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Introduction

A visit from the president of the United States always brings excitement. In Maine, part of that excitement comes, perhaps, from the fact that we rarely see a president—only eighteen of the forty-five United States presidents have visited our state in our country’s 244-year history.

The presidents that did visit Maine were reflective of the times in which they served. Many of the visits came at significant points in a presidency. Some visits had controversy, conflict, and ironic twists. For example, consider the following:


	During George Washington’s visit, Maine was not even Maine, it was part of Massachusetts.

	President Ulysses S. Grant was the hero of the recently ended Civil War.

	President Benjamin Harrison’s visit left many Bar Harbor people with a bad taste in their mouth.

	President Franklin Delano Roosevelt visited the state after a secret international meeting just before the United States joined World War II.

	President John F. Kennedy visited less than a month before his assassination.

	President Lyndon Baines Johnson visited, but it was the Secret Service that received most of the attention.

	President Richard Nixon was met with protests that saw Mainer battle Mainer.

	President Carter spent the night of his visit with a common, ordinary Maine family, in their modest home.

	
President Trump’s visit came in the middle of a global pandemic.



Besides visiting the cities of Maine, several presidents made their way to Bar Harbor for a brief rest. With its annual summer register of prominent national and international guests, Mount Desert Island was a safe place for a president to visit—you would have thought.

Another common thread of these visits is the importance played by Maine’s James Blaine, a politician and statesman, and nearly the president of the United States. Blaine’s Augusta home, where many of the presidents were entertained, is now Maine’s official governor’s residence, Blaine House.

All the Maine presidential visits left us with great stories, as well as a detailed view of Maine’s lively history.

This is a look at the many times Maine has hailed to the chief.
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George Washington


… barely set foot …

—Bangor Daily News



The first documented visit on Maine soil by a United States president was George Washington. In 1789 our nation’s first chief executive made a trip to all thirteen states, a major undertaking in a pre-mechanized era.

According to the Bangor Daily News many years later, as part of this trip President Washington “barely set foot” in Kittery, Maine, at a time when Maine was part of Massachusetts.
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James K. Polk


You don’t know what a relief it is to be allowed to do exactly as I please once in a while.

—President James K. Polk



The second presidential visit to Maine came fifty-eight years after President Washington’s, when James Knox Polk, the eleventh president of the United States, visited Maine’s bigger cities.

Maine had only been a state for twenty-nine years when President Polk visited. He was fifty-one years old at the time and two years into his first term in office.

Born in a log cabin in Pineville, North Carolina, to a farmer, James K. Polk was a frail child. He would die less than two years after his visit to Maine, at the age of fifty-three. Polk was said to look exhausted when he left office at the end of his term, three months before his death.

Polk married Sarah Childress, a well-educated woman who assisted with her husband’s political campaigns as well as his presidency.

During Polk’s time in office, the only staff in the White House was Polk’s own slaves. The Polk family continued to hold the slaves until the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery sixteen years later.

In the summer of 1847 President Polk was traveling through New England, starting in New York and traveling through to Boston, and Lowell and Concord, New Hampshire. He was to visit Augusta on July 2 and go back through Portland the following day.

Upon hearing the news of Polk’s visit, Bangor quickly arranged a presidential reception committee and on June 28, 1847, issued its own invitation to the White House:


To the Hon. James K. Polk, President of the United States

Sir:

At a meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen and Common Council of the City of Bangor, held this day, the following Order was unanimously passed in both branches:

… The undersigned members of the Committee would assure the President that the Order expresses the general wish of the inhabitants of this city to extend to him a cordial welcome on his arrival to this section of the country, and to promote the object of his tour, and contribute to his enjoyment in it. It is with pleasure, therefore, that they have been made the medium of this communication; and they would personally for themselves, and in behalf of the City Council, urge on the President, if consistent with the arrangements of his journey, to extend his visit to Bangor, and partake of the hospitalities so cordially tendered by the Order, and which, we assure him, will be highly agreeable to the citizens generally of the Eastern section of the State, and especially so to those of Bangor; and they request of him an answer at his earliest convenience.

With sentiments of high respect and consideration, we are your fellow citizens—

Chas. Hayward

John McDonald

John S. Sayward

S. P. Strickland

S. Clinton Hatch

J. E. Godfrey



Polk’s reply came from Edmund Burke, the president’s Commissioner of Patents:


Gentlemen:

I am requested by the President to inform you that he has received your letter on the 28th alt. communicating to him the Order of the City Authorities of Bangor, inviting him to visit that city during his present tour in the New England States. In reply he desires me to say, that his present engagements, and his determination to return to Washington as soon as circumstances will permit, compel him very reluctantly to decline the invitation to visit the city of Bangor, so kindly and courteously tendered through you, as the organs and the authorities and people of your city.



The firing of a cannon at Mt. Joy and the ringing of the city bells announced the arrival of President Polk in Portland on Friday, July 2, 1847 at noon.

Polk’s train was received by the Portland Mayor Eliphalet Greeley, members of the Portland City Council, and the event’s Committee of Arrangements.

“The weather was exceedingly fine; and the views of the city, the distant bay and islands, the ocean beyond Cape Elizabeth, and particularly the unfinished breakwater, must have been highly gratifying to the President” wrote the Portland Advertiser.

The crowd was dense in the immediate vicinity of President Polk’s arrival. His welcome and remarks lasted about a half an hour, and then Polk and his party entered a carriage procession that consisted of approximately thirty carriages. The presidential procession was accompanied by the Young Men’s Cavalcade, the Portland Light Infantry, and a portion of the Portland Fire Department, in total about four hundred men. About two hundred students from the Portland public schools lined the procession route along State Street, some with wreaths in their hands. A few times the crowd attempted a group cheer, but it was never successful.

“Very few people, apparently, were in from the country, occupied with what one might have reasonably expected, and altogether the throng in the streets was not by any means so great as we anticipated,” wrote the Advertiser.

As the procession reached the Eastern Promenade, a group of railroad workers let off half a score of explosive charges.

“An appropriate tribute of repeat to one so heartedly favorable to internal improvements—as well as an excellent application of gunpowder,” wrote the Advertiser.

The plan had been for the president to personally meet the people assembled in front of the Portland Exchange, the building in Portland that held most federal offices, but due to the large turnout at the exchange, the plans quickly changed. Instead, Polk was escorted directly into the exchange building, to the personal rooms of the mayor. Polk was then escorted to the second-floor balcony of the exchange, a more practical place from which to address the larger-than-expected crowd.

From the balcony, Mayor Greeley introduced President Polk to the citizens below.

President Polk complimented the citizens of Portland and the city itself, and said he wished he could stay longer but that he had other engagements. The president’s brief speech was met with a legitimate, hearty cheer, “the only one we heard during the day,” said the Advertiser.

A veteran who was severely wounded at the battle of Buena Vista was also introduced to the crowd and received the same cheer.

At 4:00 p.m. the president and his party had dinner at the U.S. Hotel in Portland. Reporters were not invited. The evening in Portland ended with fireworks at Portland City Hall, entertaining a vast crowd that had assembled at sunset and stayed after the fireworks ended.

Leaving that night from Portland, President Polk made his way to Hallowell aboard the steam ship Huntress.

It was late at night, and the Huntress was running late. The assembled crowd at the Hallowell boat landing watched in the growing darkness of the summer’s night for light from the presidential ship.

At midnight, the Huntress hove into view. On the first sight of the ship, cannons were fired by the gunners who were standing by.

“The first glimmer of light and the first faint chug of her paddles set the bells a-ringing in Hallowell, and the bell-ringers at Augusta heard the sound and joined the chorus,” wrote the Advertiser.

A display of fireworks caused a bright illumination of the city. Polk arrived in Augusta in “a style of great splendor,” said the Bangor Whig and Courier, whose editor had been on the committee to invite Polk to Bangor.

President Polk and his entourage were met by the Portland Reception Committee, R. D. Rice, G. W. Stanley, W. A Drew, E. Bronson, G. White, J. H. Williams, and J. A. Petteingild, and escorted to awaiting carriages.

From the steamer landing in Hallowell to the east side of the Kennebec River in Augusta, all along the carriage procession route people rushed to the windows and freshened the candles that were burning to show a welcome to the president.

“The housewives who had frugally waited for the President’s coming before starting the illumination now lit up their windows for the first time, and history records that from Hallowell to Augusta, along the line of travel there was hardly a house which had not its welcoming lights,” said the Lewiston Evening Journal.

As the presidential procession made its way to the State House in Augusta, they saw that every window in the building held candles. A score of willing youngsters had been recruited to light the numerous candles at a prearranged signal and to stand by them to make sure none went out as the procession proceeded along. Every hotel window along State Street was lit with candles.

The procession crossed the bridge and stopped at the mansion of former Maine Senator Reuel Williams, situated high on the hill above old Fort Western. The spot had a rich view of the Kennebec Valley. Senator Williams, noted for his hospitality, welcomed his guests, President Polk and Secretary of State James Buchanan, on the house’s portico. The men were ushered into the spacious parlors, decorated with mahogany and brass, the walls beautifully adorned. Polk and Buchanan stayed the night there, while others in the party were entertained at the home of Daniel Williams on Myrtle Street.

The next morning, despite the numerous offerings of his host, President Polk simply ate milk and bread for breakfast, telling Mrs. Williams that it was the best thing he had eaten since he left the White House.

“You don’t know what a relief it is to be allowed to do exactly as I please once in a while,” the president told Mrs. Williams. “There has been so much of eating and dining all the way down to your beautiful state that it is almost more than the mortal frame can stand.”

Polk’s “black servant” told a reporter that there was never such good cooking as that of Maine.

While Polk was eating his bread and milk, the front yard of the Williams mansion was slowly filling with citizens anxious to get a peek at the president, maybe even a handshake. Hundreds of citizens would ultimately gather there, and hundreds more would line the streets leading to the Williams mansion.

Inside the house, Mr. Williams suggested that President Polk show himself at the front door and at least bow his acknowledgements. The crowd cheered wildly when Polk emerged on the portico, standing and smiling. Seeing that the president was somewhat uncomfortable, Mrs. Williams joined her guest.

“Mr. President, you are making a great many of your people very, very happy,” Mrs. Williams said to Polk as they stood together on the portico.

“Madam, they are my masters, I am their servant,” Polk replied with a bow.

The people nearest the house heard the words and passed them to the people behind them, and as the president’s words spread, the crowed began a cheer of graciousness. President Polk bowed to the crowd again and returned to the inside of the house. He then held an informal reception in the parlor of the house for a few invited guests.

General A. Redington, Marshal of the Day, arrived at the Williams home and told President Polk that his escort to the State House was ready and the procession to the Augusta State House would begin as soon as the president said so.

In an open barouche, President Polk bowed his thanks to the now thousands of people who lined the streets near the Williams mansion. Men stood with bared heads along the entire line of the procession and cheered lustily as the executive carriage passed.

At the state house, President Polk was escorted to the Hall of Representatives to address the Maine legislature, which was gathered in joint convention. Governor John W. Dana of Fryeburg welcomed the president:


Permit me, as the organ of the constituted authorities of Maine, to tender to you, in their behalf, her courtesies and hospitalities,” said Governor Dana.

We tender them to you as the Chief Magistrate of a Republic whose youthful energy and progress give sure promise, that, in her approaching maturity, she must exert a controlling influence over the destinies of the world.

We beg you, too, as the representative of the whole Union, comprising institutions in many respects dissimilar, to regard our cordial welcome as an evidence that Maine in her sympathies knows no geographical limit—that she never will permit their patriotic attachment to every member of the Confederacy to be weakened by appeals to local prejudices or sectional jealousies.

In judging of the capabilities of our State, we would with pride direct your attention to our commercial, our navigating, our fishing, our lumbering, our mineral, our agricultural, and our manufacturing resources, and ask you to count, if you can, their value and importance or fix upon the date of their exhaustion.

Permit me again, on behalf of our citizens, to bid you a most hearty, cordial welcome to the state.

President Polk gave his reply:

Mr. Governor: It is seldom the good fortune of any man to be the recipient of such distinguished consideration as that bestowed on me today, by the highest constituted authorities of the state. I can however, in no sense appropriate to myself personally the homage which has marked my reception here. I receive it, therefore, as an homage rendered to the institutions of the country, in the person of its chief magistrate, who is but the servant of the people, charged, for the time being, with the administration of the government.



President Polk went on to thank God for our sovereign nation. He spoke of the need to protect that sovereignty and the style of government designed by the founding fathers, “With our obligation to do so, I have been most sensibly impressed by my visit to the people of your State, who, while they so extremely enjoy its privileges and its blessings, cannot fail to appreciate its value.”

Polk said that Maine’s style of government was achieved by compromise and spoke of the usefulness of that compromise. He spoke of the need to preserve the Union.


It is but fifty-eight years since the formation of this confederacy, and when, fifty-eight years hence, a president of the United States, one, perchance, not now in existence, shall visit you and be the welcomed and honored guest of the executive and authorities of Maine, who shall estimate the vastness of this already great country?

Sir, I am informed that this is the first time that a chief magistrate of the republic has ever visited your state, it is also the first time that I have had the pleasure to come among this portion of my fellow citizens. I recognize in them all my brethren and rejoice in the further fact that while we can sink all considerations that do not harmonize with the whole good of the different sections of our common country, we afford an asylum for the oppressed of other lands. Those who gave us our form of government bade the emigrant welcome to our shores—invited him to come and partake of the bounties spread before us, and gave him the assurance that he had only to act the part of an honest man to be entitled to protection in all his rights.



At the conclusion of the president’s speech, the two houses of the Maine State Legislature adjourned, and President Polk was escorted to the front steps of the State House, where he addressed the immense awaiting crowd. The presidential party then was driven to the Augusta House, where an elaborate state banquet was served. It was said that $700 worth of rum was consumed during the banquet.

“This of itself gives some idea of the crowd that must have gathered—for rum in those days was not an expensive tipple,” said the Lewiston Evening Journal in 1902.

Also at the banquet were Maine’s United States senators James W. Bradbury of Augusta and George Evans of Gardiner, and many prominent state officials, including former Maine Governor John Fairfield of Saco, Robert Dunlap of Brunswick, Hugh J. Anderson of Belfast, Governor John Hubbard of New Hampshire, Governor Alexandre Moulton of Louisiana, United States Navy Commodore Charles Stewart, Attorney General of the United States, and Commissioner of Patents Edmund Burke,

At the conclusion of the banquet the presidential party was driven across the Kennebec River to Gardiner. President Polk made a brief response in the presence of one of the largest crowds ever seen by that city.

The president spent the night at the Oaklands as the guest of Robert Hallowell Gardiner, a member of the family for whom the city was named.

On Sunday morning President Polk went to religious services at two different churches. He visited the Hon. Asa Clapp, and in the evening had tea at the home of former Maine Senator John Anderson.

On Monday evening the mayor and members of the Augusta City Council called upon the president at Mrs. Jones’s boarding house, where President Polk had spent part of his visit. They stayed for a visit and then accompanied the president to the special train on which President James K. Polk left the state at about 7:30 p.m.
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Ulysses S. Grant


The close observer would look in vain in his appearance for the evidences of that Caesarism with which one of the leading dailies of New York is charging him in its columns. There is nothing to distinguish his appearance from that of any private citizen.

—Bangor Whig and Courier



President Ulysses S. Grant was a United States hero, at least in the Northern states. In 1864 President Abraham Lincoln promoted Grant to the rank of Lieutenant General, a rank held only by George Washington. Grant’s victories as a general in the Union Army during the Civil War not only helped preserve the fledgling union, but they helped cement him as a legend of his time.

Born in Point Pleasant, Ohio, Ulysses S. Grant graduated from West Point and served in the Mexican-American War. He married Julia Dent, and together the couple had four children.

On August 2, 1865, four years before being elected president, Grant would travel by train from Portland to Brunswick to attend the commencement exercises of Bowdoin College and to receive an honorary degree. At the ceremony, General Grant was joined by Bowdoin alumnus General Joshua Chamberlain, another Civil War hero, on the stage of the First Parish Congregational Church in Brunswick. This was just six years after the conclusion of the Civil War.

Grant was elected as the youngest president in the 19th century, in an Electoral College landslide. Grant was credited with stabilizing the post-war national economy, creating the Department of Justice, prosecuting the Ku Klux Klan, appointing African Americans and Jews to prominent federal offices, and creating the first Civil Service Commission.

Two-and-a-half years after being elected President, Grant again paid a call to the state of Maine.

“Let us have everything in the shape of bunting flying in the breeze, in honor of our Chief Magistrate PRESIDENT GRANT, at sunrise on a Wednesday next, Oct. 18th,” was a notice run in the Bangor Whig & Courier by the Bangor Presidential Reception Committee.

The committee requested that people living along the procession route decorate their houses with bunting, flags, mottoes, whatever they might have that was patriotic, the day before Grant’s visit. The Illumination Committee requested that people living along the procession route illuminate their residences.

Calvin Kirk, Bangor’s Harbor Master, urged all vessels, from the largest to the smallest, to set their colors, “whether torn or old.”

Local shops were prepared to fill the community’s needs in welcoming the president, and they advertised that fact in the local newspapers.


How Shall We Decorate?

Everyone is Asking.

The Decorations that will please

General Grant

The best, will be to see a NEW PAIR OF BOOTS or a new FALL STYLE HAT, from WOOD’S

Now we advise everyone who wants to have a good time, and enjoy the coming celebration,

to go at once and select some

New Boots or Hat,

FROM THE

BEST STOCK EVER OFFERED IN BANGOR

We have just opened an elegant line of

Carriage Shawls

and

HORSE BLANKETS

a best-ever shown in the place, and as General Grant is a great lover of a fine team you will not want to be seen with an old faded Robe or blanket, so now will be the time to replenish.

Don’t forget the place.

At WOOD’S

Corner of Main and Hammond St’s.

Something to Eat!

Will be the cry during the President’s visit, and parties wishing extra dishes should hand in their orders in season, or they may be disappointed.

We cater for President Grant’s Supper,

the 17th, and can fill a few more orders for

New Hams, Beef Tongues, Poultry and Game, Oysters received daily at LOW’S MARKET.

No. 2 Kenduskeag Block

STONE & JONES

The Illumination. Messrs. Wood, Bishop and Co. have for sale a large quantity

of those convenient little tin candle-sticks that can be easily attached

to a window-sash for illuminating purposes.



New uniforms were given to the men of Bangor’s No. 3 Fire Engine Company in preparation of the president’s visit. The uniform consisted of a blue cloth shirt with a red shield on the breast, on which an eagle was embroidered in gold. There were drab pants with a scarlet stripe, blue caps of a navy pattern with patent-leather visor, over which was embroidered in gold an eagle and the name and number of the fire company. There were even new belts of black patent leather, trimmed with white, the clasp a gilt-bronze, bearing the words “Eagle 3-Bangor.”

“The uniform is one of the finest ever worn by a fire company, and the ‘Old Threes’ will look positively gorgeous in it,” said the Bangor Whig & Courier.

The Jameson Guards of Bangor, a volunteer military infantry, had never had a flag. For some time, a lady in Bangor had started a subscription to obtain one for them. Unknown to the Guards, the flag was purchased in time for Grant’s visit. The Guards were ordered to muster on Friday, four days before the president’s visit, at 12:00 noon. At the Guards’ assembly, a long, mysterious-looking box was presented. As the box was opened, someone cried out “It’s a flag!”

A loud cheer burst forth at the news. The flag was a national ensign of silk, fringed with gold bullion, and mounted upon a hickory staff, terminating in a gold globe surmounted by an eagle in the same metal. A sliver plate on the staff had engraved upon it the following inscription: “Presented to the Jameson Guards by the Ladies of Bangor. October 1871.”

The yard in front of the Maine Central Station was levelled and graveled for the better footing of the president’s military escort.

The Committee on Hospitality used the Common Council Room at Bangor City Hall as their visit headquarters on Tuesday and Wednesday. They urged anyone in the city having spare rooms to place them at the disposal of the committee.

“Our hotels are already pledged to their utmost capacity, and unless the people respond liberally, many of our invited guests must receive very meagre attention,” read a newspaper notice from the committee.

People who had already donated rooms were warned that trains might be delayed, and they should be prepared to greet visitors at a late hour.

The public was also warned against “Pickpockets and sneak thieves.”

“We renew our warning that there will doubtless be a large number of pick-pockets and thieves in this city tomorrow, who will come here to ply their vocation in the immense crowd sure to be present. Look out for them, and besides, don’t leave your houses without being sure that the windows and doors are fastened,” said the Bangor Whig and Courier.

There had been some concern that President Grant would not arrive. One reporter told of an overheard conversation before the president’s visit. A person who doubted Grant would arrive said so to a veteran.

“I’ve fought under Grant, Sir, and I always noticed that when he said he was going anywhere, he went,” the veteran replied.

On Tuesday, October 17, 1871, President Grant and his party arrived in Maine. The voyage to Maine on the train was described as very pleasant in every respect, and rapidly made, despite a slight accident on the Presumpscot Bridge when the train collided with a cow. The president was accompanied on his trip by many cabinet members. His wife, Julia, had gone to New York.

The presidential train consisted of seven cars, two of which were given to the Capital Guards of Augusta. Two Pullman cars were devoted respectively to the President and the Governor General of Canada. The other three cars were used for members of the presidential party and the governor-general’s party, and members of the press.

President Grant was coming to Bangor to attend ceremonies celebrating the opening of the North Atlantic Railway, which would join Maine and Canada. The railroad was built with government and state aid for the purpose of giving direct rail communication between the United States and the Canadian Maritime Provinces. It was expected that the railroad would greatly reduce the time of travel between New York and England and greatly facilitate mail communication between the two countries. The railroad cost $4.5 million dollars, almost $100 million in 2020 dollars.

“The railroad itself has proved a great factor in the upbuilding of Bangor and eastern Maine” said the Bangor Whig and Courier.

President Grant’s train was met and joined in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, by most of Maine’s Congressional Delegation: Congressman James Blaine, Congressman John Peters, and Senator Hannibal Hamlin.

James Gillespie Blaine of Augusta is a name that threads throughout the Maine presidential visits, and each presidential visit marks a change in Blaine’s national political career.

Blaine was one of the 19th century’s leading Republicans. As a young man he married Harriet Stanwood, a teacher and Maine native, while they were both teaching in Kentucky. The Blaines would return to Maine when the Kennebec Journal came up for sale and was purchased by Blaine. With the help of the financially successful newspaper, Blaine began a career in politics.

Hannibal Hamlin was a native of Paris, Maine. He was a newspaper editor who would go on to serve in Congress. Ultimately Hamlin would become the fifteenth vice president of the United States.

At Kittery, President Grant was informally welcomed by General J. A. Hall on behalf of Maine Governor Sidney Perham.

Grant’s train arrived at Portland at noon and was received with a presidential salute of artillery. There was no ceremony and no speech, the decision already having been made to celebrate the president on his return through Portland at the end of his visit, when he would have more time.

John Young, Governor General of Canada, which was still part of Great Britain, joined the presidential party at Portland. The presidential train left at 12:30 p.m.

In Brunswick, Joshua Chamberlain, who had just completed his term as Maine’s governor, introduced President Grant to the large, enthusiastic crowd when the president’s train arrived at 1:25 p.m. Grant was at the train station for about twenty minutes.

In Maine’s capitol, a huge crowd had turned out. Upon President Grant’s 3 p.m. arrival in Augusta, bells started ringing and a salute was fired from the U.S. Arsenal. The city’s public buildings and many private homes were richly decorated. Grant was formally welcomed to the state by Governor Perham. Augusta Mayor Joseph Eveleth introduced Grant to the vast crowd, who received their president with deafening cheers.

“It affords me great pleasure to welcome you to the State of Maine and its capitol,” said Mayor Eveleth. “On behalf of our people I extend to you a hearty greeting and tender their most generous hospitality. Please accept the assurance of our high appreciation of your character as a citizen, and your distinguished services both as the commander of our victorious army, and as the chief executive of the nation. We earnestly hope your visit to Maine will be as pleasant to you as it is gratifying to us.”

President Grant replied that he wished to thank the people of the state, through their governor, for the uniform courtesy and kindness that he had always received at their hands, and especially for the cordial welcome that he received here six years ago during his visit to Bowdoin College, and for the very flattering manner in which he was received this day. Grant said the he had no doubt that his stay of a few days would be as pleasant to him as it could possibly be to others.

Grant remained on the platform to greet citizens for a half an hour. At 3:30 p.m. the presidential train departed the station and started the trip to Bangor amid the cheers of the assembled thousands, who filled every possible space in the vicinity of the Augusta depot.

In Bangor, the day of President Grant’s visit was much like a holiday. Freight trains would not be run that day, and no freight was received or delivered, as ordered by L. L. Lincoln, Assistant Superintendent of the Maine Central Railroad.

People had been coming into the city all day. A special train ran between Old Town and Bangor in the evening so that neighboring towns could attend the torch-light presidential procession.

A calcium light was set opposite of the railroad depot, and in the evening it threw an intense light upon the front of the Maine Central Railroad building. Military companies were marched to the Maine Central Station at 6 p.m. in preparation of greeting and escorting the president.

After several small stops along the rail line to Bangor, the train carrying President Grant and his entourage arrived in Bangor at 6:35 p.m.

Immediately two twenty-one gun salutes were fired, one for the President of the United States, and one for the Governor-General of Canada.

President Grant was met in Bangor by various state and local officials, and a very large crowd. With the presidential party safely in their carriages, escorted by a military squad and flanked by 200 firemen from Bangor and Brewer, the procession moved through Summer Street to Union Street, up Union to High Street, through High to Hammond Street, down Hammond to Main Street, and up Main to the historic Bangor House, where President Grant and his party would stay for the night.

The crowd of people who came out to see the president of the United States in Bangor was dense and occupied every available inch of space on the streets through which Grant’s procession passed. The houses, blocks and stores on the route were brilliantly illuminated and decorated with flags, bunting, lanterns, and transparencies. Long strings of Chinese lanterns hung a number of places across Main Street.

President Grant was met with enormous crowds, including many school children of Bangor waiting along the parade route on Broadway, ready to sing to Grant. The children sang their songs and presented bouquets of flowers.

“The music of the bands, the tramp of the troops, the cheers of the excited crowds, the flashing of the torches and the dazzling illumination all combined to form a scene such as was never before witnessed in Maine, and will never be forgotten by those fortunate enough to witness it,” wrote the Whig and Courier.

After arriving at the Bangor House, Grant’s first stop was the dining room in the northeast corner of the second floor, one floor below his private rooms for the visit. Canadian Governor General Young had apartments on the third floor, in the northwest corner of the building, and the rest of the presidential party also shared the same floor.

The governor general retired early that night, fatigued from his trip. President Grant, however, and others, including Speaker Blaine, took tea with Senator Hamlin at his residence on Fifth Street, where they were joined by a few other gentleman and ladies.

Because of the lateness of the hour of President Grant’s arrival and the early hour of darkness at that time of year, most of the celebration of the president’s arrival was saved for the following day, Wednesday, October 18.

On Wednesday morning the weather was bright and fair. The streets were alive at an early hour with people. Farmers from the surrounding communities were present in large numbers, selling produce and provisions to the large crowd of people who had descended upon Bangor, and the hotels and rooming houses where they lodged.

“There seemed to be plenty, notwithstanding the unusually great demand, and prices were very little above the average,” wrote the Whig and Courier.

The Maine Central Railroad was decorated in red, white, and blue, with a shield, and English and American flags on the west entrance. On the north end of the station was an American eagle. Flags had been placed at every corner of the building.

Several state infantry groups participated in the Bangor festivities. As each group arrived at the train station by special train, they were met by the Committee on Military and the Jameson Guards, and escorted to their guest quarters. Arriving military units included the Portland Light Infantry, Portland Mechanic Blues, Auburn Light Infantry, Norway Light Infantry, Belfast City Guards, and the Skowhegan Light Infantry.

Bangor’s neighboring towns also participated in the parade, including Orono, who sent one of their fire engines, the Monitor, and Buck-sport, who sent a fire engine and the Bucksport Cornet Band. Music for the parade and festivities was also provided by the Bangor Cornet Band, Johnson’s Cornet Band of Lewiston, the Norway Cornet Band of Norway, the Portland Band, the Thomaston Band, the Augusta Band, and the Lynn Cornet Band of Lynn, Massachusetts,

There were lumbermen in the parade, in uniform, from lumber-mills owned by citizens of Bangor:


	200 lumbermen from James Walker’s mills at Basin Mills

	150 lumbermen from Palmer & Johnson’s mills at Brewer

	150 lumbermen from William T. Pearson’s mills at Great Works

	150 lumbermen from Cutler, Thatcher & Co.’s mills at Bradley

	75 lumbermen from Roberts & Co.’s mills at Old Town.



Presidential military escorts were ordered to form promptly on the corner of Harlow and State streets at 8 a.m., with some personnel reporting for duty at the Bangor House.

The route of the parade for President Grant was down Main Street, across the Kenduskeag Bridge, up State Street to French Street, up French to Somerset Street, through Somerset to Broadway, through Broadway to York Street, up York to Newbury Street, up Newbury to State Street, down State, and again across the Kenduskeag Bridge, up Hammond Street to Ohio Street, up Ohio to Hudson Street, through Hudson to Union Street, and then down Union to the Bangor House.

A horse standing in front of Wheelwright, Clark & Company, owned by the senior member of the firm, was frightened by the flags hung across the street and ran across the bridge, upsetting the vehicle to which he was attached and finally clearing himself from it by collision with a telegraph pole. This accident caused a change in the original parade route.

All business in Bangor was suspended in observance of President Grant’s visit. All the public buildings in the city were decorated with mottoes, flags, bunting, and other patriotic decorations, under the direction of the Decorating Committee, who secured the services of Col. Beals and Sons of Boston. Ornamental arches were erected over several streets at prominent points.

The Whig and Courier listed private residents by street and described how each house had been decorated. For example:


	On Union Street one arch read “OUR PRESIDENT, PEACE WELCOMES YOU.

	At the head of Main Street was a beautiful arch, surmounted with American and British flags, and which read “Welcome to the Nation’s Guest.”

	Tasteful decorations heavily adorned the store fronts all along Main Street.

	Owen McCann’s residence, large American banner, and flag of Erin.

	Chas. Hayward, tri-colored festoons, American flags, etc.



“To name the places decorated would be simply to name all the business houses on the street,” wrote the Whig and Courier.

The Wheelwright and Clark’s block was especially notable, every window in the large structure adorned by seven flags—American and British—while large ensigns were hung all over the lower story. The roof was bordered with hundreds of tiny flags.

Kenduskeag Bridge was decorated. Everything seemed to be decorated, including the Penobscot County Jail. The jail presented a beautiful front in tri-colored festoons, with shield, stand of colors and English ensigns over portico, winged out with large American flags. This was described as one of the most unique and tasteful decorations on the route.

“The motto ‘Welcome’ was appropriately conspicuous for its absence,” wrote the Whig and Courier.

The carriages of President Grant and the rest of the presidential procession made their way through the streets of Bangor, thronged with thousands of citizens wanting to catch a glimpse of the Civil War hero and president of the United States.

At 1:00 p.m. Grant’s carriage arrived in front of Norumbega Hall, immediately followed by the other distinguished officials. President Grant was met by Bangor Mayor Samuel Dale and members of the Committee of Arrangements, consisting of Isaac R. Clark, R. S. Morison, Eugene F. Sanger, G. W. Ladd, A. B. Farnham, Moses Giddings, James Tobin, J. G. Clark, John H. Rice, and H. H. Fogg.

Mayor Dale escorted the presidential party inside for the celebration of the opening of the North Atlantic Railroad. From 1:00 to 3:30 p.m., a Collation and Ceremonies was provided in Norumbega Hall for the guests of the city and for the members of the public who were able to buy one of the limited number of tickets to the event.

All week the organizing committee had been asking for people to donate any flowers to the Committee on Collation, and to drop them off at Norumbega Hall.

“A great many flowers will be needed to decorate the tables properly, and we hope the supply will equal the demand,” wrote the committee in a newspaper notice.

Norumbega Hall presented what was called a gorgeous appearance both outside and in. Among the decorations, the front of the balcony was draped in white, with blue stars, below which there were festoons of red, white, and blue bunting. On the right of the balcony was an arch bearing the word “Grant” in gold letters on a blue ground; on the left, a similar arch with the words “Victoria,” and in the center another having the word “Fraternity.” In the rear of the balcony was a large ornamental piece, on which was inscribed the words “The day we celebrate.”

The hall was lavishly decorated from one end to the other. The flags of all nations were hung from the ceiling, arranged by complimenting colors. The stage was carpeted with green, and the front of the stage was draped with pink. On the extreme front of the stage was a large gilt eagle. The rear of the stage was adorned by a larger-than-life portrait of President George Washington.

“The interior of the hall is very beautifully decorated, showing much skill on the part of Col. Beals & Sons,” wrote the Whig and Courier.

On the walls of the gallery were the flags of the various military companies involved in the ceremonies.

The seats on the floor and in the galleries were soon filled, and shortly after the opening of the doors, some 700 people, including quite a large number of ladies, were in position for the duties and pleasures of the hour.

The collation was presided over by Mayor Dale and Sen. Hamlin.

Mayor Dale opened the ceremony by asking a minister to provide a divine blessing. Blessings were requested for the celebration, for the amicable relations between Maine and Canada, and for the banquet in which they were about to partake.

Food service then began, promptly and efficiently.

The tables in the hall were covered with spotless white tablecloths and elegantly adorned with fresh flowers by a Boston florist.

The menu included cold turkey, cold chicken, cold ham, cold tongue, potted pigeons, escalloped oysters and cranberry jelly. Relishes included Piccalilli and chow chow. Salads included chicken salad and lobster salad. Pastries included apple pie, lemon pie, custard pie, mince pie, squash pie and Washington pie. Desert included cakes—almond, lady, currant, sponge, and fruit. Fruit included oranges, apples, grapes, nuts, and raisins. Tea and coffee were also served at the conclusion of the meal. All offerings were in abundance.

Mayor Dale welcomed President Grant, Governor General Young of Canada, and the others in the presidential party after the meal. The mayor’s remarks were short but eloquent and were often interrupted by applause. The assembled crowd toasted President Grant with hearty cheers.

The governor general of Canada thanked the crowd for its welcome on behalf of his sovereigns. Young said he had always heard the English were not welcome in the United States, especially New England. That statement was met with shouts of “No! No!” from the crowd. He went on to say that notion was dispelled after he arrived in Bangor and found the Union Jack floating amicably side by side with the starry flag of our country and elevated to honored positions by American hands, and he said he was convinced that the difference was not irreconcilable. His words and sentiment were met with cheers.

The Canadian governor general said he believed a friendly feeling had been ignited by the Treaty of 1871, which had been ratified just a few months previously and which settled differences between the United States and Great Britain arising from the Civil War and other matters.

The crowd stood and applauded. The Canadian governor was described as being visibly moved by the standing ovation. In celebration, “God Save The Queen” and “Yankee Doodle Dandy” were sung as a blended song.

At 4:30 p.m. the presidential party left the hall, “closing the most important gathering ever held in this city or in the State of Maine, with a cordiality of feeling that will pulsate Eastward and Westward to the utmost boundaries of the two English-speaking nations.” wrote the Whig and Courier.

There then was a public reception at Norumbega Hall, no ticket required. Grant greeted many people, including Civil War veterans who broke through the lines to shake the hand of General Grant. The festivities went on so long that they eventually had to be stopped due to darkness.

There was a military review and bayonet drill in Davenport Square by the state military companies who were in attendance that day, in the presence of the presidential party. After the reception and military review, President Grant and his party were taken in carriages to the residence of Mayor Samuel H. Dale.

Wrote the Whig and Courier:


At this late hour we are unable to convey as we would wish, our thanks to all the friends who have contributed to the success of our efforts, but we wish the military companies, the fire companies, the bands and others who leave us to-morrow, to bear with them our cordial thanks for the efficient cooperation they have afford, and to assure them all that Bangor will always have a hearty welcome for them. The street display has never been equaled in this State, and the man or woman who could look upon the soldiery bearing of the troops on yesterday and not feel proud of our Volunteer Militia, must at least be particularly constituted. The unanimity and zeal with which our citizens have contributed in every way to the success of the programme, the beautifying of the City and the enjoyment of our guests, is beyond all praise, and will gain its best reward in the pleasant recollections of a day which will stand out brightly in the history of Bangor.



The celebration of the previous day also caught the attention of the national newspapers, including the Boston Journal:


The somewhat elaborate program devised to mark appropriately the formal opening of the European and North American Railway from Bangor, Me., to St. John, N.B. has been handsomely and most successfully carried out the past week. From the beginning to the end, even down to the minutest details, there was evidence of happy forethought and the presence of a master mind. And perhaps the highest and truest praise we can offer is to say that the ceremonies were conducted throughout in a style and spirit worthy of the grand occasion.
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