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    Hip-Hop lingo


    The Grammy Awards (short for Gramophone Awards)—or Grammys—are given out each year by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences to people who have done something really big in the music industry.


    Talent shows are contests where people compete to show how good they are at something.


    A professional is someone who gets paid money to do something she’s good at.


    A manager is someone who helps and guides a musician.

  


  


  
    Chapter 1

  


  The Beginning


  Big Night


  January 31, 2010 was a big night for Beyoncé, one of the biggest nights of her life. It was the night of the 2010 Grammy Awards. She performed for a room packed full of famous people. She danced, sang, and won six Grammys. Try to picture her—smiling out at a cheering audience, breathing hard as she tries to catch her breath. Watching Beyoncé that night, it’s hard to imagine that she was once a shy little girl. But believe it or not, she was.


  The Beginning


  Beyoncé was born on September 4, 1981, in Houston, Texas. Her proud parents were Tina and Mathew Knowles. Her mom chose her first name, Beyoncé, and her dad chose her middle name, Giselle. She was Beyoncé Giselle Knowles—a beautiful name for a beautiful daughter.


  Not long after Beyoncé was born, her parents had another baby girl. They named her Solange. Beyoncé now had a sister, and their family was complete.
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      Tina Knowles owned a hair salon when Beyoncé was a child. Beyoncé worked in her mom’s salon, even singing to the customers. Here Beyoncé and her mother share their love of fashion, attending the CFDA Fashion Awards in 2004.

    

  


  Beyoncé’s parents worked hard to give their daughters the best. Beyoncé’s mom, Tina, owned a hair salon. Her dad, Mathew, sold medical supplies. But that wasn’t always his job. In the 1960s and ’70s, Mathew had fought hard for African American rights. Now, in the ’80s, he was ready to fight for his family instead. Mathew and Tina made sure their two daughters had everything they needed. Both girls went to private school, and they lived in a nice home.
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