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Itty Bitty Princess Kitty was fast asleep when something woke her up. She sat up in bed. It was still dark in her room. What had awakened her?

Itty was just about to snuggle back under the covers when she heard a sound. And not just any sound. It was the mermaids from Mermaid Cove singing the time. As Itty listened, the mermaids sang eight notes, which meant it was eight o'clock. It also meant she had overslept!
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Itty sprang from bed. She had to get ready for school quickly! She couldn’t believe she had slept so late. Her parents, the King and Queen of Lollyland, must have too, or surely one of them would have knocked on her door.
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Itty was grabbing her backpack when she heard the mermaids again. This time Itty heard six notes, which didn’t make any sense. How could it be eight o'clock and then, minutes later, six o'clock? Itty peered out the window and saw that it was still dark outside. It wasn’t usually dark when she left for school.
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“Itty, slow down,” Queen Kitty murmured sleepily as Itty sped through the royal foyer.

“But, Mom, I’m going to be late for school!”

“Late?” The Queen looked confused. “Darling, you don’t have to leave for another hour. Why are you up so early?”

Now Itty looked confused.

“I heard the mermaids singing eight notes before!”

Itty’s mom smiled as she sipped her tea. “Your dad isn’t even awake yet. You must have miscounted.”

Itty frowned. Had she really just heard the notes wrong? Then she shrugged. “Well, I guess that means I have plenty of time for breakfast.”
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But by the afternoon, Itty was convinced she had not miscounted that morning. All day long, the mermaids had sung the wrong number of notes. At first Itty wondered why no one else seemed to notice. But she realized that most of her classmates were just paying attention to their rainbow desks, which changed color when it was time for a new lesson.
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Itty had always enjoyed listening to the mermaids sing the time, though. And now, Itty was sure something wasn’t right with the mermaids or their singing.
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That evening Itty sat in the royal dining room with her father.

“Where’s Mom?” Itty asked.

“I don’t know. It’s not like her to be late for dinner,” the King replied.

Itty looked around.

Just then the Queen rushed in. She explained that she had lost track of time.
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