


[image: Cover]







When the Southern Lights Went Dark







Also by Mary Louise and J. Candace Clifford


Women Who Kept the Lights (3 editions)


Mind the Light, Katie


Lighthouses Short and Tall


Nineteenth-Century Lights


Maine Lighthouses


Also by Mary Louise Clifford


From Slavery to Freetown


When the Great Canoes Came


Lonesome Road


Bisha of Burundi


Salah of Sierra Leone


The Shalamar Code


Le Code Shalamar


The Land and People of Afghanistan (3 editions)


The Land and People of the Arabian Peninsula


The Land and People of Malaysia


The Land and People of Liberia


The Land and People of Sierra Leone


The Noble and Noble African Studies Program







When the Southern Lights Went Dark

THE LIGHTHOUSE ESTABLISHMENT DURING THE CIVIL WAR


MARY LOUISE CLIFFORD AND J. CANDACE CLIFFORD



[image: frn_fig_002.png]


Essex, Connecticut







In memory of Candace, who began collecting documents to support this volume in 2000. After she turned over her collection to Mary Louise, she helped her find all the missing documentation. Some of the illustrations were found in the J. Candace Clifford Lighthouse Research Catalog, Candace’s final project.

Candace died on August 15, 2018, but her contribution was essential and her name belongs on the cover. Would that she could see this book in print.




Front cover image: Mobile Point Lighthouse soon after the capture of Fort Morgan by Union forces in August 1864. Engineer Bonzano wrote to 8th district inspector Eagle on March 1, 1866, in regard to the exhibition of the temporary light at Mobile Point. Rather than waste time on the badly damaged tower, Bonzano preferred the erection of a wooden building on screw-piles outside of the fort’s protection. Note the temporary light structure being erected to the left of the old tower. US Naval Historical Center photo #NH 51942.
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1860Before the War







CHAPTER 1USLHT Guthrie Sails

When Captain J.W. Perry, master of the lighthouse supply vessel Guthrie, furled his sails and anchored at Amelia Island on the Atlantic Coast of Florida late in November 1860, keeper J. Woodland1 didn’t need food rations because he was close enough to Fernandina, Florida, to buy supplies there.

Woodland informed Perry that Abraham Lincoln had won the hotly contested presidential election. The local residents he encountered there were not happy. The South had voted overwhelmingly for Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge. Although Lincoln had never endorsed the abolition of slavery, stating only that it should not spread to the territories, few Southerners believed him. Southern radicals were calling for the South to secede from the Union, basing their argument on states’ rights—if the states had voluntarily joined the Union, they also could leave it whenever they chose.2

When Captain Perry sailed into Key West, keeper Barbara Mabrity at Key West Light Station told him that South Carolina had indeed seceded on December 20. She hoped that the Federal troops at Fort Taylor would protect the Florida Keys from secessionists. When Perry reached Sand Island Lighthouse off the coast at Mobile, Alabama, keeper Robert Gage3 informed him that Mississippi, Florida, and Alabama had seceded on January 9, 10, and 11. Perry stopped briefly at Fort Pike on the west side of Pensacola Bay, then supplied the stations at Mobile Point, Mobile Bay, and Choctaw Point. Officers there told him they intended to hold the fort for the Union, regardless of what the state authorities in Montgomery did.


[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg]
At Biloxi Light in Mississippi keeper Mary Reynolds4 was anxious about the Federal stores in her possession—the sperm oil burned in the lamps, the lamps themselves and the valuable Fresnel lens that projected her light, her tools for cleaning and maintaining the lamps and lens, and indeed her household furnishings. COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES #26-LG-34-22A.



Captain Perry kept his crew on board the supply ship, fearing what might happen if the men found their way to the bars in Biloxi.

The lightkeepers at Chandeleur Island, Ship Island, Cat Island, and Round Island Light Stations off the coast of Mississippi all welcomed the Guthrie. Their bushels of potatoes and onions were long gone, and they were much in need of six months’ new rations: 100 pounds of beef, 50 pounds of pork, 1/2 barrel of flour, 121/2 pounds of rice, 5 gallons of beans, 2 bushels of potatoes, 1/2 bushel of onions, 25 pounds of sugar, 12 pounds of coffee, and 4 gallons of vinegar.5

The stations lighting the Mississippi Delta were all many miles away from Mississippi’s capital, Baton Rouge, so that Captain Perry had no difficulty supplying South Pass, Southwest Pass, Pass a L’Outre, and Head of Passes Light Stations. Indeed he supplied all the lighthouses on the coast of Louisiana and continued his mission uninterrupted until he reached Galveston, Texas, in April.

Texas had seceded on February 1, 1861. Local port authorities in Galveston seized the Guthrie and told Captain Perry and his crew that they could not leave that port.6


[image: chpt_fig_002.jpg]
Supply vessel Guthrie, which carried supplies to lightkeepers: oil for the lamps; wood and coal for the kitchen stove and the stove in the watch room below the lantern and to run the steam fog signal; paint and whitewash to protect the buildings; and tools and materials. COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES #26-LSH-38-1.




USLHT Guthrie was a private schooner built in 1856, purchased by the Light-House Board in 1859, and used as a supply tender in the 2nd Lighthouse District, headquarters in New Bedford, Massachusetts.7

“A light house tender is any commissioned vessel of the Lighthouse Establishment (other than a lightship).… Their responsibilities were to maintain, support, or ‘tend’ the various lighthouses along America’s coasts, providing support, fuel, mail, and transportation. These tenders also towed lightships to their station after maintenance or if they drifted off station. When buoys became a more standard form of aids to navigation, the tenders were tasked with tending them as well.”8

A schooner is a sailing ship, propelled by the wind and much trickier to navigate than the steam vessels that were coming into more common usage during the Civil War.





DECEMBER 1860: THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD RECEIVED THE FIRST INDICATIONS OF TROUBLE


Meanwhile, back in Washington, the US Light-House Board received its first appeal for help. On December 18, 1860, the 6th district inspector, Commander Thomas T. Hunter, headquartered in Charleston, South Carolina, wrote Light-House Board naval secretary Raphael Semmes that he had reason to believe that the South Carolina legislature was about to secede from the Union. In a conversation with Mr. Colcock, the collector of customs in Charleston, Hunter had learned that “he [Col-cock] will tender his resignation as soon as South Carolina secedes, and that if the Ordinance of Secession commands him to do so, he will turn over all the public property in his possession to the State authorities.” Commander Hunter asked the Light-House Board for instructions as to what he should do with lighthouse property and who would disburse the approximately $7,000 per quarter that financed the Lighthouse Establishment in the 6th district.9

The Light-House Board discussed Hunter’s dilemma at its weekly meeting. He had promised in his oath of office to protect all the Federal property under his supervision to the best of his ability. More important, the collector of customs, a US Treasury Department employee, paid the salaries and bills of the Lighthouse Establishment. If Mr. Colcock favored secession, Commander Hunter would be unable to do his job.

The Lighthouse Establishment10 was under the jurisdiction of the Treasury Department.11 After consulting Secretary of the Treasury Philip Thomas, the Light-House Board decided that Commander Hunter himself should be charged with making federal government disbursements. He was notified by telegram to move his headquarters from Charleston, South Carolina, to Wilmington, North Carolina. His tender Helen was on shore being repaired. “As soon as that vessel and the Jasper are in condition, you will remove them as well as USLHT Cobb to Wilmington, which place you will hereafter regard as your headquarters.12 If Federal keepers are dismissed, or any other act is performed by the state of South Carolina inconsistent with Federal control, Commander Hunter should withdraw his care and supervision and withhold supplies and pay of the keepers.”13





CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, DECEMBER 20, 1860: SOUTH CAROLINA SECEDED FROM THE UNION


The authorities of South Carolina, however, prevented his three light tenders at Charleston from leaving the port. In addition, the light vessel stationed at Rattlesnake Shoals was seized by state officials and towed into the Port of Charleston.14

It was clear that other states would soon follow South Carolina’s lead. How was the Light-House Board to continue its operations in the South if dozens of lighthouses and lightships were seized by state authorities?

The US treasury secretary knew very well that trade in cotton from the South’s many ports and rivers was the foundation of America’s economy, contributing substantially to the federal budget. The modernization of the lighthouse system to facilitate commerce was nearly complete when South Carolina seceded. Fresnel lenses had been installed in all but a few minor range lights. Lightships were being replaced where possible by screw-pile lighthouses or by more powerful lights ashore. Only a half dozen Southern lighthouses, approved by Congress, remained to be erected.




DECEMBER 1860: THE NEW CROATAN LIGHTHOUSE WAS ILLUMINATED

The Notice to Mariners (next page) was published in the local newspapers.

As the New Year approached, news from the South was disturbing, but the members of the Light-House Board were confident that their supply vessel was provisioning all of the lighthouses on the Gulf Coast. They never imagined that the Guthrie could be taken captive near the end of her voyage.
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1861Hostilities Begin







CHAPTER 2The Light-House Board Took Stock


The 1860 Annual Report of the Light-House Board informed Congress that the United States had 425 lighthouses, 47 light vessels, and over 4,500 buoys.15 Of these, 185 lighthouses, 15 light vessels, and 743 buoys were in the Southern states.16 (A list of Southern lighthouses and their keepers in 1861 and 1863 is found in Appendix A.)



By 1859, the Light-House Board had nearly completed the modernization of the country’s lighthouse system. Almost every chandelier of outmoded reflectors had been removed and modern Fresnel lenses installed.

Tall, first-order lighthouses such as the 200-foot tower at Mobile’s Sand Island had just started to settle into the tidewater sands. The American lighthouse system was approaching its zenith when political hostility halted its progress.


JANUARY 1861: WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO FEDERAL PROPERTY IN SOUTH CAROLINA?

Sixth district lighthouse inspector Commander Thomas T. Hunter reported that on December 30, 1860, the governor of South Carolina had requested him to leave the state, authorizing him to take the lighthouse tender, but prohibiting him from removing any property in the buoy shed belonging to the United States. Two days later Governor Pickens forbade the removal from Charleston of the vessels belonging to the United States Lighthouse Establishment. Inspector Hunter could leave the state “if he goes by any land route.”17


[image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]
Lightships were being replaced on the Gulf Coast by offshore screw-pile lighthouses or by more powerful lights ashore. COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES #LG-102-CG.



On January 8, 1861, Commander Hunter reported the seizure of the Rattlesnake Shoals Light Vessel off Charleston. He reported also that his three tenders in Charleston Harbor had been confiscated by state authorities.18

Commander Hunter stayed on in Charleston, because on April 23 he sent his resignation as commander in the US Navy.19 He then joined the Confederate navy’s North Carolina Squadron and commanded the defenses at Gosport (later Norfolk) Navy Yard.

Jackson, Mississippi, January 9, 1861: Mississippi seceded from the United States.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 10, 1861: Florida seceded from the United States.

Montgomery, Alabama, January 11, 1861: Alabama seceded from the United States.

Atlanta, Georgia, January 19, 1861: Georgia seceded from the United States.

Commander Edward L. Handy, inspector of the 8th Lighthouse District, headquartered in Mobile, Alabama, wrote to the Light-House Board on January 20 that Confederate deputy collector Walter Smith had relieved him of the duties as lighthouse inspector of that portion of the 8th district within the limits of the state of Alabama.20 (The engineers and inspectors of the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th districts during the Civil War are listed in Appendix E.)

The next day T. Sanford, the Confederate collector of customs in Mobile, wrote to Commander Handy:


To obviate difficulties and to prevent embarrassments that may arise from conflicting authorities in the Lighthouse Establishment within the limits of the State of Alabama, I do hereby notify you that… I take possession of the several lighthouses within the state and all appurtenances pertaining to the same, due receipt for which will be given to you on the preparation of the necessary inventories.21







THE STATE OF ALABAMA TOOK POSSESSION

OF A LL F EDERAL P ROPERTY

On January 28, 1861, the Light-House Board learned that the state of Alabama had taken possession of all the lighthouses, etc., within the state limits. The 8th district comprised the whole of the states of Alabama and Mississippi, and parts of Florida and Louisiana, and as all of these states had seceded from the Union, there was no place within the district to which Commander Handy’s headquarters could be moved without subjecting him to the same difficulties that he had already in Mobile.

Light-House Board naval secretary Raphael Semmes pointed out to the secretary of the treasury that as a naval officer posted to Mobile, Handy “cannot leave his post without orders, and yet if he remained, he cannot perform his functions. I therefore respectfully request that the Board may be invested with power to relieve Commander Handy from duty as Inspector of the 8th Lighthouse District.”22

On January 31, the Confederate collector in Mobile, T. Sanford, appointed R.T. Chapman Confederate lighthouse inspector. He was to take possession and charge of the lighthouses at Choctaw Point, Mobile


[image: chpt_fig_005.jpg]
The central prisms and drum (in the case of a fixed optic) or bull’s-eye (in the case of a rotating optic) refracted the light into a horizontal beam, intensified by a powerful magnifying glass around the middle of the lens, resulting in a highly concentrated beam of light. In the case of a fixed lens, the light was concentrated into a 360-degree sheet of light. In the case of a rotating optic, the light was concentrated into beams, depending on how many flashes were employed. The lens rotated around a mechanical lamp, which burned oil pumped up from a reservoir either above or below the level of the burner by means of weighted clockworks. Only one lamp was needed, with from one to five concentric wicks, providing a great saving in oil consumption.23 PHOTO BY J. CANDACE CLIFFORD.





USLHT Alert was a private schooner purchased in 1855 for use in the 8th district. Seized by Confederates on January 18, 1861, she became the CSS Alert, operating out of Mobile. Recaptured by the USS Roanoke in October 1862, she was found to be useless.24



Point, and Sand Island and the range lights and buoys in Mobile Bay, together with the Light Boat Alert, and the stores, fixtures, and properties now in charge of Commander Handy, giving him the necessary receipts therefore.25

On the same date, Federal secretary of the treasury John A. Dix wrote to the secretary of the navy asking that “the necessary instructions may be given to relieve Commander Handy from duty as Inspector of the 8th district.”26

Handy himself informed Navy Secretary Semmes on February 1, 1861, that, “I have been obliged to vacate the offices, as by continuing to occupy them, would have been compelled to pay the year’s rent and to purchase some articles of furniture which would be liable to seizure.” Handy was given receipts for all the Federal property he surrendered. His two clerks joined the Confederacy.27




THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL AIDS TO NAVIGATION

“The United States Light-House Board, established by Congress in 1852, redivided the country into 12 districts, appointed a navy and an army officer as inspector and engineer in each District, issued rules and regulations for the overall management of the lighthouse system and detailed instructions to the individual keepers for operation of the lights, devised the classification of light houses, and mandated the use of the Fresnel lens. The Board raised the heights of many towers, lighted many dark sections of the coast, and issued an annual Light List, an expanded list of aids to navigation detailing the location and characteristics of every aid to navigation in service.”28


Each light was classified according to its position and use. Fresnel lenses came in six orders:


	1st-order Fresnel lenses were used in tall, primary seacoast lights, located at the most prominent points along the coast.

	2nd-order lenses were used in secondary seacoast lights and lake-coast lights, located on the inferior points along the coast and in broad sounds and bays.

	3rd-order lenses were used on lightships and on minor sounds and bays, and harbor and river lights.

	4th-, 5th-, and 6th-order lenses were used in sound, bay, river, and harbor lights.29 In the last classification were range, beacon, and pier lights.

	Taken from M. Léance Reynaud, Memoir Upon the Illumination and Beaconage of the Coasts of France.



Diagram showing how the elements of a Fresnel lens focus the light into a concentrated beam. As the lens rotates, the mariner sees a flash when the center of the bull’s-eye (and its accompanying dioptric prisms) passes his view. FROM M. LÉANCE REYNAUD.
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The Light-House Board met, as it did whenever it had business to transact, and discussed how secession was affecting the many aids to navigation that were its responsibility. (A complete roster of Light-House Board members during the Civil War appears in Appendix D.)

At its January meeting the Light-House Board could console itself that “the lights and all other aids to navigation on the southern coasts were amply supplied with all necessaries and in good condition before the time they were seized.” There was nothing yet to indicate that any lights except those of South Carolina and Alabama were dark.30

As ships brought mail from the southern coasts, however, the board learned that the lights were being extinguished one by one by the state governments, which were determined to deny these aids to navigation to the US Navy and commercial ships of the North. Seceding states moved quickly to seize forts, arsenals, customhouses, lighthouses, lightships, and tenders.

By the end of January 1861, almost three months before military hostilities began, the Frying Pan Shoals (North Carolina) Lightship was seized/sunk by the state of North Carolina. USLHT Jasper was seized on the ways during repairs by the state of North Carolina. Bowler’s Rock (Virginia) Lightship, Roanoke River (North Carolina) Lightship, Rattlesnake Shoal (South Carolina) Lightship, and Harbor Island (North Carolina) Lightship were removed, sunk, or destroyed by Confederate authorities.31




BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, JANUARY 26, 1861: LOUISIANA SECEDED FROM THE UNITED STATES

At their February 4 meeting, the US Light-House Board learned from 6th district engineer Captain William Henry Chase Whiting that engineer property of the Lighthouse Establishment was now in the possession of the state authorities of Georgia. On February 8, Captain Whiting reported that his office, furniture, etc., in Savannah had been taken possession of.32 Captain Whiting resigned from the United States Army on February 20, 1861, and joined the Confederate army where he was considered one of the most capable Confederate engineers.33

Walter H. Stevens was engineer of the 9th Lighthouse District (Texas and part of Louisiana) from November 1853 until Louisiana seceded.34 Once Louisiana had seceded, however, engineer Stevens could no longer perform any of his duties unless he swore allegiance to the Confederacy. Several keepers of lights in Louisiana and Florida forwarded their resignations as well, the reason given that their state had seceded.

On February 1, 1861, Navy Secretary Raphael Semmes informed Treasury Secretary J.A. Dix, that Lieutenant Joseph Fry, lighthouse inspector of the 9th district, “has resigned his Commission in the Navy.”35 Those inspectors who resigned their US Navy commissions generally transferred their allegiance to the Confederacy.36 In Confederate service Lieutenant Joseph Fry would command CSS Ivy at New Orleans and fight at the Head of the Passes in October 1861.37

Navy Secretary Jenkins would write to Lieutenant Fry in May: “There appears to be an unsettled balance against you on the books of this office. You will transmit your accounts and deposit any balance in your hands belonging to the United States Lighthouse Establishment with the Treasurer of the United States at Philadelphia, New York, or Boston.”38










CHAPTER 3Montgomery, Alabama, February 1861: The Seceded States Formed the Confederacy


[image: chpt_fig_007.jpg]
The Southern states. COURTESY OF PBS.ORG.



In February 1861, the Light-House Board learned that officials from the seceded states had met in Montgomery, Alabama, to form a loosely organized government. Jefferson Davis was elected president. On February 8, delegates adopted their version of the US Constitution, appropriately edited to preserve the values of the South, and all US laws that did not contradict the new law of the land. One of these laws was, of course, the 1789 Congressional act authorizing Federal support of all aids to navigation to encourage prosperity and maritime commerce. Central control in the South, however, never materialized. Local customs collectors continued to manage lighthouses under their jurisdiction.39

The North had an extensive railway system to transport goods. The South used a vast navigable river system. Reaching hundreds of miles inland, rivers connected two-thirds of the United States to ports on the Gulf. Congressman Jefferson Davis had worked diligently in the 1840s to ensure that southern coasts were well marked by a system of efficient lighthouses. As president of the Confederate States, he acted quickly to establish a Lighthouse Bureau with one of his top naval officers as chief.40


MARCH 6, 1861: THE CONFEDERATE CONGRESS ESTABLISHED A CONFEDERATE STATES LIGHTHOUSE BUREAU

On April 10, Confederate Treasury Secretary Christopher G.M. Memminger recommended Raphael Semmes to be bureau chief. Semmes had resigned his position as naval secretary of the United States Light-House Board. He reported for Confederate duty as early as April 4. Semmes planned a Southern lighthouse organization similar in makeup to the US Light-House Board but under the complete control of the navy. He hired a civilian chief clerk, Edward S. Pedgard.41

When Secretary Memminger reported to President Jefferson Davis that Semmes was withdrawing to go to sea, he recommended Commander Ebenezer Farrand of Perdido, Florida, to replace him as bureau chief.42 The Confederate treasury secretary appointed Thomas E. Martin as chief clerk on May 1, replacing Pedgard. Four days later, Commander Farrand reported to take charge. The next three weeks were spent moving the capital from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia.43 Bureau chief Farrand issued instructions for customs collectors to safeguard lighthouse property, especially the fine Fresnel lenses, and to pay keepers from the date their state seceded. This caused considerable confusion in determining whether Federal keepers had been paid while they waited to see when they would be displaced. (See Appendix F: Claims for Back Wages.)


Raphael Semmes, First Head of the Confederate Lighthouse Bureau


[image: chpt_fig_008.jpg]
Raphael Semmes, first head of the Confederate Lighthouse Bureau. COURTESY OF USLHS.ORG\HISTORY.



Raphael Semmes, who had served as the naval secretary of the United States Light-House Board from November 17, 1858, to February 11, 1861, reported for Confederate duty in April and had scarcely hired a clerk and appointed inspectors when Confederate cannons fired on Fort Sumter. Confederate Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory allowed Semmes to convert an unused vessel into a commerce raider, renamed the CSS Sumter. Semmes captured 18 US merchant ships, seven of which were burned and the others released on bond.

Semmes was en route back to the Confederacy when he received official notification of his promotion to captain and orders to return to England to take command of a new ship CSS Alabama. For almost two years Semmes and his crew traversed the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, eluding all pursuers. Of the total of 64 enemy vessels captured, 63 were either burned or released on bond, and one was converted into a satellite raider, Tuscaloosa. Adding to Semmes’s notoriety was his defeat of the USS Hatteras off the Texas coast on January 1, 1863, while masquerading the Alabama as a British vessel.

In mid-June 1864, Semmes sailed the Alabama to Cherbourg, France, for badly needed repairs requiring a dry dock. His departure from Cherbourg was interrupted by the arrival of the USS Kearsarge. On June 19, 1864, outside Cherbourg harbor, the two vessels engaged in a battle that lasted just over an hour and ended with the sinking of the Alabama.

Promoted to rear admiral in February 1865, Semmes was given command of the small James River Squadron. When the loss of Richmond became imminent, Semmes destroyed his ships. He escorted fleeing President Jefferson Davis south. Semmes was with General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina when Johnston surrendered his army on April 26, 1865.44




[image: chpt_fig_009.jpg]
At the Egmont Key Lighthouse guarding Tampa Bay, keeper George Ricard was instructed by the Confederate States collector to deceive the Union navy and “keep up such relations with the fleet as would induce them to allow him to remain in charge until such time as the lens and lamps bracket could be safely removed.” FROM FRANK LESLIE’S ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER DURING THE CIVIL WAR.



Confederate customs collectors were busy extinguishing lights in hopes that enemy ships would founder on unlit shoals. When Union blockaders went off in chase of sails, keeper Ricard immediately stripped the Egmont Key Lighthouse, burying the lens near Tampa. “Despite this, Union forces remained on the island, utilizing the lighthouse as a lookout station and creating a haven for locals looking for refuge.”45

Austin, Texas, February 1, 1861: Texas seceded from the United States.

Washington, DC, March 4, 1861: Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated as president of the United States.




MARCH 1861: THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS AT ST. AUGUSTINE JOINED THE CONFEDERACY

The importance of a disbursing agent was demonstrated at St. Augustine Light Station when the Light-House Board learned that the keeper of the lighthouse there had received no salary for a year past. “Paul Arnau is the Superintendent and Dispersing Officer, and the Board has not received any account from him since June 30, 1858; no funds have been sent to him since December 27, 1859. If we can find a new dispersing agent, funds will be sent.”46

Keeper James A. Mickler had, however, been receiving his salary. A Confederate pay voucher dated March 31, 1861, indicates that Collector Paul Arnau paid St. Augustine keeper Mickler $100 for the quarter beginning January 1. Paul Arnau joined the Confederate cause; he is listed in an Abstract of Disbursements of General Appropriations made by the Confederate superintendent of lights for the quarter ending March 31, 1861:





	James A. Mickler, Keeper of St. Augustine Light
	$100



	Mills O. Burnham, Keeper of Cape Canaveral Light
	$125



	Henry Wilson, Assistant Keeper Cape Canaveral
	$ 90



	Paul Arnau, Commission as Superintendent
	$  7.8747












APRIL 19, 1861: PRESIDENT LINCOLN DECLARED A BLOCKADE 
OF SOUTHERN PORTS FROM SOUTH CAROLINA TO TEXAS48


(The names of the blockading officers are listed in Appendix B.)

The tiny US Navy, 42 ships strong, began what would become a strangulating import blockade that would eventually help defeat the South economically. By the end of May 1861, blockaders had been assigned to the largest ports to cut off cotton exports and prevent the importation of crucial war supplies.49

With only four lighthouses still in operation, Commander Ebenezer Farrand left the bureau and returned to Confederate navy duty by September 20, 1861. Chief Clerk Thomas Martin was appointed as chief of the Lighthouse Bureau, ad interim, and served optimistically and loyally in that capacity until 1865, when the government surrounding the bureau simply dissolved.50










CHAPTER 4The 5th Lighthouse District Continued Operating throughout the Civil War

The 5th Lighthouse District was of particular importance because it included the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. One tributary, the Potomac River, was the gateway to the nation’s capital. The 5th district maintained continuity in its administration there. Captain John N. Macomb was engineer of the 5th district from June 1860 until October 1861; he was assisted by William J. Newman, designated at first as clerk engineer and then as assistant engineer. Lieutenant James H. North was inspector from September 1858 to February 1861.51

Inspector North resigned his commission in 1861. Because inspectors were naval officers, detailed to the Lighthouse Establishment, the Light-House Board asked the Navy Department for an officer to replace North. Within a week the Navy Department assigned a new inspector.52 Commander Charles F. McIntosh, however, served only until April 1861.53

The light stations under inspector McIntosh’s supervision included all those on the Maryland shore of the Chesapeake Bay (Maryland did not secede from the Union), as well as Alexandria, across the river from Washington, which the Union retook on May 14.54

Fortress Monroe, located on an island where the James River flows into Chesapeake Bay, remained in Union hands throughout the war. It was particularly important to the Lighthouse Establishment as a source of intelligence regarding darkened lighthouses and destroyed light vessels, as a place to store lighthouse property, and as an alternate source of transport to lighthouses and lightships where lighthouse tenders and supply ships had been captured or destroyed. Fortress Monroe even provided rations from its commissary to Amelia Dewees, keeper of Old Point Comfort Light, which was located within Fortress Monroe. That light shone throughout the war.56


[image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]
The light on Jones Point in Alexandria continued to guide ships to that important commercial port.55 PHOTO BY J. CANDACE CLIFFORD.




[image: chpt_fig_011.jpg]
Commander Thornton A. Jenkins, naval secretary of the United States Light-House Board, March 1861–1862. COURTESY OF ARLINGTON CEMETERY.



The Light-House Board also maintained its continuity. When naval secretary Raphael Semmes resigned in February to join the Confederacy, the navy replaced him with Commander Thornton A. Jenkins. On March 26, 1861, Navy Secretary Jenkins asked the 5th district engineer to ascertain whether or not the illuminating apparatus, utensils, supplies, etc., had been removed to the store house from the several lighthouses discontinued in the 5th district: Smiths Point at the mouth of Potomac River, Beacon Island Lighthouse, and Ocracoke Lighthouse. “It is desirable that every article belonging to these lighthouses be taken into store whenever opportunity may present itself.”57


JANUARY 1861: LIGHTHOUSES IN THE FLORIDA KEYS REMAINED IN FEDERAL CONTROL

Although Florida seceded on January 10, the state government never gained control of all of the lighthouses in Florida. The Dry Tortugas Light Station on Loggerhead Key remained in Union hands during the entire war because it was located in Fort Jefferson. Union troops were garrisoned there on January 18, 1861, and held the fort throughout the war.

Before Florida’s secession Union Captain John Milton Brannan had seized control of Fort Taylor on Key West, preventing it from falling into Confederate hands. Fort Taylor served as headquarters for the US Navy’s East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron. This squadron deterred numerous supply ships from reaching and leaving Confederate ports on the Gulf of Mexico.58

On April 5, with the approval of the secretaries of the treasury and of war, the Light-House Board authorized the transfer of the Key West Light to one of the seaward stairway towers of Fort Taylor. The protection the fort afforded made it possible to keep the light burning throughout the Civil War. The 10-inch Rodman and Columbiad cannons at the fort had a range of three miles, a deterrent that prevented the Confederate navy from attempting to take the island of Key West.59

The collector of customs at Key West could, therefore, continue to submit keeper nominations, as he did on January 19: “Joseph F. Papy and James M. Warren as keeper and assistant keeper at Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse. William Bates as keeper at Sand Key Lighthouse in place of Joseph F. Papy, transferred to Jupiter Inlet. Captain John Jones, Adolphus Fernandez, and Henry Hill as keeper and assistants at Carysfort Reef Lighthouse. William Roberts as assistant keeper at Dry Tortugas.”60

Three other lighthouses in the Florida Keys continued to function: Carysfort Reef, near the edge of the Gulf Stream, an iron pile lighthouse, tower and keepers dwelling painted a dark color; Dry Bank, near Coffins Patches and Sombrero Key, on Sombrero shoal, near Sombrero Key—an open framework of iron, built on iron piles; and Sand Key, on a small sand and shells island seven-and-a-quarter nautical miles from Key West Lighthouse—an iron-pile lighthouse, painted a dark color, with a white lantern.61

Keeper salaries and bills were paid in each district by the collector of customs, an agent of the Treasury Department. When Southern states took over Federal property, the customs collector either abandoned his office or joined the Confederacy, which left the Light-House Board without any disbursing agent. The board was forced to devise ad hoc ways of paying its employees. The collector of customs at Key West had been the dispersing officer for the 7th district, to whom all funds were sent, but he “cannot or will not continue to act under the federal government.”62 In February, the board asked the secretary of the treasury to authorize Commander Charles W. Pickering, the lighthouse inspector in the 7th district, to act as “dispersing officer for the present, and to remit him funds for the payment of all necessary expenses in the District, including the salaries of lighthouse keepers, so long as the latter shall not be interfered with by the state of Florida.”63

An example of the quarterly expense involved in maintaining those aids to navigation was contained in funds sent to Charles Howe, superintendent of lights at Key West, on June 20, 1861:
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The second tower at Key West, Florida, was built in 1847 after the earlier tower was destroyed by a hurricane. During the Civil War the light was moved to one of the seaward stairway towers of Fort Taylor. COURTESY OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD HISTORIAN’S OFFICE.








	On account of “Repairs to Lighthouses”
	$  595.55




	On account of “Raising, Cleaning, Buoys”
	$2,256.82



	On account of “Salaries of Keepers of Lighthouses”
	$2,275.00



	On account of “Communications of Superintendents”
	$  128.2564













APRIL 1861: THE G UTHRIE IS TAKEN CAPTIVE IN TEXAS

At their April 3, 1861, meeting just before open hostilities began, the Light-House Board considered a letter from Captain J.W. Perry, master of supply vessel Guthrie, reporting the seizure of that vessel by the state authorities of Texas. The board discussed the fact that the supply vessel now taking on oil at Nantucket might run the risk of capture if she visited any port in the seceded states.

The board decided to ask the secretary of the treasury “as to the propriety of placing on board the supply vessel a sufficient number of arms to protect her and the crew in case of attack by irresponsible persons during her voyage.”65

(In order to understand how Lighthouse Establishment activities were related to other Civil War events, a timeline is spread throughout this text, titled “A Brief Naval Chronology of the Civil War (1861–1865),” compiled by the US Navy, no author listed.)66

On April 12, 1861, Confederates fire on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, and war begins. Casualties: none.67 Fort Sumter was one of a series of federal forts built on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts to guard important harbors. (Forts Taylor and Jefferson in Florida have already been mentioned.)




RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, APRIL 17, 1861: VIRGINIA SECEDED FROM THE UNITED STATES

Secessionists in Virginia wasted no time. On the same day that Virginia seceded, S. Rollins, keeper of the Upper Cedar Point Light Vessel in the Potomac River, was captured and his vessel later destroyed.68

Letters arrived April 23 from the inspector of the 5th district reporting that the tenders North Wind and Buchanan, as well as property at Norfolk, had been taken possession of by the state of Virginia.69



USLHT North Wind was a small private schooner purchased in February 1855 and used in the 5th district. Seized by the Confederates in Virginia in April 1861.

USLHT Buchanan was a small schooner purchased in 1858 and named for the then US president. Assigned to the 5th district. While on an inspection patrol with the 5th district inspector on board, the ship was seized by Confederate troops on the James River in Virginia on April, 18, 1861, and taken to Richmond. The inspector and tender crew were released, but the vessel was retained by local authorities.70



On April 20, 1861, the Norfolk Navy Yard was partially destroyed and abandoned by Union forces to prevent yard facilities from falling into Confederate hands.71

In April, before North Carolina seceded, Confederate governor John Ellis sent telegrams to all the principal lighthouses in his state directing the keepers to extinguish their lights.72 In the week after secession Confederate troops arrived at Portsmouth Island and at Cape Hatteras and Ocracoke Inlets. The Confederates immediately set up sentry posts in the lighthouses along the Outer Banks, then constructed a series of forts to protect against assault from the sea. Two forts—Clark and Hatteras—were built at Hatteras Inlet. Safe behind these fortifications, the Southern ship captains operated with relative impunity.

“The work of fortifying Hatteras Inlet and Ocracoke Inlet progressed faster as more men arrived. Building material, arms, munitions, all kinds of supplies, sometimes even the water had to be brought from the mainland. At Ocracoke Inlet Confederate soldiers and a small work gang labored on a fort on Beacon Island…. A procession of steamers and schooners began during week one, growing as the weeks passed.”73

Not far from these Confederate fortifications, standing tall on a sand hillock, was Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. With its huge, 1st-order Fresnel lens removed and shipped to the mainland for safekeeping, the tower was transformed into a lookout post.74






APRIL 1861: KEEPERS WERE THREATENED BY HOSTILE NEIGHBORS


Keeper David Tarr at Assateague Light Station reported to the inspector on May 5, 1861, that, “On May 3, a company of men came from the main shore to my house in my absence (I was at the post office at the time of their visit) and got possession of the key of the oil room, took off the burners of the lamps, taking the keys with them. I received a notice on May 1 from the Court to extinguish my light which I refused to do. The inhabitants of Chincoteague had no part or acting part in putting this light out…. I also put a notice in the papers. Our Northern mail has stopped. Will you please write to the Board, asking them what I will do under the circumstances.”75
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A report on May 17 indicated that Assateague was relighted on the evening of the 7th under the protection of the citizens of the vicinity.76 COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.



Little Rock, Arkansas, May 6, 1861: Arkansas seceded from the United States.

Raleigh, North Carolina, May 20, 1861: North Carolina seceded from the United States.




THE POTOMAC FLOTILLA,A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY, WAS TO SECURE UNION COMMUNICATIONS IN CHESAPEAKE BAY

In May 1861, federal authorities created a “flying flotilla” to patrol the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The fleet of six ships, steamers, and barges was responsible for the safety of travel and supplies on the Potomac River and the upper Chesapeake Bay. “Though the Chesapeake Bay was not a major theater of belligerent activities during the Civil War, its light stations were under almost constant surveillance by the Potomac Flotilla. Skirmishes nearby occurred with enough regularity to occasion considerable damage to lighthouse property.”77










CHAPTER 5May 1861: The Light-House Board Frequently Sought Military Assistance

On May 25, 1861, Navy Secretary Jenkins wrote to Flag Officer L.H. Stringham, commanding the US naval forces blockading the coast, Hampton Roads, asking him to send all lighthouse property he found to 3rd district inspector A.M. Pennock at the depot on Staten Island.78

On June 1, 1861, Jenkins wrote to Captain J.A. Dahlgreen, commandant, Washington Navy Yard, about placing a buoy off Wolf Trap Shoal in Chesapeake Bay.79

Jenkins wrote to Major General B.F. Butler, Old Point Comfort, Virginia, on June 8, 1861, about getting his salary to J.F. Hawkins, keeper of Back River Lighthouse.80

On September 2, 1861, Jenkins wrote to Flag Officer William Mervine, commanding US naval forces, Gulf of Mexico, flagship Colorado, asking him to send any illuminating apparatus taken from Southern lighthouses to lighthouse inspector Pennock at New York.81

J.C. Whalton, a civilian clerk appointed by the Light-House Board, served first as engineer (acting), and later as inspector (acting) of the 7th Lighthouse District until November 1865.

On June 21, 1861, Light-House Board chairman William Shubrick instructed Commander C.W. Pickering in Key West, Florida, to “turn over to Charles Howe, Superintendent of Lights at Key West, the balance in your hands on account of the Lighthouse Establishment, taking his receipts therefor in triplicate and make up and transmit to this Office all your outstanding lighthouse accounts, the certificates of deposit to accompany the same.” Charles Howe in Key West carried out his responsibilities to the Treasury Department and the Light-House Board in Washington throughout the war.


The private schooner Bowen was built in 1847, purchased for either $6,000 or $46,000 (two sources give different figures) in 1855 at Key West and commissioned USLHT Bowen, then renamed USLHT Florida, assigned to the 7th district as an engineering tender.83



Shubrick’s instructions to Commander Pickering indicated his uncertainty about what the war would bring. “If there will be no risk of attack or interruption in making the needful repairs to Cape Florida [Light Station], you are authorized to have them made… but the Tender Florida should not be hazarded in that service. The lights on West Coast referred to, Seahorse Key, Tampa, etc., had better be left to the tender mercies of the rebels for the present.”82

A week later naval secretary Jenkins informed Pickering that his “suggestions relative to a postponement of the repairs at Cape Florida are concurred with. The Egmont [Key] light keeper may be paid so long as the light is kept up and there is no interference with it by the Rebels.”84

Few of Whalton’s letters or reports to the Light-House Board survive. Although some of the 7th district remained in Union hands throughout the war, the only legible records are those documents pertaining to specific lighthouses in the district and instructions sent to Whalton.

As acting engineer, Whalton was responsible for maintaining the lighthouses. In October 1861, for example, he would receive a letter from Jenkins enclosing a bill of lading for 15 barrels, one cask and nine kegs containing paints, oils, brushes, etc., sent from New York. These articles were for the purpose of painting lighthouses in his district, commencing with Sand Key and those nearest to Key West, but the others should not be commenced until the party was assured of safety during the work.85

June 3, 1861: The supply vessel Guthrie returned to New Bedford.

The supply vessel Guthrie arrived back at New Bedford in June, having been detained at Galveston, Texas, for over a month. The Guthrie immediately filled up with oil and other supplies and sailed again to make deliveries to lighthouses in New England.86


JUNE 1861: THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY AUTHORIZED THE ARMING OF THE CREWS OF SUPPLY VESSELS AND LIGHTHOUSE TENDERS FOR THEIR OWN DEFENSE

The board learned on February 14 that the secretary of the navy had authorized the loan to Captain W.F. Smith, engineer secretary of the board, of 25 navy revolvers and ammunition. “The supply vessels Pharos and Guthrie and the tenders on the Eastern Coast, in Delaware Bay, etc., were armed for their own protection by authority of the Secretary of the Treasury.”87


USLHT Pharos was a small, two- masted, 12-ton lugger, used as a freight boat in the 8th district.88



The board learned on June 3 that the Smiths Point and Windmill Point Light Vessels were taken from their stations by a mob and moved into the Wicomico River in Virginia. Ten days later the secretary of the navy reported the recapture of the Smiths Point Light Vessel. The army turned over lighthouse property from Cape Henry to inspector Pennock at the lighthouse depot in New York.89




WASHINGTON, DC, JUNE 1861: MEMBERSHIP OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD CHANGED FROM TIME TO TIME

Captain W.F. Smith, engineering secretary of the Light-House Board, was ordered to active duty in the field and would not be replaced until the war ended.90 (See Appendix D.) In November, Commodore C.K. Stribling was detached from duty as a member of the Light-House Board.91 Commodore William Shubrick, then 61 years old, continued as chairman of the Light-House Board throughout the war. (The support staff of the United States Light-House Board is listed in Appendix C.)


William Branford Shubrick (October 31, 1790–May 27, 1874) was an officer in the United States Navy. His active-duty career extended from 1806 to 1861, including service in the War of 1812 and the Mexican-American War.

Born on Bull’s Island, South Carolina, Shubrick studied at Harvard before accepting an appointment as a midshipman in 1806. He served on numerous ships in the Mediterranean, Atlantic, West Indies, and California’s Pacific Coast.

Shubrick took command of the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1849. In 1851, he was appointed to a committee created by Congress to modernize the Lighthouse Establishment. When the United States Light-House Board was organized in 1852, he was appointed chairman.
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Rear Admiral William Branford
Shubrick, chairman of the Light-House Board, 1852–1872.93 COURTESY OF USLHS.ORG\HISTORY.



In December 1861, Shubrick was retired from the navy; he was promoted to rear admiral on the retired list on July 16, 1862. He died in Washington, DC, on May 27, 1874.92



Nashville, Tennessee, June 8, 1861: Tennessee seceded from the United States.




GULF COAST, JUNE 1861: BOTH UNION AND CONFEDERATE NAVIES FOCUSED ON CONTROLLING THE ENTRANCE TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

“Before the Confederate States government issued its general order to remove property from all lighthouses, Union blockaders sealed off the Mississippi River and visited all its lighthouses. At the outbreak of the war Pass a l’Outre, on the north side of the entrance of Pass a l’Outre on Middle Ground Island, was the primary pass through the Mississippi
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Created in 1848 by Stephan Pleasonton and Millard Fillmore. United States Department of the Treasury. Office of the Fifth COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. Auditor, publisher.



Delta, with 17 feet of water on the Bar and a clearly-marked and buoyed channel. The channel depth was actually increasing, while South Pass and Southwest Pass were shoaling.”

Both “Union and Confederate forces raided towers at the three Mississippi River passes, sometimes only hours apart. On June 23, 1861, a lieutenant from the commerce raider CSS Sumter stove in the oil casks to prevent the enemy from capturing the 120 gallons of irreplaceable sperm oil stored at Pass a l’Outre Lighthouse. Sumter’s captain, Raphael Semmes, former US Light-House Board naval secretary and former chief of the Confederate States Lighthouse Bureau, hoped a gale would force the Federal blockading fleet aground, allowing his escape from the river.”94 Semmes wrote in his memoir: “I found that the lights at Pass a l’Outre and South Pass had been strangely overlooked and that they were still being nightly exhibited.”95




CHESAPEAKE BAY, JULY 1861: THE W ILLOUGHBY S PIT LIGHT VESSEL (LV-023, BUILT IN 1857)ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF HAMPTON ROADS HAD BEEN ABANDONED

The Light-House Board was not certain that the Willoughby Spit Light Vessel remained in Federal control. Naval secretary Jenkins wrote again to Flag Officer L.H. Stringham on May 25, 1861, asking him to check and let him know what the crew needed.96

On July 11, 1861, Navy Secretary Thornton wrote to Flag Officer L.H. Stringham, commander-in-chief, naval forces, Hampton Roads, thanking him for sending men on board the Willoughby Spit Light Vessel to attend the light. Thornton explained that steps would have been taken to replace them if the Light-House Board had known that the crew had left the vessel.97 Commodore Emmons, a member of the board, was instructed to ship a crew, etc., for the Willoughby Spit Light Vessel and to proceed with it to Fortress Monroe; oil, provisions, etc., would be sent at the same time.98

Entry 38, “USLHB Index of Correspondence,” is another way of finding out that letters were sent to the Light-House Board, but did not survive the 1922 fire. Entry 38 tells us that J.D. Johnson was appointed keeper of Willoughby Spit Light Vessel, that he reported on the condition of the vessel when he took charge and sent a list of articles required. He transmitted an inventory of receipts for public property, as well as receipts for articles needed. On July 24, he enclosed receipt for rations, requested that he be paid quarterly, and asked for buckskin for packing.99

July 20, 1861: Two keepers of Janes Island Light Vessel were reprimanded.

On February 21, 1861, naval secretary Commodore Thornton A. Jenkins wrote to Lyttleton Dryden, keeper of Janes Island Light Vessel, Princess Ann, Somerset County, Maryland:


Your letter of the 26th inst. has been received at this Office, making an offer of One hundred dollars as a bribe for retaining you as keeper of the Janes Island Light Vessel.

I regret to find that there is an American who is so ignorant of his duties to God, and to this country, as to be guilty of such a crime.

The man who offers or pays a bribe is equally guilty with the man who receives it, or who in any way countenances so gross a violation of the laws of God and man.

I shall lay your letter before the Secretary Treasury with a copy of this letter, and I hope you will be promptly dismissed from the place which you have shown yourself so utterly unfit to fill.100




Naval secretary Thornton, on March 5, sent a letter from the secretary of the treasury removing Dryden from his post and stipulating that the mate should take charge of the vessel.101 Dryden’s replacement, however, was also reprimanded. On July 20, 1861, Navy Secretary Thornton wrote to Ephraim Dize, keeper of Janes Island Light Vessel:


Your receipt for the Government property turned over to you by Mr. Towr has not been received at this Office. As you thought proper to obtain articles [in Baltimore] without authority and in violation of printed regulations and have them charged to the US, I send you a copy of the list of articles on board the Janes Island Light Vessel on March 15 last.

I now want a full list of everything on board the vessel at the time you relieved Mr. Towr, and also a list of the articles and prices of each obtained in Baltimore.

I wish to be informed what use 31/2 inch Manila rope can be on board that vessel, also to what use the other articles have been applied.

… in case you fail to explain satisfactorily the necessity for these unauthorized articles, the amount of $25 will be checked against your present quarter’s salary.102







AUGUST 1861: THE SEMI-ANNUAL VOYAGE TO DELIVER SUPPLIES TO THE LIGHTHOUSES ON THE CHESAPEAKE BAY IN MARYLAND CONTINUED UNINTERRUPTED

T.D. Beard, master of the lighthouse tender Chase, Baltimore, received instructions from Light-House Board naval secretary Jenkins on August 8, 1861:


Commodore Emmons [Light-House Board member] will have the oil and other supplies for the lights in Chesapeake Bay delivered to you at Baltimore.

In making deliveries you will be guided by the printed instruction, copy sent for each order of light and kind of light vessel. The order of the lights is noted in the Light List ,…

You will commence making deliveries to the lights at Lazaretto Point, Baltimore, No. 224 printed list, 4th-order fixed. And then proceed to Fort Carroll, North Point (two lights), 7 Foot Knoll, Sandy Point, Greenberry Point, Thomas Point, Sharps Island, Cove Point, Hoopers Straits Light Vessel, Point Lookout, Clay Island, Fog Point, Janes Island Light Vessel, and Watts Island Lighthouse.

You will then return up the Bay and commence at Pools Island above North Point, Turkey Point, Fishing Battery, and Havre de Grace.

The greatest caution and care are to be observed in visiting different points, taking care not to let strangers on board nor leave the vessel without protection. The arms on board the vessel are to be kept in good order and always ready for use. A regular watch must be kept night and day while at anchor.

In making deliveries, three blanks must be filled for each light station. Two of them will be receipts from the keeper and to be signed by him, and the third you will sign and leave with him.103





USLHT Chase was a small private schooner, acquired in 1861 and used in the 5th district. In 1866 it was transferred to the 6th district. Declared unseaworthy in 1867.104






AUGUST 1861: SUPPLY VESSELS WERE ESSENTIAL TO THE OPERATION OF LIGHTHOUSES AND LIGHT VESSELS

Naval secretary Jenkins wrote Commodore L.H. Stringham, flag officer, USS Minnesota, Hampton Roads, that, “The Supply Vessel, with oil and other stores for the lights on the Chesapeake Bay, is now going down the Bay from Baltimore, and it is hoped she may not be interfered with by piratical vessels from the Eastern Shore of Maryland and in Virginia. She has small arms, pikes, etc., for her protection.”105

An example of the kinds of supplies that tenders delivered is contained in an October 20, 1861, letter from Jenkins to T.D. Beard, master of tender Chase:


Please furnish from the stock on hand, or purchase in Baltimore the following articles for Cove Point Lighthouse when you go there with wicks, chimneys, etc.

36 frames window glass each 8 x 10

1 barrel slaked lime

[illegible] postage stamps

1 quart bottle of ink

yellow official envelopes if needed

2 lead pencils

2 sheets emery paper

6 sheets sand paper

1 soldering iron

1 glazing knife

[illegible] sponge

You will also ascertain what kind of wire he wants, and also what sort of spout for the cistern is required.106



On October 3, 1861, Navy Secretary Jenkins wrote to T.D. Beard, Baltimore, Maryland:


You will please procure from Mr. J.T. Ford, Contractor, and take on board the Chase:

Rations for 5 men on Janes Island Light Vessel.

Rations for 5 men on Hoopers Straits LV.

2 tons anthracite coal and 1/2 cord wood for Hoopers Straits Light Vessel.

2 tons anthracite coal and 1/2 cord pinewood for Janes Island Light Vessel.






AUGUST 1861: PRIVATEERS BECAME A PROBLEM

In August 1861, Union Lieutenant Thomas Selfridge informed Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles of the military situation at Hatteras Inlet: “Carolina is infested with a nest of privateers that have thus far escaped capture, and, in the ingenious method of their cruising are probably likely to avoid the clutches of our cruisers.” Hatteras Inlet was their principal rendezvous, where they had a fortification that protected them from assault. When a lookout in the lighthouse proclaimed the coast clear and a merchant man in sight, they were out and back again in a day with their prize. “So long as these remain, it will be impossible to entirely prevent their depredations, as they do not venture out when men-of-war are in sight; and, in the bad weather of the coming season, cruisers can always keep their stations off these inlets without great risk of going ashore.”

Navy Secretary Gideon Welles wasted no time in directing his commander of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Admiral Silas Stringham, to concentrate his efforts on the Carolina Coast.107




CHESAPEAKE BAY, AUGUST 1861: BECAUSE THE LIGHTS AT CAPE CHARLES AND CAPE HENRY HAD BEEN EXTINGUISHED,A LIGHT VESSEL WAS PLACED TO INDICATE THE SHIP CHANNEL

Light-House Board naval secretary Jenkins wrote to S.P. Chase, secretary of the treasury, on August 5, 1861, that, “The Flag Officer commanding the US Naval Forces in the vicinity of Fortress Monroe, is desirous of having
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a light vessel placed in the lower part of the Chesapeake Bay to mark a shoal lying between the two channels leading respectively to Hampton Roads and up the Bay. This is now the more important in consequence of the extinguishment of the lights at Capes Henry and Charles.”

He added that, “There are two captured light vessels at Annapolis, either of which might be refitted at a small expense and would answer the purpose. Your authority is respectfully requested to place one of these vessels at or near the position indicated, and also to provide the keeper and crew with the necessary small arms for the protection of the vessel against boat attacks at night.”108

In September, the light vessel was given two fog horns.109 In October 1861, Alex Ruark was appointed keeper of the Tail of the Horse Shoe Light Vessel with a salary of $600 per annum.110 Keeper Ruark will appear again.




NOVEMBER 1861: ENGINEERS AND INSPECTORS MADE PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD AND GAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF INSTRUCTIONS TO KEEPERS, CAPTAINS OF TENDERS,AND MAKERS OF EQUIPMENT

Maintenance of 5th district lighthouses that were still under Federal control continued uninterrupted. On November 27, 1861, acting engineer William J. Newman reported to naval secretary Commander Thornton A. Jenkins that he had made the needed repairs at Turkey Point and Fishing Battery Light Stations.111

On November 29, Chief Clerk Keyser instructed T.D. Beard, master of USLHT Chase, Baltimore, Maryland, to “take six spar buoys and sinkers… and proceed to Hampton Roads…. You will go on board the Flag Ship and report to Flag Officer Goldsborough and ask him where he wishes the buoys placed. The three extra buoys may be placed in the Pocomoke on your return to Baltimore.”

Master Beard was also told to “procure 20 stone sinkers. The usual price is $3 each, drilled, but if you can do no better, get 20 at $4 each.”112

That same day, Keyser instructed Captain C. Springer to take charge of the Supply Vessel Guthrie or Pharos, whichever he preferred, and carry oil, wicks, chimneys, and cleaning materials to the lights on the Florida Reefs.


You will… receive from Messrs Thomas & Co. 4,000 gallons of oil. You will go direct to Key West via the Hole in the Wall and after conferring with the Collector of Customs, Mr. Howe, and the Lighthouse Clerk, you will make deliveries to those points in the greatest need first.

The lights are Tortugas (2), Sand Key, Key West (2), Dry Bank, and Carysfort Reef. It is very important that the oil should reach Key West by December.113




Chairman Shubrick wrote Captain Beard of the USLHT Chase on December 31, 1861, instructing him to “without delay proceed to the Eastern shore of Virginia and, if possible, communicate with General Lockwood and replace the buoys in such a position as will facilitate the approach of vessels to such landings as will be most important for the supply of government troops. Take with you a supply of buoys, then return and report.”114 In the ordinary course of events this work would have been done by lighthouse tenders, but those vessels had all been taken over by the Confederates.
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NOTICE TO MARINER

(No. 6.)

JIGHT-VESSEL OFF TAIL OF 'THE HORSE-SHOE.

A light-vessel, schooner rigged, painted straw color, and exhibiting one light
from sunset o sunrise every night, will be placed off the “Tai. or Tne: Horse-
Suor,” which forms the g Tine between the main ship channels leading
respectively from inside of Cape Henry to Hawrrox Roavs and up the Crupsa-
reake Bav,

This light-vessel will be anchored in between 5 fathoms and 6 fathoms water
at mean low tide, and just outside of the spot where Buoy R is marked on the
(Coast Sur Chart of the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay.

The two masts are each 58 feet in lngth from the deck, including the 10 feet
poles of each. The light will be exhibited at an clevation of 45 feet above the
water, and should be seen from the deck of a vessel 15 feet above the sea level,
in clear weather, at a distance of 12 nautical miles.

During hazy, thick, and foggy weather, a Ly
short intervals of time, alternated by the nLowING oF A FoG-HORN

When this vessel is anchored at her station & new notice will be issued giving
the exact bearings to different prominent points and localities in the v

The following bearings will not be far from the the proposed p
several objects, viz:

To Cape Henry light-house, . . SE. by 818.

To Willoughby light-vessel . . WEN.

To Back River light-house, . . NW.by WiW.

The range line of the “Tail of the Horse-Shoe” light-vessel and the Back
River light-house or light-vessel brought to bear NW. by W { and run for on that
Dearing, will bring vessels through the mid-channel hetween the Point of Cape
Henry and the three-fathom curve of the “Outer Middle Ground” on the opposite
side,

OUNDED at

By order :
THORNTON A. JENKINS,
Secretary.
Tressery Deeagraest,
Office Light-House Board, e
Washington City, August 21, 1861
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NOTICE TO MARINERS,

No. 105.

COAST OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Light-house at Croatan instead of the Light-vessel.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Orvice Licur-nouse Boarn,
Washington, December 27, 1860,
Official information has been received at this office from
Captain J. N. Macomb, Corps Top Engineers, that a light-house

on a screw pile foundation has been erected off Caroon’s Point,

at the head of Croatan Sound, to mark the position heretofore
occupied by the light-vessel.

The foundation is square in plan, and is composed of iron
surmounted by a wooden superstructure with a

s centre.

The height of the focal plane is about 45 feet above mean
sea level.

The illuminating apparatus is a lens of the fourth order of’
the system of Fresnel, showing a fixed light of the natural color,
which, in ordinary states of the weather, should be visible from the
deck of a vessel (10 feet above the water) about eleven nautical
mil

The light will be exhibited for the first time at sunset on the
20th of January next, and will be kept buming during that and
every night thereafter until further orde

On the same day (January 20) the Crontan light-vessel will

be removed from hier station, and will not be replaced.

By order of the Light-house Board:
WM. F. SMITH,
Engineer Secrelary.
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