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  INTRODUCTION
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  Catfishing on a slow, central Missouri river was my dad’s passion. I still remember those nights, listening to the whistle of the camp lantern and waiting for the jerk of the metal rod at the bite of an unseen cat. The old river is gone, buried beneath a sprawling reservoir, but the catfish are there, in even bigger numbers, and catching them on a dark summer night has the same mystery and excitement.

  Catfishing is a favorite pastime of many anglers; in fact, catfish are second only to bass in popularity. Over two thousand species of cats exist worldwide, but the most common and favored of American anglers include the bullheads, blue cat, white cat, flathead, and channel cat.

  Catfishing is one of the most enjoyable, relaxing, yet exciting forms of freshwater angling in North America. Catfishing can be enjoyed by the entire family and without a lot of fancy equipment. In fact, you don’t even have to own a boat for some of the best in catfishing. Catfishing also offers the chance at not only some great eating, but exciting catching, especially when you grab ahold of a monster blue or flathead catfish.

  Catfishing can be simple or technical, using the old-time secrets as well as a few new ideas illustrated in this book on all types of catfishing.


  TYPES OF CATFISH
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  Channel Cat

  Channel Cat

  The single most popular catfish across America is the channel cat. First is their great taste. They’re also easily propagated and stocked in farm ponds, rivers, streams, and lakes, providing great sport fishing as well as an entire industry selling live or dressed fish. They’re found almost everywhere. Adults will range in length from 20 to 44 inches and weigh from 3 to 40 pounds. They can, however, get huge. The record is a 58-pound monster caught from the Santee Cooper Reservoir in July of 1964.

  Their native range includes the central drainages of the United States and Canada, as well as some parts of the Atlantic coast. Because of their ease of propagation and popularity, they have been introduced throughout the United States and much of northern Mexico.

  Because of the introduction into different waters, channel cats are found in a wide variety of habitat ranging from farm ponds to lakes, reservoirs, and large and small streams. In their natural range, channel cats prefer large to medium streams with medium gradient, and some current, spending the majority of their time in deeper holes with lots of cover such as submerged logs and log jams.

  Most of the daylight hours are spent in the deeper holes near or in cover. At night the channel cat comes out to roam and feed. Primarily bottom feeders, channel cats will take almost anything from live food such as fish, crawfish, and mollusks to plant materials. Feeding primarily by taste rather than sight, they’ll also readily take other materials and have been known to exist in large numbers below the outflow of slaughter and rendering houses on rivers.

  Channel cats spawn in natural cavities, including muskrat dens, under undercut banks, and so forth, in a nest cleaned out by the male. Normal spawning temperature is 60 to 65 degrees. In ponds and lakes where catfish are managed, barrels or concrete “tiles” are used to provide nesting sites. The females don’t participate in the nest building or protection of the eggs. The male guards the nest until the fry leave.

  Channel cats are caught using everything from trotlines, jug lines, and limb lines to rods and reels, and on baits ranging from commercially prepared baits to hot dogs. Any number of home-brewed or manufactured baits using cheese, chicken entrails, gizzards, and blood as well as other secret ingredients are used to entice channel cats.

  Channel cats can become wary of a baited hook. The best rig utilizes a sliding egg sinker so the cat won’t feel the weight on line when it takes the bait. One unusual and exciting method is to use spinners, small spoons, and other artificial baits fished slowly along the bottom. This is especially effective over riffles at night. At night or near dusk is the single best time to fish for channel cats. Another excellent time is after a heavy rain when the river is rising.
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