dream Game. In the first game ever played, Babe Ruth slugged a towering home run. The next year, New York Giants immortal Carl Hubbell struck out Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jimmy Foxx, Al Simmons, and Joe Cronin in succession to make for some more baseball history.

Amazin’ Mets The first run the Mets ever scored came in on a balk. They lost the first nine games they ever played. They finished last their first four seasons. Once they were losing a game, 12-1, and there were two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning. A fan held up a sign that said “PRAY!” There was a walk and, ever hopeful, thousands of voices chanted, “Let’s go Mets.” They were 100-1 underdogs to win the pennant in 1969 and incredibly came on to finish the year as World Champions. They picked the name of the best pitcher in their history (Tom Seaver) out of a hat on April Fools’ Day. They were supposed to be the replacement for the Brooklyn Dodgers and the New York Giants. They could have been the New York Continentals or Burros or Skyliners or Skyscrapers or Bees or Rebels or NYBs or Avengers or even Jets (all runner-up names in a contest to tab the National League New York team that began playing ball in 1962). They’ve never been anything to their fans but amazing—the Amazin’ New York Mets.

American League Silver Slugger Award Presented to the best offensive player in the American League for each position.

Anaheim Angels The franchise began play as the Los Angeles Angels in 1961, became the California Angels when it moved to Anaheim in 1966, and has been the Anaheim Angels since 1997, after the team negotiated a thirty-year lease with Anaheim. “Angels” derives from Los Angeles, the “City of Angels,” where the team started.

“Apollo of the Box” Hurler Tony Mullane, a tribute to his handsome appearance and playing position. Mullane was also called “The Count” or “Count.”

Appeal Play An appeal play occurs when a defensive player claims a runner did not touch a base and urges the umpire to call the player out. The defensive player must tag the runner or the base to get the appeal considered.

“Arizona Diamondbacks” Team nickname derived from the diamondback rattlesnakes that are in the Arizona desert.

“Arkansas Hummingbird” Lon Warneke, a pitcher for the Chicago Cubs and St. Louis Cardinals from 1930–1945, hailed from Mt. Ida, Arkansas.

“A-Rod” A shortening of Yankee third baseman Alex Rodriguez’s name.

Around the Horn A phrase describing a ball thrown from third base to second base to first base, generally in a double-play situation.

Assist A player’s throw to another player on his team that results in a putout.

AstroTurf Not all of the artificial carpets that have now taken root in ball parks and stadiums in the United States and around the world are produced by the Monsanto Chemical Company. AstroTurf was the first, however, having been installed when the Houston Astrodome opened in 1965, and that’s why the term has almost become a generic one for artificial sod. There is also Tartan Turf (made by Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing) and Poly-Turf (a product of American Bilt-Rite). Resistant to all types of weather, more efficient to keep up than grass, better for traction than most other surfaces, synthetic “grass” has continued to “grow” throughout the world of sports, despite complaints that it results in more injuries for players. Studies focused on injuries are still in progress, while other research is under way aimed at improving the quality of the artificial carpets.

At Bat An official time up at the plate as a hitter.

Athletic Hose White socks worn under stirrup socks as part of a baseball uniform.

Atlanta Braves The franchise began in 1871 known as the Boston Red Stockings and then by several other names including Beaneaters through 1906, then Doves when the Dovey family owned the franchise, 1907–1910. In 1911, the nickname changed for new owner James Gaffney, a Tammany Hall “Brave.” From 1936 to 1940, the team was called Rustlers, Braves, and Bees. In 1941, the Braves nickname returned and has stuck with the franchise through moves to Milwaukee in 1953 and Atlanta in 1966.

Away A pitch out of the reach of a batter. A side retired in its half of an inning.

Away Uniform Distinctive gray (nonwhite) clothing worn by a team when playing “away” games.

“Babe” George Herman Ruth probably leads the list for most nicknames acquired. First called “Babe” by teammates on the Baltimore Orioles, his first professional team because of his youth, Ruth was also called “Jidge” by Yankee teammates, short for George. They also called him “Tarzan.” He called most players “Kid,” because he couldn’t remember names, even of his closest friends. Opponents called him “The Big Monk” and “Monkey.”

Many of Babe Ruth’s nicknames came from overreaching sports writers who attempted to pay tribute to his slugging prowess: “The Bambino,” “The Wali of Wallop,” “The Rajah of Rap,” “The Caliph of Clout,” “The Wazir of Wham,” “The Sultan of Swat,” “The Colossus of Clout,” “The Maharajah of Mash,” “The Behemoth of Bust,” “The King of Clout.” His main nickname was rooted in President Grover Cleveland’s Baby Ruth.

Perhaps the greatest slugger of all time and also one of baseball’s most colorful characters, Ruth set some fifty records in his twenty-two years as a player. His accomplishments, his personality, his nickname—all combined to rocket major league baseball firmly into the nation’s psyche.

Babe and Ruth In spring training 1927, Babe Ruth bet pitcher Wilcy Moore $100 that he would not get more than three hits all season. A notoriously weak hitter, Moore somehow managed to get six hits in seventy-five at bats. Ruth paid off his debt and Moore purchased two mules for his farm. He named them “Babe” and “Ruth.”

Babe Ruth’s Legs Sammy Byrd, sometimes used as a pinch runner for Ruth.

“Baby Doll Jacobson” Allegedly, in Mobile (in the Southern League) in 1912, the grandstand band played “Oh, You Beautiful Doll” after Jacobson’s opening day homer.

Backstop Another name for the position of catcher, area behind home plate at base of stands.

Back-to-Back Jacks Two home runs hit in the same inning one after another.

“Bad Vlad” Shortening of Vladimir Guerrero’s name and a compliment to how good “Bad Vlad” was as a member of the Expos and now with the Angels.

Bail Out The movement of a batter away from a pitched ball as a result of fear of being hit by the pitch.

Balk Illegal movement by a pitcher that, when executed with runner(s) on base, allows the runner(s) to advance one base; with the bases empty, a ball is added to the count of the batter.

Ballantine Blast Expression in deference to beer sponsor that legendary Yankee announcer Mel Allen used to describe a home run.

Baltimore Chop A hard-smashed ball in or just beyond the home plate area that bounces high in the air and gives the runner a good chance to beat the fielder’s throw to first base.

Baltimore Orioles The St. Louis Browns moved to Baltimore in 1954 and a traditional Baltimore team nickname, the Orioles, named for the state bird of Maryland, was brought back. The nineteenth-century version of the team became the New York Yankees.

“Bam-Bam” Hensley Meulens could speak about five languages and had a difficult name to pronounce.

Banjo Hitter A “Punch and Judy,” or weak batter.

“Banty Rooster” Casey Stengel’s nickname for Whitey Ford because of his style and attitude.

“The Barber” Sal Maglie had the unique distinction of pitching for the Brooklyn Dodgers, the New York Yankees, and the New York Giants in the 1950s. A curveballing clutch pitcher, his nickname came from two sources. A swarthy 6’2” right-hander who always seemed to need a shave, he was a master at “shaving” or” barbering” the plate. His pitches would nick the corner, and he wasn’t too shy about nicking a batter if the occasion demanded it.

Base The white canvas bags, set 90 feet apart in professional baseball, and designated as first base, second base, and third base. The size of a base is 15 inches by 15 inches (see Home Plate, Sack, Bag).

Baseball The weight of the ball is not less than five ounces nor more than five and one-quarter ounces. Its circumference is not less than 9 inches or more than 9 ¼ inches.

Baseball Cards About twenty years before the American League was organized in 1901, the first baseball cards appeared. Photographs were taken in an artist’s studio. Action was simulated to approximate game conditions: the baseballs that players apparently were hitting were suspended from the ceiling by a string, and the bases that players were shown sliding into were actually set into a wooden floor. These early baseball cards were printed on paper with sepia tone and included in packs of cigarettes from the leading companies of that era: Old Judge, Piedmont, Sweet Caporal, Polar Bear, and Recruit. Bubblegum baseball cards originated in 1933 with cards made of heavy cardboard. Their popularity grew until World War II caused a halt in their production. In 1951 Topps entered the baseball card field and has continued to innovate and dominate the market.

The most valuable baseball card in existence is a 1910 Honus Wagner that was issued by the Sweet Caporal Tobacco Company. Wagner did not smoke and objected to the use of his name and image on a card; therefore, all the Wagner cards were removed from circulation except for the seven known to exist today. The largest collection of baseball cards is housed in New York City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art—over 200,000 cards make up the collection.

Baseball Shoe Shoe for baseball, having metal or plastic projections on the sole for enhanced traction.

Baseball Uniform Uniforms worn by players, managers, and coaches while on the field.

Base Hit Any fair hit that results in a player reaching a base safely; generally refers to a single (Bingle).

Base on Balls The yielding of a fourth pitch outside the strike zone to a batter, which allows him to move to first base (Walk; Pass; Free Ticket).

Bases-Empty Home Run One hit without runners on base.

Bases Loaded A situation where there are runners on first, second, and third base.

“Bash Brothers” Mark McGwire and Jose Canseco were once sluggers paired on Oakland.

Basket Catch A ball catch by an outfielder with glove at waist level, palm side up; made famous by Willie Mays.

Bat Requirements include that it must be one piece of solid wood, round, not over 2¾ inches in diameter at the thickest part, nor more than 42 inches in length.

Bat Around A situation where each batter in the lineup receives a chance to hit in the same inning.

Bat Boy/Girl Generally, a youngster who takes care of bats and other baseball equipment.

Bat Day In 1951 Bill Veeck (“as in wreck”) owned the St. Louis Browns, a team that was not the greatest gate attraction in the world. (It’s rumored that one day a fan called up Veeck and asked, “What time does the game start?” Veeck’s alleged reply was, “What time can you get here?”) Veeck was offered six thousand bats at a nominal fee by a company that was going bankrupt. He took the bats and announced that a free bat would be given to each youngster attending a game accompanied by an adult. That was the beginning of Bat Day. Veeck followed this promotion with Ball Day and Jacket Day and other giveaways. Bat Day, Ball Day, and Jacket Day have all become virtually standard major league baseball promotions.

Batter The player who is up at bat, hitting (Batsman).

Batter’s Box A rectangle on either side of home plate in which the batter must stand in order to hit; it is 4 feet by 6 feet.

Batter’s Wheelhouse That part of the plate from which the batter hits most effectively.

Battery The pitcher and catcher.

Batting Average A means of indicating the effectiveness of a hitter; to compute the average, the number of hits is divided by the number of official times at bat, displayed with three decimal points.

Batting Categories

C Catcher

IB First Baseman

2B Second Baseman

3B Third Baseman

SS Short Stop

LF Left Fielder

CF Center Fielder

RF Right Fielder

P Pitcher

Batting Order The sequence in which hitters on a team come to bat in a game.

Batting Terms

AB At Bat (Does not include walks or sacrifice hits)

AVG Batting Average, H/AB

BB Base on Balls

CS Caught Stealing

H Hit

HBP Hit by Pitch

HR Home Run

IBB Intentional Base on Balls

K Strikeouts

OBP On-Base Percentage, (H+BB+HBP) / (AB+BB+HBP+Sacrifice Flies)

R Run

RBI Run Batted In

SB Stolen Base

SB% Stolen Base Percentage, SB / (SB+CS)

SF Sacrifice Fly

SH Sacrifice Hit

SLG Slugging Percentage, TB/AB

TB Total Bases, H + 2B + (2 × 3B) + (3 × HR)

Battle of the Biltmore 1947 World Series celebration in Manhattan’s Biltmore Hotel was a time and place where Larry MacPhail drunkenly fought with everyone and ended his Yankee ownership.

Bean To strike a batter in the head with a pitched ball.

Beanball A pitched ball aimed generally at the head of a batter.

Bedford Avenue Blast Red Barber, Brooklyn Dodger legendary announcer, used this expression to describe a home run hit onto a famous Brooklyn street.

Belt The hitting of a ball with much force by a batter.

Bench Jockey A loud-mouthed player who teases the opposition from his position on the bench in the dugout.

Berra-isms Yogi Berra had a way with words; herewith, a sampler:

“Congratulations on breaking my record last night. I always thought the record would stand until it was broken.”—to Johnny Bench, who broke his record for career home runs by a catcher.

“I didn’t say the things I said.”

“If you don’t know where you are going, you will wind up somewhere else.”

“If you come to a fork in the road, take it.”

“He must have made that before he died.”—on a Steve McQueen movie, 1982.

“A nickel ain’t worth a dime anymore.”

“It’s tough to make predictions, especially about the future.”

“The future ain’t what it used to be.”

“A home opener is always exciting, no matter if it’s home or on the road.”

“I take a two-hour nap between 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.”

“Ninety percent of the putts that are short don’t go in.”

“Baseball is 90 percent mental. The other half is physical.”

“You have to give 100 percent in the first half of the game. If that isn’t enough, in the second half, you have to give what is left.”

“Nobody goes there any more. It’s too crowded.”

“It gets late out there early,” referring to the bad sun conditions in left field at the stadium.

“He is a big clog in their machine.”

“I’ve been with the Yankees seventeen years, watching games and learning. You can see a lot by observing.”

“Baseball is the champ of them all. Like somebody said, the pay is good and the hours are short.”

“All pitchers are liars and crybabies.”

“Bill Dickey learned me all his experience.”

“I want to thank you for making this day necessary.”—to fans in hometown St. Louis for giving him a day in 1947 at Sportsman’s Park.

“I’ve known this guy so long. Can’t he spell my name right?”—after receiving a check that said “Pay to the order of bearer.”

“I think Little League is wonderful. It keeps the kids out of the house.”

“If the people don’t want to come out to the ballpark, nobody’s going to stop them.”

“Pair off in threes.”

“The other teams could make trouble for us if they win.”—as Yankee manager.

“Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t come to yours.”

“We have very deep depth!”

“It was impossible to get a conversation going, everybody was talking too much.”

When asked what time it is—“Do you mean now?”

When asked what he would do if he found a million dollars—“If the guy was poor, I’d give it back.”

When asked by a waitress how many pieces she should cut his pizza into—“Four. I don’t think I could eat eight.”

When asked why the Yankees lost the 1960 series to Pittsburgh—“We made too many wrong mistakes.”

When told by Yankee manager Bucky Harris to think about what was being pitched to him—“Think? How the hell are you gonna think and hit at the same time?”

When told Ernest Hemingway was a great writer—“Yeah, for what paper?”

When asked what his cap size was at the beginning of spring training—“I don’t know, I’m not in shape.”

“It’s dèjá vu all over again.”

“It ain’t over ’til it’s over.”

“Bidge” Craig Biggio (pronounced “Beedge”), long time star for Houston Astros.

“Big Cat” Johnny Mize, former New York Giant and St. Louis Cardinal standout earned the name for his agility around first base.

“Big D” His playing weight was 210 pounds and he stood 6’5”. That partially accounted for former Dodger pitcher Don Drysdale’s nickname. The rest stemmed from his nearly 2,500 career strikeouts, his more than two hundred games won, and the power pitching he was capable of during a fourteen-year career. Perhaps Drysdale’s finest accomplishment was a string of 58.2 consecutive scoreless innings pitched.

“Big Ed” Five Irish brothers excited the sporting world around the turn of the century. The brothers Delahanty were paced by Edward James Delahanty, better known as Ed, best known as Big Ed; he was over 6 feet tall and weighed 170 pounds—large proportions for his time. On a July afternoon in 1896, he became the second player in history to hit four home runs in one game. In a sixteen-year major league career, the Hall of Famer recorded 2,597 hits and a lifetime batting average of .346. Delahanty batted .410 to lead the National League in 1899, when he was a member of the Philadelphia Phillies, and his .376 average in 1902, when he was a member of the Washington team in the American League, was second only to Napoleon Lajoie’s .378. Collectively, the brothers Delahanty (Joe, Jim, Frank, Tom, and Ed) played in the majors for thirty-eight years—two years more than the lifetime of the most accomplished Delahanty, Ed, who died at the age of thirty-six.

“Big Hurt” First baseman Frank Thomas, White Sox, given this nickname for his size and slugging ability.

“Big Mac” Name given to Mark McGwire, a shortening of his surname and a nod to his size.

“Big Poison,” “Little Poison” Paul Waner’s rookie year with the Pittsburgh Pirates was 1926, when he batted .336 and led the league in triples. In one game he cracked out six hits using six different bats. In 1927 the second Waner arrived, brother Lloyd. For fourteen years, the Waners formed a potent brother combination in the Pittsburgh lineup. Paul was 5’ 8½” and weighed 153 pounds. Lloyd was 5’ 9” and weighed 150 pounds. Paul was dubbed Big Poison even though he was smaller than Lloyd, who was called Little Poison. An older brother even then had privileges. But both players were pure poison for National League pitchers. Slashing left-handed line-drive hitters, the Waners collected 5,611 hits between them. Paul’s lifetime batting average was .333, and he recorded three batting titles. Lloyd posted a career average of .316. They played a combined total of thirty-eight years in the major leagues.

“Big Red Machine” The Cincinnati Reds of the 1960s and middle 1970s were an offensive powerhouse. Sparked by Johnny Bench, Pete Rose, Tony Perez, and others, in one six-year span the club, with machinelike precision, produced an average of ninety-five wins a year.

“Big Six” Christy Mathewson, seventeen years a pitcher for the New York Giants (he also pitched one game for the Cincinnati Reds), was almost 6’ 2” and weighed nearly two hundred pounds. He wore uniform number 6. His fabled fadeaway pitch enabled the Hall of Famer to win twenty or more games twelve years in a row and thirty games in each of four years, three of those years in succession. The big blond with the number 6 on his back was one of the greatest pitchers in all of baseball history.

“Big Train” Hall of Famer Walter Johnson led the majors in strikeouts twelve of his twenty-one years as a pitcher, notching a record 3,508. He pitched 113 shutout games, including a string of fifty-six straight scoreless innings from April 10 to May 14, 1913. Part of the reason for his nickname was his seven shutout wins in seven opening-day games, which moved his Washington Senator team off down the track. Another reason for his nickname was the almost mechanical precision of the 6’ 1,” 200-pound right-hander, who harnessed durability to power in becoming one of baseball’s immortals.

A traveling salesman watched in awe as a big right-handed pitcher struck out batter after batter on an Idaho sandlot. The salesman, a loyal fan of the Washington Senators, contacted manager Joe Cantillon and raved, and Cantillon dispatched his injured catcher Cliff Blankenship to see the pitcher.

“Take along your bat, Cliff,” said the Washington skipper. “And if you can get a loud foul off him, leave him where he is,” joked Cantillon to his light-hitting backstop.

A few days later Cantillon received a telegram.

“You can’t hit what you can’t see. I’ve signed him and he is on his way,” Blankenship wrote.

His name was Walter Perry Johnson. He joined the Washington Senators in 1907 and remained with the team known as “first in war, first in peace, and last in the American League” until 1927. Literally carrying the Washington team year after year, Johnson was selected fourteen times to pitch the Senators season opener. A nonsmoker and nondrinker, Johnson’s strongest expression was “Goodness gracious sakes alive.” Batters had choicer words for the side-arming, whip-lashing right-hander with the blinding speed. Although Johnson holds the record for the most hit batsmen in history (206), he was too nice a man to ever dust off a batter on purpose.

“It was a disgrace the way I took advantage of him,” Ty Cobb had said. “Knowing he would not throw at me, I crowded the plate outrageously and hit the outside pitch from him more often than I was entitled to.”

Baseball records are made to be broken, and Johnson’s career strikeout mark of 3,508 was shattered by Nolan Ryan. But the “Big Train’s” record of 113 career shutouts should stand for a long time, especially the way complete game hurlers have become a vanishing breed these days. Johnson’s career win-loss record was 416-279.

Once Johnson hurled a shutout on a Friday, another one on Saturday, and another one on Monday—three shutouts in four days. He probably would have had four shutouts in four days, but there was no game scheduled for the Sunday.

Twelve of Johnson’s career shutouts were hurled in his high-water year of 1913, a season when he posted a gaudy 36-7 won-lost record and a glittering 1.09 earned run average. His fifty-six straight scoreless innings pitched that year was a record at the time.

The “Big Train” achieved some other remarkable career stats, including most 1-0 wins (thirty-eight), most 1-0 losses (twenty-seven), and most shutout losses (sixty-five). In 1909 alone he had the misfortune of losing ten games when opposing hurlers pitched shutouts against his weak hitting Washington Senators team.

Many argue that Walter Johnson was the greatest pitcher who ever lived. It is an argument with a great deal of merit, especially when one considers who he pitched for and what he accomplished. He was also called “Sir Walter” and the “White Knight” because of his gentlemanly gamesmanship.

“Big Unit” Longtime star hurler Randy Johnson can throw a fastball close to 100 miles per hour and is 6’ 10” tall.

“Big Wheel” Lance Parrish was a member (a very important one) of the Detroit Tigers from 1977 to 1986.

Billyball Aggressive style of play utilized by Billy Martin.

“Billy Buck” Billy Buckner was the toast of Wrigley Field as a master batsman in the late 1970s and early 1980s, an even .300 hitter as a Cub. The fans of the Boston Red Sox were not too enamored with him after 1986 because of an error in Game Six of the World Series.

“Bird” Because of his resemblance to “Big Bird” of Sesame Street, Detroit pitcher Mark Fidrych earned this tag.

“Biscuit Pants” Reference to the well filled-out trousers of Lou Gehrig.

“Black Babe Ruth” His name was Josh Gibson, and he played at approximately the same time as Babe Ruth. A catcher in the Negro Leagues (1930–1946), Gibson once hit a ball 580 feet in Yankee Stadium—the longest clout ever recorded there. In one four-year period, Gibson notched 278 homers—and that was a major reason for his nickname.

“Black Honus Wagner” John Henry “Pop” Lloyd and Honus Wagner were baseball contemporaries in the years 1906–1917. Lloyd was a shortstop in the Negro Leagues who had few equals, while Wagner played the same role with the Pittsburgh Pirates of the National League. Not only did Lloyd and Wagner play at about the same time (Lloyd continued playing until 1931), but the way they played was similar. Both men were big powerful hitters, excellent fielders, and smart base runners.

Black Sox In 1919 eight members of the Chicago White Sox were accused of conspiring to fix the World Series of that year. They were Shoeless Joe Jackson, Lefty Williams, Chick Gandil, Swede Risberg, Fred McMullin, Happy Felsch, Buck Weaver, and Eddie Cicotte. Williams won twenty-three games during the regular season; Cicotte won twenty-nine. In the World Series Williams lost three games and Cicotte two as the Reds defeated the White Sox in five of the eight games played. Cicotte later admitted he was given $10,000 to “dump” the World Series. A 1920 grand jury investigation indicted the eight players, but before they had even been brought to trial they were banned for life from playing major league baseball. By 1921 seven of the players had been acquitted of the charges but the tarnishing and potentially damaging effect the allegations of a “fixed” World Series carried, resulted in this nickname for a whole team.

“Black Ty Cobb” Oscar Charleston, superstar of the Negro Leagues, was said to resemble Ty Cobb in baseball abilities.

Blank To shut out; to hold the opposition scoreless (Whitewash).

Blast A very powerfully hit ball that travels for distance.

Bleacher Bums A self-named phenomenon of the late 1960s and early 1970s at Wrigley Field in Chicago, these were yellow-hard-hatted fans who swizzled beer and taunted opposing players while swearing allegiance to the Cubs. They functioned for a time as the tenth man on the Chicago Cubs team.

Bleachers Rows and rows of wooden bench-seats located in the most distant outreaches of stadiums, bleachers took their name from the effect that a dazzling summer sun can have on the bodies and clothes of diehard fans.

“Blind Ryne” Pitcher Ryne Duren of Yankee fame. His name came from his very poor vision, uncorrected -20/70 and 20/200.

Block the Plate The act of a catcher straddling the baseline between home plate and an oncoming base runner in an attempt to be in a good position to tag out the runner.

Bloody Angle In the 1923 season the space between the bleachers and right-field foul line at Yankee Stadium was very asymmetrical causing crazy bounces. It was eliminated in 1924, causing the plate to be moved 13 feet and the deepest left-center corner to be changed from 500 to 490 feet.

Blooper A softly hit ball that generally has some backspin and which barely drops in beyond the infield. A lobbed pitch.

Bobble A fielder’s fumbling of a ball.

“Bob the Gob” Yankee Bob Shawkey spent most of 1918 in the Navy as a yeoman petty officer aboard the battleship Arkansas.

“Boily” A shortening of the given name of Burleigh Grimes who pitched for the Pirates, Dodgers, and Giants. “Ol’ Stubblebeard” was another name for the look of his facial hair.

“Bonehead Merkle” The phrase “pulling a bonehead play,” or “pulling a boner,” is not only part of the language of baseball, but of all sports and, in fact, of the language in general. Its most dramatic derivation goes back to September 9, 1908. Frederick Charles Merkle, a.k.a. George Merkle, was playing his first full game at first base for the New York Giants. It was his second season in the majors; the year before, he had appeared in fifteen games. The Giants were in first place and the Cubs were challenging them. The two teams were tied, 1-1, in the bottom of the ninth inning. With two outs, the Giants’ Moose McCormick was on third base and Merkle was on first. Al Bridwell slashed a single to center field, and McCormick crossed the plate with what was apparently the winning run. Merkle, eager to avoid the Polo Grounds crowd that surged onto the playing field, raced directly to the clubhouse instead of following through on the play and touching second base. Amid the pandemonium, Johnny Evers of the Cubs screamed for the baseball, obtained it somehow, stepped on second base, and claimed a forceout on Merkle. When things subsided, umpire Hank O’Day agreed with Evers. The National League upheld O’Day, Evers, and the Cubs, so the run was nullified and the game not counted. Both teams played out their schedules and completed the season tied for first place with ninety-eight wins and fifty-five losses. A replay of the game was scheduled, and Christy Mathewson, seeking his thirty-eighth victory of the season, lost, 4-2, to Three-Finger Brown (q.v.). The Cubs won the pennant. Although Merkle played sixteen years in the majors and had a lifetime batting average of .273, he will forever be rooted in sports lore as the man who made the “bonehead” play that lost the 1908 pennant for the Giants, for had he touched second base there would have been no replayed game and the Giants would have won the pennant by one game.

“Boo” Name for a day in 1979 of Giants shortstop Johnnie LeMaster, who heard the boo-birds in San Francisco. He took his field position wearing “Boo” on his back. LeMaster switched back to his regular jersey after one game.

“Boomer” David Wells, for his in-your-face personality.

Boot A fielder’s mishandling of a ground ball.

“The Boss” An apt description of Yankee owner, George Steinbrenner.

The Boston Massacre A four-game sweep of the Red Sox by the Yankees in September 1978. The series ended with the teams tied for first place.

Boston Red Sox (1901) In the early years of the American League, the team was known as the Pilgrims or Puritans. They were later briefly known as the Somersets—a reference to owner Charles Somers. The team was then known as the Red Stockings, which was shortened to Red Sox by sports writers.

Bottom of the Inning Part of the inning when the home team bats.

Boudreau Shift Named after Cleveland Indians manager Lou Boudreau, this was a radical shifting of four infielders to the right side of the infield to counteract the left-handed pull-hitting of Boston Red Sox star Ted Williams.

“Bow Wow” Henry Irven Arft played five years with the St. Louis Browns in the late 1940s and early 1950s and was a journeyman ballplayer. His nickname came from the onomatopoeic sound of his last name.

“The Brat” Eddie Stanky was a protégé of Leo Durocher. An infielder with limited skills, Stanky played eleven years in the major leagues with five different teams and compiled a lifetime batting average of .268. He was also known as Muggsy, in tribute to his tough-guy, loud-mouthed playing characteristics (see “The Lip”).

Breaking Pitch A pitch that does not come in straight to a batter but moves about, such as a curve or a slider.

Brew Crew Used to characterize Milwaukee Brewer teams—playing in a city some would say beer made famous.

“Broadway” Shortstop Lyn Lary was married to Broadway star Mary Lawler.

Bronx Bombers New York Yankees nickname, for their borough and home run power.

Bronx Cheer Another term for booing or razzing or raspberry, this sound allegedly originated in the Bronx in the 1920s.

Bronx Zoo A derogatory reference to Yankee off-color behavior on and off the playing field through the years and especially in the 1970s.

Brooklyn Cyclones A name-the-team contest for the return of baseball to Brooklyn after forty-four years resulted in seven hundred names, including “Hot Dogs,” “Bums,” “Mets,” “Dodgers,” and “Cyclones.” The latter won hands down for the minor league team of the New York Mets located in Coney Island. The stadium is located right near the beach and the Cyclone—one of the oldest roller coasters in the USA.

Brooklyn Dodger Sym-Phony From 1938 to 1957 a group of unlikely musicians serenaded Dodger fans at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn. Sometimes they sat in seats 1-8, row 1, section 8. Sometimes they sauntered up and down the aisles, tooting and rooting on their beloved Bums. Sometimes they climbed on top of the Dodger dugout and played their original form of jazz through the long summer days and nights. A special feature of the group was a tune they performed known as the “Army Duff.” Fans referred to the song as “The Worms Crawl In.” The little band would razz a visiting-team strikeout victim back to his bench with this song. As the player would sit down on his bench, the Sym-phony would accentuate the touchdown of his derriere with a blasting beat of the bass drum. There were many games of cat-and-mouse between the Sym-phony and strikeout victims who would feign seating themselves to avoid the last, razzing bass-drum beat. The Sym-phony always managed to time the touchdown and accentuate it musically to the delight of Dodger fans and to the dismay of the visiting players. Brooklyn broadcaster Red Barber originated the nickname for the group.

“Brooklyn Schoolboy” Waite Hoyt, for his time as a star pitcher at Erasmus High School in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn Tip-Tops Played in the Federal League 1914–1915 and were named after the Wonder Bread Company’s top selling “Tip Top Bread.”

Brushback Pitch As opposed to a beanball, a pitch not thrown at the batter, but thrown close enough to him to make him move back from a too choice position in the batter’s box.

B-12 Shots Clubhouse code for steroids.

“Bucky” Dent Millions watched the 1978 World Series and saw the man they call Bucky Dent star in the field and at bat. The Yankee shortstop was voted the series Most Valuable Player award. But most people did not realize that “Bucky” was Dent’s nickname. His real name is Russell Earl. The nickname Bucky was given to him by his grandmother—the word means a “small Indian boy.”

“Bugs” Raymond Arthur Lawrence Raymond was a major league pitcher for parts of six seasons in the early 1900s. He really had an apt nickname, as the following anecdote reveals. One day he was quietly eating his lunch in a restaurant. The waiter recognized him as a major league ball player and asked Bugs what the trick was in throwing the spitter. Bugs replied, “The whole thing is in the break.” He then proceeded to demonstrate. Using a water glass for a baseball, he told the waiter to watch how his two fingers, which he had wet with water, gripped the glass. Then Bugs moved into his pitching motion, smilingly saying, “Watch the break.” He threw the glass through a restaurant window and shouted, “See the break? That’s how it’s done.”

“The Bull” Orlando Cepeda was a first baseman for various teams. His nickname was a tribute to his strength and determination. Greg Luzinski was born the year of the “Whiz Kids,” 1950, a time when a team of young Philadelphia Phillies amazed baseball by winning the National League pennant. Twenty years later, Luzinski became a member of the Philadelphia team. A 6’ 1,” 220-pounder, his muscles and girth and power hitting earned Greg his nickname.

“Bulldog” Jim Bouton, for his tenacity.

Bullet A hard-thrown fastball. A powerfully hit ball.

“Bullet Bob” Former Yankee hurler Bob Turley, for the pop on his fastball.

Bullpen An area, generally in the left- or right-field vicinity, where relief pitchers are allowed to warm up during a game in case they are needed to come in and pitch (Pen).

Bunt To tap at, but not swing at, a ball to get it to roll just a bit onto the playing field. Bunters can try to make it to first safely in order to get a bunt hit, or they may place the ball in such a way as to sacrifice or give themselves up while moving a teammate up to another base.

Bush Leagues The low minor leagues or not well-known leagues.

“Bye-Bye” Steve Balboni, the primary designated hitter of the 1990 Yankees, had seventeen homers but hit just .192.

Cactus League Spring training schedule of major league teams in the Southwest.

Call Announcement of an umpire, or the keeping track of balls and strikes.

The Called Shot A heavier, slower, and older Babe Ruth had much more to prove in 1932. And prove he did! Batting .341, driving in 137 runs, slugging forty-one homers, the Sultan of Swat pushed the New York Yankees to another pennant. The Cubs of Chicago were the opposition in the World Series.

There was bad recent history between the two teams. Joe McCarthy had been let go as Chicago manager in 1930. He wanted payback. Ruth’s old buddy, Mark Koenig, now a Cub, had helped his new team win the pennant. His Chicago teammates voted Ruth’s old buddy only a half–World Series share. The Babe was not happy about that.

On October 1 in Chicago during batting practice, Ruth shouted: “Hey, you damn bum Cubs, you won’t be seeing Yankee Stadium again. This is going to be all over Sunday.” The Babe was referring to the fact that the Yanks had won the first two games in New York. The game got underway before 49,986 fans. Lemons from the stands and curses from the Cubs were heaped upon the Yankees. Chicago fans showered Ruth with fruits and vegetables and other projectiles when he was on defense in the outfield. The Babe smiled, doffed his cap, felt the fire.

When he came to bat in the fifth inning, Ruth had already slugged a three-run homer into the bleachers in right centerfield. He had more in store. Right-hander Charlie Root got a strike on Ruth, who as accounts go raised up one big finger and yelled “strike one!” Another fast ball strike. Ruth, as the story continues, raised two fingers and bellowed “strike two!”

Then as the story has been handed down, the thirty-eight-year-old Yankee legend stepped out of the batter’s box and pointed. Some said he pointed at Root; others said the pointed at the Chicago bench, others said at the centerfield bleachers. “To tell the truth,” Joe McCarthy said, “I didn’t see him point anywhere at all. But maybe I turned my head for a moment.” “The Babe pointed out to right field,” said George Pipgras who pitched and won that game, “and that’s where he hit the ball.”

The count was 2-2 when Babe swung from his heels. Johnny Moore, the Chicago centerfielder started back, then stopped. The ball disappeared into the right-field bleachers, 436 feet from home plate, the fifteenth and last World Series home run for Babe Ruth, the longest home run ever hit to that point in time in Wrigley Field. “As I hit the ball,” Ruth would say later, “every muscle in my system, every sense I had, told me that I had never hit a better one, that as long as I lived nothing would ever feel as good as this one.”

Chicago fans cheered and applauded the Babe as he rounded the bases yelling out a different curse for each Cub infielder. When the “Sultan of Swat” reached third base, he paused. Then he bowed toward the Chicago dugout. Then he came across home plate.

Through the years the debate has continued. Did he or did he not call the home run? Babe Ruth explained: “I didn’t exactly point to any spot like the flagpole. I just sorta waved at the whole fence, but that was foolish enough. All I wanted to do was give the thing a ride . . . outta the park . . . anywhere. Every time I went to the bat the Cubs on the bench would yell ‘Oogly googly.’ It’s all part of the game, but this particular inning when I went to bat there was a whole chorus of Oogly googlies. The first pitch was a pretty good strike, and I didn’t kick. But the second was outside and I turned around to beef about it. As I said, Gabby Hartnett said ‘Oogly googly.’ That kinda burned me and I said ‘All right, you bums, I’m gonna knock this one a mile.’ I guess I pointed, too.”

Called Strike A strike that a batter does not swing at but which is announced as a strike by the umpire.

“Candy” In 1939, William Arthur Cummings was elected to the Hall of Fame, for his alleged invention of the curveball more than his talent. His nickname came from fans—as a sign of affection.

“Cannon” Jimmy Wynn, for his power at bat.

Can of Corn A lazy fly ball.

“Can’t Anybody Here Play This Game?” In 1960 Casey Stengel managed the New York Yankees to a first-place finish, on the strength of a .630 percentage compiled by winning ninety-seven games and losing fifty-seven. By 1962 he was the manager of the New York Mets, a team that finished tenth in a ten-team league. They finished sixty games out of first place, losing more games (120) than any other team in the twentieth century. Richie Ashburn, who batted .306 for the Mets that season and then retired, remembers those days: “It was the only time I went to a ball park in the major leagues and nobody expected you to win.”

A bumbling collection of castoffs, not-quite-ready-for-prime-time major league ballplayers, paycheck collectors, and callow youth, the Mets underwhelmed the opposition. They had Jay Hook, who could talk for hours about why a curveball curved (he had a master’s degree in engineering) but couldn’t throw one consistently. They had “Choo-Choo” Coleman, an excellent low-ball catcher, but the team had very few low-ball pitchers. They had “Marvelous Marv” Throneberry, a Mickey Mantle look-alike in the batter’s box—and that’s where the resemblance ended. Stengel had been spoiled with the likes of Mantle, Maris, Ford, and Berra. Day after day he would watch the Mets and be amazed at how they could find newer and more original ways to beat themselves. In desperation—some declare it was on the day he witnessed pitcher Al Jackson go fifteen innings yielding but three hits, only to lose the game on two errors committed by Marvelous Marv—Casey bellowed out his plaintive query, “Can’t anybody here play this game?”

“Cap” Adrian Constantine Anson, a shortening of his managerial title. He was also known as “Big Swede” for his size and Nordic extraction.

“Captain Hook” Manager Sparky Anderson never hesitated to use his Cincinnati bullpen.

“Carnesville Plowboy” Spud Chandler was raised on a farm in Carnesville, Georgia, hence the nickname. Spurgeon “Spud” Chandler was better known during his collegiate days at the University of Georgia as a football player who also played baseball. Chandler had a career mark of 109-43 with the Yankees from 1937 to 1947. He was a part of seven World Series teams.

Casey at the Bat The title of the Ernest Thayer poem, written in 1888, about the legendary hero of the Mudville baseball team. The final stanzas are especially famous:

The sneer is gone from Casey’s lip; his teeth are clenched with hate;

He pounds with cruel violence his bat upon the plate;

And now the pitcher holds the ball, and now he lets it go,

And now the air is shattered by the force of Casey’s blow.

Oh, somewhere in this favored land, the sun is shining bright;

The band is playing somewhere, and somewhere hearts are light;

And somewhere men are laughing, and somewhere children shout;

But there is no joy in Mudville—mighty Casey has struck out!

“Cat-a-lyst” name given to Mickey Rivers by Howard Cosell for his ability to trigger Yankee team offense.

Catcher (Backstop) The player positioned behind home plate who catches the ball thrown by the pitcher.

“Catfish” Hunter James Augustus Hunter was his real name but the world knew him as “Catfish,” primarily because of Oakland A’s owner Charles O. Finley. Actually Hunter ran away from home when he was a child and returned with two catfish. His parents called him “Catfish” for a while, and then the name was dropped. Finley decided that Jim Hunter was too bland a name for such a star pitcher. To add color and imagery, Finley revived Hunter’s childhood nickname and it stuck.

“Cece” Pronounced “Sess,” was the nickname for Cecil Travis who had a solid career for the old Washington Senators in the late 1930s and a couple of years in the 1940s.

“Chairman of the Board” Whitey Ford pitched for the New York Yankees for sixteen seasons, winning 236 games, losing 106, and notching an earned-run average of 2.75. His .690 winning percentage places him second on the all-time list. Ford knew how to win, knew how to take charge, knew how to preside over the Yankee fortunes—and all of these factors helped earn him his nickname given to him by Elston Howard.

“Champ” James Champlin Osteen played in Hendersonville, North Carolina, in 1898 in the infield with a team called “Champions of South Carolina.” It was from that experience that he got his nickname. Champ played several years in the majors.

Chance A fielder’s opportunity to catch a ball.

Channel Ted Turner, owner of the Atlanta Braves, overstepped his bounds by having pitcher Andy Messer-smith wear “Channel” and uniform number “17,” a sort of ad for his cable TV station. Commissioner Bowie Kuhn stopped the shameless commercialism.

Charley Horse There are a couple of legends as to how this term associated with the muscular cramps in the legs of athletes originated. Seventeenth-century English policemen—constables, or Charleys, as they were called—complained a good deal about leg and foot strain. The reference survived into nineteenth-century America. Ball players who complained about weary and tired legs claimed they were “riding Charley’s horse.” The other theory for the origin of the term points to an incident in the 1890s at the Chicago White Sox ball park, where a horse strained to pull a roller across the infield. The pulling was done stiffly by Charley the horse.

“Charlie Hustle” It was Yankee hurler Whitey Ford who allegedly and scornfully gave Pete Rose the nickname after seeing him in a spring training game in 1963 race down to first base after being walked.

Chase To cause a pitcher to leave a game because a team scores quite a few runs off him. An umpire forcing a player, coach, or manager to leave the game because of what the umpire deems to be misconduct.

Check the Runner When the pitcher eyes the base runner to try to keep him close to the base.

Chest Protector A stuffed pad worn over the chest by catchers and umpires to ward off damage from thrown or batted balls.

Chicago Cubs Previously known as White Stockings in the 1870s, Colts in the late 1890s, Orphans in 1898 after the firing of longtime manager Cap Anson, and Remnants in 1901 after a number of players deserted the team for the American League, the nickname Cubs was coined in 1902 when manager Frank Selee arrived and rebuilt the club with young, inexperienced players.

Chicago White Sox Originally team was known as “Invaders” because they “invaded” Chicago before the opening of the 1900 season. Franchise adopted the Chicago White Stockings name used by the National League team in the late 1880s. Sportswriters shortened name to White Sox.

“Chick” Nickname bestowed upon Charles James Hafey because the female fans loved him so much.

“Chief” Bender Charles Albert Bender won 210 games and compiled a 2.45 lifetime earned-run average in sixteen years of pitching. He was admitted to baseball’s Hall of Fame in 1953. His nickname came from the fact that he was a Chippewa Indian.

“Chili” When he was about twelve years old, Charles Davis was given a not too attractive haircut which led to his getting the nickname “Chili Bowl,” later shortened to “Chili” as the boy became the man and the baseball player “Chili” Davis.

Chinese Home Run A home run that barely clears the outfield wall.

Chin Music Euphemism for pitch thrown at batter.

Choke Up To grip the bat nearer to the middle than down at the handle in order to get better bat control. To panic in stress situations.

“Choo-Choo” Coleman A catcher for the New York Mets during their early struggling years, Coleman is a case in point of the fact that not all things can be traced back to their origins. Once during a television interview, Coleman was asked how he got his nickname. He responded, “I don’t know.” He followed this up some time later with another gem. Casey Stengel, a bit frustrated by the ineptitude of the Mets, decided to return to basics. He held up a baseball during a locker room meeting and said, “This is a baseball.” Coleman interrupted, “Wait, you’re going too fast.”

Chop To smash the ball down onto the ground.

Cincinnati Reds Known as the Reds since 1961, Cincinnati is baseball’s first professional club. The franchise was created on March 15, 1869, and known as the Red Stockings. In 1944 and 1945, the nickname was Red Legs. Redlegs was the nickname of choice briefly in the 1950s because of the negative connotation of Communism. It was not until 1959 that “Reds” was officially used by team.

Clean-Up Hitter The fourth man in the batting order.

Cleat Projecting piece of plastic, rubber, or metal at the bottom of an athletic shoe to improve traction.

Cleveland Indians The franchise originated in 1901 as an American League charter team. They were the Blues (for the uniform color). Players did not like reporters calling the team “Bluebirds” when they were defeated so the name was changed to Broncos (1902). The team was known as the Naps (1903–1914) honoring star player Napoleon Lajoie. From 1912 to 1915, the team was called the Molly McGuires because of the large number of Irish players it fielded. In 1915 the Indians nickname was introduced for Louis Frances Sockalexis, believed to be the first Native American major leaguer. He played for the Cleveland Spiders in the 1880s.

Closer Relief pitcher who is consistently used to get the final outs in games.

“Clown Prince of Baseball” Al Schacht performed for only three seasons as a member of the Washington Senators (1919–1921), but he still was able to make a mighty reputation on the baseball field. Schacht was a comic, and his routines centered on the foibles and eccentricities of the national pastime. It was said that nobody did it better, and that’s why Schacht was dubbed the Clown Prince.

Coach’s Boxes Rectangular boxes 8 feet outside first base and third base in which the coaches of the team at bat stand, giving signals and advice to the batters and base runners.

Colorado Rockies Since 1993, named after the Rocky Mountains in the area.

“Columbia Lou” Lou Gehrig because of his collegiate roots.

Comebacker A ground ball batted back toward the pitcher.

“Commerce Comet” Mickey Mantle burst onto the major league baseball scene with the New York Yankees in 1951 and called it a career after eighteen storied seasons. Four times he led the American League in home runs. He was a rare blend of raw power and blinding speed—tape-measure home runs and trackstar dashes down the baseline to first. He came from Commerce, Oklahoma, and lit up major league baseball.

Complete Game A game that a pitcher starts and finishes.

Computer Baseball Baseball played by using computer simulation.

Corner The inside and the outside portions of home plate.

Count The number of balls and strikes on a batter during his turn at bat.

“The Count” Sparky Lyle—handlebar mustache and lordy ways contributed to his look and nickname.

Cousin A player whom another player has luck performing against.

“The Crab” The middle man in the famed Tinker to Evers to Chance double-play combination, Johnny Evers was a pugnacious and combative ballplayer and manager. Admitted to the Hall of Fame in 1946, Evers had an eighteen-year playing career and managed for three other years. His introverted personality and bench-jockeying ability gave him his nickname on merit. Pitcher Jesse Burkett earned the name for his surly disposition and also the peculiar manner of his stride.

“Crime Dog” Fred McGriff was given this name by ESPN sportscaster Chris Berman, a play on McGruff, a cartoon dog developed for American police to raise children’s awareness on crime prevention.

Crossfire A sidearm pitch that angles across the plate.

“The Crow” A fairly little man with a screechy voice, Frank Crosetti fit his nickname. He played shortstop for the New York Yankees for seventeen years and then had a long stint as a coach with the team.

Crowding the Plate A situation where a batter moves up close to home plate, either to increase his chances of walking or his ability to hit an outside pitch.

Cup of Coffee A very brief time as a player in the major leagues.

Curse of the Bambino Since the day Boston owner Harry Frazee sold Babe Ruth to the Yankees in 1920, the Yankees have won and won and won all those world championships. The Red Sox had won none—until 2004.

Curveball A pitch that breaks and curves as it crosses the plate.

Cut A batter’s swing.

Cut Down A fielder’s throw that results in a base runner being put out in the act of trying to reach the next base.

Cut Off A throw, usually from an outfielder to a catcher, that is stopped by an infielder on its way to the catcher or infielder.

Cut-off Man Infielder who cuts off the outfielder’s throw to shorten it.

“Cy” His full name was Denton True Young. His nickname was given to him by a young catcher helping to warm him up. The backstop reported that Young pitched as fast as a “cyclone.” Reporters shortened the nickname to Cy. Young was still in great pitching shape until he was forty-four years old. He credited his daily chores and farm work for giving him strength.

“Cy the Second” Irving Melrose Young pitched for six years in the major leagues concurrently with Denton True Young—the storied “Cy” Young who won 508 games in his career. Irving Young only won sixty-two, while losing ninety-four, but the fact that he had the same last name and pitched at the same time as the great Cy Young earned Irving his nickname (see Cy Young Award).

“Cy the Third” In 1908, a year in which Cy Young won twenty-one games and compiled a 1.26 earned-run average, Harley E. Young made it to the major leagues. He pitched only 75.2 plus innings, losing three games and winning none. But because his last name and the time he played reminded fans of the great Cy Young, Harley was called Cy the Third.

Cy Young Award Baseball’s award to the top pitcher in each league originated in 1956. The rationale was that pitchers were at a disadvantage in Most Valuable Player balloting. The award gets its name from the Hall of Famer who pitched for twenty-two years, winning more games than any other performer in baseball history (508). Young also started more games, completed more games, and pitched more innings than any other pitcher in history. He is fourth on the all-time list in strikeouts and shutouts. His career accomplishments personified the value of a pitcher to a team and underlined the reason for naming the award for the top pitcher after him.

Cycle A batter achieving a single, double, triple, and home run in the same game (Hits for the Cycle).

“Daddy Longlegs” Dave Winfield, for his size and long legs.

“Daffiness Boys” Also known as “Dem Brooklyn Bums,” the 1926 Brooklyn Dodgers wreaked havoc on friend and foe alike. The hotshot of the team was freeswinging, slump-shouldered Babe Herman, dubbed the “Incredible Hoiman,” who bragged that among his stupendous feats was stealing second base with the bases loaded. Once Herman was one of a troika of Dodger base runners who found themselves all on third base at the same time. A Dodger rookie turned to Brooklyn manager “Uncle” Wilbert Robinson on the bench. “You call that playing baseball?” “Uncle” Robbie responded, “Leave them alone. That’s the first time they’ve been together all year.”

“Danish Viking” George Pipgras, for his size and ethnic roots.

Daylight Play An infielder gets position behind a base runner taking a lead; the pitcher then can attempt to pick off the runner if he sees “daylight” between the runner and the infielder.

“Dazzy” Vance A pitcher with mediocre Brooklyn Dodger teams for most of his sixteen years, the “Dazzler,” as he was also known, did not publicize his full name—Clarence Arthur Vance. His nickname came from the blazing speed he put on his fastball. His big windup and dazzling fastball enabled him to lead the National League in strikeouts seven straight years. Vance, who recorded his first major league victory at the age of thirty-one, was characterized by former New York Giant great George “Highpockets” Kelly as follows: “Heck, you knew what he was going to throw—the dazzler—and you still couldn’t hit him.” At the age of thirty-seven, in 1928, he won twenty-two games and was the league ERA leader with a sixth-place team. That wasn’t his best year. In 1924 the Hall of Famer put together a 28-6 record, 262 strikeouts, and a 2.16 earned-run average to really dazzle National League hitters.

Dead Ball A ball that does not carry far. A ball that is out of play either because play has been temporarily suspended or because the ball is outside the boundaries of play. Also refers to era in baseball when ball was “dead,” not lively—early twentieth century.

Dead Fish Ball thrown with very little speed.

Death Valley The old deep centerfield in Yankee Stadium—a home run there was a mighty poke.

Delayed Steal A stolen base executed after the pitcher has thrown the ball to the catcher and not while the pitch is underway, as in a traditional stolen base.

“Dem Bums” When the Dodgers left Brooklyn in 1957, they left the “bums” behind. A beloved nickname in Flatbush, Gowns, Bensonhurst, and Williamsburg, “Bums” was deemed not quite appropriate for the Dodgers of Los Angeles. The nickname originated during the Depression. There was an excitable Brooklyn fan who used to scratch and claw at the chicken wire screen behind home plate at Ebbets Field. One day he was moved to anger at what he perceived as the inadequacies of the home team. “Ya, bum, ya, yez, bums, yez!” he bellowed. From that moment on, “Bums” meant Brooklyn Dodgers. The term was pictorialized by such cartoonists as Willard Mullin, used in newspaper headlines and stories, and capitalized on by the Dodger organization in its image-making for the Brooklyn team.

Designated Hitter A rule in the American League that allows a team to designate a batter to hit for the pitcher; the designated hitter doesn’t play in the field and the pitcher never comes to bat.

Detroit Tigers In 1901, players on Detroit wore yellow and black socks. Editor Philip Reid thought they were similar to those worn by the Princeton University Tigers football team.

Dial-a-Deal Gabe Paul earned this one for his telephone trading habits.

Diamond The baseball infield, whose four bases resemble the points of a diamond in the shape they outline.

Die A situation where a runner is left on base at the end of an inning because his batting teammates cannot score him. A situation where a baseball drops abruptly in its flight.

Dig In The act of a batter getting firmer footing in the batter’s box by using the spikes on his shoes to loosen the ground. Metaphorically, a situation where a batter bears down in his concentration against a pitcher.

Dinger Home run, homer, round-tripper.

Division Winner Team that completes the regular season with the best win-loss record in its division.

“Dizzy” and “Daffy” Dean Perhaps the most famous of all brother acts in the history of sports was “Me and Paul,” the dazzling Dean brothers of the St. Louis Cardinals. Jerome Hannah Dean, also known as Jay Hannah Dean and best known as Dizzy, and his kid brother Paul, also known as Daffy, beguiled National League batters in the 1930s and at times drove their own teammates to despair with their madcap antics.

The brothers were born in a rickety shack on a plot of Arkansas ground that their destitute sharecropper parents worked. Dizzy picked cotton for fifty cents a day, and although he later bragged that he learned how to pitch while attending Oklahoma State Teachers College, he only went as far as the second grade in school. In Dizzy, and to a lesser extent Paul, was the sadness and brashness of the American Depression experience. “Some of the things I seen in this here life,” Dizzy recalled, “almost cause my ol’ heart to bust right through my sweatshirt.”

Dizzy grew to be a 6’ 2”, slope-shouldered right hander, a little bigger than his younger brother. Both of them had arms and hands toughened and shaped by the cotton fields. “I never bothered what those guys could hit and couldn’t hit,” he said. “All I knowed is that they weren’t gonna get a-holt of that ball ol’ Diz was throwin’.”

In 1934, Dizzy and Daffy won forty-nine games between them. Dizzy won thirty—more than any Cardinal pitcher ever. In a doubleheader against Brooklyn, Diz one-hit the Dodgers in the first game and Paul no-hit them in the second game. “If I’d a knowed Paul was gonna do that,” Diz said, “I’d a done the same.”

Dizzy was actually the zanier brother. Paul went along with his antics and thus was labeled Daffy. Dizzy once wrapped himself in a blanket and made a fire in front of the Cardinal dugout on a day when the temperature was over one hundred degrees. Dizzy once led Daffy and a couple of other Cardinals into a staid hotel and announced to the manager that he was under orders to redecorate the place. Armed with ladders, buckets of paint, and brushes, the baseball players proceeded to splash red paint with wild abandon all over the walls of the hotel lobby. Dizzy also once made more than a mild commotion when he told scouts and newspapermen that there was a third Dean “who was throwin’ real good at Tulsa.” When the tip was checked out, it turned out that the third Dean brother who was “throwing real good” was throwing bags of peanuts—he was a peanut vendor at the Tulsa ballpark.

The Deans had bright but relatively brief careers. Paul won nineteen games in both 1934 and 1935 and then lapsed into a journeyman pitcher role, the victim of arm trouble. In the 1937 All-Star Game, Dizzy had a line shot off the bat of Earl Averill carom off his right foot. They found out later that his toe was broken. Diz pitched again and again during the 1937 season, but he was not what he was; the fluid, cotton picking pitching motion was gone. He finished the year with a 13-10 record, and in 1938 he was sent to the Cubs for two pitchers and $200,000. He won seven, lost one, and had an ERA of 1.81, but that was his last year of pitching effectiveness. They were Dizzy and Daffy, but in their time they beguiled baseball fans and intimidated National League hitters.

“Dr. K” When he performed for the New York Mets, Dwight Gooden was a hurler proficient in the art of the strikeout.

“Dr. Strangeglove” Dick Stuart, known especially for his time as a Red Sox player, had many adventures in the field.

Dodgers The early years of the Brooklyn National League baseball team saw it called by many different nicknames. They were called “Brooklyns” and “Brooks.” At one point in their history, quite a few of the players happened to get married at about the same time, and “Bridegrooms” became the new nickname. They were also called “Superbas,” after a famed vaudeville act, and “Robins,” in tribute to the manager of that era, Wilbert Robinson. The borough of Brooklyn circa 1900 was an area linked by trolleys. To Manhattan residents, it appeared that the citizens of Brooklyn were always dodging these trolleys. The contemptuous reference to those living in Brooklyn was the term “trolley dodgers.” Eventually, since the area where the Brooklyn team played was near a web of trolley tracks, the team was called the “Trolley Dodgers.” This was ultimately shortened to “Dodgers.” Even in 1958, when Walter O’Malley moved the team to Los Angeles, he was able to leave Brooklyn behind but the “Dodgers” went along.

“Donnie Baseball” Don Mattingly was the only player in any sport to have a nickname with the actual name of his or her sport in it. Some say it was coined by Yankee broadcaster Michael Kay; others say it came from Kirby Puckett. Kay takes the credit; Mattingly gives the credit to Puckett.

“Don’t Look Back. Something Might Be Gaining on You.” This line of homespun wisdom formed the sixth rule of a recipe attributed to former baseball pitching great Leroy “Satchel” Paige. The other five rules were 1) avoid fried meats which angry up the blood; 2) if your stomach disputes you, lie down and pacify it with cool thoughts; 3) keep your juices flowing by jangling around gently as you move; 4) go very gently on the vices, such as carrying on in society—the social ramble ain’t restful; 5) avoid running at all times. It seems that most of us have managed to break all of Mr. Paige’s rules more than once. As for rule 5—don’t tell it to your neighborhood jogger.

Double A hit that allows a player to run from the batter’s box to second base (Two-Base Hit; Two-Bagger).

Doubleheader Two games played on the same day.

Double No-Hitter It’s almost a baseball cliché. A no-hitter is tossed. And the next time that pitcher takes the mound, there is all the talk and speculation about the possibility of a second straight no-no taking place. And always what Johnny Vander Meer did comes back into the public consciousness.

On June 11, 1938, the Cincinnati hurler no-hit the Boston Bees, 3-0. Four nights later, he was tabbed to start against the Brooklyn Dodgers in the first night game ever in the New York City metropolitan area. To that point in time, only two pitchers had ever recorded two career no-hitters. No one had ever posted two no-hitters in a season. No one had probably even contemplated back-to-back no-hitters.

More than forty thousand (fire department rules notwithstanding) jammed into Ebbets Field to see the first night game in that tiny ballpark’s history and also bear witness to Vander Meer questing after his second straight no-hitter. Utilizing a one-two-three-four pitching rhythm that saw him cock his right leg in the air before he delivered the ball to the plate, “Vandy” featured a fastball that was always moving and a curve-ball that broke ever so sharply. Inning after inning, the Dodgers went down hitless. In the seventh inning, Vander Meer walked two batters. But the fans of “Dem Bums” cheered the Cincinnati pitcher on, sensing they were witnessing baseball history. The ninth inning began with Cincinnati holding a 6-0 lead. Buddy Hasset was retired on a grounder. Then suddenly, Vander Meer lost control of the situation. He loaded the bases on walks. Reds manager Bill McKechnie came out to the mound to talk to his beleaguered pitcher.

“Take it easy, Johnny,” he said, “but get the no-hitter.” Vander Meer got Ernie Koy to hit a grounder to infielder Lou Riggs, who conservatively elected to go to the plate for the force-out for the second out. The bases were still loaded, though. Leo “Lippy” Durocher, the Dodger player-manager and a veteran of many wars, stepped into the batter’s box.

Only the “Lip” stood between Vander Meer and the double no-hitter. Durocher took a lunging swing and smashed the ball down the right-field line. But it went foul into the upper deck. Bedlam and tension intermingled at Ebbets Field as Vander Meer’s left arm came around and delivered the pitch to Durocher, who swung and popped up the ball into short center field. Harry Craft clutched the ball. Johnny Vander Meer had made baseball history.

Fans leaped out onto the playing field, but Vander Meer’s Cincinnati teammates had formed a protective shield around the exhausted hurler as he scurried into the relative calm of the dugout. His mother and father, who had come to see their son pitch with about five hundred others from their hometown, were not as lucky. Swarms of well-wishers and autograph hunters milled about Vandy’s parents. It took about half an hour before they could be extricated from the mob of admirers. The event remains in memory as the miracle of 1938, consecutive no-hitters spun by John Samuel Vander Meer, the man they called the “Dutch Master.” President Franklin D. Roosevelt sent congratulations. Newspapers and magazines featured every detail of the event for months. For Vander Meer, the double no-hitters were especially sweet coming against Boston and Brooklyn—teams he had tried out for and been rejected by.

Vander Meer performed for thirteen big-league seasons, winning 119 games and losing 121. He perhaps would be remembered as a southpaw pitcher who never totally fulfilled his promise if it had not been for the epic moments of June 11 and June 15, 1938.

Double Play The retiring of two players for two outs on the same play.

Double Steal A situation where two base runners each steal a base on the same play.

“Double X” Hall of Famer Jimmie Foxx had two nicknames. His main one was derived from the last two letters of his name. He was also known as “The Beast,” which indicated the way his rivals viewed his baseball-playing ability. Foxx averaged better than a hit a game in a twenty-year career, compiling a .325 batting average and a .609 slugging percentage. He hit 534 homers, scored over 1,700 runs, and drove in almost 2,000 runs.

Down Losing or out (“one man down in the top of the ninth”), or trailing in the score (“down by three runs”).

Down the Line On the field near the foul lines, often used to describe the location of batted balls.

Down the Middle Over the middle portion of home plate, used to describe the location of pitches.

“Downtown” Ollie Brown’s nickname earned for his home run hitting.

Drag Bunt A ball purposely hit slowly by a batter facing away from the pitcher to give himself a head start in his run to first base in pursuit of a hit. The ball is generally placed between the pitcher and first baseman.

Drive A batted ball hit for distance.

Drive In To bat a run in, to cause a run to score.

Drop off the Table Characterizes extreme break of a curveball.

“Ducky” (“Ducky-Wucky”) Joe Medwick despised the name and teammates were careful not to call him the fan-given characterization in his presence. “Ducky” made fun of the way Medwick walked. “Muscles” he did not mind—that was a tribute to his physique.

Dugout An area on each side of home plate where players stay while their team is at bat. There is a visitor’s dugout and a home-team dugout. They were originally dug out trenches at the first and third base lines allowing players and coaches to be at field level and not blocking the view of the choice seats behind them.

“Duke” There have been many athletes dubbed Duke, but Edwin Donald “Duke” Snider, the man also known as the “Silver Fox” because of the color of his hair, has a lock on the nickname. Snider had this regal nickname from the day he first entered school. His father said, “Well, here comes his majesty, the Duke” after the youngster came home that first day.

From 1947 to 1957 he starred in center field for the old Brooklyn Dodgers. Although the New York Giants had Willie Mays and the New York Yankees had Joe DiMaggio and then Mickey Mantle playing the same position, to Brooklyn fans Snider was the Duke—their royalty. He fit the name well. A handsome, tempestuous left-handed slugger, Snider was a vital part of the Dodger machine. “Somebody once asked me if I wanted to be twenty-five years old again,” he said. “Not if I had to trade those Brooklyn Dodger days. It was something special.”

“Duke of Tralee” Roger Bresnahan refers to Tralee, Ireland, where Bresnahan’s ancestors were from.

“Dummy” William Ellsworth Hoy, a major league baseball player in the years 1888–1902, was only 5’ 4” tall and weighed only 148 pounds. Yet his lifetime batting average was .288. His nickname was a little more than insensitive, for Bill Hoy was a deaf mute.

Duster A pitch thrown high and inside to a batter and intended to make him “hit the dust” or jump out of the way to avoid being hit by the pitch.

Earned Run A run scored without the aid of an error.

Earned-Run Average (ERA) The average number of earned runs scored against a pitcher for every nine innings he pitches; the average is obtained by dividing the total number of earned runs by the number of innings pitched and multiplying this figure by nine. A low ERA is preferred.

Ebbets Field On April 9, 1913, the Brooklyn Dodgers played their first game in their new ballpark against the Philadelphia Phillies. An account of the event read: “A cold, raw wind kept the attendance down to about 12,000 but did not affect the players, who put up a remarkable battle. Both Tom Seaton (Philadelphia) and Nap Rucker (Brooklyn) pitched brilliant ball, the former just shading the noted southpaw in a 1 to 0 shutout. The opening ceremonies were impressive, the two teams parading across the field headed by a band. . . . Casey Stengel made a sensational catch.”

The site of the ballpark was 4½ acres on the lower slope of Crown Heights in Brooklyn, a filled-in tract of marshy land that the neighborhood people called Pigtown. Ebbets Field originally seated eighteen thousand, with another three thousand standees able to watch the games. The park had a double-decked grandstand that extended around the right-field foul line virtually to the fence in left field. A small, open bleacher section with concrete seats was located in left field between the stands and the field. Beyond right field was Bedford Avenue. It was a confined, intimate, tiny, odd-shaped ballpark—and it was a place that on the day it opened became obsolete and needed architectural and seating changes. The man the park was named for was Charles H. Ebbets, who moved from selling peanuts and scorecards to the presidency and primary ownership of the Brooklyn National League franchise. It was his vision that created the fabled ball park.
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