








“Save Mr. Lizard! Save Mr. Lizard!”

“We have something for Mr. Lizard,” Karen Koombs said to the security guard at the TV station. She held out the envelope containing the petition.

“I’ll take it,” a woman said. “I’m Jane, the producer of the show.”

“And I’m that other guy,” a man with bright red hair said with a wink.

“It’s him!” Bess squealed under her breath. “It’s Mr. Lizard.”

Nancy and her friends hurried out of the station and onto the sidewalk. Nancy felt very proud—until the doors swung open and Mr. Lizard marched out.

“Is this some kind of joke?” Mr. Lizard asked. He reached into the envelope and pulled out a sheet of notebook paper.

Everyone gasped. Written on it in big purple letters were the words “Get rid of Mr. Lizard!!”
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1
Bad News Brenda


Macaroni and cheese, please!” eight-year-old Nancy Drew called out from the lunch line.

“For all of us!” Bess Marvin said.

George Fayne gave Bess a nudge.

“—Please!” Bess added quickly.

Bess and George were Nancy’s two best friends. They were also cousins who looked very different. George—whose real name was Georgia—had brown eyes and dark curly hair. Bess had blue eyes and long blond hair.

But all three friends had a lot in common. They were in Mrs. Reynolds’s third-grade class at Carl Sandburg Elementary School. And they couldn’t wait for macaroni-and-cheese Monday.

Mrs. Enid Carmichael, the lunch lady, stood behind the counter. She wore her usual pink uniform and a hairnet.

“Sorry, girls,” Mrs. Carmichael said. “No macaroni and cheese today.”

Nancy couldn’t believe her ears. “But it’s Monday,” she said, surprised.

“And I said ‘please,’” Bess said.

Mrs. Carmichael smiled.

“Today we’re having something from my brand-new cookbook,” she said. “It’s a French dish called quiche à la fromage.”

“Keesh a la . . .” Nancy tried to say.

“I hope that’s French for macaroni and cheese,” George said.

Mrs. Carmichael pointed to a board hanging on the wall. It was where she wrote the lunch menu in bright purple marker.

“There’ll be something new and yummy each day this week,” Mrs. Carmichael said.

Nancy brushed aside her reddish blond bangs. She read the lunch board.

“Stuffed hard-boiled eggs with mushrooms?” Nancy gasped.

“Zucchini pie?” Bess squeaked.

“Those sound like something Dalton Feivish would whip up for the science fair,” George said.

Nancy nodded. Dalton Feivish was in Mrs. Apple’s third-grade class. He was famous for his gross science projects.

“I heard that!” a voice snapped.

Nancy, Bess, and George turned around. Standing behind them was Dalton!

“Excuse me, Mrs. Carmichael,” Dalton called over the girls’ shoulders. “Do you have any moldy bread in your kitchen?”
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