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INTRODUCTION



Each child is unique and wonderful. And some children have differences we call special needs. Special needs can mean many things. Sometimes children will learn differently, or hear with an aid, or read with Braille. A young person may have a hard time communicating or paying attention. A child can be born with a special need, or acquire it by an accident or through a health condition. Sometimes a child will be developing in a typical manner and then become delayed in that development. But whatever problems a child may have with her learning, emotions, behavior, or physical body, she is always a person first. She is not defined by her disability; instead, the disability is just one part of who she is.


Inclusion means that young people with and without special needs are together in the same settings. They learn together in school; they play together in their communities; they all have the same opportunities to belong. Children learn so much from each other. A child with a hearing impairment, for example, can teach another child a new way to communicate using sign language. Someone else who has a physical disability affecting his legs can show his friends how to play wheelchair basketball. Children with and without special needs can teach each other how to appreciate and celebrate their differences. They can also help each other discover how people are more alike than they are different. Under-standing and appreciating how we all have similar needs helps us learn empathy and sensitivity.


In this series, you will read about young people with special needs from the unique perspectives of children and adolescents who  are experiencing the disability firsthand. Of course, not all children with a particular disability are the same as the characters in the stories. But the stories demonstrate at an emotional level how a special need impacts a child, his family, and his friends. The factual material in each chapter will expand your horizons by adding to your knowledge about a particular disability. The series as a whole will help you understand differences better and appreciate how they make us all stronger and better.


—Cindy Croft Educational Consultant
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YOUTH WITH SPECIAL NEEDS provides a unique forum for demystifying a wide variety of childhood medical and developmental disabilities. Written to captivate an adolescent audience, the books bring to life the challenges and triumphs experienced by children with common chronic conditions such as hearing loss, intellectual disabilities, physical differences, and speech difficulties. The topics are addressed frankly through a blend of fiction and fact. Students and teachers alike can move beyond the information provided by accessing the resources offered at the end of each text.


This series is particularly important today as the number of children with special needs is on the rise. Over the last three decades, advances in pediatric medical techniques have allowed children who have chronic illnesses and disabilities to live longer, more functional lives. As a result, these children represent an increasingly visible part of North American population in all aspects of daily life. Students are exposed to peers with special needs in their classrooms, through extracurricular activities, and in the community. Often, young people have misperceptions and unanswered questions about a child’s disabilities—and more important, his or her abilities. Many times, there is no vehicle for talking about these complex issues in a comfortable manner.


This series provides basic information that will leave readers with a deeper understanding of each condition, along with an awareness of some of the associated emotional impacts on affected children, their families, and their peers. It will also encourage further conversation about these issues. Most important, the series promotes a greater comfort for its readers as they live, play, and work side by side with these individuals who have medical and developmental differences—youth with special needs.


—Dr. Lisa Albers, Dr. Carolyn Bridgemohan, Dr. Laurie Glader
Medical Consultants
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Words to Understand
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hyperactivity: Extremely, and in some cases abnormally, active.


impulsivity: The condition of acting or being likely to act suddenly, without forethought.


ADHD/inattentive type: Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder characterized by the difficulty in paying attention and staying on task.


aversive: Producing a definite dislike for or feeling against something.


ADHD/hyperactivity-impulsivity: Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder characterized by inappropriate physical activity.


cognitive: The process of knowing, which includes perception, memory, and judgment.
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GETTING TO KNOW CONNOR


I guess I should have known Connor was different right from the first day we brought him home. He screamed his head off the whole time I was trying to introduce myself, and he kept sucking his skinny red fists so hard I was afraid he’d suck the bracelet right over his hand.


I didn’t have a lot of experience with babies back then, so I didn’t know what to look for. I mean, up till then I’d been the baby. So how was I supposed to spot the danger signals?


There probably ought to be a handbook for big sisters with a title like The Ten Most Important Signs That You Have a Brother with ADHD, and What to Do About It. Since there isn’t a book, maybe this journal will help me understand what is happening.


It didn’t take me long to catch on, though. My two older brothers had a room to themselves, and of course my parents did, too. Since there were only three bedrooms in our house, you can probably guess who got to share her room with the new baby, right? Right.


I was only seven that year, so when I complained about Connor keeping me awake all night with his crying, my parents said it was a good thing he was sharing my room. “Since first-graders still get a rest time after lunch, you can take a nap if you need to,” they said. “Your big brothers have to stay awake all day for their classes.”


I pointed out to them that sleep deprivation can stunt your growth and that, at the rate Connor was keeping me awake, I might end up being the shortest big sister in the world. They just laughed and told my oldest brother Kevin to stop teaching me to say things like “sleep deprivation.”


We all learned to put up with Connor over the next few years. My parents enclosed the screened-in porch and made it into a bedroom for Connor, so I eventually got to sleep through the night again. That was one big problem solved. But he still spent a lot of time making noise and messing up the house.


And he always struck when you least expected it. Like the day my big brothers, Kevin and Tim, and I spent an hour building a waist-high Lincoln Log fort in Kevin’s bedroom. The plan was that when we finished, Kevin would give Tim a signal, and Tim would switch on this video we have about the Battle of the Alamo. It has all these great battle noises in the soundtrack, and we were supposed to reen-act the battle around the Lincoln Log fort. What we didn’t know was that Connor was crouched just outside Kevin’s bedroom doorway, listening. Just as I carefully put the very last Lincoln Log in place, Kevin shouted to Tim, “Okay, hit it!” Connor, who takes everything literally, did just that. He jumped into the room and hit the fort with all his might. Lincoln Logs flew everywhere, and we all chased after Connor, yelling what we were going to do to him when we caught him. But Connor is just about the fastest person you’ll ever meet, and catching him is almost impossible—even for my big brothers.


Then there was the time Connor decided to take apart my new jewelry box—the musical one that you wound up and the ballerina danced around and around to “Somewhere, My Love.” He said he “just wanted to find out how it worked.” Except it never worked again after that, of course.


Nobody in our family will ever forget the day Connor decided to play “mailman.” He went to every house on our street and took the neighbors’ mail out of their mailboxes and dumped it all into his wagon. Then he “delivered” the mail himself, putting a few pieces back into each mailbox. Of course, he couldn’t read back then, so you can imagine what our neighbors found when they went to get their mail.


But sometimes—I have to admit—Connor could be very sweet. Just when you thought you couldn’t stand one more minute of having him around, he’d snuggle up to you with that freckly face and those round blue eyes and say something like, “I lub you, Shauna.”


So, you can see there wasn’t too much trouble with Connor before he started to school, if you don’t count the little things, like the time he tried to mow the lawn with my dad’s new riding mower (he ruined the engine when he poured oil in the gas tank); or the time he dressed up like Santa Claus and tried to go down the chimney of our backyard brick barbeque (he got stuck and the fire department had to come and pull him out); or the experiment he conducted on our beagle Cuddles to see if he liked Tabasco sauce on his dog food.


The real trouble didn’t start until Connor was five and my parents had to let him out of the house on a regular basis. I was twelve and working hard on being a normal member of the sixth grade. The way to do this, as everybody knows, is to NOT STAND OUT in any way. Like, you don’t want to look different, or talk different, or wear weird clothes, or get really, really good grades or really, really bad grades—stuff like that.


Most of all, you don’t want to have family members who are different. (Or if you do, you never let the other sixth-graders find out about it.) So when Connor began kindergarten and his reputation started getting around at Conwell Consolidated School, where all four of us O’Leary kids were students at the same time, I knew my standing as a normal sixth-grader was in trouble—big, big trouble, because Connor was a member of my family. And if he was anything, he was definitely different.


The notes started coming home with Connor from his very first day of kindergarten. The bright orange notes from Conwell Consolidated have all these pre-printed descriptions of bad stuff students can do. That way, parents can see at a glance what their kids did wrong that day. Beside each printed description is an empty box, so teachers don’t have to waste any effort and actually write words. All they have to do is check the box beside the right description: “Does not play well with others,” “Is disruptive in class,” “Does not show proper respect for the possessions of others”—you get the idea.

OEBPS/images/read.png





OEBPS/images/figure2.jpg
We're easily affronted when people don’t live up
to our expectations. Understanding is the first
step to forgiveness.

Wl —NormaAmold™

- /7NN






OEBPS/images/org.jpg





OEBPS/images/figure1.jpg
-

A child with special needs is not defined by his disability.
Itis just one part of who he is.
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