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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
William C. Harvey is the author of many books, and has been teaching both Spanish and English for more than 20 years.
His books and classes are fun because he makes learning easy for everyone. He wrote Spanish Every Day because he wanted boys and girls to know how exciting learning Spanish can be!

A NOTE TO PARENTS
Remind your young readers that every boldfaced and underlined word is a hyperlink. Click on it and the desired subject will appear on the screen. Mention also the special features found in Spanish Every Day. They are located at the back of the eBook:

English-Spanish Vocabulary Lists
Cutout Vocabulary Flashcards
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YOUR NEW FRIEND

This is Mister Amigo. He speaks both SPANISH and English. You can find him on many pages in this eBook. He will give you secrets about SPANISH, so that you can learn it easily—and very fast!

[image: img]

ABOUT THIS eBOOK

Today is a very special day. You are going to learn a new language called SPANISH.

The language you speak is called English. But many people in the world don’t speak English. They speak other languages—like French, Chinese, or SPANISH!

This eBook will teach you how to understand and speak SPANISH. If you learn a little SPANISH every day, soon you will know two languages instead of one!

EXERCISES

You will find many exercises that will help you learn quickly. Keep a pen and paper close at hand.



Here are the many countries where people speak SPANISH. Each Spanish-speaking country has a number. Look how many there are!







	SPAIN (1)
MEXICO (2)
CUBA (3)
PUERTO RICO (4)
ARGENTINA (5)
GUATEMALA (6)
PERU (7)
EL SALVADOR (8)
COLOMBIA (9)
BOLIVIA (10)
	URUGUAY (11)
CHILE (12)
COSTA RICA (13)
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (14)
ECUADOR (15)
NICARAGUA (16)
HONDURAS (17)
VENEZUELA (18)
PARAGUAY (19)
PANAMA (20)
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This eBook also has a VOCABULARY LIST of SPANISH and ENGLISH words. Whenever you forget how to say something, you can look it up in the VOCABULARY LIST, which is found at the back Just click here.
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THE SUPER SOUNDS OF SPANISH

These are the five most important sounds of SPANISH. Once you learn them, you will be able to understand, speak, and read SPANISH words correctly.

The letters look just like English, but in SPANISH they have a very different sound. Go ahead, say each one aloud three times.
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A (like “ah”) The doctor tells the boy to say “ah.”
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E (like “eh”) The man who cannot hear well says “eh.”
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I (like “ee”) The girl who is scared says “ee.”
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O (like “oh”) The lady who is surprised says “oh.”
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U (like “oo”) At night the owl says “oo.”

Here’s what these SUPER SOUNDS look like inside SPANISH words. Can you say each one correctly?
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Do you know what these words mean in English?
Look them up in the VOCABULARY LIST if you need to.

Let’s learn some other sounds in SPANISH.
Practice each word three times, and notice what it means in English!

The letter J sounds like an “H,” like in the word happy.
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The letter H in Spanish has no sound at all:
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The letter Z sounds just like an “S”:
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And the letter V in SPANISH sounds more like a “B”:
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Remember that people will understand you even if your words aren’t perfect, so just do the best you can!

Go ahead—write the correct SPANISH word on a plece of paper and then turn the eBook around to see the answers.
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Some SPANISH sounds are a little harder to say. These letters look funny, so be careful when you read each word aloud:

The SPANISH letter LL sounds a lot like a “Y,” like in the word yes.
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The SPANISH letter Ñ sounds like “NY” in the word “CANYON”:
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When together, the letters QU sound like a “K”:
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Let’s practice. You learned all of these words earlier. Use paper to fill in the missing letters, and then read everything aloud:
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RR is another letter in SPANISH that is very different from ENGLISH. To say it right, you must “roll your Rs,” which sounds a lot like a car motor—RRRRRR!! Try to read these words the best you can:
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Look at this funny picture. Name everything you see in SPANISH:
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Look how some SPANISH words have a little slanted line over a letter, like this ó. This tells us to say that part of the word louder than the other parts.







	María
	Mary



	José
	Joe



	adiós
	good-bye
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1. SPANISH words are pronounced exactly the way they are written.

2. Knowing the vowels (A, E, I, O, and U) is the secret to understanding and speaking SPANISH.

3. People will still understand you even if you don’t say every SPANISH word correctly.

4. Say the accented (’) part of a word a little louder. When the SPANISH word has no written accent, it is spoken louder at the end, unless it ends in A, E, I, O, U, N, or S.

5. REMEMBER: Your SPANISH will get better only if you speak it EVERY DAY . . !!

SPANISH WORDS YOU ALREADY KNOW

These next words are fun to practice because they are exactly the same in both languages. But remember—they sound different when you say them in español:
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Let’s keep reading aloud. Say all of these SPANISH words correctly:







	taco
	Los Angeles



	rodeo
	Florida



	salsa
	San Francisco



	chocolate
	Colorado



	tortilla
	Nevada




Now, write down all the SPANISH words you can find in the story below:

Juan is a doctor at a hospital in Los Angeles. He loves big tortilla tacos with lots of salsa. His favorite hotel in Florida sells chocolate bananas. He listens to the rodeo on the radio when he goes to Colorado.
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EASY SPANISH WORDS

Look at this list of SPANISH words. Most people learn them first because they are easy to remember:
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You saw these words before. Can you remember what they mean? Write them down!







	señorita
	young lady



	hola
	_________________



	zapato
	_________________



	hombre
	_________________



	carro
	_________________
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This time, connect each word with its opposite:







	chico
	sí



	hola
	señora



	poquito
	grande



	no
	adiós



	señor
	mucho
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Practice by putting whole sentences together. You can do it! For example:







	Es mucho dinero.
	It’s a lot of money.



	La casa es grande.
	The house is big.



	¡Gracias y adiós!
	Thanks and good-bye!




WHAT’S YOUR NAME IN SPANISH?

Did you know that kids’ names in SPANISH are different than in English? Read this list of people’s names in SPANISH and practice every sound. If your name is not on the list, it’s still okay; most people who speak SPANISH will call you by your real name anyway!

Los Nombres
 (Names)

Los niños
 (Boys)
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	Bobby
	Roberto



	Charlie
	Carlos



	Eddie
	Eduardo



	Frank
	Francisco



	George
	Jorge



	Jerry
	Geraldo



	Henry
	Enrique



	Jimmy
	Jaime



	John
	Juan



	Mark
	Marcos



	Nick
	Nicolás



	Tony
	Antonio



	Mike
	Miguel



	Peter
	Pedro



	Joey
	José



	Richard
	Ricardo



	Paul
	Pablo



	Steven
	Esteban



	Billy
	Guillermo



	Fred
	Federico



	Tom
	Tomás



	Andy
	Andrés



	Matthew
	Mateo




Las niñas
 (Girls)
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	Alice
	Alicia



	Betty
	Beatriz



	Anne
	Ana



	Carol
	Carolina



	Ellen
	Elena



	Jane
	Juana



	Cathy
	Catalina



	Susan
	Susana



	Lynn
	Lina



	Margaret
	Margarita



	Sarah
	Sara



	Hope
	Esperanza



	Lucy
	Luz



	Christy
	Cristina



	Mary
	María



	Grace
	Graciela



	Eve
	Eva



	Valerie
	Valeria



	Rose
	Rosa



	Julie
	Julia




Watch out for these SPANISH names—they look just like English, but they are pronounced differently!







	Daniel
	David



	Gloria
	Laura



	Samuel
	Víctor



	Linda
	Patricia
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Learn how to ask for people’s names in SPANISH. Try this with someone right away!







	What’s your name?
	¿Cómo te llamas?



	My name is . . .
	Me llamo . . .




MORE THINGS TO SAY IN ESPAÑOL

Speak a different language with your family and friends! Say these things today in SPANISH instead of English:
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Here’s a whole conversation! And you can say it and understand it!
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By the way, whenever you write a sentence in SPANISH, add an upside-down mark like this one: ¿ in front of a question, and ¡ in front of an exclamation.







	¿Cómo estás?
	¡Bien!
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DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

Learning a new language is fun, especially when you practice with someone who doesn’t speak English.

The problem is that some people talk very fast in SPANISH, or say words that you don’t know, so everything gets all mixed up.

Here are some things you can say in SPANISH so that everybody will understand one another:







	I’m sorry.
	Lo siento.



	Please speak more slowly.
	Habla más despacio, por favor.



	I’m learning SPANISH.
	Estoy aprendiendo español.



	I speak a little.
	Hablo un poco.
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Do you speak Spanish?
Do you understand?
Do you know?
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I don’t understand.
I don’t know.
I don’t remember.

To learn more things to say in SPANISH, look at the VOCABULARY LIST at the end of the eBook.
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Don’t forget these:







	Good morning
	Buenos días.



	Good afternoon.
	Buenas tardes.



	Good night.
	Buenas noches.




Let’s practice some more:

Use the SPANISH words you have learned and make the people talk to each other!
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