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CHAPTER ONE UNDER THE SEA
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It was HOT!

And when it was hot, there was really only one place to go. The pool!

Only, it was so hot even the Kersville swimming pool was boiling! That’s how hot it was!

Ouch!

You know it’s hot when kids dream about taking a trip to Antarctica just to cool off.

Not me, though. I know better. My parents went there once on a top secret science mission, and they had to bundle up so much that they could hardly move. And they were still freezing!

Count me out.
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A girl on my block tried to escape the heat by building an ice fort inside her house, and for a little while it was the coolest place in Kersville. She’d figured out how to beat the heat!

Well, until the heat fought back… and won!
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Just when we thought there was no way we could escape the scorching sun, we remembered Kersville had the perfect place to go: the aquarium!

The aquarium had everything! It had ice-blasting air-conditioning that turned kids into icebergs. It had shade so dark that it felt like being at the bottom of the ocean, as far away from the sun as you could get.

Oh, and best of all, the aquarium had the coolest fish in the world. It was like an underwater zoo. And you didn’t have to get wet to see them!

Plus, all those weird water creatures were behind glass, so you never had to worry about them getting you.

There were wriggly octopuses, clownfish as creepy as real clowns, and electric eels that are totally shocking! Oh, and jellyfish that sting, cranky seals with evil mustaches, and piranhas that bite!
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All of them locked away behind glass. How great was that?!
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Some tanks had tiny fish that zip around. Some had bigger fish that stare at you like they’re up to something… probably planning their escape. Hmmm, you should stay away from those fish.

Especially the sharks.
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Seriously.

However, if you’re a kid who needs to touch the fish (YUCK!), the aquarium had a fish petting station (double YUCK!) just for you.

Me? No way. If fish were meant to be petted, they wouldn’t live underwater, now, would they?

There was one time I touched a fish. It did not go well.

See, that’s me, Andres Miedoso, running with a sea star stuck to my head and a waddling bird chasing me. And the kid with the other sea star on his head? That’s my best friend, Desmond Cole.
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Oh, and the scaly thing riding the wave with all her fishy friends… that’s a very angry mermaid.

Yeah, you heard that right. A mermaid!

Maybe I should have told you this before—Kersville isn’t your typical town. Let’s just say, it’s different!
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The mermaid used to be a secret, but it’s safe to say that she’s not a secret anymore!

But I’m getting ahead of myself. If you want to know what happened on that hot, hot day, let’s start at the beginning, before everything started.
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