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    INTRODUCTION




    Human beings have been created with distinction, blessed with physical and spiritual qualities and raised to the level of the noblest beings among all creation. Being the noblest also brings responsibilities; they are given a route to follow in which obedience is essential. Humans can only find true happiness in submission to God by being on His holy path. Deviation from the path results in such disorder and dismay that true happiness and peace cannot be reached.




    Satan is the greatest obstacle on the path to success. He is a being in constant rebellion and thrives on egoism; so, he will use any means possible to drag humankind into his deviant path. The reason for this is that he cannot stand watching people succeed where he himself has failed, or be a bystander as people walk toward happiness in both this world and the other world by believing and obeying the commandments of their Lord.




    Satan failed to understand the delicate situation of obedience and, as a result of the difficult test to which he was subjected, he turned away from the path and rebelled against the Almighty. However, this was not the end of it; he continued to defend his actions by producing excuses, which consequently determined his fate. He was cursed, expelled from Paradise and lost all he had. Although Adam was a mere tool in his test, Satan did not realize this and blamed Adam for his own faults and swore revenge against Adam and his progeny. This was the point where Satan closed all gates leading to good and, by using all his faculties for the purpose of evil, began an assault on humankind.




    The great scholars of old gave the title masawi al-akhlaq to Satan, which meant “the source of all evil-manners.”[1]




    Having such a nemesis, human beings should be prepared for Satan’s devious campaign by planning a strategy of defense and making lifelong plans in accordance with the purpose of their creation. If the strategy works and the instigation of Satan can be avoided, the mission is accomplished. However, if we fail and fall into Satan’s trap, we will feel regret and a sense of despair in our hearts. This will eventually cause an inner deformation due to recurring contradictions with our nature. This internal unease may cause us to turn to our Lord in repentance and once again regain our composure. This repentance causes Satan’s all efforts to misguide man away from his Lord to be wasted. Let us not forget that in order to attain the pleasure of God one must reject both the invitation of one’s nafs (carnal self or worldly desires) and of Satan.




    In the first chapter of this book, we examine the identity of Satan, the purpose and time of his creation and his interaction with Adam. In the second chapter, we scrutinize Satan’s essence by examining the Holy Qur’an and the hadith. In chapter 3, we examine Satan’s attributes and expose his methods. In chapter 4, we identify how Satan attempts to exploit our worship of God. Finally, in the last chapter, we seek ways in which to shield ourselves from the whispers of Satan by studying the ways of equipping ourselves with spiritual protection. Also, we emphasize the importance of taking refuge in God from the evil instigation of Satan.




    In this work only authenticated hadith have been used as a resource. We have chosen to avoid going into the detailed analysis of the hadith recounted in this work in order to emphasize the importance of the issue.




    Satan is clearly a tool of trial, appointed by God as an enemy which beleaguers man. Life in one aspect is a struggle between man and Satan. In order to succeed in life, knowing your enemy and developing strategies is one of the most important means. If this unpretentious book about Satan, who has dedicated his existence to destruction, supplies some useful information, then we will consider our efforts not to have been wasted. Effort and hard work are the duty of humans, whereas the results and the blessings of success belong to God.




    Mehmet Yavuz Şeker




    

      [1] Fethullah Gülen, Fasıldan Fasıla, Vol. IV, 40.
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    THE CREATION AND ESSENCE OF SATAN




    DEFINITION OF THE WORDS SHAITAN AND IBLIS




    Shaitan




    The word shaitan (in English, ‘satan’) is derived from an Arabic root and can be analyzed in various ways when the triconsonantal root is divided into its component parts. Focusing on the letter n in the final position, some linguists are inclined to derive the word from the verbal root sh-t-n, meaning, ‘one who has gone astray or is distant.’ Accordingly, shaitan (Satan) is one who has actually distanced himself from the Lord and His mercy. The term shayatin (plural for shaitan) supports this argument, as the plural form of the word also carries a very significant aspect of the meaning.




    According to another view, the letter n in the final position is a non-root consonant and the actual root consisted of sh-w-t. In this case, the word shaitan means ‘one burnt or doomed to perish.’ Those who take the latter as the root base their claim on the fact that Satan was created from pure fire. They also support their argument by pointing out that Satan frequently utilizes the feelings of rage and wrath. As for controlling anger, the Prophet said, “Anger comes from Satan and Satan was created of fire.”[1] On another occasion, the Prophet advised one of the Companions, whose face had become red with anger, to cool himself down by saying, “I seek refuge in God from Satan, the outcast.”[2]




    Abu Ubayda states, “The word ‘satan’ is a general term used to refer to all humans or animals who display evil, cunning, deceiving and misleading behavior.” Zajjaj states that all things ugly and unpleasant resemble Satan: “When we come across an ugly thing, we liken it to the face of Satan. Satan is unseen but if we could see him, we would behold a horrible creature.”[3]




    The word ‘satan’ is used as a general term for extreme acts of evil, and it represents a creature of extreme wickedness and stubbornness. Its meaning includes all beings that possess a spiritual connection to evil; hence, humans, animals and unseen entities are included in this category.[4] Asim Efendi states in his Qamus that Satan was known as ‘Azazil’ before the expulsion from the Garden.[5]




    Iblis




    Although the name ‘Iblis’ is used often in place of ‘Satan’ and regarded as the same thing, from a linguistic point of view it does not carry the same meaning. There are also different views regarding the source of the word Iblis. Some claim that it is derived from the Arabic verbal root b-l-s, so the word iblas means ‘one who has lost all hope of blessing’ or ‘one who is in despair.’ They support their claim by arguing that after his rebellion, Iblis lost all hope in God’s mercy, and hence this interpretation makes sense.




    However, according to some, the word does not come from the Arabic language. Even though people claim that the name ‘Iblis’ comes from the root word iblas, many believe it was introduced from another language. Ismail ibn Hammad al-Jawhari, the renowned scholar of Arabic language also supports this view.[6] The name ‘Iblis’ is mentioned in eleven places in the Qur’an. Whenever the Qur’an mentions Satan’s rebellion against God, it uses the name ‘Iblis.’




    THE ESSENCE OF SATAN




    His own essence and nature




    When we study the verses regarding the creation of Satan, we see that he was created from fire. In his own statement, Satan claims, “You have created me from fire.”[7] When it comes to classifying him as a species, he belongs to the jinn, which were also created from fire:




    And (recall) when We said to the angels, “Prostrate before Adam!” and they all prostrated, but Iblis did not; he was of the jinn (created before humankind, from smokeless, scorching fire) and transgressed against his Lord’s command. Will you, then, take him and his progeny for guardians (to rely on and refer your affairs to) rather than Me, when they are an enemy to you? How evil an exchange for the wrongdoers! (Kahf 18:50)




    As shown clearly at the beginning of this verse, Iblis, who is one of the jinn, was ordered to bow down along with all the angels before Adam, but he left the straight path by refusing to obey. The latter part of the verse explains the wretchedness of turning away from God and joining Satan and his followers. Ibn Arabi states, “Iblis is a spirit which reflects God’s name ‘Mudhill’ (the All-Abasing) in its best form.”[8]




    The Qur’an also gives a fuller account of the refusal of Iblis to prostrate before Adam at the time of the latter’s creation:




    We brought you into existence, then We gave you each a form (perfectly suited to your nature), and then We said to the angels (to signify that they affirm the degree of knowledge and superiority of Adam and his deserving vicegerency, and that they will help him to perform his duty on the earth), “Prostrate before Adam!” They all prostrated, but Iblis did not; he was not of those who prostrated. He (God) said, “What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you to do so?” Iblis said, “I am better than he, for You have created me from fire, and him You have created from clay.” (God) said, “Then go down from it; it is not for you to act haughtily there! So be gone! Surely you are of the degraded.” (Iblis) said, “Grant me respite till the Day when they will all be raised from the dead!” (God) said, “You shall be among the ones granted respite (so long as humankind remains on the earth).” (Iblis) continued, “Now that You have allowed me to rebel and go astray, I will surely lie in wait for them on Your Straight Path (to lure them from it). Then I will come upon them from before them and from behind them, and from their right and from their left. And You will not find most of them thankful.” (A’raf 7:11–17)[9]




    We can conclude from these verses that the Almighty had not issued a command to Satan before the unfolding of this incident. Satan had not been subjected to a test prior to this incident. Perhaps he had carried out previous orders only because they did not involve the testing of his ego or arrogance, so they did not try his loyalty. Previously he had enjoyed a life among the angels where things were occurring in accordance to his wishes. He was in a situation where his loyalty was not questioned. The test of his loyalty came when Adam was created and they were all instructed to bow before him. This command brought out Satan’s true nature and feelings. It unearthed his feelings of arrogance, so he refused to bow before Adam. Satan listened to his own ego and, in an attempt to justify his actions, he pointed to Adam and claimed, “I am better than he!” Thus, he both lied and demonstrated his ignorance.




    The right thing to do was to submit to the will of God by displaying total obedience. Instead, Satan stood in rebellion and argued, using demagogy and comparison with deficient logic. He questioned Adam’s value by emphasizing the creation of Adam. He argued that Adam was created of clay, whereas he was made of fire. His evaluation was based on materialism. He could not fathom the magnificence of God’s creating a being out of clay and blowing a soul into it, or he simply did not wish to understand it. So, in an egoistic and arrogant manner, he claimed, “I am better than he!”




    There is a lesson to be derived from Satan’s request, “Grant me respite till the Day when they will all be raised from the dead!” Satan did not deny God, nor did he reject the Day of Judgment. He knew that Adam would have descendants and they would live for a certain period of time and then die to be resurrected once again. In fact, Adam had also made a mistake. However, unlike Satan, as soon as he realized his fault, he rushed to repent with his wife by his side as they straightaway said in remorse, “Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and do not have mercy on us, we will surely be among those who have lost!” (A’raf 7:23).




    At first, Satan’s situation was no different from that of Adam and his wife; when Satan disobeyed, like Adam, he was not condemned immediately. He was interrogated and given a chance to explain himself. With atonement and remorse, he could have saved his soul. The signs were there, and he was even granted time. Yet, he stubbornly insisted on defying God. Consequently, he placed himself in a position where he was told, “Then get you down out of it; surely you are one rejected (from My mercy)” (Hijr 15:34; Sa’d 38:77). Therefore, he entered the path of eternal despair.[10] Having despaired of the mercy of God, there was nothing of good left in him; all faculties of good were blown out like the flame of a candle.




    Contemporary scholar Fethullah Gülen analyzes this emotional stage of Satan with an analogy:




    Humans are revered beings and if they use the dynamics which they are gifted with in an appropriate manner, they can transform themselves into angelic beings. Now, think about a pious man who performs daily prayers in humility, observes the fast, goes on the holy pilgrimage and approaches everyone with compassion. Let us say that this unique individual was indiscriminately harassed, his integrity was questioned, his honor was destroyed, and he was not even valued as a human being. He was brought to a stage where his nervous system was loaded with mountainous rage and anger. Let us say he was like a ticking time bomb. In the heat of that moment of explosion, there would be no sign of tranquility, peace, mercy, or compassion in his mind. At that instant, if you analyzed this man’s emotional state, you would see only rage and fury in the form of sparks such as the ones emitted by the flames of hell. No matter what kind of advice you put forward to him at that instant, it would have no effect. Every human being at some stage of their lives may experience such rage. Satan experiences such rage, anger, vengeance, and hatred every millisecond of his life. His body is totally infested by these types of emotions. Throughout his life, he thinks of nothing but evil. He is in such fury and paroxysm that he can bear no thoughts other than satanic ones. Since he is full of evil, there is no room for good, so the opportunity to think about good never arises. This is why he denies God, although he knows Him. He is like the believer described above, but with constant vengeance and rage. He does not remember God, and hence he denies His existence because something inside prevents him from doing so.[11]




    The degradation of Satan consists of two parts. The first part was his disobeying an order because of extreme conceit and relying on his own reasoning; his pride prevented him from prostrating before Adam. This was a situation where he should have obeyed unconditionally. In the second part, he was questioned about his disobedience and he chose to enter into dispute by proposing a comparison. He was granted a second chance, so all he had to do was to apologize and repent. The noble Prophet stated, “Satan is the first being who made a comparison.”[12] Using his own flawed, misleading logic, Satan compared fire to clay and assumed that fire was far superior to clay. He argued, “Shall I prostrate myself before one whom You created of clay?” and “Do You see this that You have honored above me?” (Isra 17:61–62) With his disrespectful words, Satan dared to blame God for His decision by claiming that he was nobler than Adam.




    This first comparison was made during a debate to defend his actions. Satan’s mind was clouded with pride and this caused him to fall into a bottomless abyss. In a hadith reported by Anas ibn Malik, the noble Prophet states, “Iblis will wear the first garment made of fire.”[13] So, on the Day of Judgment, the father of debaters shall be punished by wearing the first garment made out of his own essence—fire!




    The essence and nature of his aids




    As a result of failing his test, Satan was turned inside out, and all that he kept inside was now out on the surface. The contradictions embedded in his essence surfaced. There was no sign of remorse throughout all these events. He chose to exploit all his abilities in the name of evil. Consequently, he closed all gates opening to good and caused the decay of the seeds of good which had been originally placed in his essence. The end product was a being composed of nothing but evil.




    This is Satan, who chooses his aids from among jinn and humans. He selects those who have closed their souls to repentance and those who have stained their conscience. He whispers fancy words into their hearts, asking them to join him. He then uses them for his devious plans. Joining forces with Satan, these individuals even harass Prophets:




    Likewise did We make for every Prophet a hostile opposition from among the satans of humankind and the jinn, whispering and suggesting to one another specious words by way of delusion. Yet had your Lord willed (and compelled everybody to behave in the way He wills), they would not have done it: so leave them alone with what they have been fabricating. And the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter incline toward it (their deluding speech) and take pleasure in it, and they continue perpetrating the evils that they have long been perpetrating. (An’am 6:112–113)




    As shown at the beginning of the verse above, whether human or jinn, those who display such behavioral traits as stubbornness, arrogance, instigation, treachery, hypocrisy and rebellion are considered to be satanic beings.[14] Ata, Mujahid and Qatada heard Ibn Abbas state, “There are jinn and human satans; if the jinn satan fails to deceive a believer, he will use a human satan to pester him.” The noble Prophet asked Abu Dharr, “Have you taken refuge in God from the jinn and human satans?” Abu Dharr replied, “Is there a human satan?” The noble Prophet answered, “Yes, and they are more detrimental than the jinn.”[15]




    Creating a Satan for every Prophet from among the jinn and humankind is a law implemented by God in social life. The pharaoh, for instance, was the satan of Moses and Abu Jahl was the satan of Muhammad, upon whom be peace and blessings. In every period of history, good has been relentlessly challenged by evil. This is a law placed in the universe by its Creator.[16] In the Qur’an, those who behave like Satan are described as satans:




    When they meet those who believe, they declare (hypocritically), “We believe,” but when they are alone in secret with their (apparently human) satans, they say, “Assuredly we are with you; we (were) only jesting.” (Baqara 2:14)




    Those who give advice to hypocrites are also human beings, but they are described as ‘(human) satans’ and this suggests that these evil ones are no different from Satan.




    When they gather in their secret organizations and tutor their pupils of evil instigation, they say, “We are really with you; you can be sure of that.” The use of shayatin (‘satans’ in the plural) in the verse above clearly shows that they are multiple in number.[17]




    THE CREATION OF SATAN




    The time of his creation




    Let us briefly study the creation of humans before we scrutinize the time Satan was created. The creation of Adam occurred within a stretch of time. First, God gave potential to clay to be a human. Then, He created living cells from clay and these cells were subjected to many different processes and filtrations before a human form appeared: “He created him from earth, then said to him, ‘Be!’ And he was” (Imran 3:59). As the verse clearly suggests, Adam was created from the earth. This means that all human beings originated from the earth. In this process the soil was mixed with water first, and it became clay: “I am creating a mortal (man) out of clay” (Sad 38:71). Then, this mixture of water and soil dried, decomposed and developed the right components for living cells, which were then filtered: “We created humankind (in the very beginning) from a specially sifted extract of clay” (Mu’minun 23:12). Later, these refined cells would become a human being. This single man’s partner was also produced from him: “O humankind! In due reverence for your Lord, keep from disobedience to Him Who created you from a single human self, and from it created its mate” (Nisa 4:1). Later joining with his mate he could begin to reproduce, “and from the pair of them scattered abroad a multitude of men and women” (Nisa 4:1).




    So, humankind’s origin lies within soil. The soil was transformed into clay and passed through a chemical process of purification where cells were filtered and perfected. Reproduction was based on the joining of male and female. A human being goes through particular stages in the mother’s womb before becoming a human being. Just like their great ancestor Adam, human beings go through stages of creation. The holy Qur’an explains the stages of the development of the human embryo:




    O humankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, (consider that) We created you from earth (in the beginning while there was nothing of your existence as humankind), and the material origin of every one of you is earth. Then (We have created you) from a drop of (seminal) fluid, then from a clot clinging (to the womb wall), then from a lump in part shaped and in part not shaped, and differentiated and undifferentiated, and so do We clarify for you. (Hajj 22:5)




    Upon arrival in this world, a human being continues to travel through different stages. Following birth, we experience stages such as babyhood, childhood, adolescence, maturity and old age. Of course, that is if we do not meet death during one of the earlier stages. One should acknowledge God’s power and divine wisdom by contemplating the fact that He converted soil into dried and decomposed clay, and from that He created man.[18]




    The jinn, on the other hand, were created before humans, from an intense blaze of fire (nar al-samum). This is a unique fire with a venomous quality which would fry a human being instantly upon the slightest touch. Enes ibn Malik transmits a hadith which supports the earlier creation of Satan: “The Messenger of God said, ‘When God created Adam and kept him in the Garden for a period of time, Satan constantly stalked him to discover his weaknesses. When he observed the emptiness in him, he realized that man was created weak, in such a way that he is incapable of controlling his carnal desires.’”[19]




    Satan persistently stalked Adam, the father of humanity, trying to discover all the weak points of his future adversary. Satan’s possession of such tactical knowledge suggests that he existed before Adam. As a matter of fact, all the verses which explain how Satan refused to bow down before Adam prove that he was created before humans.




    The reasons for Satan’s creation




    When we observe our environment, we realize that everything is created with a divine purpose. No entity can be described as purposeless.[20] Therefore, there is also divine purpose in the creation of Satan.




    First, as explained above, Satan was ordered to bow down before Adam, but his pride and arrogance overcame him and he became a stubborn, rebellious unbeliever. Since Adam was the tool which unearthed his feelings of rebellion and unbelief, he became his archenemy. Satan made an oath to lead humankind astray from the right path. Now, humankind became his eternal enemy, so he strives with all his capabilities to see his adversary suffer, both in this world and in the one after.[21] Being in this situation, facing such an enemy, humans should always be alert and forewarned. While we live in accordance with the purpose of our creation, we should utilize the control mechanism with which we have been blessed in the most efficient way possible.[22] This means the existence of Satan causes humans to lead lives of awareness and alertness.




    Second, this world is a place of trial and testing: God “has created death and life, so that He may try you (and demonstrate to yourselves) which of you is best in deeds” (Mulk 67:2). So, we are faced with various tests that appear as means of assessment throughout our lives, and Satan is one of them.




    Third, our Lord informs us of Satan’s animosity toward man and instructs us also to declare him our enemy. What is expected of us is to oppose Satan and his beliefs and actions. We are expected to behave submissively to God, not to Satan. Evidently, this enhances our spiritual essence, bringing us closer to our Lord. Humans will only attain the highest level of humanity by contesting their eternal enemy. Bediüzzaman Said Nursi tackles the issue from a unique perspective:




    It is not an evil that God created and creates devils and apparently evil and disastrous acts, for they produce good and important results. For example, angels do not rise to the higher spiritual ranks because devils cannot tempt them into deviation. Animals have fixed stations, and so cannot rise to higher stations or fall to lower ones. But human beings can acquire endless ranks or stations, all the way from the top to the bottom. There is an infinitely long line of spiritual evolution between the ranks of the greatest Prophets and saints and such people as Pharaoh and Nimrod.




    Thus, this world is the field, and this life the term, in which people are tested so that elevated diamond-like spirits may be distinguished from base coal-like ones. This is why devils were created and Prophets were sent with Divine commandments. Without such testing, good and evil could not be distinguished and would be treated equally: the spirit of Abu Bakr, who rose to the highest level after the Prophets, would remain at the same level as that of Abu Jahl, who fell to the lowest level.[23] Thus, the creation of devils and evil is wholly good, for they cause good and universal results to be achieved. Those who suffer because of them do so because of their own weakness, misuse of their free will, or some external circumstances that they caused to appear. As a result, all evil and misfortune that happen to people lie in themselves, not in God’s creation of them.




    If you ask: As sending Prophets has caused many or even most people to become unbelievers because of Satan’s seduction, how can you say that creating evil things and acts is good, that raising Prophets is a mercy for humanity?




    Answer: As quality is always far more important than quantity, we should consider only qualitative values in making our judgment. To cite an example: 100 date stones are worth only 100 cents until they are planted and grow into palm trees. But if only 20 grow into trees and the remaining 80 rot because of over-watering, how can you say it is an evil to plant and water them? Everyone would agree that it is wholly good to have 20 trees at the expense of 80 date stones, since 20 trees will give 20,000 date stones. Again, 100 peacock eggs are worth maybe 500 cents. But if she sits on the eggs and only 20 hatch, who can say it is an evil that 80 eggs were spoiled in return for 20 peacocks? On the contrary, it is wholly good to have 20 peacocks at the expense of 80 eggs, because the 20 peacocks will be worth far more than the eggs and will lay more eggs.




    And so it is with humanity. Our being raised up by Prophets, as well as our fight against Satan and our carnal self, result in the loss of animal-like people, unbelievers, and hypocrites (more in number but poorer in quality) in exchange for hundreds of thousands of Prophets, millions of saints, and billions of people of wisdom and sincerity—the suns, moons, and stars of the human world.[24]




    Evidently, the creation of Satan and his aids is not evil, but following their path and becoming their dupes is evil.




    Satan’s interaction with Adam




    When Adam was created, Satan was residing in heaven among the angels. As the angels were ordered to bow down before Adam, Satan was also among the addressees. However, his nature was different from that of the angels. The angels “do not disobey God in whatever He commands them, and carry out what they are commanded (to carry out)” (Tahrim 66:6). So, the angels, who received divine praise, immediately bowed down in prostration. Satan was the only being who refused and so prepared his own fate.




    Prostration carries the meanings of respect, humility and submission. It is the opposite of arrogance. Literally, it can be interpreted as bowing down and placing the forehead on the ground. Since prostration has the meaning of surrendering and humility, it also means total submission of the heart to the One it is performed for. Although it is generally against Islam to prostrate before anyone but God, the prostration of the angels before Adam was a unique situation. The act should be evaluated from their own reality of agreeableness.[25] Disobedience by the angels was out of the question, since they receive pleasure out of inexorably serving God. If prostration is performed for God, it becomes worship.[26] When it is done for someone else, it carries the meaning of glorifying and honoring the one before whom it is performed. Prostration can also be a form of respect and admiration; this is the kind which was performed by his father and brothers to Prophet Joseph.[27]




    The prostration of the angels before Adam was an act of honoring Adam, acknowledging his virtue and grace, and, more importantly, it was an act of worshipping God. Just as we turn toward the Ka’ba to worship God, after receiving their orders the angels regarded Adam as their qibla (the direction faced in the prayer). Hence they actually worshipped God in full submission to the order while bowing down before Adam.[28] Satan, however, did not bow to Adam and thus he disobeyed God. He did not comprehend the fine detail of obedience; therefore, he refused, rebelled and became an unbeliever. He did not become an unbeliever because he denied the existence of God, but because of his rebellion against Him. He refused to bow, even though acknowledging the divine truth.




    Faith is a complete entity which cannot be divided. The rules and verdicts of Islam are also complete, and they cannot be divided. Denying a single ruling of religion means denying Islam altogether. If a person who believes in God and in the Day of Judgment refuses to accept a single verse from the Qur’an, he has stepped out of the holy circle of Islam. The same rule applies to someone who claims that something is lawful when God has clearly forbidden it. Satan had heard the commandment of God but disobeyed it. He belittled Adam, and thus he became the victim of his own egotism and haughtiness.




    When Satan refused to prostrate before Adam, God Almighty said, “O Adam, surely this is an enemy to you and your wife; so let him not drive the two of you out of the Garden, lest you become distressed” (Ta Ha 20:117). They were further warned, “O Adam! Dwell you and your spouse in the Garden, and eat (of the fruits) thereof where you desire, but do not approach this tree, or you will both be among the wrongdoers” (A’raf 7:19). Then, Satan began to whisper suggestions to them, bringing openly before their minds all their shame that had been hidden from them before:




    Then Satan made an evil suggestion to both of them that he might reveal to them their private parts that had remained hidden from them (and waken their carnal impulses), and he said, “Your Lord has forbidden you this tree only lest you should become sovereigns, or lest you should become immortals.” (A’raf 7:20)




    What harm was Adam causing to anyone? He was dwelling in the Garden, observing the manifestations of the Most Beautiful Names of God in contentment and gratification. However, his submission and acquiescence and the total tranquil obedience which he displayed toward his Lord added more fuel to Satan’s rage. Was Adam not the cause of his expulsion? Revenge was sweet and Adam had to be punished accordingly. This is why Satan searched constantly for a weakness in Adam, and he found it. God Almighty had shown a tree to Adam and his partner and said, “Do not approach it.” In fact, approaching this tree was part of Adam’s nature. It was the only way that the tree of Adam’s future generations would blossom. Yet, he was confronted with a test, and he had to obey the commandment of his Lord. Finally, Satan’s devious trickery worked, and Adam reached out to the forbidden tree. However, this period of blunder did not last, and Adam repented. Feeling regret, he quickly regained his composure and submitted to his Lord:




    Adam received from his Lord words that he perceived to be inspired in him (because of his remorse, and he pleaded through them for God’s forgiveness). In return He accepted his repentance. He is the One Who accepts repentance and returns it with liberal forgiveness and additional reward, the All-Compassionate. (Baqara 2:37)




    Adam pleaded with his Lord to teach him what to say so that he might be forgiven. He desired to knock on the door of mercy so that once again he could enter His exalted presence. Adam’s sincere submission and repentance brought heavenly mercy. His Lord accepted his contrition. A hadith explains, “When you repent and ask for His forgiveness it will be regarded as if you had never committed that sin.”[29] This means that from this point on, it would be wrong to assign a lapse to Adam, since he offered the most acceptable of atonement, and it would be indecent to ascribe a sin to Adam, the Safiyu’llah (‘the Chosen of God’).




    Unlike Adam, who turned to his Lord and atoned, Satan stubbornly refused and continued his revolt. This is the difference between those who make an error and those who willfully rebel. On one side, there is a soul in total submission even in the process of being expelled from Paradise. His future family tree will yield fruits such as the perfection of manner, Prophet Muhammad, and once again the children of Adam will begin their quest for Paradise. On the other side, the cursed soul of Satan is in constant descent. Every minute that passes by, he is falling further toward gayya, an abyss at the bottom of hell.[30]




    There are various explanations regarding the tree that Adam and his partner were ordered to keep away from; some say it was a fig tree and others have suggested plants such as hyacinth, wine or wheat. However, there are no clear indications, neither in the Qur’an, nor in authentic hadith, as to the definition of this tree. Perhaps the Almighty mentions the ‘forbidden tree’ in a symbolic sense. All we have been informed is that it had the potential to obliterate Adam’s serenity and happiness.[31]




    The Qur’an explains that Adam and his partner approached the tree and “when they tasted the tree, their private parts (and all the apparently shameful, evil impulses in their creation) were revealed to them, and both began to cover themselves with leaves from the Garden” (A’raf 7:22). Once they had disobeyed the commandment, they discovered something new about themselves which was already implanted in their nature. This series of events suggests that the metaphorical meaning of the ‘tree’ described by the revelations is nothing other than sexual interaction between Adam and his spouse. The fact of the matter is that human beings are created in pairs of male and female so that they can reproduce. At first God prevented them from discovering this impulse placed in their nature, but then He used it as a means of assessment.




    All that is said about the issue—which inevitably caused the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden—does not go further than mere speculation because God has not provided clear information revealing the meaning of this ‘forbidden tree.’ It is unnecessary to insist on the definition, since we will never be able to achieve a definite result. All we need to know is that Adam and his spouse encountered an attractive sensation which they had not felt before and this was their test. Although they had been cautioned about the forbidden tree, Satan succeeded in his devious plan to persuade them, and as a result they were subjected to a serious admonishment. However, as soon as they realized their mistake, they repented in humility and turned to their Lord for forgiveness. God, the Owner of Infinite Mercy accepted their sincere prayers and forgave them.
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