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introduction


The six-state New England region is an all-season vacation destination that offers an unrivaled landscape of forested mountain byways, wind-swept beaches, and sophisticated cities. Iconic New England scenes really do exist here, including covered bridges, blazing fall foliage, lighthouses perched above a granite shore, peaceful village greens, and cobblestone-paved streets.




New England’s history is America’s history. From the arrival of the Pilgrims to the American Revolution to the Industrial Revolution, New England is the country’s historic heart—and said to be the only true province in America.




You’ll find that New Englanders have a sense of history and pride (some would even say self-importance) in their roots. And while the region is viewed as a Democratic stronghold, New Englanders are actually more diverse than the “looney liberal” stereotype. Vermont and New Hampshire both have a tradition of principled independence. While even in overwhelmingly left-leaning Massachusetts, four of the last five elected governors have been Republican.




New Englanders also share an unwavering love of their professional sports teams—the Red Sox, Patriots, Celtics, and Bruins. Surely, these are the glory years for New England sports fans. Since the start of the 21st century, the city has enjoyed an unprecedented 12 professional sports championships.




There is both breathtaking beauty and tremendous variety in this corner of the US to explore. Since the earliest days of the colonies, events in Massachusetts have greatly influenced American history. From the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth to Boston’s role as the center for opposition to British rule, which led to the Revolutionary War, from Concord’s literary greats like Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne, to those who crusaded for abolition and suffrage in the 18th century and more recently pioneering same-sex marriage and universal healthcare, Massachusetts has a historical and cultural importance that far surpasses its relative size. Boston is New England’s largest city, steeped in both rich history and modern-day appeal. With its colonial-era architecture, world-renowned cultural and academic institutions, surprisingly chic hotels, and a locavore dining scene that is constantly evolving with restaurants of seemingly every ethnic and gastronomic stripe, Boston is an essential stop to any visit to the region. Within an easy drive of the city are several other historic towns—nearby Concord and Lexington, Salem to the north, and Plymouth to the south. In the far western part of the state, natural beauty and the arts converge in the Berkshires, a destination known for its summer festivals including Tanglewood, the summer home of the Boston Symphony.




Head south to Cape Cod, where 300 miles of shoreline enchants with some of the best swimming beaches in New England, including the seemingly endless sands and spectacular dunes of the Cape Cod National Seashore. At the very tip of the Cape, Provincetown, once a sleepy Portuguese fishing village, is a gay extravaganza where the people-watching on Commercial Street is always first class. Just a short ferry ride off the mainland, the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket are known for great natural beauty—and as enclaves for the very wealthy.




Rhode Island may be the country’s smallest state, but it more than makes up for it with 400 miles of shoreline—attributable to the state’s large bay, many harbors, and some 30 islands. It’s no small wonder that Rhode Island is known as the “Ocean State.” Providence has both historic colonial charm and a college town’s modern and creative spirit. In Newport see the glitzy Gilded Age mansions, then find quiet from the untamed seascape of Block Island’s towering bluffs and grassy moors.




Away from the urban charms of New Haven and Hartford you’ll find plenty of tranquil pockets in Connecticut. There are award-winning vineyards as well as antiquing in the Litchfield Hills, swimming along the quiet beaches of Long Island Sound, and picturesque small river and shoreline towns along the lower Connecticut River.




Cross into Vermont and northern New England. Vermont is named for the Green Mountains, vert (green) and mont (mountain), which form the heart of the state, running from north to south. Seasonal pursuits include some of the finest skiing in the east at Stowe, the discovery of spring wildflowers on the bare forest floor, and a drive along quiet country roads that lead to woods that in autumn erupt in a blaze of magnificent foliage.




To the east, New Hampshire is both authentic and down-to-earth. Along the Merrimack River, scrappy Manchester is the state’s largest city and an ideal base from which to explore the rest of the state. Portsmouth is both historic and newly hip with a growing restaurant and gallery scene and is the jewel of the state’s tiny 18-mile seacoast. In the center of the state, Lake Winnipesaukee boasts endless water fun. While the woods and waterfalls of the White Mountains challenge the intrepid with hiking, mountain biking, and rock climbing, there’s also terrific skiing in the shadow of the cloud-piercing summit of Mount Washington.




Meander up to Maine, the country’s most northeastern state. Maine’s license plate motto is “Vacationland” for a reason. With a population of just over 65,000, once-sleepy Portland is garnering big-city buzz for its chefs, artists, and musicians. Summer visitors especially flock to mid-coast Maine, where life really is slower, to enjoy the state’s famed rocky 3,500-mile coastline dotted with lighthouses and tranquil fishing villages. Deeper inland, find a vast wilderness of pine forest, rugged mountains, and remote lakes that lure skiers, hikers, boaters, and anglers to explore. And of course, one of the sea’s greatest delicacies—Maine lobster—is without equal; a vacation spent eating lobster at least once a day is reason enough to visit.




New England is an endlessly fascinating region of cultural hot spots, unspoiled natural beauty, and some of America’s most important historical monuments.




Whether you visit Connecticut or Maine, or somewhere—or everywhere—in between, Day Trips New England will guide you to discover the best that the region has to offer. Let’s look around.













using this guide


This guide is organized around seven areas that include each of the New England states—Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine—along with Cape Cod. Each destination focuses on attractions and activities, shopping, dining, and hotel choices for a main city that can serve as a home base for you to explore the rest of the area. These cities are:






	Boston, MA


	Hyannis, MA


	Providence, RI


	New Haven, CT


	Burlington, VT


	Manchester, NH


	Portland, ME





Day trips, along with directions, distances, and a map, are then suggested for each city. Day trips range from excursions to nearby towns and villages to trips further afield to the countryside and coast. For most day trips you can be back to your hotel in time for dinner and the evening news. But if you choose to make an overnight of a day trip, we’ve provided options for that, too, with suggestions for places to eat and sleep.




We’ve also included 20 themed itineraries split into the following categories:




Historic Trips: Explore New England’s rich colonial and revolutionary history with these three trips that span Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire.




Food & Drink: From lobster rolls along the shoreline to farm-to-table dining in beautiful Vermont, these trips will satisfy any food lover’s appetite. Pair your meal with a winery or brewery tour and drink up some of New England’s best homegrown beverages.




Scenic & Seasonal: You can experience Christmas in New England, savor the region’s famous fall foliage, go lighthouse-hopping along the coast, travel to the summit of Mount Washington, and much more with these outdoor-centric trips.




Arts & Culture: Go museum-hopping in the Berkshires, check out a Cape Cod League baseball game, or spend the day at the amusement park—these trips feature some quintessential New England art attractions and fun activities for the whole family.




You can follow the themed itineraries on their own or mix things up entirely and just include those elements that fit your interests and schedule. Together, the main city and themed day trip itineraries allow you to customize your New England vacation, depending on the way that you want to travel.






hours of operation, prices & credit cards


Since hours of operation, attraction prices, and other facts are always subject to change, remember to confirm ahead before making final travel plans. You can assume all establishments listed accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions, contact the establishment for specifics.









pricing key




accommodations


The price codes are for a double room per night during the peak-price period. Peak periods are generally June through October throughout the entire region, and from Christmas through President’s week in the ski mountains. Room prices do not include state or local sales taxes or any other lodging fees that may be included in your final bill.






	$     less than $150


	$$    $151 to $300


	$$$   $301 to $500


	$$$$  more than $500










restaurants


The price code reflects an estimate of the average price of dinner entrees for two (excluding drinks, appetizers, tax, and tip) and is a benchmark only. Lunch and breakfast are usually 25–30 percent less.






	$     less than $25


	$$    $25 to $50


	$$$   $51 to $100


	$$$$  more than $100














driving tips



This corner of the country encompasses six states in a relatively small area. Boston is geographically the region’s hub, with both Providence and Manchester an hour away, Portland and Hartford can each be reached in just 2 hours, and Montpelier is within a 4-hour drive.




No matter where you travel, it’s always a good idea to plan out your route in advance. The itinerary maps in this guide are representative of the area; all distances are approximate. To get the most out of your travels, use GPS (from a stand-alone device or your smart phone) along with a conventional map so you won’t be led astray.




Rotaries, or traffic circles, are common in New England and can confound even local drivers. The rules are simple, though: Vehicles already in the rotary have the right of way; those entering must yield. If you miss your exit, just go around the rotary again (and again, if necessary).




Whether through the winding roads of the Green Mountains or along the rocky shores of Penobscot Bay, most of New England is best explored by car. As well, outside of Boston, public transportation options in New England are fairly limited.




Boston is the exception; because of a lack of parking and heavy traffic, driving is not a good option. In Boston you will want to confine your driving to the bare minimum, which means arriving and parking. Besides, Boston is compact, and it’s easy to get around by walking or by taking the subway, known as the T.




New England’s winter weather varies widely across the region, but it deserves special mention. Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine are especially well known for brutal weather conditions: heavy snow, extreme cold, and blizzard conditions. Winter driving can challenge even native New Englanders. In general, when there is snow and ice, slow down and keep a greater distance between you and the car ahead. And if it’s not safe to travel, don’t.




New England is a true four-season tourist destination, but traffic is heaviest from June through October throughout the entire region, and is also notably heavy in ski country from mid-December through late February.




Roads are well maintained, although some rural and mountain roads test even seasoned drivers—they are both narrow and winding. In comparison with other regions of the country, you will find that New England road crews know how to get rid of snow, and they have the equipment to move it fast!




Northern New England is moose country. Heed those “moose crossing” signs, especially at dusk. A collision with a 1,000-pound moose can be fatal.









highway designations


Interstates are prefaced by “I” and are generally multilane divided highways. New England is crossed by six interstates. I-95 links five of the New England states (the exception is Vermont) connecting with the New York metropolitan area. I-90 and I-84 come in from the west. I-91 links New Haven, Hartford, Springfield, and Vermont, while I-89 connects Burlington, Vermont, with Concord, New Hampshire. I-93 cuts through Boston, connecting the city with New Hampshire and the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont.




US highways are two- and three-lane undivided roads and prefaced by “US.” For instance, US 1 links Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine.




State highways are paved and divided and are prefaced by the state’s two-letter postal abbreviation. For example, a well-known New England route is New Hampshire’s NH 112, also known as the Kancamagus Highway, and stretches 35 miles from Conway to Lincoln in the White Mountains.









where to get more information


Day Trips New England attempts to cover a variety of bases and interests, but those looking for additional material can contact the following agencies by phone, mail, or on the web. Regarding the latter, when checking out the various destinations, be aware that online reviews may be contradictory and conflicting. Everyone’s experience can be different, and the web allows for a forum for these diverse opinions. Many of the areas have chain hotels and restaurants that are generally not included in the listings in each chapter. Within each chapter we provide contact information for chambers of commerce and/or convention and visitor bureaus, which are often valuable sources for information. Here are some additional general resources.




Discover New England (the region’s international tourism representative)






	100 International Dr.


	Portsmouth, NH 03801


	(603) 766-0606


	discovernewengland.org


	Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism


	1 Constitution Plaza


	Hartford, CT 06103


	(860) 256-2800


	ctvisit.com







	
Maine Office of Tourism



	#59 State House Station


	Augusta, ME 04333


	(888) 624-6345


	visitmaine.com


	Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism


	10 Park Plaza, Ste. 4510


	Boston, MA 02116


	(617) 973-8500 or (800) 227-MASS


	massvacation.com


	New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism


	172 Pembroke Rd.


	Concord, NH 03302


	(603) 271-2665


	visitnh.gov


	Rhode Island Tourism Division


	315 Iron Horse Way, Ste. 101


	Providence, RI 02908


	(800) 556-2484


	visitrhodeisland.com


	Vermont Department of Tourism & Marketing


	National Life Building, 6th Floor


	Montpelier, VT 05620


	(802) 828-3237 or (800) VERMONT


	
vermontvacation.com 
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boston



the hub of new england: 
boston, ma



boston, ma

Prim, white steepled churches, cobblestone streets, and lots of colonial-era redbrick buildings. The Puritans founded Boston in 1630. They discovered a deep harbor, and by the mid-1700s shipping was Boston’s lifeblood, helping to make it the largest and one of the most prosperous cities in America.

Because of its traditional feel, Boston is often described as a European-like city, even as it was the first American settlement to urge the other colonies to fight for independence from the British.

But it wasn’t until the 1800s that Boston’s modern city began to take shape. Marshland was reclaimed, and landfill was used to expand the city and create the Back Bay. Today, those same Victorian-era brownstones house block after block of world-class retail shops, trendy art galleries, and chic cafes. It is this ability to repurpose its past that has allowed Boston to change with the times. It helps, too, that Boston has always had a love affair with learning and is home to a lively student population that attend the area’s 50 colleges and universities.

But there is always that ever-present sense of history when you visit Boston. The shrines of America’s past are all around, from the simple circle of stones that mark the location of the Boston Massacre, to the home of Paul Revere, to the fabled navy war frigate the USS Constitution. But there are also cutting-edge skyscrapers and big-city buzz, with
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a jam-packed cultural calendar of music, theater, and art shows and a chef-driven food scene that has increasingly (thankfully) embraced the use of fresh, sustainable New England ingredients—all packed into a small and eminently walkable city.

To experience the best of what is new in the city, head to the Seaport District, Boston’s “it” neighborhood. Until recently, this was an overlooked stretch of muddy wasteland and abandoned Boston Harbor warehouses. Now office buildings flourish and modern loft conversions are in high demand. Already the area is teeming with hotels and restaurants that appeal to a creative-minded and tech-savvy clientele.


getting there

Boston is both literally and figuratively “the hub.” Oliver Wendell Holmes said as much in 1858 when he referred to the Massachusetts State House as the “hub of the solar system.” A bit of satire, to be sure, but Boston is New England’s largest city, its transportation center, and the gateway to the six-state region.

All roads in New England (at least the big ones) do lead to Boston. From the west, the Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90) runs directly into the city. From the south, take I-95 North to I-93 North to downtown. From Vermont and points northwest, take I-93 South to downtown. From Maine and points northeast, take I-95 South to I-93 South to downtown.




where to go

The Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau. Boston Common, 139 Tremont St.; Copley Place, 100 Huntington Ave.; (617) 536-4100 or (888) 733-2678; bostonusa.com. Boston has two visitor centers. The visitor center on Boston Common is located in a kiosk next to the Park Street subway or T station. There is also a visitor information desk in the mall at the Prudential Center. Both locations are fully staffed and have racks of Boston maps and brochures. They also have information about Massachusetts as well as helpful resources specific for international travelers. Boston Common is open Tues through Sun 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Copley Place open Mon through Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat and Sun 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The Boston Children’s Museum. 308 Congress St., Waterfront; (617) 426-6500; bostonchildrensmuseum.org. The Boston Children’s Museum is an awesome place for young children and their families. The fun begins in the lobby: Kids can’t get enough of the 3-story New Balance Climb structure. Next, head over to the exhibit halls where kids can investigate bubbles at Science Playground, explore race and ethnicity issues at Boston Black, and learn about fitness on the very cool light-box dance floor at Kid Power. Need a break? The giant Hood Milk Bottle outside the museum entrance sells hot dogs, ice cream and snacks during the warm weather months. Open Sun through Thurs 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $18 per person, ages 12 months and under free. Admission Fri 5 to 9 p.m. is $1 per person.

Boston Harbor Islands National Park. Long Wharf, Waterfront; (617) 227-4321; bostonharborislands.org. Hop on a ferry and you can experience an island getaway just 30 minutes from downtown Boston. There are sandy beaches, nature trails, and historic sites to discover. Georges Island features historic Fort Warren, a Civil War–era prison that is perfect for exploring. Walk along the ramparts, play a game of Frisbee on the parade grounds, and check out the dark (and very spooky) labyrinth-like corridors. Take a ranger-led tour and stroll the beach, and visit the small museum in the visitor center. Spectacle Island offers beaches and 5 miles of walking trails. Both Georges and Spectacle Islands have seasonal cafes, which sell grab-and-go lunch boxes, drinks, ice cream, and other summertime favorites.

Georges Island and Spectacle Island ferry service runs May through Oct; check website for departure times. Ferry tickets: $24.95 adults, $22.95 seniors, $17.95 children ages 4 to 11, free under age 4.

Boston Public Library. 700 Boylston St., Back Bay; (617) 536-5400; bpl.org. Boston is a bookish city, and the Boston Public Library is a revered cultural institution. Although the Italianate Renaissance Revival building designed by McKim, Mead, and White dates from 1895, the Boston Public Library was established much earlier—in 1848—making it the country’s first publicly supported municipal library.

Among the architectural treasures are the great bronze doors by Daniel Chester French and gorgeous ceiling murals depicting Judaism and Christianity by John Singer Sargent. For bibliophiles, the Bates Reading Room is a sight to behold, with a barrel-vaulted ceiling, soaring windows, and rows of timeworn wood tables illuminated by green library lamps. Enjoy the library’s beautiful inner courtyard and arcade—it’s one of the city’s best-kept secrets and a wonderful place to sit and read. Tucked inside the library are not one, but three places to eat. The Map Room Tea Lounge (open Mon through Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) offers a spot to recharge with author-inspired cocktails, seasonal soups and salads, along with charcuterie boards. The Courtyard Tea Room (open Mon through Sat 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) is charmingly intimate and proffers one of the city’s best afternoon teas. The Boston Public Library has partnered with Boston’s National Public Radio Station, WGBH, to open the Newsfeed Café (617-357-7333; open Mon through Thurs 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri and Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.), a satellite station that also offers gourmet coffee, soup, salads and sandwiches to nourish both the bodies and minds of visitors and scholars. Brilliant!

Library open Mon through Thurs 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri and Sat 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Sun. You can explore the library on your own or check the website for guided-tour times. Free.

Boston Symphony Hall. 301 Massachusetts Ave., Back Bay; (617) 262-1200; bso.org. Home to both the Boston Symphony and the Boston Pops, attending a concert at Boston Symphony Hall is a special experience. From October through April, the Boston Symphony led by Andris Nelsons, presents a full concert season of classical music, often with a world-renowned guest artist or conductor. In May and June, the Boston Pops, led by maestro Keith Lockhart, plays a mix of American musical show tunes, jazz standards, movie themes, light classical, and even contemporary music. In December, Holiday Pops concerts are perennially popular.

Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate. 210 Morrissey Blvd.; Dorchester; (617) 740-7000; emkinstitute.org. Boston’s newest museum is dedicated to the late Edward (Ted) Kennedy. It is not hyperbole to suggest that every constituent in every city and town of the Commonwealth was helped in some way over the course of Kennedy’s nearly 50-year career as the US Senator from Massachusetts. The centerpiece attraction of the museum is a full-scale replica of the Senate chamber. Visitors can participate in a simulation of Senate proceedings: attend hearings, debate the issues and vote on legislation. The institute also hopes to inspire the next generation of civic leaders by encouraging visitors to add their own promise of community service to the pledge wall. The museum is adjacent to the John F. Kennedy Library & Museum and there is an admission discount if you visit both. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $16 for adults, $14 for seniors and students, $8 children for ages 6 to 17, and free for children ages 5 and under.

Fenway Park. 4 Yawkey Way, Fenway; (617) 226-6666; redsox.mlb.com. Baseball history is thick here. To understand New Englanders, you must experience Fenway Park, home to the beloved Boston Red Sox. Fenway is the smallest (its seating capacity is just under 34,000) and oldest baseball stadium in the major leagues. Its first professional game took place on April 20, 1912, against the New York Highlanders, the precursor to the New York Yankees.

The park has several endearing quirks. There’s the fabled 37-foot Green Monster left-field wall, a hand-operated scoreboard, and really uncomfortable seats—but Sox fans would not have it any other way. Regardless of the standings, Red Sox Nation is fiercely and unwaveringly loyal—scoring tickets can be tough. Your best bet to catch the Sox in action may be to line up for game-day tickets. A limited number of tickets—often standing room, obstructed view, or bleacher seats—are sold 2 hours before game time at Gate E, with a limit of one ticket per customer.

If you come up empty-handed for tickets or are visiting during the off-season, take a guided tour of Fenway. During the baseball season tours are offered on the hour daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (on home-game days, the last tour leaves 3.5 hours before game start). Off-season tours are offered daily Nov through early Apr from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $21 adults, $17 military, $15 ages 3 to 15, children 2 and under are free.

The Franklin Park Zoo. 1 Franklin Park Zoo, Dorchester; (617) 541-LIONS; zooneweng-land.org. A just-the-right-size city zoo for kids with more than 200 species of animals. At the indoor, glass-enclosed Tropical Forest exhibit, the zoo’s 7 lowland gorillas are real crowd-pleasers. And at Kalahari Kingdom, come face-to-face with an African lion; because of the clever placement of a jeep in the exhibit, you will almost feel part of the lion’s world. Open Apr through Sept daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Oct through Mar daily 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $21.95 adults; $19.95 seniors; $14.95 ages 2 to 12; free for children under age 2.


the fenway park sound track

Boston is a city of tradition and the songs played at Fenway Park are a huge part of the Fenway experience.


	“Sweet Caroline.” Played in the middle of the eighth inning since 2002, Neil Diamond’s 1967 feel-good ditty is the tune most associated with Fenway. Forget the words? The lyrics are always projected on the big screen—hand motions optional.

	“Dirty Water.” Red Sox fans really love their “Dirty Water.” Referring to Boston’s once notoriously polluted Charles River, the Standell’s 1967 hit and its catchy refrain.

	“Tessie.” The Red Sox second victory song is also a pub favorite. The Red Sox broke an 86-year World Series drought in 2004, the same year that local Irish punk band the Drop Kick Murphys recorded a modernized version of an oldtimey 1902 Broadway tune with new lyrics telling the story of the Boston Royal Rooters fan club and the Red Sox 1903 World Series win. Coincidence? Not likely.

	“Joy to the World.” Three Dog Night’s version is the final song in Boston’s victory trilogy with fans belting out “Jeremiah was a bullfrog, was a good friend of mine” and soaking in the win.





Freedom Trail. Follow the 2.5-mile redbrick (sometimes it’s red-painted) line that wends its way through downtown, the North End, and Charlestown and be inspired by Boston’s revolutionary past. The Freedom Trail links 16 historic sites that tell the story of America’s struggle for independence.

The Freedom Trail is mostly free. Only three sites—the Old State House, the Old South Meeting House, and the Paul Revere House—charge a small admission fee.

The Freedom Trail was designed to be self-guided. The usual starting point is the visitor center on Boston Common, where you can pick up a free Freedom Trail map.

It takes a full day to complete the entire route. But if you are short on time, consider taking a guided Freedom Trail tour. The National Park Service offers a popular free hour-long guided walking tour (check website for times) that leaves from the National Park Visitor Center (Faneuil Hall, 1st floor; 617-242-5642; nps.gov/bost/index.htm). The Freedom Trail Foundation’s Walk into History tour departs (check website for times) from the Boston Common Visitor Center (617-357-8300; thefreedomtrail.org) and is led by invariably enthusiastic guides in 18th-century costumes.

Follow the sites in order, and you will find that the restaurants and eateries at Quincy Market make a logical place to stop for lunch. Then press onward to Charlestown to check out the USS Constitution. To get there, you can walk across the Charlestown Bridge or better yet, take the Inner Harbor Ferry (mbta.com; $3.70 per person) from Long Wharf for a 10-minute cruise across the harbor to the Charlestown Navy Yard. This is a case where getting there really is half the fun!

Of course, if you’re going to follow in the footsteps of our Founding Fathers, the best way to do the Freedom Trail is to walk it. But no one says you have to hike the entire route, and it’s perfectly OK to see just some of the sites. Here is a rundown of the Freedom Trail highlights to help you choose what sites are of most interest to you.


Boston Common. Bordered by Park, Tremont, Beacon, and Charles Streets, Downtown. Dating from 1634 and practically as old as Boston itself, the Boston Common has been in constant use ever since as a cow pasture, a place for public hangings, and the site of the British encampment during the Siege of Boston in 1775. Today, the Boston Common is mostly used for recreation and features walking paths among the towering trees, open ball fields, and lots of benches for people and pigeon watchers. Your first stop should be the visitor center on the Tremont Street side of the park to pick up a Freedom Trail map. On the Beacon Street side of the Common, across from the Massachusetts State House, is an impressive Augustus Saint-Gaudens bronze bas-relief sculpture, the Robert Gould Shaw and 54th Massachusetts Regiment Memorial, which pays homage to the only Union Civil War unit made entirely of free African-American troops. Frog Pond is another Boston Common delight, which features a children’s wading pool during the summer months, a refrigerated ice rink during the winter, and a carousel in the spring and fall.

Massachusetts State House. Corner of Beacon and Park Streets, Downtown; (617) 727-3676; malegislature.gov. The golden dome of the Massachusetts capitol building dominates the Boston skyline. Designed by Charles Bulfinch in 1798, it is a wonderful example of Federal-style architecture. The dome is copper and covered with gold leaf. The original dome was sheathed with copper from Paul Revere’s foundry. Tours offered Mon through Fri, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.

Park Street Church. 1 Park St., Downtown; parkstreet.org. Pretty Park Street Church is an active Congregational Church, which was founded in 1809 and is notable for its many “firsts.” America’s oldest continuously performing professional arts organization, the Handel & Haydn Society, was founded here in 1815; abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison’s first major public antislavery speech took place here in 1829, and Samuel Smith’s hymn “America” (also known as “My Country ’Tis of Thee”) was first sung by the children’s choir on the steps of the church in 1831.

Granary Burying Ground. Park and Tremont Streets, Downtown. Established in 1660, there are lots of famous residents here. Among them are Paul Revere, the five victims of the Boston Massacre, Benjamin Franklin’s parents, and three signers of the Declaration of Independence—John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Robert Treat Paine. There are some fine examples of colonial funerary art as well—with some seriously scary headstones carved of skulls and crossbones, flying skeletons, and winged cherub heads. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

King’s Chapel. School and Park Streets, Downtown; kings-chapel.org. Seen as a symbol of British rule in America, the austere granite building dates from 1749 and was designed by Newport architect Peter Harrison to replace the modest wooden Anglican chapel originally on the site. Its Loyalist parishioners were run out of town after the Revolutionary War, and by the 1780s it had become the country’s first Unitarian church.

King’s Chapel Burying Ground. Tremont Street, Downtown. Adjacent to King’s Chapel, this is Boston’s oldest cemetery, dating from 1630. William Dawes, the other “midnight rider” who rode with Paul Revere to warn of the advancing British troops, is buried here. Look for the grave of Elizabeth Pain, whose marker (note the large letter A) is said to have inspired the final paragraph of Nathanial Hawthorne’s novel The Scarlet Letter, in which he describes the grave of the character Hester Prynne. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Benjamin Franklin and Boston Latin. 45 School St., Downtown. Philadelphia may claim Benjamin Franklin as their most famous resident, but he was Boston born and bred. The colorful sidewalk mosaic marks the original site of Boston Latin, which was the first public school in America, established by the Puritans in 1635. Franklin attended Boston Latin for a short time—but did not graduate—making him the school’s most famous dropout.

Old Corner Bookstore. 285 Washington St., Downtown. Dating from 1712, and originally an apothecary, this brick gambrel building is one of Boston’s oldest. During the early to mid-1800s, it was the site of Ticknor and Fields, the publishing house that counted among its authors Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Louisa May Alcott, and Harriet Beecher Stowe. Today, the Old Corner Bookstore is occupied—by a Chipotle.

Old State House. 206 Washington St., Downtown; (617) 720-1713; revolutionaryspaces.org. Adorned with a gilded lion and the unicorn, symbols of the British monarchy, this graceful 1713 brick building was built as the seat of the colonial government. It was here in 1761 that James Otis waged an impassioned argument against the British Writs of Assistance (general search warrants). John Adams later said of Otis’s speech, “then and there the child independence was born.” It was from this balcony, on July 18, 1776, that the Declaration of Independence was first read to the people of Boston, and it has been read to the people from this balcony every Fourth of July since. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $12 adults, $10 seniors and students, free for children ages 18 and under.

Site of the Boston Massacre. At the intersection of State, Devonshire, and Court Streets, Downtown. The small circle of granite cobblestones in front of the Old State House marks the place of what was later known as the Boston Massacre. On March 5, 1770, after two years of occupation, an angry mob of Boston colonists taunted a group of British soldiers, who fired into the crowd, resulting in five civilian deaths.

Old South Meeting House. 310 Washington St., Downtown; revolutionaryspaces.org. The voices of protest have always spoken loudly here. In colonial times, this 1729 Congregational Church was Boston’s largest meeting space and was often used for public assemblies. In 1773, Samuel Adams’s speech led to one of the Revolution’s most storied moments: the Boston Tea Party and the dumping of 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor. Open daily Apr through Oct 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $7 adults, $6 seniors and students, $4 children ages 11 and under.

Faneuil Hall. Congress and North Streets, Downtown; (617) 242-5675; nps.gov/bost. A gift to the city from wealthy colonial merchant Peter Faneuil, the building dates from 1742 and was to be used as both a meeting hall and a marketplace. Today, Faneuil Hall still serves the very same function—there is shopping on the first floor, and the upper Great Hall is still used for political events. Known as the “Cradle of Liberty,” it was here that a defiant Samuel Adams rallied against British taxation policies. There is a bronze statue of Samuel Adams, patriot and signer of the Declaration of Independence, in front of Faneuil Hall—although Sam Adams seems to be known these days mostly for the Boston beer brand that bears his name. Oh, and “Faneuil” is pronounced to rhyme with “Daniel.” The first floor of Faneuil Hall is the Boston National Park Service visitor center. Fully staffed and with all the usual brochures and maps, this state-of-the-art facility also boasts iPad kiosks to custom design your own Freedom Trail walking tour. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., free admission. National Park Service rangers give short talks on this building’s history on the hour and half hour.

Old North Church. 193 Salem St., North End; (617) 523-6676; oldnorth.com. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s immortal words, “one if by land, two if by sea,” forever captured Old North Church’s pivotal role in Revolutionary history. On the eve of April 18, 1775, sexton Robert Newman, upon instruction from Paul Revere, climbed to the top of the church steeple—then the highest in Boston—and hung two lanterns to signal to the patriots that the British troops were leaving Boston by boat and advancing toward Lexington and Concord. Dating from 1723, this is the oldest church building in Boston. It’s officially known as Christ Church and today is home to an active Episcopalian congregation. Short drop-in presentations are offered to the public. Open June through Oct daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (tours every half hour); check website for days and times the rest of the year. Admission $8 adults, $6 seniors and students, $4 children ages 6 and over, free for children ages 5 and under.

Paul Revere House. 19 North Sq., North End; (617) 523-2338; paulreverehouse.org. This small clapboard Tudor-style house dates from 1680, making it the oldest surviving house in Boston. Paul Revere bought the property in 1770, when it was already more than 100 years old, and lived here with his large family; he had 8 children from each of his 2 wives! Some of the furnishings are original, and the rooms are set up as if they are still inhabited. As was the custom at the time, the master bedchamber served double duty as a parlor to receive guests. Tour at your own pace; knowledgeable volunteers are on hand to provide fascinating insight. Open Apr 15 through Oct 31 daily 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Nov 1 through Apr 14 daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Mon Jan through Mar. Admission $5 adults, $4.50 seniors and students, $1 children ages 5 to 17, free for children ages 4 and under.

Bunker Hill Monument. Monument Square, Charlestown; (617) 242-5641; nps.gov/bost/historyculture/bhm.htm. Just a 5-minute walk from the Charlestown Navy Yard, a 221-foot granite obelisk commemorates the June 17, 1775, conflict that was fought on this hill. It was one of the first major battles of the Revolutionary War, and although the British won the fight, they suffered heavy casualties, and the ragtag American troops proved themselves worthy. There is no elevator, so you will have to climb the 294 steps to reach the capstone, but the views of Boston, Charlestown, and Cambridge are worth it. Open daily Jan through May and Sept through Dec 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., July and Aug 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free admission.

USS Constitution. Charlestown Navy Yard, Charlestown; (617) 242-5670; nps.gov/bost/historyculture/ussconst.htm. This black-wood hull, 3-mast frigate is a beauty. Launched in 1797, during the age of sail, the USS Constitution is the world’s oldest commissioned warship still afloat. She saw lots of action against the Barbary pirates off the coast of Africa from 1803 to 1805 but is most renowned for her role in the War of 1812 when she defeated the British warship HMS Guerriere. She earned her nickname “Old Ironsides” when cannonballs seemingly bounced off her, and a British seaman exclaimed, “Huzzah! Her sides are made of iron!” Active-duty young Navy sailors in period 1812 uniforms give 30-minute tours—and they take tremendous pride in telling Constitution’s story. Note: Give yourself time to go through security screening. Open Apr through Sept, Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Oct, Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Nov through Mar, Thurs through Sun 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Mon. Free admission.



Haymarket. Along Blackstone Street, Downtown. It’s a gritty place—definitely not for the timid—but if you enjoy food shopping as entertainment, step off the tourist trail and wander through Haymarket, Boston’s open-air produce market. It’s a raucous scene as pushcart vendors hawk fruit, vegetables, and flowers at rock-bottom prices, and it’s a great place to mix with the locals. Open Fri and Sat dawn to mid-afternoon, year-round.

Huntington Theatre Company. 264 Huntington Ave., Back Bay; (617) 266-0800; hunting-tontheatre.org. The Huntington Theatre is Boston’s most prominent resident theater company; the performance season runs from September through May and typically features a dynamic mix of classic dramas, acclaimed comedies, world premieres, and on occasion a musical.

Institute of Contemporary Art. 25 Harbor Shore Dr., Waterfront; (617) 478-3100; icaboston.org. It’s nearly impossible not to be awestruck by the ICA’s dramatic glass-and-steel building cantilevered over Boston Harbor. Inside, the museum’s permanent collection showcases innovative works by contemporary artists. In recent years the ICA has hosted many blockbuster exhibitions including Shepard Fairey, Damian Ortega, Roni Horn, and Anish Kapoor. Open Sat, Sun, Tues, and Wed 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thurs and Fri 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; closed Mon. Admission $15 adults, $13 seniors, $10 students, free for children ages 18 and under. Admission free Thurs 5 to 9 p.m.

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. 25 Evans Way, Back Bay; (617) 566-1401; gardnermuseum.org. The lighting is dim, the works of art are unlabeled and have a packed arrangement—it feels rather more like viewing someone’s personal collection than a museum. Fenway Court, as it was originally named, was home to turn-of-the-20th-century Boston socialite Isabella Stewart Gardner. She modeled the design after a 15th-century Venetian palazzo complete with an enclosed courtyard that today blooms with flowers year-round. Three floors of galleries hold Gardner’s collection of treasures: American and European paintings, ancient sculptures, and Asian artifacts. Among the masterpieces are Titian’s The Rape of Europa, Rembrandt’s Self-Portrait, Aged 23, and John Singer Sargent’s Jaleo. In 2012, the museum completed a Renzo Piano–designed renovation and expansion blending old and new. Cutting-edge Calderwood Hall is the Gardner’s new performance space and hosts the museum’s renowned Sunday afternoon concert series. The museum’s restaurant, Cafe G is a sleekly modern space where visitors can enjoy an array of seasonal and museum-themed dishes complemented by wines and specialty cocktails. Open Wed 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri through Mon 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Tues. Admission $20 adults, $18 seniors, $13 students, free for children ages 17 and under.

John F. Kennedy Library and Museum. Columbia Point, Dorchester; (617) 514-1600; jfklibrary.org. The official presidential library of John F. Kennedy pays tribute to the life and legacy of Boston’s favorite son. The striking I. M. Pei–designed building overlooks Boston Harbor and evokes the sail of a ship, a reminder of Kennedy’s lifelong affection for the sea. Begin your visit with the 17-minute introductory film that’s narrated by Kennedy himself as he describes growing up in Brookline, his college years at Harvard, and his time in the navy. The museum’s permanent exhibits include memorabilia and videos relating to Kennedy’s presidency, from the space race to civil rights to the Cuban Missile crisis, as well as footage of Kennedy’s assassination and funeral. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $14 adults, $12 seniors and students, $10 children ages 13 to 17, children 12 and under are free.

Museum of African American History. 46 Joy St., Beacon Hill; (617) 725-0022; maah.org. Beacon Hill is not just the bastion of blue bloods. Prior to the Civil War, and as far back as the Revolutionary War, this area was home to a thriving free black community. The Museum of African American History tells the story of Boston’s role in the abolitionist movement and the history of African Americans in New England. The museum occupies the Abiel Smith School, the nation’s first public school for African-American children. The next-door African Meeting House is one of America’s oldest black churches. The museum also offers free guided tours daily (June through Sept) of the 14 sites of the Black Heritage Trail and provides maps for those interested in doing a self-guided walk of the trail on their own. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $10 adults, $8 seniors and students ages 13 to 17, free for children ages 12 and under.

Museum of Fine Arts. 465 Huntington Ave., Back Bay; (617) 267-9300; mfa.org. Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts is a treasured Boston institution, a world-class art museum whose encyclopedic holdings include nearly 450,000 items that span an array of civilizations and cultures through the ages. Particular strengths of the MFA are its collection of ancient Egyptian sculpture and artifacts, Asian art, and French Impressionist masterpieces, including 38 works by Monet.

As you would expect, the MFA excels in 18th- and 19th-century American art. Don’t miss the splendid Art of the Americas wing. From Paul Revere’s silver Sons of Liberty bowl, to John Singleton Copley’s paintings of Boston revolutionaries John Hancock, Sam Adams, and Paul Revere, it’s a terrific opportunity to tie together the history of the Freedom Trail. On the second floor of the wing, the delightful Daughters of Edward Darley Boit by John Singer Sargent is showcased, flanked by the very same vases that are depicted in the painting.

Strapped for time? The MFA offers docent-led tours throughout the day. Inquire at the Sharf Visitor Center when you arrive. And be sure to end your visit by browsing the MFA’s superb bookstore and gift shops. Open Mon, Tues, Sat, and Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wed


getting around: charlie is the way to go

New England may be best explored by car, and a car is almost a necessity if you want to take day trips and explore the coast and the mountains. But unless you absolutely have to, don’t drive in Boston. Boston’s streets are congested with traffic, parking is difficult to find (or nonexistent), and when it is available, it’s expensive.

Boston is actually a very small city, and many of its major sites stand shoulder to shoulder, so walking is often the best way to go.

For traveling to those places that are not within walking distance, your best bet is to do as the locals do and take the T. The T is short for the MBTA, or Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, and its five lines—Green, Red, Blue, Orange, and Silver—can take you to most any place that you need to go. You can travel anywhere on the system for just one flat fare. Fares are paid with either a plastic CharlieCard, a paper CharlieTicket, or cash-on-board for $2.40 per ride. You can buy CharlieTickets from vending machines at any T station. CharlieCards are available at staffed T stations, and both CharlieCards and CharlieTickets are reusable and reloadable. So who is this Charlie? Charlie is the poor guy immortalized in the Kingston Trio’s 1959 recording of the “M.T.A. Song” who was doomed to ride the train forever because he didn’t have the five-cent exit fare. (617) 222–3200; mbta.com.



through Fri 10 a.m. to 9:45 p.m. Admission $25 adults, free for children ages 17 and under. Admission by donation Wed after 4 p.m.

Museum of Science. 1 Science Park, West End; (617) 723-2500; mos.org. Where to begin? With scores of hands-on activities in the exhibit halls, an IMAX theater and planetarium, families can easily spend an entire day here. Swing by Science in the Park, an interactive exhibit that makes the principals of physics accessible to school-age children and up. The Discovery Center is the place for the youngest scientists, with fossils to touch and live animal encounters. Visitors of all ages will enjoy the out-of-this-world journey at the Hayden Planetarium which incorporates the latest HD video projection and digital acoustic technologies. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $29 adults, $25 seniors, $24 ages 3 to 11, free for children ages 2 and under.

New England Aquarium and New England Aquarium Whale Watch Excursions. Central Wharf, Downtown; (617) 973-5200; neaq.org. Enter the New England Aquarium and you can’t miss the museum’s centerpiece attraction: the 4-story Giant Ocean Tank, which re-creates an underwater Caribbean coral reef. Other highlights are the informative penguin feedings and harbor seal training sessions. You can also see breathtaking 3D ocean-related films that are shown several times a day on the aquarium’s 6-story IMAX screen.

While in Boston, you can let the New England Aquarium introduce you to some really big animals. Among local whale-watch excursions, the New England Aquarium’s is among the very best. The 4-hour, naturalist-led adventures aboard a high-speed catamaran leave from the New England Aquarium dock for the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary, a feeding ground for humpback, minke, and pilot whales.

Museum hours Mon through Thurs 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat and Sun 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. From July 1 to Labor Day open Sun through Thurs 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri and Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Aquarium tickets $32 adults, $30 seniors, $23 children ages 3 to 11, free for children ages 2 and under. Whale Watch Excursions take place April through October; check website for exact departure times. Whale watch tickets $55 adults, $47 seniors, $35 children ages 3 to 11, $18 children ages 2 and under. Also check website for good value aquarium/whale watch and aquarium/IMAX ticket packages.

New England Holocaust Memorial. Union and Congress Streets, Downtown; nehm.org. Just steps from the Freedom Trail, New England’s Holocaust Memorial is a sobering reminder of the victims of the Nazi horror. Walk along the black granite path among the six glass and steel towers, each representing one of the principal Nazi death camps. One million numbers are etched in random, yet orderly, sequence on each of the towers, representing the 6 million who died, and smoke rises from grates in each base. The towers are illuminated from within, making this memorial especially dramatic in the evening. Open daily 24 hours.

The Public Garden. Bordered by Arlington, Beacon, Charles, and Boylston Streets, Back Bay; cityofboston.gov/parks. Stroll the winding paths among formally planted flower beds and along the weeping willow–edged lagoon. You may be familiar with the Public Garden as the setting for Make Way for Ducklings, Robert McCloskey’s 1941 Caldecott Award winning picture book. It is as charming today as it was back then. The Public Garden actually dates from 1837 and is America’s first public botanical garden.

The Public Garden is a lovely backdrop for the Swan Boats, a most delightful Boston tradition, created (and still operated) by the Paget family more than 130 years ago. The fleet of elegant Swan Boats each seat 20 passengers and are pedaled by a college kid on a 15-minute figure-eight lap around the tranquil lagoon. If you are traveling with kids, be sure to visit Nancy Schön’s brass sculptures of Mrs. Mallard and her ducklings (Jack, Kack, Lack, et al.) at the corner of Charles and Beacon Streets for a great family photo op. The Public Garden is open year-round from dawn to dusk. The Swan Boats (617-522-1966; swanboats.com) are open mid-Apr to mid-Sept daily; spring and fall hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., summer (June 21 to Labor Day) 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; adults $4, $3.50 seniors, $2.50 children ages 2 to 15.

Trinity Church. 206 Clarendon St., Back Bay; (617) 536-0944; trinitychurchboston.org. Located on Copley Plaza, across from the Boston Public Library, Trinity Church is Henry Hobson Richardson’s masterwork. Dedicated in 1877, the Romanesque Revival design incorporates massive blocks of granite with red sandstone, a low center tower, and red-tile roof. The interior has a distinct Arts and Crafts aesthetic with ornately carved interior woodwork and brightly colored murals and stained-glass windows created by John La Farge. Trinity Church also represents quite an engineering feat. Because the building was built on landfill and marshland, more than 4,500 pilings had to be driven into the ground before construction could even begin. Take a moment to contemplate the reflection of Trinity Church in the glass of the John Hancock Tower next door, designed in 1976 by I. M. Pei—it’s a wonderful juxtaposition of Boston old and new. Guided and self-guided art and architecture tours are offered throughout the week. Public visiting hours Mon, Fri, and Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tues, Wed, and Thurs 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun 1 to 5 p.m. Admission $10 adults, $8 seniors and students, free for children ages 16 and under.




where to shop

For the most part, Boston’s shopping is concentrated in a few specific neighborhoods that often have dozens of great stores. Here’s a list by area of some favorites.

The Back Bay & Newbury Street. The Back Bay is truly Boston’s main shopping district. This area includes famed Newbury Street, an 8-block, tree-lined stretch that boasts an eclectic mix of upscale clothing boutiques, galleries, and funky gift shops in 19th-century brownstone buildings. Nearby Boylston Street features large retail stores like Apple and the flagship stores of several Massachusetts-based retailers including Frye, Ball and Buck, and Talbots. Here, too, you will find Boston’s best indoor malls. Both the Prudential Center and Copley Place offer some pretty fabulous shopping options among more than 150 stores, and they are connected to each other by a glass pedestrian bridge. If you have money, lots of money, then the international salons along Newbury Street, close to the Public Garden—Chanel, Gucci, and Armani—are for you. As you stroll down Newbury Street toward Massachusetts Avenue (known locally as Mass Ave) the stores give way to mass-market chain stores (Zara, H&M, and Ann Taylor) and more locally based stores and boutiques.


Copley Place. 100 Huntington Ave., Back Bay; (617) 262-6600; simon.com. This very swish multilevel complex attracts both browsers and buyers with its sky-lit interior, fountain, and plantings. There’s a Neiman Marcus, Barney’s and dozens of other high-end international boutiques like Louis Vuitton, Jimmy Choo, and Tiffany & Company. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun noon to 6 p.m.

Fresh. 121 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 421-1212; fresh.com. The Boston-based beauty brand has a (deservedly) cultlike following for its organic and natural products, including a divine brown-sugar body polish and beautifully packaged artisanal soaps that smells fantastic. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun noon to 6 p.m.

Johnny Cupcakes. 279 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 375-0100; johnnycupcakes.com. This is a bakery-themed store with nary a cupcake in sight. Johnny Cupcakes is a Boston-based, high-end street wear that’s a coveted brand for the young hipster crowd. Open daily 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Newbury Comics. 348 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 236-4930; newburycomics.com. This is the original store of the regional chain and a local institution for CDs, DVDs, and even vinyl. Find hip kitsch like political bobble-head dolls and Star Wars toy figures, along with must-have items that you never knew existed, like flamingo cocktail stirrers and a 2-foot plastic penguin. Open Mon through Thurs 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sun noon to 8 p.m.

Serenella. 134 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 262-5568; serenellausa.com. Seren-ella has been a fixture on Newbury Street for decades, and for good reason. It still embraces the hip in fashion, from the up-and-coming like Stella McCartney as well as established designers like Emilio Pucci and Balmain. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The Shops at the Prudential Center. 800 Boylston St., Back Bay; (617) 236-3100; prudentialcenter.com. Anchored by Saks Fifth Avenue, this bright glass and light-filled mall is a pleasant place to shop and contains nearly 75 stores, including Sephora, Moleskine, and Canada Goose as well as several restaurants and a food court. Eataly Boston is here as well (see page 19). Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sun 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Shreve, Crump & Low. 39 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 267-9100; shrevecrumpandlow.com. Boston’s high-society jeweler since 1796, Shreve’s carries a distinctive line of Boston-themed gifts, including sterling silver pins, charms, and ornaments; bone china boxes; and framed prints. The store’s most recognizable product is its Gurgling Cod ceramic pitcher; the iconic fish-shaped jug makes a unique glug-glug sound when it is poured. Open Mon through Wed 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thurs and Fri 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed Sun.

Simon Pearce. 103 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 450-8388; simonpearce.com. Find an excellent selection of original handblown glass pieces and handmade pottery from the famed Vermont-based manufacturer. Open Tues through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., closed Sun and Mon.

Beacon Hill. Pretty Charles Street begs a stroll. It’s a terrific shopping street, tightly packed with several high-end gift and housewares stores.

Beacon Hill Chocolates. 91 Charles St., Beacon Hill; (617) 725-1900; beaconhillchocolates.com. A keepsake box illustrated with scenes of historic Boston and filled with handmade chocolates and truffles makes a tasty souvenir. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill. 46 Charles St., Beacon Hill; (617) 227-4646; black-stonesbeaconhill.com. This store offers lots of quality gift options including exclusive Boston-themed items, artisan-made pottery, and collectibles. Open Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun noon to 5 p.m.

Flat of the Hill. 60 Charles St., Beacon Hill; (617) 619-9977; flatofthehill.com. This shop will satisfy any woman’s girly girl. Find cute purses, handmade jewelry, and delicious-smelling candles. Open Tues through Fri 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun noon to 5 p.m.

Good. 98 Charles St., Beacon Hill; (617) 722-9200; shopatgood.com. Good is just that. Explore the wonders of this lovely (and recently expanded) shop offering home accessories like hand-blocked pillows, decoupage wall hangings, and artisanal vases by Farmhouse Pottery. Open Tues through Fri 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., closed Sun and Mon.



Faneuil Hall Marketplace. Between Congress and Commercial Streets; (617) 523-1300; faneuilhallmarketplace.com. In the 1970s historic Faneuil Hall and the adjacent wholesale food distribution warehouse buildings were repurposed to become one of the country’s first urban marketplace developments. It does seem that there are always a zillion people here, but it really is one of the best spots in the city for people watching.

The Quincy Market Colonnade (it’s pronounced QUIN-zy) is primarily a food hall that draws visitors and financial district office workers with its wide array of American and ethnic fast food. Recommendations include Steve’s for Greek, Jen Lai for Chinese, El Paso Enchiladas for Mexican, and the Monkey Bar for smoothies.

Shoppers head for the North and South Market buildings, filled with big-name retailers like Sephora, Uniqlo, and Coach. Stores with local ties include Boston Pewter, Christmas in Boston, and the Kilvert & Forbes Bakeshop. The carnival-like atmosphere is


insider tip: affordable boston parking

Parking in Boston is problematic. Lucky you if you score a metered parking space downtown! If you must drive in Boston, here are two inexpensive and convenient parking garages worth knowing about.

Boston Common Garage. Zero Charles St.; (617) 954-2098; bostoncommon-garage.com. Located between the Public Garden and the Boston Common, this parking lot is handy to Beacon Hill and the Theater District. The lot is owned by the city, open 24/7—and it’s huge—with 1,300 spaces. This lot also has prime dedicated spots for hybrid vehicles. The weekend rates—over 3 hours for $18—are among the cheapest in the city.

Parcel 7 (Haymarket) Garage. 136 Blackstone St.; (617) 973-6954. Just two blocks from Faneuil Hall, this garage offers validated parking for visitors to the North End. Parking rates are $1 for up to 2 hours and $3 for up to 3 hours—enough time to have a leisurely dinner in the North End. Most North End restaurants and shops can validate your ticket. The entrance is at the corner of Congress and New Sudbury Streets.



further enhanced by dozens of pushcart vendors that sell everything from Irish sweaters to boxers-to-go. In warm weather, be sure to spend some time enjoying the musicians, artists, and jugglers that roll out their crowd-pleasing acts in front of the Quincy Market Colonnade. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sun noon to 6 p.m.

Located across from Faneuil Hall, the Boston Public Market. 100 Hanover St.; (617) 973-4909; bostonpublicmarket.org, has been a resounding success since opening in July 2015. Boston’s newest public market is already a community hub, featuring local eateries along with regional food vendors and artisan shops. Among the notable stalls on the premises are Bon Me for Vietnamese pho (noodle soup) and Beantown Pastrami for carvery sandwiches. Check out Union Square Doughnuts and George Howell Coffee to sweeten (and caffeinate) your visit. The market offers possibilities for local souvenirs as well, including Boston Honey Company for beeswax candles and honey and American Stonecraft for trivets, coasters and cheese boards manufactured from fieldstone gathered from New England farms. Open Mon through Sat 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sun 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.




where to eat

Aquitaine Boston. 569 Tremont St.; South End; (617) 424-8577; aquitaineboston.com. A regular haunt of practically everyone who has ever lived in the South End over the past two decades, Aquitaine has a lively ambience, a strong cocktail program and a kitchen that specializes in upscale French comfort food; the duck a l’orange and braised rabbit with baby turnips that will transport you back to Paris. Aquitaine’s fixed price $11.95 weekend brunch is hugely popular with the under-30 student-loan paying set. Open Mon through Thurs 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. $$$.

Antico Forno. 93 Salem St., North End; (617) 723-6733; anticofornoboston.com. This homey trattoria draws crowds for its highly satisfying, mostly southern Italian cuisine. The smoldering wood-burning brick oven turns out exquisite pizzas and baked pastas (the baked rigatoni with sausage and ricotta is a standout) as well as simple grills that are well seasoned with big flavor. And it is all very easy on the wallet too. Mon through Thurs 4 p.m. to 10 p.m., Fri 4 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., Sat 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. $$.

Beehive. 541 Tremont St., South End; (617) 423-0069; beehiveboston.com. Boston can do sexy boîte, too. Beehive has live music nightly—mostly jazz but also blues and world music—in a cavernous subterranean space that is equal parts 1920s boho Paris and present-day South End. And if you come to drink and mingle, you won’t be disappointed by the food either, which mixes a variety of local, European, and Middle Eastern influences. Reservations recommended on weekends. Open Sun 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mon through Wed 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., Thurs and Fri 5 p.m. to midnight, Sat 10 a.m. to midnight. $–$$.

Black Bird Donuts. 492 Tremont St., South End; (617) 482-9000; blackbirddonuts.com. The humble donut has come a long way in recent years with lots of creative flavors. Head to this South End shop for unique and decadent donuts (with prices to match). Both the funky “everything bagel” cream cheese filled donut and their classic “Blackbird” vanilla cake donut are almost always on the menu. Or in the spirit of visiting the city, order the Boston Cream Bismarck which uses fluffy brioche as the base, then stuffed with a rich, creamy custard and topped with a chocolate glaze. Just try to limit yourself to just one! Open daily 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. $.

Eataly Boston. Prudential Center; 800 Boylston St.; (617) 807-7300. Markets open daily 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Close your eyes as you enter Mario Batali’s Boston Eataly, a temple to la dolce vita. The smells are many—a sweet cloud of fresh baked bread, flame-roasted chickens, warm wood-fired pizza, and espresso. Wander through La Piazza, designed to evoke an Italian village square with wine glass in hand sampling formaggi and salumi along the way. The 3-story space, a 45,000 square foot mega-emporium, is a playground for foodies, with 4 restaurants, 10 casual food court—like options, two caffes, 2 bars, a cooking school and a grocery store where you can buy tutto you need for an Italian feast. Eataly Boston is committed to working with local resources and distributors. For example, at Il Pescheria, you’ll find that the mainly Italian seafood preparations are made with New England seafood: lobster salad is made with fennel and lemon and there’s a mackerel crudo. Bravo to that. Market open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., restaurant hours vary, check website. $–$$$.

Flour Bakery + Cafe. 12 Farnsworth St., Seaport; (617) 338-4333; 1595 Washington St., South End; (617) 267-4300; and 131 Clarendon St., Back Bay, (617) 437-7700 and other locations throughout the city; flourbakery.com. Everything at Flour is sublime, from the buttery pain aux raisins at breakfast to the roast chicken, avocado, and jicama sandwich at lunch to a mid-afternoon snack of an oversized cappuccino with a slice of rhubarb-raspberry pound cake. Chef-owner Joanne Chang’s sticky buns are widely considered amazing and are a must-order. Open daily; hours vary by location. $.

Gourmet Dumpling House. 52 Beach St., Chinatown; (617) 338-6223. It is little more than a Chinatown storefront, but when the food is this tasty, it is hard to criticize the decor. The menu specializes in all manner of soup dumplings, plump tender pouches filled with ground pork, vegetables, and broth. The scallion pancakes are incredibly good too. There is a wide selection of Chinese-American standards aimed at the “General Gao”—craving masses, but you’ll also find pickled greens with intestinal blood pudding and simmered three-essence frog hot pot, so you know this place is authentic. Open daily 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. $$.

Legal Harborside. 270 Northern Ave., Waterfront, and other locations throughout the region; (617) 477-2900; legalseafoods.com. Legal’s has never been better. In today’s era of obsessive food sourcing, Legal Sea Foods still stands out from the rest after more than 60 years. With gorgeous Boston Harbor views, this is the mini-chain’s flagship location. They offer regional seafood classics like their famed New England clam chowder and baked stuffed whole lobsters, and terrific updated wood-grilled seafood choices. Open Sun through Thurs 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. $$–$$$.

Modern Pastry. 257 Hanover St., North End; (617) 523-3783; modernpastry.com. You’ll brave a fearsome line, but the scrumptious cannolis are worth it. Linger over your espresso at one of the highly coveted tables in the front of the shop. Tip: Modern has a downstairs level with table service. Modern Underground has a small menu of wings, nachos, beer, wine and pastries—and sometimes it’s faster than the line upstairs! Open Sun through Thurs 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Fri and Sat 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Still cash only though. $.

Myers and Chang. 1145 Washington St., South End; (617) 542-5200; myersandchang.com. Choice rules the day at beloved chef Joanne Chang’s modern Chinese restaurant. When it opened in 2007, the restaurant helped popularize South East Asian–inspired street food in Boston with dishes like Thai pork lettuce wraps and Indonesian fried rice. Today, Chang continues to thrill with fish tacos and kimchee sesame salsa and a spicy tuna poke bowl with avocado and radish. The noodle and rice list is particularly well stocked with winners—ordering the spicy, creamy, nutty dan dan noodles is an absolute must. Open Mon through Fri 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Sat and Sun 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. $$–$$$.

Neptune Oyster. 63 Salem St., North End; (617) 742-3474; neptuneoyster.com. Upscale, comfortable raw bars are in surprisingly short supply in Boston, but this polished restaurant fills the void with a vast selection of fantastically fresh oysters. It’s a cozy space that attracts food lovers who like to share, and for whom everything is a discovery. This is the place for some of the best lobster rolls in the city, available either hot with butter or traditional-style with mayonnaise. They don’t take reservations, so be prepared to wait. Mon through Fri 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sat and Sun 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. $$–$$$.

Picco. 513 Tremont St., South End; (617) 927-0066; piccoboston.com. This charming South End neighborhood pizza parlor offers a wide-ranging menu of pizza, pastas, salads, and homemade ice cream (Picco stands for “pizza and ice cream company”). The Alsatian has become their signature pie: gooey gruyère, crispy bits of bacon, and a scattering of sautéed onions is finished with a drizzle of tangy crème fraîche. Open Sun through Thurs 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. $–$$.

Pier 6. 1 Eighth St., Charlestown; (617) 337-0054; pier6boston.com. Located at the dock next to the USS Constitution, Pier 6 attracts both visitors and locals for glorious views of the Boston skyline. The menu features traditional seafood (lightly fried clams) and pub fare (burgers) at prices more reasonable than one might expect from a waterfront restaurant. Outdoor summer seating and an expansive specialty cocktail menu make for a lively atmosphere. Open Sun through Thurs 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sun 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. $$.

Rami’s. 324 Harvard St., Brookline; (617) 738-3577; ramisboston.com. This no-frills cafe serves Israeli kosher cuisine and is on many diners’ list of not-to-be-missed cheap eats in Boston. Rely on this place for over-stuffed falafel sandwiches accompanied by creamy hummus, purple cabbage, pickles and a killer homemade hot sauce. Open Sun through Thurs 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fri 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; closed Sat. $.

Row 34. 383 Congress St.; (617) 553-5900; row34.com. One of the original restaurants to open in the Seaport District this glossy, industrial-chic restaurant is a buzzy destination for crowds of customers, all who seem to be celebrating something. The menu has every type of seafood imaginable from wide-ranging raw bar selections from the most elegant expression of New England seafood cooking like smoked haddock ravioli in brown butter with sage to New England Seafood standards like warm buttered lobster rolls. Everyone agrees however, that the crispy oysters with pickled vegetables in lettuce cups are the appetizer must-order. Open Wed and Thurs 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri and Sat 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun noon to 9 p.m. $$–$$$.

Stephanie’s on Newbury 190 Newbury St., Back Bay; (617) 236-0990; stephaniesonnew-bury.com. On a warm summer day, Stephanie’s expansive sidewalk patio is the best perch for watching the Newbury Street parade of beautiful people. Nibble on a pizzetta topped with duck confit and arugula and roasted pears, or give in to comfort food cravings and have the three-cheese macaroni that is made even more amazing with truffle oil and prosciutto. Open Mon through Thurs 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. $$.

Union Oyster House. 41 Union St., Faneuil Hall; (617) 227-2750; unionoysterhouse.com. Generally, restaurants in New England with “ye olde” as part of their name should be avoided. The Union Oyster House is an exception, though, if only because the restaurant can claim several historic distinctions. Dating from 1826, this is the oldest continually operating restaurant in America. John F. Kennedy ate frequently in the upstairs dining room; his favorite booth has a plaque in his honor. And the semicircular raw bar in the front window is legendary—19th-century statesman Daniel Webster was a daily customer—and these are still the best seats in the house to slurp back a plate of just-shucked specimens. Open Sun through Thurs 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; bar open daily until midnight. $$.




where to stay

The Charlesmark Hotel. 655 Boylston St., Back Bay; (617) 247-1212; charlesmarkhotel.com. Yes, it is possible to stay in a centrally located boutique hotel in Boston from just $250 per night. The Charlesmark is famously known as the hotel at the finish line of the Boston Marathon. Rooms are smallish with a modern sensibility. Think uberchic for cheap. $$.

Hotel Commonwealth. 500 Commonwealth Ave., Kenmore; (617) 933-5000; hotelcommonwealth.com. The building is classic French Second Empire and boasts gorgeous interior spaces with sizable rooms that are luxuriously appointed with down comforters, Italian linens, and fresh toiletries. Practically in the shadow of Fenway Park, the hotel is a popular choice for Red Sox fans. The two in-house restaurants, Eastern Standard and Island Creek Oyster Bar, are both excellent and popular with both locals and out-of-towners. Very family friendly and pet friendly, too. $$$.

Envoy. 70 Sleeper St., Seaport District; (617) 338-3030; theenvoyhotel.com. With its great aesthetics, prime Seaport District location and thrumming atmosphere, Envoy is one of Boston’s most exciting recent hotel openings. Each of the 130 rooms is cushy where it counts with well-dressed beds and sleek modern bathrooms. All rooms feature large swaths of glass windows that are flooded with light and have at least a partial water view. The Lookout Rooftop Bar is packed (even midweek) and is just an elevator ride away. $$$.

The Inn at St. Botolph. 99 St. Botolph St., Back Bay; (617) 236-8099; innatstbotolph.com. This boutique hotel choice is located in a historic Back Bay brownstone. The rooms were designed by Celeste Cooper and are comfortable, elegant, and modern, each done up in shades of black, cream, and cinnamon. Each room is decorated differently, but all have kitchenettes and all the high-tech extras. Some rooms even feature a gas fireplace. All rates include continental breakfast and in-room Wi-Fi. $$–$$$.

The Langham. 250 Franklin St., Downtown; (617) 451-1900; langhamhotels.com. Originally Boston’s Federal Reserve Bank building, this 1920s Renaissance Revival beauty is a favorite hotel with both business execs and leisure travelers. The guest rooms are spacious


boston’s irish pubs

Boston bleeds green, and there are practically as many Irish pubs in the city as there are Sullivans. The following pubs, all centrally located in Boston, Cambridge and Somerville, are great places to raise a pint of Guinness and should do you right. All of them serve food; many offer live music and a place to stop for a chat.

The Black Rose. 160 State St., Downtown; (617) 742–2286; blackroseboston.com. An Irish bar in Boston is not at all hard to find, but this is a good bet in the Faneuil Hall area. The two floors of this large pub and restaurant are usually crowded, but you’ll find perfect pints, live Celtic music, better-than-decent pub grub, and an amiable crowd. Open Sun through Thurs, noon to 9 p.m.; Fri and Sat, noon to 10 p.m. $–$$.

J.J. Foley’s Café. 117 E. Berkeley St., South End, (617) 728-9101, jjfoleyscafe.com. Opened in 1909, this is unquestionably the oldest family-run bar in Boston. Once a working class pub, these days Foley’s attracts a mixed bag of neighborhood folks, who are allowed to hang out in peace, as well as new faces. Foley’s also has a reputation as a haunt for inebriated journalists from the Boston Herald. It’s a large space with dark woodwork, a polished mahogany bar and stained-glass details. Its excellent menu represents both New England classics like baked haddock and short rib pot roast as well as Irish cuisine like bangers and mash and a smoked pork shoulder boiled dinner. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 1 a.m.; Sun noon to 1 a.m. $.

Thirsty Scholar. 70 Beacon St., Sommerville; (617) 497–2294; thristyscholarpub.com. Very much a locals’ pub, although many come to experience its evocative atmosphere which includes 26 beers on tap and Irish-American comfort food on the menu. It’s dark and broody as an Irish bar should be. Hollywood has noticed, too; the bar was the setting for the opening scenes of The Social Network. Open Tues to Sat 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. $.

Druid. 1357 Cambridge St., Cambridge; (617) 497-0965; druidpub.com. Admittedly more dive-y than cozy, this is an exemplary watering hole to catch traditional Gaelic music. Sessions are held Saturday afternoon and Tuesday evening. A full Irish breakfast is ideal Sunday brunch food, and the Druid serves one of the best fry-ups in town. Open Mon through Fri noon to 2 a.m.; Sat and Sun 11 to 2 a.m. $.



and extravagantly comfortable. There is no need to go anywhere else with two restaurants, an indoor pool (a favorite for families), state-of-the-art fitness center, and the full-service Chuan Body + Soul Spa, all on-site. A super-convenient downtown location makes for an easy walk to Faneuil Hall and the Waterfront. $$$.

Omni Parker House. 60 School St., Downtown; (617) 227-8600; omniparkerhouse.com. You can’t do better than staying at the Omni Parker House for a sense of place. There’s lots of history here, the heart of the Freedom Trail is just outside the door. Open since 1855, this is the longest continuously operating luxury hotel in the US. The hotel’s restaurant, Parker’s, hosted the 19th-century literary Saturday Club; members included Emerson, Longfellow, Thoreau, and Hawthorne. The Boston cream pie (which is actually a cake) was invented here. So, too, were Parker House rolls. Both are still on the menu. Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh worked as a baker here from 1911 to 1913, activist Malcolm X bused tables during the early 1940s, and Emeril Lagasse did one of his early kitchen stints here. The hotel is superbly maintained. The wood-paneled lobby is traditionally genteel, featuring huge crystal chandeliers and a bank of elaborate bronze-sculpted elevator doors. The rooms have lots of character and have been recently spiffed up with modern comfort touches like triple-sheeting and fluffy duvets. $$–$$$.

Whitney Hotel. 170 Charles St., Beacon Hill; (888) 673-3650; whitneyhotelboston.com. Set in a 1909 brick building that was once a dormitory for nurses working at nearby Mass Eye & Ear, this 65-room hotel opened in 2019 after a gut renovation that included the addition of a 4-story annex. The new design gives a nod to the wood paneled aesthetic of Boston Brahmins but mixed with streamlined elegance. Rooms are dressed in grey, charcoal, and white, beds are triple sheeted, and the subway tile bathrooms come with organic soaps and lotions. Among the hotel’s amenities are a pantry on every floor stocked with snacks and drink mixers. Complimentary bikes to borrow are a nice touch, too. The in-house restaurant Peregrine hums all day with happy diners enjoying a Mediterranean-inspired menu with New England ingredients. $$–$$$.
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