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    Dedication


  




  This book is dedicated to my father, Jack C. Bushman, a former world-class tennis pro and coach and later a successful insurance salesman. His belief that “when you think you’ve gotten too good you’ll never get any better” is something I’ve always kept in mind.




  I also thank him for introducing me to his good friend, the late Perry Mendel, the founder and chairman of KinderCare. Mr. Mendel was a true visionary and the best business coach anyone could ever ask for. In addition to putting up the seed money for Buckmasters, he took me under his wing and gave me a business education that was second to none.




  Without the dedication of these two men and their belief in me, Buckmasters would not be here. I thank them both and dedicate this book to them.




  

    Introduction


  




  In writing this book, there are a few people to thank. The first is my dad, because he got me started in athletics. He instilled in me the desire to win and the determination to be the best. The most important thing Dad taught me was that no matter what sport you are playing, you have to have your fundamentals down if you want to succeed. I saw this through my junior years in tennis and basketball all the way through my collegiate and professional years of tennis. You are only as good as your basics, your foundation.




  Once you have a firm grasp of the basics, commitment and practice will determine how good you will become. This concept was true for me when I started deer hunting. It took me years to figure out that I did not have a firm grasp of deer hunting basics. I had to regroup and return to my early days of sports to get going. Once I got going, the light came on and my success for taking good bucks began.




  After I stopped playing professional tennis, I taught the sport for 12 years. Again, this is something I wanted to be the best at. Many great players are not good teachers because they cannot communicate in simple terms. Whether teaching a child or an adult, you must present the lesson in a way the student can understand. Keep it simple.




  The same concept applies to deer hunting. This is not rocket science, but you are dealing with ego, and that can be the biggest obstacle.




  My main purpose in doing this book is to help others experience the emotion of taking a good buck. If you are a beginner, these tips will get you on the right track. If you’re like I was and have been hunting for years with no luck, I hope these tips make your dream come true.




  Another person I would like to recognize is my late grandfather John Walraven. Better known as Poppy, he got me involved in hunting and fishing. The many days we spent in the field strengthened my love of the outdoors. He taught me gun safety and respect for the animals we hunt.




  In reading this book, ask yourself: “Am I solid in deer hunting basics?” Be honest, drop your ego, and get to work. Become a student of the game and never think you are too good to learn something new. You are hunting the number one game animal in the world. You will learn respect for this animal because you will lose to him more often than you will win. When hard work, time, and effort pay off with a dream buck, the result is a lifetime memory.




  My father and grandfather taught me a lot about sports and hunting, but if we are lucky, all of us have mentors in our professional careers, too. Mine was Perry Mendel, the founder of KinderCare. Mr. Mendel was not a deer hunter, but he believed in Buckmasters and he taught me valuable business lessons that helped make Buckmasters a success. One of the most important things he taught me was to look at the big picture; to not let myself get so caught up in the details that I forgot to see where I was going and why.




  Sometimes, we forget the big picture in hunting. All of us get a thrill out of outsmarting deer or taking a trophy. But, more than that, hunting is about discovery. It’s about learning as much as we can about this fascinating animal called the whitetail deer, and it’s about the great outdoors. It’s about enjoying the sunrises and watching the woods wake up in the morning and sharing all of that with friends old and new. Learn the basics, but never forget the big picture.




  Good luck and safe hunting.




  —Jackie Bushman


  November 1, 2001
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    Keep The Faith
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  When I tell people that I get out of a warm bed well before daylight and sit 25 feet up a tree in freezing temperatures, they tell me I’m crazy. Actually, I’m just in love with the outdoors and deer hunting. What is it about white-tailed deer that makes millions of hunters pursue them?




  Whitetails are amazing animals. A lot of hunters are recognized as “experts” on whitetails, but I don’t think anybody is really an expert. Even the so-called experts get outsmarted by the deer much more often than not. In fact, there’s no game animal in North America that more consistently defeats the hunter. There are more than 20 million deer in North America, and hunters take three to four million a season. You tell me who’s winning. Deer will thrive in your suburban backyard and eat your ornamental bushes, or they’ll thrive in remote areas where they rarely see a human.




  No matter where whitetails are hunted, most people are unlikely to see them; at least, they don’t see the mature bucks that represent deer hunting’s ultimate goal. It’s those mature bucks that grow the biggest antlers, and it’s those antlers that capture our imagination. Whitetail antlers are as unique as human fingerprints. They’re all similar, but no two sets of deer antlers are exactly alike.




  When you finally put all the pieces of the deer hunting puzzle together, you’ll get a feeling like nothing you’ve ever experienced before. I want every deer hunter who’s willing to do the homework and study the game to feel the elation that I’ve been blessed to feel in my lifetime.




  No deer hunter succeeds every time. The idea is to be consistently successful. We’ve all heard stories about the first-time deer hunter who did everything wrong and still shot the Boone and Crockett buck. Those stories keep us going when the hunting gets slow. Here’s a good tip to remember: Don’t ever lose faith. It only takes about 30 seconds for a deer season to go from bad to good.
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