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	about the author










  While ranging through the Pacific Northwest, Chloë Ernst has skied on the slopes overlooking her home in Vancouver, British Columbia, hiked to hot springs in Olympic National Park, been awed by the panoramas of the Gorge Amphitheater on the Columbia River, and followed parts of Ezra Meeker’s Oregon Trail. For updates to this guide, she covered more than 2,000 miles of Washington highways, byways, and gravel roads and interviewed more than 150 locals.




  Chloë has written more than a dozen travel guides, including titles for FalconGuides, Frommer’s, and Fodor’s. While she holds a Canadian passport, her affinity with the friendly folk of Washington State has only grown amidst lost wallets, missed turns, and late arrivals in small towns. Find more about the travel journalist’s adventures at chloeernst.com.
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	introduction






  



  From Yakima’s 8 inches of annual rainfall to more than 12 feet in the rain forests of the Olympic Peninsula, it’s hard to put the Evergreen State in any one category. Wineries, whale sightings, steam-powered railroads, and power-generating dams count amongst the attractions within a 2-hour drive of Seattle.




  Three national parks—Olympic, Rainier, and the North Cascades—and one of the nation’s most stunning national monuments, Mount St. Helens, all deliver high-altitude, snow-capped scenery. Out on the coast, waterfront and underwater parks venture below sea level. Forests cover about half the state, and the majority of that is government managed. It’s no wonder, then, that in this state lassoed by nature, so many people head outdoors to play; there are opportunities for everything from hiking and kayaking to rock climbing, skiing, and stand-up paddleboarding.




  Washington takes much of its shape from volcanic activity and the ice age. Heaving plates created the state’s volcanoes, many of which remain active to this day. The state shares an international border with Canada at the 49th parallel to the north and is bordered by the states of Idaho to the east and Oregon to the south. The Pacific Ocean lies to the west.




  In the northern coastal region, waterfront towns are filled with outdoor art and surrounded by lush farmlands that yield crops of flowers, fruit, and vegetables. Indeed, along the entire tangled coast of Puget Sound, the dense population ensures a mixture of museums, vibrant arts, and busy festivals.




  To the east of Seattle lies the imposing Cascade Range. Part of the Pacific Ring of Fire (the stretch of volcanoes and frequent seismic activity that nearly encircles the Pacific), the mountains include the state’s tallest peak—Mount Rainier at 14,410 feet—as well as the imposing heights of Mounts Baker, Adams, and St. Helens. Beyond the Cascades to the east, the scenery transforms into the dry but rich agricultural lands of the Columbia Plateau, defined by the grand Columbia River.




  The Cascades are the dividing line for the weather in the state. To the west you’ll need umbrellas and rain gear to stay dry in a maritime climate that is defined by its mildness, cloud cover, and drizzle. East of the Cascades expect the hottest and coldest extremes in the state. With generally sunny days and clear skies, eastern Washington is a favorite escape from Seattle’s low cloud ceiling.




  A westward journey ventures into the Olympic Mountains, Kitsap Peninsula, and islands. Rain shadows create hyperlocal climates, which means driving 20 minutes down the road puts you in a new world all together. This is also the region where the Washington State ferry system is most prevalent and provides travelers with access to the San Juan Islands, the far reaches of Kitsap Peninsula, and Canada.




  Throughout the state you’ll encounter the rich traditions and finely crafted art of Native American nations who have long called the Pacific Northwest their home. Several cities and towns in the state—Snoqualmie, Yakima, Chehalis, Puyallup—bear the names of these Native American nations. Many of the rivers, mountains, and natural features also take names from Coast Salish languages. Not all appear on the map, however, such as Mount Tahoma—the Native American name for Mount Rainier.




  Throughout the state, and particularly in the smaller towns, there’s an enduring pioneer spirit—one that is preserved in re-created pioneer villages or in community-run museums. Local docents retell the days before and after Washington became a state in 1889.




  We can also define the spirit of the state as festive. Faced by many a drizzly day, Washingtonians love nothing more that to get outdoors and celebrate the season. Whether that means catching spring tulips in Skagit Valley, a late-summer fair in Puyallup, the fall grape crush at the wineries, autumn salmon watching in Issaquah, or a winter cowboy gathering in Ellensburg, there’s always something to see and do.




  Expect traffic in and around Seattle, but a day trip out of the city will take you to places where the roads are open and the horizon beckons. Washington—its mountains, valleys, activities, museums, history, and culture—is truly yours to explore and so much is only a day trip away.




  I wrote the first edition of this guide with the help of a Blackberry cell phone and a couple of inch-thick road atlases. The travel world has changed since 2009, and so too has this guide: There are more attractions, more festivals, and more places to stop to give you greater options for your itineraries. Sit back and let these routes do the heavy lifting of planning your next day trip.
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	using this guide










  This guide is organized as the compass points lie. Deviations from that fall in line with major routes and highways so as not to separate neighboring destinations based on an arbitrary line.




  Within each chapter day trips are presented in a nearest-to-furthest order with those closest to Seattle appearing first. Those demanding more travel appear later in the section.




  For each day trip we’ve offered up far more than a day’s worth of attractions, activities, and eateries. There are options for family getaways, romantic escapes, independent explorations, outdoor adventures, and historical tours. The intent is to provide diverse options so you can pick and choose from the listings to create an itinerary that suits your own style and interests.




  All times and distances are given in relation to downtown Seattle. As you already know—or will quickly discover—being just a few miles outside of the traffic bottleneck will reduce travel time significantly, while hardly impacting the overall distance covered.




  hours of operation and prices




  We’ve provided details on hours and pricing as they were at the time of publication. In the interest of accuracy, and because they are subject to continual change, hours of operation in particular are given in general terms. Please always call ahead or check online. If you have specific questions, please use the provided phone numbers and websites to contact the establishments directly—they will be able to provide the most current information.




  pricing key




  accommodations




  The pricing code below reflects the average cost of a double-occupancy room during the peak-price period. Prices do not include state or local sales taxes, occupancy tax, or any other taxes and fees that will be included in a final bill. Always ask about special discounts, which can include AAA, military, senior, or corporate.








	$

	less than $90 for a double-occupancy room






	$$

	$90 to $140






	$$$

	$141 to $199






	$$$$

	$200 and up











  
restaurants





  This code prices out the average cost of a main entree. For a full dinner expect to add any drinks, wine, appetizers, desserts, taxes, and tip. In Washington a 15 percent tip is customary, with more for exceptional service. Pricing for lunch and breakfast dishes, where applicable, usually falls in a lower price bracket.










	$

	less than $10 per entree






	$$

	$11 to $20






	$$$

	$21 to $34






	$$$$

	$35 and up











  attractions




  This code prices out the average adult entry cost to the listed attractions. Prices do not reflect the total including tax. Family pricing packages and discounts are often available.










	$

	under $10 for an adult entry ticket






	$$

	$10 to $19






	$$$

	$20 and up











  driving tips




  With ferries, mountain passes, and major highways, a trip along a Washington roadway is no drive in the country. Rockslides, landslides, heavy snow, washed out roads, or ferries with mechanical troubles can all slow down a trip and provide a dose of the unexpected.




  An undeniable fact is that it rains and rains a lot in the Northwest. Hydroplaning is a constant danger when the roads are wet. Slow down. Take a byway, not the highway. When roads are slick and water pools, it is easy to lose control of your vehicle.




  State patrol is often out, ticketing those who exceed the posted speed limits. Watch your driving speed with particular attention on interstates where speed limits drop, such as the stretch of I-5 south of Bellingham where the limit drops from 70 mph to 60 mph. Fines double in construction zones.




  I keep up to date on traffic reports by radio, particularly on I-5, I-90, and I-405 stretches around Seattle. The radio station 97.3 FM reports on traffic conditions every 10 minutes, as does 97.7 FM/1000 AM.




  Some highways that traverse mountain passes close in winter. Two such highways are SR 20 between Ross Lake in the North Cascades and Winthrop, and SR 410 from Cayuse Pass near Mount Rainier. Other high elevation roads may be closed or experience dangerous driving conditions such as landslides, rock falls, or washouts. Washington State Department of Transport (WSDOT) provides a traffic information line. Access it by dialing 511 on most phones or (800) 695-7623. Details are also available on the WSDOT website, wsdot.wa.gov/traffic.




  Lastly, Washington State Ferries serves as a secondary, floating highway system for the state. But waiting in line patiently and smart planning are all part of the highway code. Ferries are charged with responding to Mayday calls, so journeys occasionally take a detour. Suffice it to say, plan on extra time as you negotiate the system.




  highway designations




  	Interstates are prefaced by “I” and are generally multilane, divided highways that are also known as freeways or expressways. There are seven in the state: I-5, I-82, I-90, I-182, I-205, I-405, and I-705.


  	US highways are mostly two- and three-lane undivided roads and prefaced by “US,” although “Highway” is sometimes used locally, as in Highway 2 that runs through Leavenworth.


  	State routes are paved and prefaced by “SR,” although sometimes they are prefixed by “WA” instead.







  highway quirks




  State routes are often more commonly known by their destination rather than the number. Thus SR 504, which heads up to Mount St. Helens, is also called Spirit Lake Memorial Highway, and SR 542 is better known as Mount Baker Highway.




  The occasional Forest Service road is abbreviated as FSR—you’ll mostly find these roads in or near national parks and forests.




  Lastly, addresses given by milepost are abbreviated as MP.




  travel tips




  area codes




  Traveling to most of these day trips will put you outside the 206 area code of Seattle, Bain-bridge Island, and Vashon Island. Other area codes you’ll encounter include:




  	253: Western Washington (Tacoma and area)


  	360: Western Washington (Leavenworth, Ellensburg, Yakima, and east)


  	425: Western Washington (Everett, Bellevue, and east)


  	509: Eastern Washington


  	
564: Used throughout the state, as an overlay of other area codes. The area code is available in all of western Washington and switched the state over to ten-digit dialing in 2017.



  	For cell phones: Be sure to check with your provider before dialing outside your local calling area—extra charges may apply.







  sales tax




  Statewide, you’ll pay a sales tax on most items save food and prescription medications (6.5 percent in 2020). There can be additional county taxes as well as a hotel occupancy tax. Expect to pay an additional 15 to 20 percent in taxes and fees on hotel rooms.




  where to get more information




  Day Trips attempts to cover a wide variety of attractions, but those looking for additional material can contact the following agencies by phone or the web. Regarding the latter, there are now incredible volumes of online reviews. Be aware these can be contradictory and conflicting as each person’s experience is different.




  Each region as well as larger cities and attractions all have their own tourism boards. In addition to these resources (we’ve listed visitor centers with each of the day trips), a few other helpful sources include:




  Amtrak
(800) 872-7245
amtrak.com




  National Register of Historic Places
nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister




  Washington Independent Inns Network
wainnsiders.com




  Washington State Ferries
(206) 464-6400 or (888) 808-7977
wsdot.wa.gov/ferries




  Washington State Parks
(360) 902-8844 (information) or (888) 226-7688 (reservations)
infocent@parks.wa.gov (information) or reservations@parks.wa.gov (reservations) parks.state.wa.us




  Washington State Tourism
experiencewa.com




  Washington Trails Association
(206) 625-1367
wta.org




  
best for: itinerary finder





  Most day trips have shopping, heritage charm, museums, great dining, beer, local coffee, great parks, scenic views—these are some of the wonderful across-the-state charms of the Pacific Northwest. But beyond that, here’s a glance at some of the best aspects of the trips in this guide. And I’ll even share my favorites!
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day trip 01
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	trams and planes:
edmonds, lynnwood, everett










  North of Seattle you’ll find interactive museums, small-town shopping, and waterfront views all just a short drive up the interstate in Edmonds, Lynnwood, and Everett. Amble through Edmonds, along streets lined with trees and independent merchants, where a slow-paced charm insulates visitors from the ever-close Seattle traffic. Then cut back toward I-5 to visit the tiny but historic Heritage Park and a mega shopping center in Lynnwood.




  Finally, sea and sky meet in Everett with a lively waterfront district and large marina that boasts a community-on-the-water feel. There’s an impressive selection of flight museums (including the must-see Future of Flight Aviation Center and Boeing Tour). Add the special occasion of an AquaSox game or a concert at Angel of the Winds Arena, and the wide streets with historic facades become the ideal place to spend a warm summer evening.




  Local events celebrate food, art, music, and so much more.




  edmonds




  Beyond the charm of the pedestrian-friendly main streets, Edmonds has an enviable position on Puget Sound that offers up picturesque frames of the Olympic Mountains from the city beaches. A central fountain, summer flower boxes, and a historic walking tour—that includes properties on its own Edmonds Register of Historic Places—add an undeniable appeal to a town that also boasts some quirkiness.
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  Formerly a mill town, Edmonds now serves as the departure point for daily ferries to Kingston, gateway to Kitsap Peninsula and the Olympics beyond (see Day Trips West 01 and 02, and Northwest 02 for attractions in the area). Near the ferry terminal, venture to an art museum or an underwater marine park off Brackett’s Landing Park where sunken boats have become treasure for divers.




  getting there




  From Seattle, drive 12 miles north on I-5 taking exit 177 to Edmonds. SR 104 zips northwest to Edmonds, becoming Sunset Avenue and intersecting Main Street. The ferry and beaches lie on the shore to the west, while the shopping and museums are to the east. Total travel time is about 25 minutes, not accounting for traffic.




  where to go




  Edmonds Visitor Bureau. 120 Fifth Ave. North, Edmonds; (425) 776-6711; visitedmonds.com. Housed in the historic Hanley Cabin, the visitor bureau offers area information plus a dose of local history. In its former life this cabin was a home to various local families, the first of who were the Ganahls and the last the Hanleys. Open Mon to Sat.




  Cascadia Art Museum. 190 Sunset Ave. Edmonds; (425) 336-4809; cascadiaartmuseum.org. Exhibits focus on the Pacific Northwest art from around 1860 to 1970. The museum opened in 2015 in a former grocery store and is near the ferry terminal. Open Wed to Sun. $$.




  Edmonds Center for the Arts. 410 Fourth Ave. North, Edmonds; (425) 275-9595; edmondscenterforthearts.org. Since hosting its first performance in 2006, the venue has presented a stunning variety of concerts, dance performances, comedy, and film cabarets. The center was once a school auditorium. $$–$$$.
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  salish sea




  In 2009 and 2010 groups named the border-crossing trio of Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and the Georgia Strait together as the Salish Sea. The name recognizes a shared ecosystem and Coast Salish heritage but doesn’t displace any existing names. Common animal residents include orcas, also known as the southern resident killer whales.














  Edmonds Historical Museum. 118 Fifth Ave. North, Edmonds; (425) 774-0900; historicedmonds.org. A former library and city hall, the Carnegie Building now houses the Edmonds Historical Museum. Next door to the visitor center, the museum traces the roots of Edmonds back through its incorporation in 1890. Open afternoons Wed to Sun. $.




  Edmonds Underwater Park and Brackett’s Landing. Foot of Main Street, Edmonds; edmondswa.gov/edmonds-underwater-park-discovery.html. If giant Pacific octopi don’t worry you, Edmonds Underwater Park makes a great diving destination. Beneath the waves divers find sunken ships and diverse marine life. Meanwhile for the majority who stay on land, Brackett’s Landing has sweeping views of the water and mountains.




  Marina Beach Park. 470 Admiral Way, Edmonds. On a windy day thrashing waves beat against the sandy shore. Between a fenced-in dog beach and an impressive marina and boatyard where shelves of boats stack three-high, Marina Beach offers an excellent vantage of the ferries and Puget Sound.




  where to eat




  Chanterelle. 316 Main St., Edmonds; (425) 774-0650; chanterellewa.com. With a healthy share of well-priced yet creative comfort foods, this eatery will suffice whether you’re looking for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Start with a pear and Brie quesadilla, a medley of mussels and clams, or the famous tomato bisque. Then indulge in a simple meat loaf, fresh salmon, or cioppino stew. Open daily 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; closes at 1 p.m. on Sun. $$–$$$.




  Daphnes. 415½ Main St., Edmonds; no phone. Tiny, intimate, and friendly, Daphnes is one of the most fun spots in Edmonds. With the petite size of the venue (there are just two tables plus the bar), you can’t help but meet the locals. Ravenous day-trippers may be best satisfied to make this a before- or after-dinner stop, but do enjoy a little food and a little wine in this lovely little find. Open daily 4 p.m. to midnight. $$.




  Red Twig Cafe and Bakery. 117 Fifth Ave. South, Edmonds; (425) 771-1200; redtwig.com. House-roasted coffee, fresh-baked pastries, and Red Twig’s own granola are some examples of the pride this eatery takes in what it serves. Hot breakfasts, fresh lunches of salads or power bowls, and shareable fare is also on the menu. Open daily for breakfast, lunch, and light dinner. $$.




  The Cheesemonger’s Table. 203 Fifth Ave. South, Edmonds; (425) 640-8949; cheesemongerstable.com. This is cheesy heaven. Ripe cheeses, smoky cured meats, and olive-oil-drenched antipasti combine in charcuterie boards, grilled sandwiches, and even dessert. Open daily. $$.




  
lynnwood





  Originally established as the chicken-raising community of Alderwood, Lynnwood has since become a center for commerce. And although in some respects the highways dominate the city (it’s at the junction of the state’s most heavily trafficked interstates, I-5 and I-405), visitors will find hidden charm amidst the pavement. Discover the time capsule that is Heritage Park, where a telling exhibit on the interurban trolley car, friendly local ambassadors, and an absorbing genealogical society all make the park more than expected. Afterward head out to explore the shopping center at Alderwood Mall, one of the largest shopping complexes in the state. And remember: journeys to Seattle once took two days by wagon!




  getting there




  Lynnwood lies just 3 miles east, back toward I-5. From Main Street in Edmonds, head northeast on 3rd Avenue North, turn right on Caspers, and continue as it turns into Puget Drive. Follow the twisty route as it becomes 196th Street Southwest and heads into Lynnwood.




  Or if heading straight to Lynnwood from Seattle, take I-5 exit 181B.




  where to go




  Heritage Park. 19921 Poplar Way, Lynnwood; alderwood.org. The historic park offers a few heritage landmarks for a longer-than-expected stop. See the ornate stained glass of the 1909 Interurban Trolley Car 55, search family history at the Sno-Isle Genealogical Society Library (425-775-6267), or time travel to the now completely transformed community of Alderwood Manor at Heritage Cottage (425-775-4694). Mostly run by volunteers, the hours for each park attraction can vary greatly, so call ahead. The park grounds, however, are open daily and parking is free.
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  on the way to everett




  Stop by the Mukilteo Light Station (608 Front St., Mukilteo; 425-513-9602; mukilteohistorical.org) to see the century-old lighthouse with a lens that dates to 1852. There’s a park with waterfront access and the vantage overlooks the ferry to Whidbey Island (see Day Trip Northwest 01). Open weekends only from April to September.













  
where to shop





  Alderwood. 3000 184th St. Southwest, Lynnwood; (425) 771-1121; alderwoodmall.com. Indoor and outdoor shops provide more than 155 shopping and dining experiences at Alderwood Mall. Fashion (including department stores Macy’s, JCPenney, and Nordstrom) complements the mix of tasty treats, beauty, accessories, footwear, and other shopping. Open daily.




  everett




  Air meets the ocean in Everett. The city makes a top destination for flight enthusiasts with a cluster of museums dedicated to flying machines of all kinds. In downtown Everett wide main streets complement the many heritage-fronted commercial properties. Silvertips hockey and concerts at Angel of the Winds Arena and Everett AquaSox games at Funko Field draw crowds into the city. Local festivals harness the young, hip vibe of the city with music concerts, tastings, and more.




  The port is a burgeoning area, with summer boat trips to the two-mile-long beach at Jetty Island, great dining with water views, and a Sunday farmers market. Grand Avenue Park Bridge is a connector from the clifftop park to the marina area. Take the journey down to the waterfront, where the impressive marina and requisite excellent sunsets firmly connect the city to its coastal roots.




  getting there




  I-5 trims the eastern edge of Everett. If your plan includes visiting the flight museums or plane spotting at the airport, take exit 186 to 128th Street Southwest, which becomes Airport Road. Or turn at exit 189, which becomes Boeing Freeway.




  If a waterfront stroll and sipping a local brew on a patio are more your speed, follow I-5 to exit 193, leading onto Pacific Avenue and downtown Everett.




  where to go




  Visitor information. There’s no visitor information center in Everett, but local info is available at visiteverett.com.




  Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum. 3407 109th St. Southwest, Paine Field, Everett; (206) 342-4242; flyingheritage.com. World War II Allied and Axis aircraft form the bulk of this well-restored collection of prop planes, privately owned by Paul G. Allen of Microsoft fame. Be sure to visit on a fly day when you can see the 1935–1945 vintage aircraft outside the hangar, soaring and roaring through the skies above Paine Airfield. Open daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day, closed Mon the rest of the year. $$.




  Forest Park. 802 East Mukilteo Blvd., Everett; (425) 257-8300; everettwa.org. Everett’s oldest park is a gem encompassing 197 acres of woodland and attractions. A summertime animal farm, forested trails, tennis courts, and indoor swimming pool make the park a perfect low-key day-trip destination. At the very least, take a drive along Mukilteo Boulevard and enjoy the route that winds down through the mossy groves. Open daily.




  Funko. 2802 Wetmore Ave., Everett; (425) 783-3616; funko.com. Giant toy figures stand sentinel around this can’t-miss-it headquarters, where Funko creates pop culture figures as well as allows visitors to build their own. The store has a playland atmosphere that’s worth a visit to witness. Open daily.




  Future of Flight Aviation Center and Boeing Tour. 8415 Paine Field Blvd., Mukilteo; (425) 438-8100 or (800) 464-1476; futureofflight.org. By volume the Boeing factory is the largest building in the world. The 90-minute tour takes visitors through the factory, where the majority of Boeing planes are constructed, including the 787 Dreamliner. Extras like a design-your-own-jet program, gallery, and observation deck all add to the experience, making the factory a day trip in itself. There are some hard-and-fast rules: Children must be at least 4 feet tall, and no personal belongings are allowed on the tour (although there are lockers available). Either reserve tickets online or plan to arrive early during the day as tickets sell out quickly, particularly on summer weekends. Open daily except for major holidays with tours starting on the hour. Military and senior discounts available. $$$.




  Hibulb Cultural Center & Natural History Preserve. 6410 23rd Ave NE, Tulalip; (360) 716-2600; hibulbculturalcenter.org. The culture of the Tulalip people is introduced through the large gallery of exhibits, a longhouse with story-telling experiences, and a 50-acre nature preserve. Open Tues to Sun.




  Historic Flight at Kilo-7. 10719 Bernie Webber Dr., Mukilteo; (425) 348-3200; historicflight.org. Between Paine Field and the Mukilteo Speedway, this working museum restores planes to flying condition and also holds events to show them in motion. The museum focuses on the era beginning with the first cross-Atlantic solo flight through to 1957. Open Tues to Sun. $$.




  Imagine Children’s Museum. 1502 Wall St., Everett; (425) 258-1006; imaginecm.org. You’ll find planes, trains, and automobiles at the Imagine Children’s Museum, except these are mini-friendly versions and far less noisy. The museum is like the playroom every kid dreams of: an indoor tree house, pretend downtown Main Street, fire engine, walk-on ferry, and even a mountain. Closed Mon. $$.




  Jetty Island. Ferries leave from 10th Street and West Marine View Drive, Everett; (425) 257-8304; everettwa.org/parks. Jetty Island is a human-made slice of sandy shore and a spitting-distance getaway. Free ferries leave every 15–30 minutes from Jetty Landing, by the expansive 10th Street Boat Launch. The summer schedule teems with events, particularly for families. Sunset tours, nature walks, and sand-castle-building contests are all part of the fun. Sitting on dry land in the parking lot is the historic schooner Equator. The empty shell of the wooden boat hints at its one-time greatness as a trading ship. Jetty Island is open daily from July through Labor Day. $.




  Museum of Flight Restoration Center. 2909 100th St. Southwest, Everett; (425) 745-5150; museumofflight.org. In hangar C-72 there’s some work going on: The restoration center refurbishes planes for the ever-popular Museum of Flight in Seattle. A variety of models can be viewed in various states of repair (and disrepair). Open Wed to Sun. $.




  Schack Art Center. 2921 Hoyt Ave., Everett; (425) 259-5050; schack.org. The hottest draw here is glassblowing, and the hot shop window is a look into the mesmerizing world of glass artistry. There’s also a visual arts gallery, a wide variety of classes for serious students or just the curious, and regularly changing exhibits. Open daily.




  where to eat




  Lombardi’s. 1620 West Marine View Dr., Everett; (425) 252-1886; lombardisitalian.com. On the Everett waterfront sits this sleek restaurant. An outdoor patio complements the interior with lots of natural light—a bright spot to enjoy a rainy day. Head here for a plate of the area’s rich ocean bounty: wild salmon or Dungeness crab. Open for lunch and dinner. $$–$$$.




  The Vintage Cafe. 1508 Hewitt Ave., Everett; (425) 252-8224; thevintagecafe.net. Serving comfort food, the Vintage Cafe is a charming spot to chow down. Three-course dinners come loaded with extras like soup, a side, veggies, and bread—plus dessert! Open daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. $–$$.




  where to stay




  Inn at Port Gardner. 1700 West Marine View Dr., Everett; (425) 252-6779 or (888) 252-6779; innatportgardner.com. Few better locations exist. The Inn at Port Gardner overlooks the Everett Marina and offers a fun mix of nightlife and comfort. More than thirty rooms all feature queen- or king-size beds, while the harbor-view suites also offer soaking tubs, fireplaces, and decks or patios. Includes breakfast delivered to the room. $$–$$$.









  
day trip 02
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	tulips and oysters:
la conner, mount vernon, chuckanut drive










  Washington’s blooms are on full display in the Skagit Valley each spring. Usually in April—or “governed by Mother Nature” as locals put it—daffodils, irises, and tulips brighten the local fields. But the region offers more than stunning blooms.




  A favorite day-trip town, La Conner specializes in quaint—be it the rainbow-shaped bridge or roadside stands of fruit and local vegetables that operate on an honor system. Tucked in the saltwater Swinomish Channel that connects Padilla and Skagit Bays, with a 25 mph speed limit, the village is a place where time slows down.




  This route then heads along the coast through farmlands to stop in at tulip central: the nurseries and show gardens of Mount Vernon. Further north, lucky travelers will follow the unrivaled Chuckanut Drive. The route, officially SR 11, connects the Samish farmlands, where hidden eateries are the norm, to cliff-side lookouts, where escarpments tower above the ever-tempestuous ocean. It’s a narrow road that was one of Washington’s first scenic drives, and it remains an all-time favorite.




  la conner




  This historic waterfront village warrants an on-foot exploration of quality shops and a walk over the iconic Rainbow Bridge across Swinomish Channel. As La Conner works its charm, stay longer and capture a waterfront vantage from the sculpture-adorned Gilkey Square or from a restaurant patio while you tuck into a seafood feast of fresh Dungeness crab. During the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival, La Conner becomes a top destination for enjoying the blooms and the refreshing spring days that accompany the festival.
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