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Introduction

All five movements of Beethoven’s Missa solemnis. Check.

The films that Kurosawa based on Western works. Check.

Dante’s Nine Circles of Hell. Check .

These are the sorts of elegant erudition every self-respecting intellectual should know—inside and out. In The Intellectual’s Checklist, aspiring pundits, poets, and philosophers will find the arcane checklists that reveal whether they are truly well-versed enough in the arts and sciences of the obscure to warrant the esteemed moniker intellectual.

From Nietzsche to Newton, Einstein to Eisenstadt, Sappho to Sartre, this elucidating volume gives you all the esoterica you need to bask in the knowledge that you really do know everything. (Or at least you will once you’ve read this book.)

You may have worked hard to earn a degree—or devote persistent efforts to the pursuit of intellectual interests—and feel justifiably proud of your attainments. The Intellectual’s Checklist is designed to help you celebrate, by way of demonstrating your intellect to yourself and others.

The goal of The Intellectual’s Checklist is to present information in checklist format that every self-respecting intellectual should know. In the following pages you will find information about important events and the people involved in them, creative accomplishments, influential successes, and disastrous failures.

Topics covered in this book include architecture, art, history, literature, mathematics, music, nature, philosophy, politics, science, and technology. Within each topic, facts and ideas have been chosen and placed in lists. You have an opportunity to compare your understanding of a subject—whether a person, place, event, object, or concept—against these checklists. You may be asked how many of the buildings designed by Frank Lloyd Wright you have seen in person. You may be requested to match early American artists with their works. Or you may need to recall your knowledge of scientific or mathematical principles. Each checklist will test your knowledge or perception in its own way or from a particular perspective. But specialized knowledge is not required to enjoy this book. You won’t need an advanced degree in any single area, although you will need an above-average knowledge of a broad range of subjects. Each checklist will give you a new opportunity to confirm your status as an intellectual.

As you read through each checklist, give yourself one point for correctly identifying all the elements or for correctly answering the question posed. Note your total in the box at the end of the checklist. For each two-page spread, there’s a bigger box for you to add up the answers to the three checklists in that spread. At the end of each chapter, you can add up all of your correct answers for that chapter and turn to the answer key section, where you’ll have the opportunity to rate how intellectual you are on the subject. Finally, at the end of the book, you’ll have a chance to add up how you did for all six chapters and learn the truth. Are you a real intellectual, or just a wannabe?

Enjoy!


Chapter 1

Art and Architecture

[image: image]

The checklists in the Art and Architecture chapter cover graphic arts and motion pictures as well as architecture. You’ll have the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of topics such as Greek contributions to art and Thomas Jefferson’s influence on architecture.

As you read through the checklists, give yourself one point for correctly identifying all the elements in a checklist or for correctly answering the question posed. At the end of the chapter, you’ll have the opportunity to rate how intellectual you are on these subjects.

DIFFERENT STROKES



Which of these artists’ works have you seen?

* Pablo Picasso

* Salvador Dali

* Claude Monet

* Vincent van Gogh

* Édouard Manet

* Andy Warhol

* Jackson Pollock

* Michelangelo

* Rembrandt van Rijn



POINTS

ART FOR ART’S SAKE



How many of these museums have you visited in person?

* Musée du Louvre, Paris

* British Museum, London

* Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City

* National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.

* The Hermitage, Saint Petersburg

* Museo del Prado, Madrid



POINTS

HAND ME THAT BRUSH, CROK



Can you answer these questions about the earliest examples of human art?

1. The caves in Lascaux, France, contain prehistoric paintings of about how many figures?

2. The Atamira Cave in Spain contains some art that may be up to how many years old?

3. The Chauvet-Pont-d’Arc Cave in southern France contains hundreds of paintings of what?

4. The oldest undisputed example of prehistoric art is how many years old?

5. What is this item of prehistoric art called, and where is it located?


ANSWER:

1. 600

2. 18, 500

3. Animals

4. 35,000–40,000

5. It is the Venus of Hohle Fels figurine from Schelklingen, Germany





POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

BUILDING THE BEST



How many of the buildings of these Pritzker Prize winners can you name?

1. Eduardo Souto de Moura (Portugal) designed __________________ in Braga, Portugal

2. Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa (Japan) designed __________________ in Toledo, Ohio

3. Peter Zumthor (Switzerland) designed __________________ in Vals, Switzerland

4. Jean Nouvel (France) designed __________________ in Paris

5. Richard Rogers (England) designed __________________ in Paris


ANSWER:

1. The Municipal Stadium

2. The Toledo Museum of Art’s Glass Pavilion

3. The Thermal Baths

4. The Arab World Institute

5. The Centre Pompidou





POINTS

TIME AND CREEK ART MARCHES ON



Greek art was well developed by the fifth century B.C. How many of these facts about Greek art of that period do you know?

* Many Greek vase painters had taken up wall painting with tempera

* These more expressive decorative arts included murals and works on wood panels

* Some artists created paintings on parchment

* None of the murals from this time survive

* Historical documents tell us that Parrhasius used spatial perspective to create depth

* Zeuxis painted such realistic grapes that birds tried to eat them



POINTS

GETTING IT WRIGHT



How many of these buildings designed by Frank Lloyd Wright have you seen?

* Taliesin, Spring Green, Wisconsin

* Taliesin West, Scottsdale, Arizona

* Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York City

* Child of the Sun, Florida Southern College, Lakeland, Florida

* Marin County Civic Center, San Rafael, California



POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

GRAND HOTELS



Which of the following hotels selected by the National Trust for Historic Preservation have you seen?

* Fairmont Hotel San Francisco

* Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, Michigan

* InterContinental Chicago Magnificent Mile

* Mohonk Mountain House, New Paltz, New York

* Omni Bedford Springs Resort, Bedford, Pennsylvania

* Wentworth Mansion, Charleston, South Carolina



POINTS

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS



The art of the motion picture dates to the late nineteenth century. Which of the following facts did you know about its origins?

* Americans, French, British, and German inventors worked on the development of motion pictures

* Credit is given to Thomas Edison’s lab for development of the Kinetoscope in 1889

* The Kinetoscope was not a projector; a person looked through a peephole to view the film

* Edison’s team also developed the Kinetograph, a motion picture camera



POINTS

JUST A TOY



Which of these statements about early motion pictures are true?

1. Edison did not bother to obtain an international patent for the Kinetoscope

2. The French Lumière brothers made their own version of the motion picture camera

3. In 1925, the first public showing of a projected motion picture took place in Paris

4. Watching a movie through a peephole was more popular than projection because people enjoyed the individual, personal experience


ANSWER: Statements 1 and 2 are true; statements 3 and 4 are false.





POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

A FRENCH INNOVATOR



Some individuals saw the commercial opportunities from new motion picture technology. Were you aware of the following?

* Georges Méliès was among those who saw the first motion picture shown in Paris

* He acquired a camera and built his own studio near Paris to make movies

* Méliès wrote his own scripts, designed sets, and hired actors

* From 1899 to 1912, Méliès made more than 400 films

* A Trip to the Moon (Le voyage dans la Lune), made in 1902, is his most famous film



POINTS

STYLIN’



Match the following structures with their architectural style.



	A. Marcel Breuer-designed house, Baltimore, Maryland
	1. Greek Revival



	B. Seagram Building, New York City
	2. Bauhaus



	C. Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.
	3. Italianate



	D. Tribune Tower, Chicago, Illinois
	4. Art Deco



	E. Mercer House, Savannah, Georgia
	5. International style



	F. Hoover Dam, Boulder City, Nevada
	6. Gothic Revival





ANSWER: A, 2; B, 5; C, 1; D, 6; E, 3; F, 4





POINTS

OF PAINT AND PYRAMIDS



Can you identify which of these statements about ancient Egyptian art are true?

1. A uniform style of art was used in Egypt for about 500 years

2. Artists were encouraged to create highly individual works of art

3. Egyptian artists developed a highly conventional way of depicting human figures, with the figure’s head and legs in profile and the torso facing forward

4. Alexander the Great’s invasion in 331 b.c. brought Greek influences to Egyptian art


ANSWER:

1. False. This uniform style of art was used for more than 2,000 years.

2. False. Artists were highly trained and specialized to maintain consistency.

3. True.

4. True.





POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

THE FED



Federal-style architecture was a strong influence in early American buildings and was popular between 1780 and 1830. How many Federal buildings are you familiar with?

* State House, Boston, Massachusetts

* Davenport House, Savannah, Georgia

* Holladay House, Orange, Virginia

* Julia Row, New Orleans, Louisiana

* Old Derby Academy, Hingham, Massachusetts



POINTS

GREEKS GO ARTISTIC



Museums worldwide contain examples of impressive Greek art. Were you aware that:

* By 700 b.c., Greek painters used a black glaze to create narrative scenes on vases

* Many vases depict battle scenes and mythological characters

* Later examples of vases show real-life events

* The paintings used some conventions for details, but were more natural than earlier styles

* Egyptian vase painters’ individual efforts started the tradition of independent artistic style



POINTS

AMERICA’S FIRST ARCHITECT



Charles Bulfinch (1763–1844) is considered the first native-born American professional architect. How many of his buildings can you name?

1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________


ANSWER:

* Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts

* Maine State House, Augusta,Maine

* University Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts

* Faneuil Hall expansion, Boston, Massachusetts

* Old State House, Hartford, Connecticut





POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

A DESIGNING MAN



In addition to being our third president, Thomas Jefferson was also an architect. Which of these buildings was not designed by him?

A. Monticello, Charlottesville, Virginia

B. James Barbour estate, Barboursville, Virginia

C. Carlyle House, Alexandria, Virginia

D. The Rotunda, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia

E. Virginia State Capitol, Richmond, Virginia


ANSWER: C





POINTS

A LONG WAY FROM HOME



Born in Maine, John Ford (1895–1973) won four Academy Awards. Which of the following movies was not directed by Ford?

A. The Informer (1935)

B. Stagecoach (1939)

C. The Grapes of Wrath (1940)

D. How Green Was My Valley (1941)

E. The Third Man (1949)

F. The Quiet Man (1952)


ANSWER: E





POINTS

WHEN IN ROME



How many of these facts about Roman antiquities did you know?

* The Romans copied from conquered territories

* Greek styles influenced their architecture

* Homes and public buildings have mosaic floors, sculpture, and colorful murals

* Roman craftsmen strove to create naturalistic paintings and portraits

* Roman painters developed the landscape genre and promoted trompe l’oeil as a style



POINTS

THE RENAISSANCE MAN



How many of these Renaissance buildings have you seen?

* Villa Capra, Vincenza, Italy

* Palais de Fontainebleau, Fontainebleau, France

* San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Madrid

* Jones’s Banqueting House, London

* Saint Paul’s Cathedral, London



POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

CHRISTIANITY REVS UP ITS INFLUENCE



Did you know these facts about early Christian iconography?

* The use of icons is characteristic of Byzantine (306 to 1453) art

* Icons were small images of Christ, the Virgin and Child, or a saint

* Because they were small, icons were often richly symbolic and detailed

* The Iconoclastic Controversy raged for several centuries in the Byzantine Empire as iconoclasts (“icon-smashers”) objected to the depiction of religious images



POINTS

QUARTER CENTURY CLUB



The American Institute of Architects grants a Twenty-five Year Award for “an architectural design that has stood the test of time for 25 years.” Can you pick out the winners from this list?

A. John Hancock Tower, Boston

B. Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston

C. Empire State Building, New York City

D. Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington, D.C.

E. Inland Steel Building, Chicago

F. East Building, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.


ANSWER: A, B, D, F





POINTS

TAKE A KNEE



Can you name the location of each of these architecturally important church buildings?

1. Notre Dame

2. La Sagrada Familia

3. Church of Hallgrímur

4. St. Basil’s Cathedral

5. Thorncrown Chapel

6. Ely Cathedral


ANSWER:

1. Paris

2. Barcelona

3. Reykjavik, Iceland

4. Moscow

5. Eureka Springs, Arkansas

6. Ely, England





POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

LOOKING BACKWARD



Which of the following postmodern buildings have you seen?

* AT&T Long Distance Building, New York City, with its “Chippendale” pediment

* Swan and Dolphin Hotel, Walt Disney World, Florida, designed by Michael Graves

* Engineering Research Center, University of Cincinnati, with sculptural smokestacks

* Vanna Venturi House, Philadelphia, by Robert Venturi

* Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles



POINTS

LET IT GROW



Organic architecture, a term coined by Frank Lloyd Wright, is exemplified in the following buildings. How many have you seen?

* The “Onion House” in Kona, Hawaii, designed by Kendrick Bangs Kellogg

* The National Farmers’ Bank, Owatonna, Minnesota, designed by Louis Sullivan

* First and Second Goetheanums, Dornach, Switzerland, designed by Rudolf Steiner

* Sydney Opera House, Sydney, Australia, designed by Jorn Utzon

* The First Universalist Church in Rochester, New York, designed by Claude Fayette Bragdon



POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

IT’S ABOUT TIME



Which of the following did not occur or did not influence Renaissance thought and art?

1. The rediscovery of classical texts, which had been lost to the West for centuries

2. New access to mathematics and scientific advances from the Islamic world

3. Rise of the wealthy Medici family in Florence and their patronage of the arts

4. Increased influence of the Catholic church in the lives of individuals

5. Development of movable type in printing and the spread of printed works


ANSWER: 4. Increased influence of the Catholic church





POINTS

TO YOUR POST



Postmodern architecture seeks to break with modernist conventions. Did you know that:

* Postmodernism returns ornamentation to a building’s façade

* Modernists criticize postmodern buildings as vulgar and cluttered with trinkets

* Modernists emphasize minimal use of materials and an absence of ornamentation

* Postmodern buildings often use a gable roof rather than the flat roof associated with modernism

* Postmodernists viewed the functionalism of modernists as boring and unwelcoming



POINTS

COMBINED POINTS

MICHELANGELO



How many of these facts about Michelangelo did you know?
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