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    “Every young person needs a hero. All kids need someone who will stand by them, coach them when they have a tough decision to make, help them keep their priorities in order, hold them accountable for their words and actions, and generally be their number-one cheerleader. Dare to Dream! does just this. It gives our young people real heroes they can respect and emulate.”

     

    —Terry Hitchcock, PhD,

    Executive Director, the Heroes & Dreams Foundation

    “Dare to Dream! will encourage children to set goals and then work hard to overcome the obstacles which might prevent them from achieving those goals.”

     

    —Daniel R. Hart,

    Retired Hennepin County, Minnesota, District Court Judge

    “Every youth, regardless of background, needs one thing: hope. Dare to Dream! conveys through real-life stories of well-known, accomplished people from all walks of life and every form of diversity that even humps and bumps, deep valleys, and wide rivers on life's road need not diminish dreams or delimit destiny…. The author succeeds marvelously through story form in helping to make hope become a reality in the lives of our youth today.”

     

    —Donald Draayer, PhD,

    National Superintendent of the Year, 1990, and teacher,

    administrator, and educational consult for 46 years

    “In Dare to Dream! you will find stories of individuals from all walks of life who've become heroes because they held firmly to their beliefs and worked hard to realize their dreams. We encourage every young reader of this book to do both. By believing in yourself and reaching for the stars, not only will you achieve your goals, you will become exactly who you want to be—someone who deserves and receives the respect of family, friends, and peers.”

     

    —Sara O'Meara, Chairman and CEO, and

    Yvonne Fedderson, President,

    Childhelp USA

    “Dare to Dream! is the kind of book for young people that I ‘dare to dream’ about. Instead of emphasizing just sports and entertainment and lifestyles of the rich and famous as so much of the media does, it talks about the choices and hard work that were involved in creating success in the lives of many well-known individuals who faced substantial obstacles…. I hope it will become a staple in middle schools throughout the country.”

     

    —Benjamin S. Carson Sr., MD,

    Professor and Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery,

    Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
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    Many of our young people today are lacking heroes, goals, and a sense of direction to their lives.

    The intent of this book is to restore dreams and heroes to our young people—not magical heroes with no problems but real heroes who have had a dream, have committed themselves to that dream, and have then worked hard and overcome obstacles to attain that dream.

    This book is therefore dedicated to young people everywhere to encourage them to have a dream and then commit themselves to that dream and never give up.
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    As you read the following biographical sketches, you will see that no one individual excelled at everything but that each had his own unique gifts and talents. You will also notice that there are certain similarities which occur consistently and repeatedly throughout the biographies.

    They all had courage. Some had physical courage, some had moral courage, and some had spiritual courage, but they all were willing to take risks and stand by their convictions even when sometimes it meant standing alone.

    They all made a personal commitment to a dream and then had the patience, perseverance, and determination to pursue that dream in spite of frustrations and discouragement. They were marathon runners rather than sprinters, and they hung in there for the entire race.

    They all had obstacles to overcome. Some were physical obstacles (such as a physical handicap, a lack of athletic ability, or a lack of physical beauty), some were psychological obstacles (such as extreme shyness or feelings of inferiority), some were financial obstacles (such as the expectations and responsibilities associated with great wealth or the burdens of extreme poverty), and some were social obstacles (such as racial discrimination or educational deprivation). Some rose above their obstacles by working hard and believing in themselves, and some turned their apparent disadvantage to advantage by a change in their own attitude.

    And lastly, all had a larger perspective than self. Their fulfillment came not from personal recognition or materialistic success but rather from their dedication to improving the lives of those around them.
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    As a boy:

    He was born in a one-room log cabin in Kentucky, one of the slave states, in 1809, and named Abraham after his grandfather.

    When he was seven years old, his family moved to Indiana, which was a free state where no slavery was allowed.

    In Indiana he and his older sister Sally hiked nine miles each way to school through timberland where bear, deer, coon, and wildcats ran wild.

    His father felt it was a waste of time to send his children to school nine miles away just to sit with a lot of other children and learn all day, but his mother Nancy encouraged his schooling and told him to learn all he could.


    His mother Nancy died when he was nine, and their home became dreary and cheerless until his father remarried a year later. Abraham sometimes said that his stepmother Sarah was the best friend he ever had, and he called her his “angel mother.”

    He was always asking questions that irritated his father, and many nights he lay awake thinking about long words like “independent” and “predestination.”

    As he grew older, he was not considered to be particularly attractive physically, and some considered him homely. He was described as gangly, awkward, and “appearing to be all joints.”

    He moved slowly and awkwardly, tended to walk with a slouch, and was so tall that he had to duck his head to go through a door.

    He was different from his friends in that he didn't like to play cards, drink, or hunt. He shot a prairie turkey when he was eleven and never shot any game again after that.

    His friends and some of his relatives thought he was “peculiarsome” because he spent so much time reading books, and he was known to walk as far as twenty miles just to borrow a book.

    His stepmother Sarah encouraged him to read and study, but his father thought his son's interest in books and education was a sign of laziness.

    Even though his father thought books were a “waste of time,” Abraham loved books more than anything else and read all the books available within a fifty-mile radius of his home.

    He always told people that he learned slowly but that his mind was like a piece of metal because it was “hard to scratch anything on it and impossible to get it off after it was on.”

    A neighbor he worked for complained that he was “always reading and thinking” and considered him “awful lazy.”

    He never had any real companionship with his father, but he had a deep affection for his stepmother, who understood his need to learn and encouraged him to read as much as he could.


    Although he had very little formal education (less than one year altogether), he had an unquenchable thirst for learning. He always said the things he wanted to know were in books and that his best friend was “the man who'll git me a book I ain't read.”

    Even though he was the best runner, jumper, and wrestler in several counties, his first love was always books and learning.

    As a man:

    At age nineteen, he left his family in Illinois and worked as a helper on a flatboat down the Mississippi River to New Orleans, where he saw a slave auction.

    When he saw how black people were treated like property in the South, it made a lasting impression on him. He vowed to fight against slavery in any way he could.

    When he was twenty-two, he returned to Illinois to work as a clerk in a store, but the store failed. He then tried running a store of his own, but his store also failed, and it took him many years to pay off all his debts.

    Besides being a river boatman and a storekeeper, he also was a rail splitter, a postmaster, a surveyor, a captain in the militia, and he taught himself law.

    When he was twenty-three, he campaigned for a seat in the Illinois legislature but was defeated. He ran again two years later, and this time he was elected and served from 1834 to 1841.

    People said that as a lawyer, he was popular but not gifted, and as a politician, he was gifted but not always popular.

    He was elected to the US House of Representatives in 1846 and served one term. Then in 1860 he was elected the sixteenth president of the United States.

    After his election, seven southern states seceded from the Union and formed their own government. They called themselves the Confederate States of America, and they even elected their own president, Jefferson Davis. The country was now divided!

    When Confederate guns fired on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, the Civil War began, and there were now eleven states in the Confederacy—all slave states.

    Slavery had caused the war, and he knew there could be no peace if the country remained half-slave and half-free. So in 1863 he signed the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared all slaves in the rebelling southern states to be free. He considered this the most important act of his entire administration.

    He was also a gifted writer and orator, and his Gettysburg Address (1863) is still considered one of the greatest speeches delivered by anyone at any time in history.

    Without his wise and firm leadership during the Civil War, our country might have remained divided into two separate nations. He embodied the spirit of freedom and democracy and proved to the whole world that “government of the people, by the people, and for the people” would not perish from the earth.

    He was reelected president of the United States in 1864, but he was shot by John Wilkes Booth, a deranged actor, on April 14, 1865—just five days after General Lee's surrender at Appomattox, Virginia, which marked the end of the Civil War.

    He is still considered to be one of our greatest presidents, and although he died over one hundred years ago, his leadership and courage still serve as examples to people everywhere.

    “A house divided against itself cannot stand.”

    —Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865)
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    As a boy:

    He was born in 1847 in Milan, Ohio, and even as a young boy, his curiosity was always getting him into trouble.

    He always wanted to know “why.” At age three he fell into a grain elevator and almost drowned in the grain because he wanted to see how the elevator worked. And at age four, his father found him squatting on some duck eggs in a cold barn to see if he could hatch the eggs instead of the mother duck.

    He had very little formal education because his teachers thought his constant questions were a sign of stupidity. So, when he was seven, his mother, who had been a teacher, took him out of school and taught him at home.


    Some of the neighbors thought this strange child with the small body and unusually large head who asked so many questions must be “addled,” and even the local doctor feared that he might have “brain trouble” because of his very large head.

    He loved to read and chemistry books were his favorite books, but he did more than just read them. He tried many of the experiments the books described to prove to himself that the facts in the books were really true.

    When he was about ten, he set up a chemistry lab in the basement in his home, and during one of his experiments, he set the basement on fire and nearly blew himself up.

    Then when he was twelve, in order to earn money to pay for the chemicals for his experiments, he went into business selling candy and newspapers on the local train and worked on his scientific experiments in his spare time.

    He was forced to stop his experiments temporarily when a stick of phosphorus started a fire in the crude lab he had set up in the baggage car. The conductor threw him and all his equipment off the train at the next stop.

    It seemed he was always experimenting. Once he gave a friend a triple dose of seidlitz powders, hoping that enough gas would be generated to enable him to fly. This resulted in terrible agonies for his friend and a whipping for him.

    At sixteen he was given the chance to learn how to be a telegraph operator, and he then became as fascinated by electricity as he had been by chemistry.

    Unfortunately, he was a very undependable telegraph operator because his mind was usually more on the ideas in his head than on the work he was supposed to be doing.

    During his first year as a telegrapher, he was fired from four jobs because he spent so much of his time reading books, performing experiments, or catching up on his sleep.


    In telegraphy circles he became known as “The Looney” because he spent so much of his time reading and experimenting.

    The other telegraph operators laughed at him and made jokes about his shabby clothes and shaggy hair. And his employers were often impatient with him, considering him to be “an impractical, dreamy young fellow who would probably never amount to much.”

    As a man:

    By age twenty-one, he had changed from experimenter to inventor and had decided to work on his inventions full time. He had so many ideas for inventions that he knew he would have to work very hard to do everything he wanted to do.

    As the market for his inventions grew, he found he needed a larger facility. So in 1876 he moved to Menlo Park, New Jersey, where he established his own research center. There he gathered together the best craftsmen and scientists he could find and put them to work in what he called his “idea factory.”

    A year later he introduced his first great invention, the phonograph, to the world. With his invention of the phonograph, he became a celebrity, but this was just the beginning.

    In 1879, after many months of hard work, he demonstrated his greatest invention—the electric lightbulb—which changed the way people lived forever.

    All through his life he asked questions and wanted to know “why.” Then he proceeded to figure out a new and better way of doing things.

    He had infinite patience and seldom became discouraged. He tackled every problem with a positive attitude and never gave up until he had solved it. He frequently worked eighteen hours a day, and during his life, he was granted more than a thousand separate patents for his inventions.

    It is because of his natural curiosity and belief in hard work that our world today is a much better place in which to live.

    No other man has done so much to apply scientific discovery to everyday life as he did with his inventions of the phonograph (which he considered his greatest invention), the electric lightbulb, the typewriter, the dictating machine, the electric dynamo, the motion picture camera, and many others. He also improved such inventions as the telephone and the telegraph.

    Never discouraged by what other people called his “failures,” he saw them as necessary steps in the scientific process.

    He made and directed the first silent movie and invented the “talking picture” by combining two of his greatest inventions: the phonograph and the motion picture camera. Through his inventions of the phonograph and the motion picture camera, he has probably done more to entertain the world than any other man.

    Although he became a multimillionaire, he remained modest and was always happiest when in his lab working on a new invention.

    He was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor in 1928, and on the day he died, at age eighty-four, President Herbert Hoover asked everyone in America to turn off their electric lights for one hour in tribute to the inventive genius of this man.

    He was one of the greatest inventors the world has ever known and more than attained his goal of trying to improve the well-being of the common man. He has provably brought more comfort and pleasure into our daily lives than any other inventor in history.
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Abraham Lincoln

Some called him “lazy.”
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Heroes are ordinary people who accomplish
extraordinary things, and this book is dedicated
to all our heroes—past, present, and future.
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T'he greater aanger for most of us
is not that our aim is too high
and we miss it,
but that it is too low
and we reach it.

—Michelangelo
(1475-1564)





