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    Chapter One


    AMERICANS GROW PROUD


    The people who lived in the United States were proud of their new country. But most of them didn’t really think of themselves as Americans. Being an American wasn’t that important to them. They didn’t have a sense of nationalism. They needed to start thinking of themselves as Americans. They had to believe America was a great place. They needed to be willing to work hard to build their country. If the United States was going to be strong, Americans had to believe it could last. They had to be sure of their country’s future.


    
      Nationalism is the feeling that you belong to a nation, a country. It means you feel pride in your country. You may believe your country is better than other countries. Being a part of your country is an important part of how you think about yourself.

    


    Some things helped pull Americans together. They had a lot in common. They had made themselves new lives in North America. They loved freedom. They believed all people should be equal. (All white men, anyway. It would take quite a bit longer before women and people of other races were thought of as equals!) They were hard-working people. They were brave. They shared a lot of beliefs, too. Most of them were Christians.


    At first, though, Americans didn’t want to have anything to do with the rest of the world’s business. George Washington, the first President of the United States, didn’t want Americans to get pulled into foreign wars. European countries like Britain and France were often at war. Washington worried that the United States wasn’t strong enough to handle a war. Americans needed to pay attention to their own country first.



OEBPS/Images/page6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
WARS AT HOME:

AMERICA FORMS AN IDENTITY (1812-1820)

Nlzchrelle Qu[ngy






OEBPS/Images/page1.jpg
for LUTEMANS Grongraphecst Wiesgies

I

T S S JS——

A WARS AT HOME o <
T H AMERICA America Forms an gden/i/y /13/2- 1320) R >
o ALXN

GULF 0r NEX1CO






OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/Images/page8.jpg





