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    Chapter One


    THE FIRST AMERICAN COLONIES


    In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed west from Spain. He landed on the islands we call the Bahamas. He went back to Europe then. He told everyone about his journey. For the first time, people in Europe learned about the land to the west. Nobody had imagined a whole new continent was there. Now more explorers sailed west. People came looking for gold or other riches.


    North America and South America were not empty, though. Millions of people lived there. In South America were the Aztec, the Maya, and other groups. In North America, there were hundreds of Native tribes.


    When the Europeans arrived, they spread sicknesses to the people of the Americas. The Natives couldn’t handle the new diseases. They were not used to the new germs. Nobody knows exactly how many people died from diseases like smallpox and measles. About nine out of every ten people died within the first hundred years after the Europeans arrived.


    
      Native people are people who have lived in a place for a long time.


      Smallpox is a disease that was brought to America from Europe.


      Measles is a sickness that was not very dangerous in Europe, but killed many Native people in America.

    


    
      DID COLUMBUS DISCOVER AMERICA?


      People sometimes say that Columbus “discovered” America. You can’t really “discover” a place where millions of people already lived! Europeans called America a New World—but for the Native people who already lived there, it was just “the world.”

    


    The first Europeans to arrive and set up colonies in the New World were the Spanish. They claimed large parts of South America and some of southern North America.


    
      Colonies are places where people from another country have come to make a new home.


      The New World is North, Central, and South America.

    


    In England, people were not as interested yet in building colonies. They had other things to think about. People there were fighting over religion. Then Elizabeth I became queen in 1558. Things became calmer.
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1584~Sir Walter Raleigh

sends Philip Amadas and
. Arthur Barlowe to look for a
good place to start a colony
on the North American coast.
The men choose Roanoke
Island, on the coast of what
is now North Carolina.

1492-Christopher
Columbus lands in
the New World.
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. June 11, 1578—
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Sir Humphrey Gilbert
to find New World
lands for England.

August 1587—0ne hundred and

seventeen new colonists arrive at

% Roanoke, both men and women.
Y ~ They find the men left behind

J ¥ L. havebeen killed by Native

Americans. Even so, the captain
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Late Autumn
N - 1609—Four
hundred new
colonists arrive
" inJamestown. |

May 14, 1607-The colonists of the Virginia
Company arrive on Jamestown Island. Their
goal is to find gold and a trade route across
the country to the Pacific Ocean.

1585-Raleigh
sends a group of
men to settle on
Roanoke Island.
The men are
mostly soldiers
and scholars.

Winter 1609-1610—"The
starving time.” A hard
winter and not enough
food leaves only 60 of 504
people alive by spring.
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1610-1614First Anglo-
Powhatan War begins. It is
mainly Lord De La Warr’s fault.
He treats the Native Americans
badly and makes them angry.
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1614-Sir Thomas Dale
takes Pocahontas from
her father, Powhatan. A
deadly battle follows.
Finally, Pocahontas mar-
ries John Rolfe, ending
the war between Native
Americans and settlers.

August 18, 1590-John White
returns to Roanoke. He finds
that all the colonists have dis-
appeared. Someone carved the
word “Croatan” into wood, but
no one knows for certain what
happened to all the people.

1619-The House of
Burgesses meets for
the first time. It is the
first type of government
in the New World that
allows people to vote
for their leaders.
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1644-1646-Second Anglo-
Powhatan War. It ends with
the Native Americans being
forced off their land in the

Chesapeake Bay area.

1634—King

Charles tells | 1063-King Charles
Calvert's gives a huge piece of
oldest son, land to eight lords. The
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He names it North Carolina, South
Maryland. Carolina, and Georgia.

1649-The Toleration Act is
passed in Maryland. It gives
equal rights to people of all
Christian faiths.
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an English member of
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debtors in the New World.

1619-A Dutch ship
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to the Jamestown
colonists in exchange
for food.

1670-The English settle
near what is now Charles-
ton, South Carolina. The
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their black slaves with them.

problem of debtors’ prisons
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1732-King George
Il gives a group of
men a twenty-one-
year plan to start a
colony in Georgia.
Rules for the colony
include bans on
alcohol and slaves.

1729-North Carolina
separates from South
Carolina and becomes
a royal colony.

1749-The English
government agrees
to let the Georgia
colonists own slaves.

1752-The Georgia
leaders give control
of the colony back
to the king.

-
February 1733-James
* Oglethorpe and thirty-
five families arrive in
Georgia. They start

the city of Savannah.
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