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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to a Lifetime of Fun

I believe in shooting and hunting, in owning and using firearms. I enjoy and promote this citizen’s right and hope you will also and that you will do so safely.

Safe shooting provides a lifetime of fun, and so much more. We only need to pay attention to a few simple practices, principles that once learned become automatic.

The five million members of the National Rifle Association (NRA) are at the forefront of shooting and promoting shooting safety. And they have a proud record of achievement as well as activism. Perhaps you were not aware that:

• More than 120,000 certified NRA instructors train about 750,000 gun owners every year.

• Courses are available to teach the fundamentals of basic rifle, pistol, shotgun, and muzzleloading firearms, personal protection, ammunition reloading, and much more.

• Nearly 7,200 certified coaches are specially trained to work with young competitive shooters.

• Since the establishment of the lifesaving “Eddie Eagle GunSafe Program” in 1988, more than twenty-eight million pre-kindergarten to fourth-grade children have learned what to do if they see a firearm in an unsupervised situation.

• During the past seven years, “Refuse to Be a Victim” seminars have helped more than fifteen thousand men and women develop their own personal safety plan using common-sense strategies.

That’s the broad picture of the NRA’s commitment to firearms safety. As far as you and I are concerned, on a personal level, the NRA safety program can be summarized by a few relatively simple principles. Follow these and I can just about guarantee you a lifetime of fun.

1. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.

This is the primary rule of gun safety. A safe direction means that the gun is pointed so that even if it were to go off it would not hurt anyone or damage something nearby. The key to this rule is to control where the muzzle or front end of the barrel is pointed all the time. And common sense dictates the safest direction, depending on the circumstances.

2. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.

When you’re holding a gun, rest your finger on the trigger guard or along the side of the gun. Until you’re actually ready to fire, don’t touch the trigger.

3. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use.

Whenever you pick up a gun, immediately engage the safety and, if the gun has a magazine, remove it before opening the action and looking into the chamber(s), which should be clear of ammunition. If you do not know how to open the action or inspect the chamber(s), leave the gun alone and get help from somebody who does.
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Ensure your firearm is unloaded and pointing in a safe direction.

We live in an unusual time and place. With the world in turmoil, America has generally managed to honor its egalitarian principles and, though some people might disagree, to maintain the basic rights guaranteed to citizens in its founding documents. Freedom to worship as one pleases. Freedom to speak one’s mind. Freedom against unreasonable searches and seizures. Freedom to own a firearm. These are precious liberties, ones that are rare in the world. Freedom together with other promises--such as freedom of assembly and of the press–is standard nowhere else.
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Always keep your finger off the trigger until you’re ready to shoot.

It is not the responsibility of our government—local to national—to ensure our liberty, to maintain our rights as citizens. This responsibility belongs to us, to the citizens of the United States. It cannot be delegated or assigned, and it must not be ignored. It is our living entitlement to keep our freedoms alive, for us, for our children, and for their children. And every generation has to pay its dues.

These freedoms are a “package deal.” By allowing one of them to be hedged about by government and its agents, we endanger them all. A minor infringement here to “ensure our safety,” a small encroachment there to “promote the common good.” Whatever the reason given, these minor adjustments to our liberties soon become wholesale opportunities to dismember our rights as citizens. And so I wholeheartedly support the Second Amendment, and the First and the Thirteenth, as well all of the other twenty-four.

Nevertheless, because it is entirely up to us to protect and promote our freedoms, we have to exercise what I like to think of as a “freedom opportunity.” We can do this in a lot of ways: by considering the issues and the candidates for elective office, and then voting intelligently, and by speaking our minds with firmness, facts, and even passion. We can also protect our freedom by remembering that at every level, we the citizens created government, we are its masters; government did not create us and must not be allowed to define us.

In the case of the Second Amendment, our right to possess firearms, if we do not engage, do not own firearms, do not shoot and hunt, those who wish to remove this freedom from the Bill of Rights may do so at their leisure–and they will. Then, at some point, they may wish to eliminate freedom of assembly or our right to speak our mind.

In my experience, once these rights become abridged, the people don’t get them back without a very long and unpleasant fight, if ever.

One of the principal ways we preserve and protect our opportunities to shoot and enjoy the outdoors with firearms is by safe shooting—practicing conscious safety at all times around guns. Mindfulness begins at the sales counter where dozens of firearms are on display. From the moment you first pick up your gun, it is crucial that you understand the responsibility and that you practice awareness. Begin your firearms handling or ownership with the end in mind—a lifetime of fun—and you will go a long way toward achieving that end.

We read, unfortunately, about someone who has handled a gun carelessly, forgotten the cartridge in the chamber of a semi-automatic or shot at movement in the bush rather than at an identifiable target. An accident can happen anywhere. And most accidents take place in settings and activities where accidents are easily preventable: at home.

A moment ago I mentioned that safe gun handling practices need to become automatic, and that’s true. I believe that. But a new word has become popular lately that may better describe what I mean by “automatic,” a word that is practically synonymous with awareness, and that is “mindfulness.” It’s a good word for us to apply to handling firearms. Mindfulness is a state of active, open concentration on the present, a state of living in the moment by giving it our complete attention.
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The Bill of Rights

The necessary two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress ratified the Bill of Rights on September 28, 1789. As sent to the states for approval, the Bill of Rights contained twelve proposed amendments to the Constitution. Amendments one and two did not receive the necessary approval from three-quarters of the states. As a result, amendment three in the original Bill of Rights became the first amendment to the Constitution. It and the remaining nine were ratified and made effective on December 15, 1791. This copy on vellum was signed by the Speaker of the House, Frederick Muhlenberg; the Vice President, John Adams; the Secretary of the Senate, Samuel Otis; and the Clerk of the House, John Beckley.

The Second Amendment is written as “Article the fourth: A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

Guns of all ages and sizes, shapes and calibers, have to be handled consciously, with awareness that they could be loaded. And thus someone could get hurt; someone could die if we’re not being responsible. Even if you are absolutely certain that a gun is not loaded, handle it as if it were because you’re forming a habit, and the consequences of a moment of inattention or carelessness can be disastrous.

I’ve often discussed our Second Amendment freedoms with celebrities who are rabidly anti-gun or with the media who claim to be—and sometimes truly are—unbiased when reporting a news story. Inevitably they all bring up some sad case of a recent accidental shooting, as if the story speaks volumes, speaks to the actions and even the intent of all of us who collect firearms and hunt with them and enjoy recreational shooting. Of course, they are wrong. The mainstream media neglect to report the countless stories of armed American citizens who successfully defend their families and property from those wishing to do them harm.

If you have an accident with a firearm however, whether or not anyone is injured, you can expect to be featured on the front page of the newspaper. You might very well find your story and any related photograph—something as meaningless as a picture of your home—syndicated by a national media network of which then says very ugly things about you. The facts may be incorrectly reported, half-true, and even distorted. Quite a number of unflattering characteristics may be attributed to you. This won’t be personal, but it will feel that way.

The damage caused by carelessness is harmful to the entire firearms community in North America. It harms the twenty-five million hunters, competitors, and recreational shooters. It harms the fifteen million concealed-carry permit holders. It harms the 325 million citizens of the United States who believe in and honor our rights as citizens.

Carelessness with a firearm reverberates coast to coast because any unfortunate incident is endlessly repeated by the media—the more informed and the not-so-informed bloggers and hired pundits. The facts are often twisted to suit political and social objectives that may conflict with our liberties. Unsafe gun handling—and this could be careless storage or cleaning, as well as actively pulling the trigger—chips away not only at the Second Amendment, our right to bear arms, but at all of our liberties. Abridge our right to bear arms and it becomes easier to restrict our right to worship as we please or to speak uncomfortable truths to power.

And so I believe that safe gun handling, that lifetime of fun that I spoke of at the outset, is essential to preserving our lives, our liberties, and our pursuit of happiness. So be safe, be mindful, and keep shooting! Whether a hunter, a collector, or a target shooter, the best way for any firearms owner to understand gun safety is to know a bit of their history, how they are designed, and how they operate. That means we’re going to take a look at each type of firearm. Just make sure to remember the fundamental rules of gun safety and how they apply to you. For a lifetime of fun, make them habits you and your family will practice for generations:

1. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.

2. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.

3. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use.

Every American citizen is born with the right to keep and bear arms. Part of that right is a duty to store and use them carefully; respect your rights.


THE ANATO OF YOUR FIREARMS

The Revolver

The revolver is a repeating firearm with a rotating cylinder containing multiple chambers and a barrel. We generally think of revolvers as handguns, but the revolving chamber design has also been applied to rifles and shotguns.

Inventors toiled for centuries in a quest to create a multiple-shot firearm. Firing, reloading, and firing a single-shot muzzleloader was a slow and tedious process. There had to be an easier way. Samuel Colt patented his first revolver in 1836. Though an unsuccessful venture at first, an order for one thousand guns from Captain Sam Walker of the Texas Rangers provided the capital and credibility needed to establish Colt as one of the premier firearm manufacturers in the world. Using the factories of Eli Whitney Jr., Colt fulfilled the order in 1847 and pioneered a method of mass production that would revolutionize American industry forever.

Early revolvers loaded powder and ball separately from the front of the cylinder (not from the front of the barrel like a musket). When loading, each chamber is rotated out of line with the barrel and charged from the front with loose powder and a slightly oversized ball that seals the chamber. The chamber is then aligned with the ramming lever underneath the barrel. Pulling the lever drives a rod into the chamber and seals the ball inside while holding the powder in place. Finally, the shooter inserts his percussion caps and fires. After each shot, the shooter tilts his revolver vertically while cocking the hammer. Such a move allows for any fragments from the spent percussion cap to fall clear rather than clog the action. Faster than a single-shot muzzleloader, this was still quite a slow process. If you needed to fire quickly, these percussion-cap revolvers could not be effectively reloaded so people carried multiple guns or spare, pre-loaded cylinders.
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Historical Revolver

In the late 1850s Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson (Smith & Wesson) developed revolvers that fired the first metallic cartridges. That is when the modern revolver truly came into being. Built with a fixed cylinder, these single-action revolvers incorporated a loading gate at the rear of the cylinder. The gate allowed loading one cartridge at a time. After a shot, the rod under the barrel pressed rearward to eject the fired case.

The operation of a revolver depends on having several firing chambers in a cylindrical block. Each time the revolver’s hammer is cocked, the cylinder rotates to align the next chamber with the hammer and barrel. Chambers and cartridges are brought into alignment with the firing mechanism and barrel one at a time. In contrast, other repeating firearms—lever- and pump-action, and semi-automatics—use a single firing chamber and a mechanism that loads and then extracts cartridges.

Regardless of a revolver’s shot capacity, each chamber is reloaded manually, which still makes reloading a revolver slower than reloading a semi-automatic pistol. A small-caliber revolver, such as the Smith & Wesson 617 chambered in .22 LR, holds ten rounds. A large-caliber revolver with large cartridges, such as the Smith & Wesson 460V in .460 S&W Magnum, holds fewer rounds.

Except for replica guns, like those used in cowboy-action shooting for example, which load a single cartridge at a time past the loading gate, modern handguns are generally built with swing-out cylinders. The cylinder mounts on a pivot that is coaxial with the chambers, and the cylinder swings out and down, usually to the left. An extractor is fitted, operated by a rod projecting from the front of the cylinder assembly. When pressed to the rear, the rod pushes shells out of the chambers simultaneously. The cylinder may then be loaded, singly by hand or with a speed-loader, closed, and latched in place.

Types of Revolvers

There are two basic types of revolvers, single-action and double-action.

A single-action (SA) revolver requires you to pull the hammer back to manually cock it before each shot. Doing so revolves the cylinder to the next round and leaves the trigger with a “single action” to perform—releasing the hammer to fire the shot. That makes the effort and distance needed to actually pull the trigger minimal, but to fire a second shot, the hammer must be manually cocked again. The need to manually cock the hammer acts as a safety, as there is none built into the gun. The most obvious example of a single-action revolver is the Colt .45 Single Action Army, popularly known as “The Gun That Won the West.”
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Single-Action Revolver

With a double-action (DA) revolver, pulling the trigger moves the hammer back to the cocked position, indexes the cylinder to the next round, and then releases the hammer to strike the firing pin. You don’t need to separately cock a double-action gun before pulling the trigger; every trigger pull completes the cycle. A double-action revolver can be fired faster than a single-action, but the additional effort required for the longer, harder trigger-stroke may reduce accuracy.

Most double-action revolvers may be fired in two ways and hence may be designated DA/SA, such as Smith & Wesson’s 929. One firing mode is to cock the hammer with the thumb and then pull the trigger, single-action firing. The second is to simply pull the trigger from a hammer-down position, double-action firing.
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Revolver

Revolvers such as the Taurus CIA Model 650B2 are double-action only (DAO), sometimes referred to as “self-cocking.” These handguns lack the latch that enables the hammer to be locked to the rear, and thus can only be fired in the double-action mode. With no way to lock the hammer back, DAO designs tend to have bobbed or spurless hammers; the hammer may even be completely covered by the revolver’s frame. These guns are generally intended for concealed carry, because a hammer spur can snag on clothing when the revolver is drawn, especially if it is drawn hastily. The potential reduction in accuracy in aimed fire is offset by speed and increased concealment.

[image: image]

Double-Action Semi Auto

DA and DAO revolvers were the standard-issue police sidearm for decades, but in the 1980s the semi-automatic pistol took over this market. Semi-autos load faster and hold more cartridges or rounds; plus they often come with accessory rails for lights and lasers. Still, revolvers remain commercially popular because they are simpler to operate effectively, have greater overall reliability in difficult conditions, and can be kept loaded without fatiguing the springs.

The Semi-Automatic Pistol

“Pistol” designates a semi-automatic handgun, not a revolver, but the term is generally used to designate any handgun. The word pistol is thought to derive from Central European sources five or six hundred years ago.

Whatever the linguistic origin, semi-automatics have replaced revolvers for practically all military and law enforcement work, along with shooting games. In addition, the semi-auto is the handgun of choice for concealed carry. (The 9mm Beretta M9 has been the official pistol of the US military for twenty years.)

A semi-automatic handgun (sometimes called a self-loader) has only one chamber and barrel. Nothing revolves or rotates. Cartridges are loaded into a separate, reusable magazine that is inserted upward into the grip. Generally, cases are ejected and fresh cartridges load into the chamber by recoil energy or by using some of the hot, expanding gas from the previous shot. One bullet is fired and one empty case is ejected each time the trigger is pulled.

Most Americans accept that the semi-auto was invented by firearms designer John Browning, but the story is more complicated. The history of multi-shot firearms—usually meaning multiple barrels—may be almost a thousand years old. By the 1800s, quite a few Europeans were developing self-loading handguns in the era when Browning was learning the trade, Hiram Maxim, developer of the machine gun, Hugo Borchardt, Paul Mauser, and others.

It was Browning, however, who in 1896 moved the self-loading concept to the assembly line in cooperation with Belgian manufacturer Fabrique Nationale, and later in the US by Colt. Browning influenced nearly all categories of firearms design, but he contributed significantly to the evolution of auto-loading firearms. By inventing the telescoping bolt and integrating the bolt and barrel shroud into what is known as the pistol slide, his auto-loading pistols became both reliable and compact. Many of his century-old designs remain state-of-the-art.

Browning’s M1911 single-action semi-automatic pistol, magazine-fed and recoil-operated, was a work of persistence and genius. Variants of the short-recoil M1911, originally in .45 caliber, but often modified in style and cartridge size, remain widely in use around the world. After World War II and two decades after Browning’s death, most nations eventually adopted 9mm Parabellum caliber pistols employing Browning’s locked-breech design as standard-issue military pistols.
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Single-Action Semi Auto

Typically, the first round is manually loaded into the chamber by pulling back and releasing the slide mechanism, “racking the slide.” After the trigger is pulled and the round is fired, the handgun’s recoil or gas-feed operation extracts and ejects the shell casing and reloads the chamber.

Modern standard-issue semi-automatic pistols are usually double-action, also known as double-action/single-action (DA/SA). In this design, the hammer or striker may be cocked manually with the thumb or activated by pulling the trigger when firing the first shot. The hammer or striker is recocked automatically during each firing cycle.

In double-action pistols, the initial pull of the trigger requires significantly more pressure than subsequent firings. This is because the first pull also cocks the hammer, assuming it is not already cocked by hand.

Some modern semi-automatic pistols are double-action only (DAO). Each trigger pull fires a round until the gun and magazine are empty. This means that by pulling the trigger you cock the hammer (or striker or firing pin, depending on the gun’s internal design) and release it to fire a cartridge in one continuous motion. Each pull of the trigger on a DAO semi-auto requires the same amount of pressure. DAO semi-automatic pistols are primarily recommended in the smaller, self-defense, concealable pistols, rather than in target or hunting pistols.

A single-action semi-auto must be cocked by first racking the slide or bolt, or, if a round is already chambered, by cocking the hammer manually. All SA semi-automatics exhibit this feature, and automatically cock the hammer when the slide is first racked to chamber a round. A round can also be manually inserted in the chamber with the slide locked back and then released to seat the round. Then the safety can be applied. The famed Colt M1911 is an example of this style of action.
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Muzzleloading Rifle

The Rifle

A rifle is a long gun designed to be fired from the shoulder. Unlike a shotgun, a rifle fires a single projectile through a barrel that contains spiral grooves in its bore—the hole in the center of the barrel.
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