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Chapter One

The Early Years at Shute

1459–1462

Set high up on a hill and just four miles from the beautiful Devon coastline, Shute manor house was surrounded by lush green countryside. It was in this quintessential stone building, with its prime views of the wide Devon valleys and with the river Coly bubbling away in the distance, that Cecily Bonville was born, in about 1459/60. At the time of her birth, England was a troubled land, dominated by the ongoing rivalry between the two great houses of York and Lancaster. The period we now know as the Wars of the Roses began just a mere few years before Cecily’s birth, although for the troubles that lasted for nigh on thirty years, there was no formal start date. But by the time the infant Cecily made her way into the world, tensions were rising, and lines had already begun to be drawn between the great and noble families of the land. And at the heart of the troubles was nothing less than the throne of England.

Cecily was the first daughter born to William Bonville and his wife Katherine, and unbeknownst to them at the time, she would be the only child they had together. Within a few days of her birth, she would have been christened at the small church situated just behind the manor house and at a time when childbirth was precarious to both mother and child, the family would no doubt have given thanks for her safe arrival into the world. The first few months of her life would have been spent safe in her cradle, wrapped in her swaddling bands to keep her warm and ensure her tiny limbs formed correctly, entirely oblivious to the troubled world she had been born into.

England’s ruling monarch at the time of Cecily’s birth was Henry VI. Henry had ascended to the throne as a mere infant himself; his father had died in 1422 when Henry was just nine months old. Due to his tender years, a regency council was formed to rule in the king’s name until he was old enough to do so himself. The council was headed up by his uncles, John, Duke of Bedford and Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester.

Henry VI would no doubt have grown up in the shadow of his greatly respected father, knowing as he grew into his kingship that he had much to live up to. His father, Henry V, the great warrior king, was arguably one of the most impressive rulers of the House of Plantagenet. His legendary reputation began during his lifetime and has travelled down the centuries. Both to his contemporaries and to history, Henry V was a hero. With an unwavering zeal to revive the claim of his great-grandfather, Edward III, to reclaim French territory and bring it back under English control, he relentlessly pursued his goal to seat himself upon the throne of France. Henry ascended the throne in 1413 at the age of twenty-seven and by 1415 he had begun his quest, crossing the channel and leading an English army into French territory. On 25th of October that year, in an epic battle reminiscent of David and Goliath, his small, and by then exhausted army of an estimated 8,000 troops defeated a much larger French army in a mighty victory at Agincourt.

With a renewed determination, Henry then continued his advancement through France, eventually negotiating a treaty in 1420 with the French king, Charles VI. In what became known as the Treaty of Troyes, Henry V took Charles daughter, Catherine of Valois, as his bride, and Charles agreed to name Henry as heir apparent to the French throne. However just two years later Henry was dead, sadly rendering truth to the words of his brother, the Duke of Bedford, who had once said of Henry that he was ‘too famous to live long’. Aged just thirty-five years old, Henry died in the land he was so determined to conquer, most likely from dysentery. During his nine years on the English throne, he had achieved much of his goal, having brought back a good proportion of French territory under English rule.

From 1422 until 1437 England remained under the protectorate of the Dukes of Gloucester and Bedford – the Duke of Gloucester remaining in England and the Duke of Bedford overseeing English territories in northern France. But in 1437, at the age of fifteen, Henry VI was finally considered old enough to take over the reins of Government. But the new king’s temperament was nothing like his father’s; if Henry V was the warrior king, Henry VI was his antithesis in every way. A contemporary of Henry’s, John Blacman, who served for a while as his chaplain and later became his biographer, described him as ‘a simple man, without any crook of craft or untruth as is plain to all. With none did he deal craftily, nor ever would say an untrue word to any, but framed his speech always to speak the truth’. Blacman goes on to tell us that in all things Henry liked a simple way of living and that it was ‘well known that from his youth up he always wore round-toed shoes and boots like a farmer’s. He also customarily wore a long gown with a rolled hood like a townsman, and a full coat reaching below his knees’.1

Instead of being a strong and influential leader, it seems that Henry saw himself fulfilling the role of a kind father to his subjects, their mentor rather than their champion. The passion that his father had shown in invading France was not echoed by his son and by the end of Henry VI’s reign, all English land in France, with the exception of the port and town of Calais, had been lost once more. Blacman reports ‘The same prince when in the end he lost both the realms, England and France, which he had ruled before, along with all his wealth and goods, endured it with no broken spirit but with a calm mind, making light of all temporal things, if he might but gain Christ and things eternal’.

In 1445, aged twenty-three, Henry had married; his new bride, Margaret of Anjou, was a niece of the French king, and the union secured a peace with France. Whether the couple were compatible is debatable, but her loyalty was never in doubt and in later years Margaret would fight fiercely in defence of her husband and her throne.

As well as bringing about peace between the two nations, the job of the new queen was to produce an heir. This she did in 1453 when she gave birth to their first son, whom they named Edward. However, just before his birth, Henry fell into a strange state of depression, that royal physicians were unable to diagnose. It came on suddenly and rendered him into a coma-like state – awake but completely unresponsive. When his only son and heir was born, Henry could not even recognise him despite the attempts of the Duke of Buckingham and the queen, who presented the prince to him at Windsor, begging the king to bless the prince, thereby giving official recognition to his son. Glancing upon the tiny baby boy, he lowered his eyes to the floor, showing no reaction. Doubts very quickly began to be raised on his effectiveness to rule. Before he may have been deemed quite an ineffectual ruler, but now it seemed he was in no fit state to rule at all.

By January the following year he did not seem to be making any recovery and Queen Margaret, keen to safeguard herself and her baby son, made a case for her to rule as Regent until her husband was fully recovered. England, however, was not yet ready for a female ruler and her case was rejected. The council instead elected a Protector, someone who would act as a caretaker of the realm until the king was well again. The man they chose for the role was Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, who at this time, was the foremost Duke in the land. A descendant of Edward III, through two family lines – his father was the son of Edmund, the 1st Duke of York and fourth son of Edward III, and his mother was a great-granddaughter of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, the second of Edward III’s sons.

As the months passed, it became clear that Henry VI’s mental state was not improving as he wavered between periods of lucidity and periods of depression. As tensions arose between Queen Margaret and her allies and the Duke of York and his supporters, calls were made for Henry’s complete removal from the throne; the Duke’s supporters arguing that it was now clear that the king was not up to the task. Tensions were rising and sides were being chosen. By 1455 civil war had broken out between the two camps: the Lancastrians – those who remained loyal to the king and his family, and the Yorkists – those who came out in favour of replacing the weak and ill Henry VI with a stronger leader, in the shape of the Duke of York. 1455 had seen the first real combat between the two sides, when the two armies had fought a pitched battle through the streets of St Albans. This had been followed by four years of an uneasy truce, and by 1459 when Cecily made her appearance into the world, tensions were escalating again. By the end of 1459, the Duke of York and his allies had fled England for the continent to regroup and consider their next move. Like all the other great and noble families of the land, Cecily’s parents and grandparents would have been well aware of the political situation and found themselves having to pledge their allegiance to one side or the other.

Cecily’s mother, Katherine, was a younger daughter of the great Neville family who were related to the Duke of York through marriage. Katherine’s father (Cecily’s maternal grandfather) was Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury. His sister, Cecily Neville, had married Richard Duke of York in 1429 and Katherine was therefore his niece. That the Nevilles were Yorkist supporters is perhaps unsurprising.

The Nevilles were a distinguished family, who also had roots back to Edward III through his son, John of Gaunt. Richard Neville was the eldest son of Sir Ralph Neville, the first Earl of Westmorland, by his second wife Lady Joan Beaufort. Joan was the daughter of John of Gaunt and Katherine Swynford. Richard had married Lady Alice Montacute, the daughter and heir of Sir Thomas de Montacute and it was through her lineage that he acquired the title of Earl of Salisbury in 1428, upon the death of Alice’s father.

Born around 1400, Salisbury was in his mid-fifties when the troubles began. He was ably supported in his championing of his brother-in-law, the Duke of York, by his eldest son, also named Richard. Born c.1428, Richard was about fourteen years older than his younger sister Katherine whose birth date is thought to be sometime before 1442. By the time the troubles began, the younger Richard Neville was becoming an influential military man who would later earn himself the name ‘the kingmaker’. He would also become much better known as the Earl of Warwick, a title he acquired through his betrothal to Lady Anne Beauchamp, daughter of Richard de Beauchamp, 13th Earl of Warwick. With a Neville as her mother, Cecily had been born into one of the greatest families in the land. But it was from her father, William Bonville, Lord Harington, that she would receive her inheritance that would see her become one of the richest heiresses in England.

Katherine and William had married in 1458, when he was nineteen and she would have been around the age of sixteen. Where the ceremony took place is unknown, but we can assume that it was to Shute manor that the young Katherine went to live after the wedding. Her new husband was descended from a long line of Bonvilles; the family most likely having arrived in England from Bonvil in Normandy sometime in the twelfth century and settling in Devon. The Bonville name can be traced back to a Nicholas de Bonvil who it is thought to have lived at Wiscombe during the reign of King John.2

At some point during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, later generations of Bonvilles had relocated from Wiscombe to Shute. It was an earlier William Bonville, a great-great-grandson of Nicholas, who built Shute manor house and made it his primary home. This was the house that Cecily would be born into and that she would remain attached to throughout her life. The manor was completed between 1375 and 1407.

At the time of Cecily’s birth, three generations of Bonville men were still living, the most prominent of which was old Lord William Bonville, the grandson of the William who built the manor house (the name along with the manor travelled down the ages). This Lord William, who was born in 1392, was Cecily’s paternal great-grandfather.

When the troubles began in the 1450s-60s, Lord William and his family were loyal subjects of their king. Aligning themselves through marriage to the Neville family in the late 1450s may have been the first indication that their allegiance to the king was already wavering. But openly they still supported Henry VI. Born to a Yorkist mother and a Lancastrian father, Cecily truly was a War of the Roses child.

Where the Nevilles had strong foundations in the English nobility, the Bonvilles had had to work their way to prominence. Earlier generations had not really made their mark and it was Cecily’s great-grandfather, old Lord Bonville, who had really propelled the family into the kind of circles that would facilitate a marriage with a family like the Nevilles. Lord Bonville had inherited the manor of Shute upon the death of his father in 1396, when he was around four years old. An interesting account from his youth comes from 1428, when he would have been around thirty-six years old. On the 14th April of that year Nicholas Wysbeche, Abbot of Newenham, was asked to mediate in a dispute between William and his neighbour, a lady called Joan Brooke, concerning the obstruction of some of the local public roads and paths by Joan and her son. The Abbots ruling went wholly in William’s favour and Joan was directed to ensure that all routes be kept clear. But further than that, the Abbot wanted to ensure that there would be no lasting enmity between the neighbours and ordered that ‘the knight and the lady should ride amicably together to Newenham Abbey on a day appointed, where they should exchange a kiss in token of peace and friendship and dine together at the abbot’s table’.3 The deed detailing the Abbot’s ruling is dated at Axminster 13th August 1428. Whether this did restore a friendship between the pair or whether they simply managed to act their way through the meal went unrecorded!

The vast inheritance that would eventually come to Cecily, came into the family through Lord William’s second marriage. His first wife was a lady named Margaret Meriet, with whom he had a son – another William, Cecily’s grandfather – and two daughters, Philippa and Margaret. After Margaret died, he took as his second wife Elizabeth Courtenay, the widow of Sir John Harington. She bought with her to the marriage a good proportion of the Harington fortune.

The Harington estates were vast and included lands in Leicestershire, near the famous Crowland (Croyland) Abbey, where the chronicles were compiled. After his marriage, Lord William took charge of these estates, and soon found himself in a dispute with the Abbey on behalf of his tenants. Details of the quarrel were recorded by the unidentified writer of the First Continuation of the Chronicle (who is believed to have been one of the priors at the Abbey). Writing in 1433 he describes William as a ‘certain noble and influential Knight of Cornwall’. The writer first notes that ‘William Bondvyll, has at this time taken to wife the Lady Elizabeth, relict of the Lord Robert (sic) Haryngton, the Late Lord of Multon. Through marriage the chief demesne of the manor of Multon [now Moulton] came to the said Knight’.4

The writer then continues his tale, reporting how the inhabitants of the town had complained to William because their meadows and pastures were being ruined by constant flooding from the precincts of the abbey. It seems the embankment surrounding the Abbey needed repairing and the villagers of Multon were continuously finding their lands swamped, resulting in ruined profits. The consequences of this meant they were unable to pay their rent. In defence of his tenants (and no doubt in defence of his lack of rents), William angrily tackled the Abbot, John Litlington, who did all he could to defend himself. After much expense, a meeting was set up to decide the matter, overseen by two justices of the common pleas and the chief baron of the exchequer where the issue was amicably discussed, and a satisfactory outcome was reached. The abbot was ordered to raise the embankment and make it good and it was to be his responsibility or that of any future abbots within the next three years to ensure this was done. It was instructed that the embankment must be of sufficient height and maintained for the next forty years to stop the overflowing of water. A clause was inserted however, to allow the abbot some leeway in the likelihood of severe weather.5

Elizabeth Courtenay, the woman who William had ‘taken to wife’ was the daughter of Edward de Courtenay, 3rd Earl of Devon. The Courtenay family would feature prominently at court in the 1480s and onwards, through a later marriage between Katherine of York, a daughter of Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville, and a William Courtenay. Due to their proximity to each other, it seems a love/hate relationship existed between the Bonvilles and the Courtenays. As two prominent southern families, a rivalry existed between them, although they did intermarry on occasion, as in this instance. Through his marriage to Elizabeth, William now found himself connected to the current Earl, Thomas Courtenay, Elizabeth’s nephew, who had inherited the title in 1422, upon the death of his father (Elizabeth’s brother). But it appears blood was not thicker than water and family loyalties did nothing to prevent the continuing troubles that kept brewing between the two men.

Lord William’s prestige and influence had begun to flourish in his home county in the 1430s and 1440s and he was often called upon to witness charters and assist at local fairs and ‘love-days’ in both Devon and the neighbouring county of Somerset. His increasing prominence exacerbated the friction between the Bonvilles and the Courtenays and reached boiling point when William was honoured by being awarded the stewardship of the duchy of Cornwall. The Earl of Devon saw this as a personal slight, as he considered this post to be his by right of birth. He immediately petitioned the king, angrily demanding the office of steward for himself. To further exacerbate the situation, he too was sent letters patent granting him the post. With two stewards in position, the Council quickly realised their mistake and immediately informed the Earl, asking him to refrain from any official duties. The Earl chose to ignore their instructions, and before too long widespread disorder had broken out in Devon and Cornwall. Unable to find a resolution that satisfied both parties, the Council decreed that the stewardship should be awarded elsewhere. Furthermore, that the Earl and Lord William should both promise to keep the peace. They agreed to this upon oath, although the Earl, seemingly unbothered by the promise he had made, stubbornly continued to call himself steward.

Despite this temporary peace agreement, tensions continued to simmer between the pair and on more than one occasion either one or both of them were hauled before the king’s council and reprimanded about their disputes which on occasion had resulted in actual combat. October 1455 saw an extreme instance of their continuing feud when open warfare broke out once again and Shute manor came under attack. The catalyst this time was the murder of Lord Bonville’s lawyer, who was violently attacked and killed by the earl of Devon’s sons. The Courtenays followed that up by ransacking a town house in Exeter – one of Lord William’s properties – and by laying siege to Powderham castle. The castle was the seat of one of their own, Sir Philip Courtenay, but he was a close friend of Lord William and therefore his surname counted for nothing in the continuing quarrels. Unable to let this pass, Lord William retaliated and the two sides fought a pitched battle on Clyst Heath where ‘moche people wer slayn’. Two days later Shute manor was pillaged by the Earl’s men, in which must have been a terrifying time for Elizabeth and the family. It is alleged that the Earl’s men secured a great amount of loot from the property, including household items, food, and cattle.6 As well as these local skirmishes between the two families, there was also now much wider unrest happening across the land. The Earl of Devon, a Yorkist supporter, and Lord Bonville, a staunch Lancastrian at that time, had another reason to continue to antagonise each other.

Born c.1416-17, Lord William’s only son, and Cecily’s grandfather, was also named William. This William had also married a Harington, taking for his wife sometime around 1440 the daughter of William Lord Harington of Aldingham. William was the brother of Sir John Harington, Elizabeth Courtenay’s first husband. William’s new bride, confusingly also named Elizabeth, was Sir John’s only child and heir, and this union brought more of the Harington fortune into the Bonville family. During their marriage, William bore the courtesy title Lord Harington on behalf of his wife. Together they had a son, another William – Cecily’s father. He was born c.1441–42 and when he was just sixteen, his maternal grandfather Lord Harington died, and he inherited the title of 6th Lord Harington, which passed to him as his mother’s heir; his mother Elizabeth had also died early, and certainly before 1458 when her father, Lord Harington himself died.

At some point towards the end of the 1450s, and certainly by 1460, as political tensions began to reach boiling point, the Bonville family shifted their allegiance from their king and threw their lot in with the Duke of York. This may have in part been due to the deteriorating health of Henry VI and an understandable concern that the country should have a stable government. But it is also likely that the younger William’s marriage to Katherine Neville in 1458 may have had an influence in their decision. By July 1460, although the Duke of York himself remained in Ireland, his eldest son, Edward, along with Warwick and Salisbury had returned from France and faced the Lancastrian army in Northampton. This was the moment the Bonvilles made a complete volte-face when they also turned out at the battle of Northampton, fighting on the side of the Yorkists.

Northampton proved a decisive victory for the Yorkists; Henry VI was captured and taken to London and placed in the tower and Queen Margaret fled to Wales with her young son. Hearing news of the victory, the Duke of York returned to England and the Lancastrians once again met with the Yorkist army, this time at Wakefield in December 1460. The Bonville men once again turned out to fight, and it was during this battle that calamity struck the family. All three Williams had been on the battlefield; Cecily’s father, aged just twenty-one, her grandfather and Lord William, her great-grandfather. But the battle ended disastrously for all concerned. Not only was it a huge Yorkist defeat when both the Duke of York and his son, Edmund, were killed, but in a more personal tragedy, alongside them on the battlefield both Cecily’s father and grandfather also died.

Old William Bonville was the only Bonville male to survive the fighting. Due to his previous loyalty to Henry VI, he was permitted to return to his Devon manor. In what must have been a sad journey for the old man back to Devon, he returned home to Shute, the bearer of terrible news to the women that waited there. For the young Katherine Neville in particular, the news he bought her was devastating. Not only had she lost her husband and father-in-law, but her own father, the Earl of Salisbury had also lost his life. He had escaped the battlefield but was captured during the night and taken to Pontefract Castle. Pronounced a traitor, he was taken to the Lancastrian camp and beheaded the next day.7 One of Katherine’s brothers, Sir Thomas Neville, was also killed that day. Fortunately, blessed by her youth, Cecily was cushioned from the trauma of losing her father and both her grandfathers that day, and although she may have grown up with a sadness at their loss, the terrible reality of events would not have greatly affected her at such a young age, and she would have remained blissfully ignorant of the misfortune that had befallen her family.

The feeling of sadness and grief inhabiting Shute manor in early 1461 would have been indescribable. Unable to bury either his son or his grandson, old William Bonville must have keenly felt their loss. The death of the Duke of York could have heralded the end of the conflicts, but the Duke’s eldest, Edward, Earl of March, was ready to avenge his father’s death. Lord William, possibly feeling he had nothing left to lose, was ready to join Edward in seeking revenge.

At some point before February 1461, Lord William joined Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick in London. Warwick had not been at Wakefield but had remained in London in charge of the king.

On 2nd February 1461, a battle took place at Mortimer’s Cross with an army led by Edward; the Yorkists emerged victorious. Back in London, on 8th February, Warwick and Lord Bonville were elected Knights of the Garter.8 Then taking the captured king with them, they headed north to try and defeat Queen Margaret’s army once and for all. The two sides met again at the second battle to take place at St Albans, on 17th February 1461, the result being another disastrous defeat for the Yorkists. Although Lord William once again survived the battle, his luck was running out.

By nightfall, Warwick had realised they were beaten, and he withdrew with his men from the battlefield, leaving behind Henry VI in a tent on the field. In an act that perhaps gives us a glimpse into Lord William’s character, while all the rest of the army fled, he remained on the battlefield to protect the old king, the man who had once garnered all his loyalty. Arriving at the scene after the battle, Queen Margaret and her son discovered the helpless king alone in his tent. But on guard nearby were two distinguished Yorkist soldiers: Lord Bonville and Sir Thomas Kyriel, who had chivalrously remained to see that no harm came to him. It was recorded that the king had urged them to protect him under the assurance from him that their lives should be preserved. Despite the king’s assurance, Queen Margaret declared both men traitors and they were executed on her orders on 18th February. William Bonville was by then sixty-eight years old.

This act of chivalry on William’s part was described by Holinshed:


When the daie was closed, those that were about the king (in number a twenty thousand) hearing how euill their fellowes had sped, began utterlie to despair of the victorie, and so fell without anie long tarriance to running awaie. By reason whereof, the nobles that were about the king, perceiving how the game went, and withall saw no comfort in the king, but rather a good will and affection toward the contrarie part, they withdrew also, leauing the king accompanied by the Lord Bonneuille and Sir Thomas Kiriell of Kent, which vpon assurance of the king’s promise, tarried with him and fled not. But their trust deceived them, for at the Queenes departing from Saint Albons they were both beheaded, though contrarie to the mind and promise of her husband9



No record exists of Lord Bonville’s burial place nor that of his sons. As once again the tragic news filtered back to the quiet backwaters of Devon, this time it was Elizabeth Bonville who would have received it in despair at the loss of her husband. In an even more distressing turn of events, the Crown ordered that the Bonville estates and goods be confiscated. Thankfully for Elizabeth, Katherine and Cecily, just over a month later in March 1461, on the snow-covered fields of Towton, another bloody battle took place that saw the Yorkists finally emerge triumphant. The Duke of York’s son, Edward, Earl of March, who had had himself proclaimed King Edward IV in London just a few days before, was now on the throne and the old King Henry, his wife and son fled to Scotland. In thanks for her husband’s support, Edward rewarded Elizabeth Bonville by returning all William’s estates to her. Cecily, as the last of the Bonville line, would inherit them all after Elizabeth’s death. Through a great tragedy, she had become one of the richest heiresses in the country.

In the space of a few months, three generations of Bonville men had been lost and it was now down to their womenfolk to forge a new life for themselves. For Cecily’s mother, Katherine, she had barely had time to be a wife, and now found herself a widow. Still just a young woman, she had already suffered great losses in these wars for the throne. Now with a young toddler to support and raise on her own she must have been fearful for what was to come.

Financially at least the women were supported. Elizabeth Courtenay was assigned a large dower by Edward IV and for a while after her father’s death, Cecily and her mother, Katherine, remained at Shute manor, living with Elizabeth. Indeed, Elizabeth continued to live there until her own death eleven years later in 1471. Katherine was granted Cecily’s wardship and marriage and a jointure from the Bonville and Harington Estates by Edward IV of 600 marks a year.10

Shute manor would always remain Cecily’s favoured property and was an ideal place for a young toddler to grow up. Close to the sea, the house was set high up on a hill, overlooking wide valleys and surrounded by a large deer park. The nearby Shute church was a satellite church of Colyton, which was two miles to the north of the house. Next to the house was a tiny well which provided their water supply. The Bonville women also had access to a huge amount of open space to walk in and use for their leisure. The manor was also well situated for easy routes to Colyford, Somerset, Axminster, Honiton and Exeter, where the elder Lord Bonville had several properties which now by right were theirs.

The house itself was not large by any standards but would have been suitable for a family of their means. The front of the house had a central front door, with a gothic window on each side. Adjoined to the left side of the building was a hexagonal turret, with a staircase that led up to the top floor. The staircase was entered into by another Gothic door and exited at the top by an identical door. The top floor of the house featured an upstairs gallery with two further windows providing the light.11

The main feature, as with many houses of the period, was the large open hall which occupied the whole of the ground floor and which was accessed directly from the front door. Upon entering the house, you would immediately be met by the sight of a huge fireplace, spanning the whole width of the building. With open fires commonplace, Cecily, growing up as a toddler, would have been supervised carefully when in the hall. Medieval families were very aware of dangers that could befall young children, so much so that at baptisms godparents were instructed to ensure the parents kept their child safe from fire, water and other perils until he or she was seven years old.12

Within the great hall, a raised platform covered about half the floor space upon which was situated a high table where the family would eat. The men and women of the household would eat in the lower part of the hall. Separate outbuildings contained the kitchen and bake house and the manor also contained a pantry and buttery, which were situated within the main hall but separated by screens. The Lord and Lady’s chamber and presumably a chamber for young Cecily formed part of the gallery above. The gallery floor extended only over part of the hall below.

Cecily may not have remembered much of her early years here, but she would later return to the manor and make it her home once again. She also had a real fondness for Elizabeth, her great-grandmother, and in later years she would fund a memorial to her. Even though terrible misfortunes had struck Cecily at a young age, her first two years would have been spent much as any infant and toddler, surrounded by the love of her mother and great-grandmother and in an idyllic location. But sometime around the age of two, Cecily and her mother were packing their belongings and getting ready to depart the manor for a new life, as Katherine prepared for a new marriage. Her new husband, and Cecily’s new stepfather, William Hastings, brought Cecily even closer into the sphere of the court.
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