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FOREWORD





  Paul Long’s methods arose from a pivotal point in modern bird-dog training, when stricter game codes in the 1960s and diminishing numbers of wild birds could not support a busy trainer. Nobody switched to planted pen-raised birds more enthusiastically and successfully than Long. This invited numerous refinements in technique and also engendered other entirely new approaches that Long developed, setting the stage for the kind of do-it-yourself ways to training with pen-raised birds we see everywhere in the early twenty-first century. Training Pointing Dogs is a collection of one man’s terrific insights, applicable even in an age of sophisticated electronics and popular hunting-dog television shows.




  Long was either born with partial paralysis on his left side or had polio at a very young age; no one knows exactly (he was born in April 1916 in Woburn, Massachusetts, and died in July 2003). The partial paralysis affected his left leg, arm, and hand. He walked with a limp and couldn’t load modern launchers with just his right hand. He never mentioned his disability, however, or openly regarded it as such. In fact, he could shoot his. 410 better with one hand than most can with two. But planted birds made his life easier and more productive than training on wild ones.




  Thus, he became a master at planting birds. He could plant quail to stay put and still react when a dog got close. Recall quail from a Johnny house plant themselves, of course. Long, however, developed a recall pen he called the Covey Holder and was one of the first to use it. He also invented the first pigeon launcher, which he called a Flush Away. (You’ll find one in the photo of his training tools; check in Higher Learning under “How Should I Train My Dog to Back?” to learn how to build a Flush Away.)




  Long was always keenly interested in problem dogs and finding ways to develop training programs that taught a problematic dog to adapt. His ingenuity was never lacking. Even after his retirement, when he no longer had the stamina for the physical part of training, he continued to shape pointing dogs in his mind, communicating through detailed letters to people such as Maurice Lindley, a well-known trainer from Piedmont, South Carolina, who, like so many others, entered the profession because of Long’s mentoring.




  One such letter to Lindley discussed hard-mouthed dogs that chewed the birds. Long says, “Try old-fashioned castor oil in a syringe with a big-gauge needle. Inject it into the guts of a fresh killed quail. Let me know if it works.” On the first bird, Lindley found that the dog would bite into the terrible taste, stop chewing, and sometimes spit out the bird. A second bird was usually a repeat of the first. But on the third bird, most dogs would pick it up gingerly to avoid that nasty taste. A cure normally took several three-quail sessions. Lindley would then rub a dab of castor oil on the breast and back of a live quail with his finger, after which the bird was planted, pointed, and shot for the dog. That little reminder ensured soft mouths on most dogs.




  Long also told Lindley that he invented the plywood dog silhouette that nearly every trainer now uses to teach backing on another dog’s point. This invention came after one windy day when a large piece of white paper blew against a hog-wire fence. The instant the dog being worked spotted the paper, he locked up solid on a backing point. Paul went home and jigsawed his first “Judas Priest.” He later added a box on the backside for a bird to be released with a string.




  The English setter on this book’s original cover belonged to Seth Pope, Long’s close friend and the Lincolnton, North Carolina, police chief. Long and Pope were the first to strap an e-collar around the belly of a dog that wanted to lie down on point or during whoa training. Maurice Lindley remembers Long tying various weights and textures of cloth over the collar points to lessen the jolt from e-collars years before variable intensity collars became available.




  So if you have a dog that sometimes marches to the beat of his own drum or does his best to follow through with an exercise but just doesn’t seem to get it, there’s probably an approach, tactic, or idea in here that will help you improvise a change in training that can turn the trick. Paul Long learned to improvise, adapt, and then overcome challenges he faced himself, and he developed a kind of experimental thinking that played directly into working with pointing dogs. But, of course, he loved those dogs, too, that being the basis for doing anything with them at all.




  Larry Mueller, Hunting Dogs Editor, Outdoor Life, 1982–2007
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  Things to Ponder




  What Kind of Puppy Should I Buy?




  I have found fine bird dogs in all pointing breeds, and also disappointing dogs in all. Pick the breed that takes your eye and find out all you can about the ancestry of the puppy that appeals to you. If you want to win field trials, look for winners in his pedigree. If you are not interested in field trials and are just looking for a good dog to hunt over, find out how his parents performed under the gun. And then hope for the best. Great gun dogs come out of field trial lines and dogs with the range, style and vigor sought for in field trials appear where only a comfortable gun dog was wanted.




  Much more important than picking the breed is picking a dog that fits your personality. Some dogs in all breeds are extroverts; others are introverts. If you are a no-nonsense individual, dislike petting an animal, and are not above giving a good thrashing, get a dog that will stand up to your personality, without cringing or showing fear, until you have it thoroughly trained. If, on the other hand, you object to any degree of punishment as a training aid, you should get a dog that thrives on affection and needs only a harsh voice or light correction to set it right.




  And until you are sure of your dog’s personality and your own, take the light approach.




  How Do I Keep My Dog Happy?




  The things a dog needs for basic contentment are:




  Food




  Clean water




  A warm bed




  Shade and warm sun




  A little care




  A little companionship




  Companionship was mentioned last, but is not least. It need only be “Hello, boy” as you walk by. But, like a politician with a prospective voter, let him know that you are glad to see him, and give him recognition.




  What Should I Feed My Dog?




  I give my opinion only as a dog trainer and not as a dietician, but you can check it with your veterinarian. You cannot give a healthy dog anything better for him than a good brand of dry dog food—meal, kibbled or nuggets—mixed with water. Much research has gone into the formulation of these foods, and probably, on the whole, the dogs that eat them have a better balanced diet than their masters. Some of the same makers and others have fancied up their foods to look more appealing to the human eye, but this makes little difference to the dogs. Some makers of canned dog food boast that their product is “all meat” and therefore, presumably better for your dog. If you check the analyses printed on the labels you may find that the all-meat product has much less of the protein that an active dog needs than the average dry food.




  Should I Try to Train Him Myself?




  By all means. You’ll get to know your dog better and more about your own limitations in ability and temperament. You will also get a better appreciation of the problems a professional trainer has to solve in turning out a well trained dog.




  Frankly, it’s your dog. You bought him for your pleasure. If you are not successful, who cares except you? There’s the rub. You do care. Since you care, keep reading. I believe that anyone can train a bird dog if he will pay close attention to this book.




  What Are the Main Things in Dog Training?




  The basic rule of dog training is repetition, repetition, repetition, plus common sense. One nail at a time will build a house. Repetition will eventually produce a well trained dog.




  Remember that dogs are like youngsters, with this difference. A puppy does not fully mature until it is about three years old, while young people do not until their late teens. This comparison can be carried a bit further. A puppy under a year old is like a child in his pre-school and kindergarten years, when a lot can be learned through informal training. When 12 months old the puppy is like a child entering grade school. He is ready for the formal disciplined schooling that will provide the base for all future progress. Failure to complete this training satisfactorily will always be a handicap. Not until he gets passing grades in this elementary schooling is he ready for the further education needed to fill his role in life ably and responsibly.




  Remember also that until a dog performs satisfactorily in five different locations (unfamiliar areas for a hunting dog or different field trial courses for a field trial dog), your training cannot be considered complete.




  Bear in mind, too, that every dog being trained is looking for what I call his escape hatch. The dog being taught to heel is walking quietly at your side. Suddenly he pulls away, or reverses the side he is heeling on. Your dog is pointing a bird. Suddenly he jumps in. You bring him back and command “Whoa”. He jumps in again. You bring him back with more determination. He knows that you mean business, but he relaxes on point, wags his tail, or even lies down. You have given your puppy a workout and are bringing him back to the car. Suddenly he circles the car, maybe giving you a quick look, and takes off to hunt some more. All these dogs are seeking an escape hatch, a relief from training. A trainer must, from observation and instinct, anticipate these moves and thwart them before the dog can carry them out.




  Again, dogs are like children. You tell your kids to go to bed. They start, but then decide that they need a glass of water, or something to eat, or to do their homework. That is their escape hatch. With dogs, as with children, firm insistence will bring recognition of the fact that it is your wishes, not theirs, that must be obeyed.




  What Do I Need for Training?




  Most of all you need the attitude that you are going to be a teacher, not a brute.




  You also need a commanding voice, a whistle, and a place where you can work your dog, the larger the better, preferably several hundred acres.




  If possible, a supply of wild game. If you live in pheasant country but the birds are scarce, I suggest that you strew a heavy feeding of scratch grain along roads near swampy areas. If birds are there it will hold them for weeks, and may draw others to the area. To supplement wild birds, you will need some pigeons and/or quail. For pigeons and quail, it would be helpful if you could have a pigeon loft and quail recall pen.




  For yard training you need mainly a leash, a cardboard tube from a roll of paper towels or foil wrapping, and several long check-cords. A 30-ft. cord will prove the most useful, but there are times when a shorter cord will do, and others when a 50-ft. cord will be advantageous. I recommend 3/8-in. nylon, burned or taped at the ends, for all. It runs smoothly through the cover, and its size minimizes snagging. Don’t buy small-diameter nylon; it will burn your hand badly if you try to pick it up when it is running. Good cotton-covered clothesline or sash cord would be better in that respect but not as good as the 3/8-in. nylon from the standpoint of snagging.




  For introducing your dog to the gun, it would be ideal to have an air rifle, a .22 rifle, and a .410 shotgun, to accustom the dog in easy stages to the boom of a large-gauge shotgun. But there are other ways of doing it. A cap pistol and a. 22 blank pistol, used judiciously, will do. If training for field trials you should also have a .32 blank pistol, the minimum caliber permitted in some events.




  You may also have need of a choke collar or spiked collar. A slingshot (if your aim is good) or electronic trainer will help you to correct a dog that disobeys beyond your reach.
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  Some of Paul Long’s training tools, including, along with various firearms: field release cages, check cords, training collars, and electronic trainers, and such unusual aids as a cardboard tube, a soft drink bottle, and “Flush Away,” (in center between rifles), an effective homemade bird releaser.




  It would also be nice to have a dog box for carrying your dog to and from the fields, a friend who will help you when teaching staunchness or backing, and an understanding spouse to look after your dog when you are away from home.




  Mainly you need a strong desire to make your dog a success and ingenuity to think of acceptable substitutes for things beyond your reach.




  Do You Advise Whipping as Discipline?




  Consider for a minute. There is no animal, including man, that doesn’t require a certain amount of pain to make a believer out of him. A dog is no exception. But when I say pain, I do not mean cruelty in any form.




  To possess the nice things in life, a man must have a job, and this is the pain he endures for these comforts. A boy getting an education must do homework. This is the pain he must’ accept for the privilege. An athlete must practice, sweat, and maintain a rigorous schedule to keep fit. This is the pain he suffers for his moments of greatness.




  The same holds true for a dog. If you say “No” to a dog, enforcing it, this is one form of pain. If it is necessary to shake his collar with the dog attached, this is the pain received for not obeying.




  If the lash is applied merely to inflict physical pain, it is not the answer. What was the purpose of it? Was it only enough to instill fear that worse could follow if the command is not obeyed to your satisfaction?




  A person who whips a dog out of sheer temper should give up dogs and take up boxing or, better still, get a henpecking wife.




  The point to remember is this: the pain, whether it’s your harsh voice, a shake of the collar, the electronic trainer or the lash, is to instill character and discipline. Whether your dog is an extrovert or an introvert, use only enough to have a well trained dog.




  What Are the Four Most Important Words to a Dog?




  There are other words that, as time goes on, you will use and your dog will learn to understand and obey, but the four most important ones are the four basic commands of yard training. When your dog has learned them you will get compliments on his obedience and your ability as a trainer. These words are:




  WHOA—A dog that stops in his tracks when you say “Whoa” cannot get into trouble.




NO—To stop misbehavior.




 HERE—To bring your dog in to you. You can use “Come” or his name, or use either command and his name.




  HEEL—To have your dog walk quietly at your side.




  Do Dogs Think?




  Dogs have excellent memories. Their recall is terrific, but they do not think. Memory and instinct, not thought, guide their actions.




  For example, your dog is lying on the hearth, enjoying the heat from the open fire. The fire dies down and the dog gets cold. If he could think, he would paw a piece of wood onto the fire from the nearby supply. Instead, he just curls up tighter, his instinctive way of keeping warm.
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  The four most important words to a dog: “No” “Whoa . . .”




  On the last day of hunting season your dog does well. He points staunchly, stays steady to wing and shot, and retrieves on command. On opening day of the next season, he tires a little sooner, but otherwise does just as well. He had memorized his training and your desires, and this, plus instinct, made him the same valuable dog. While kenneled he had thought up no new ways of doing things. He was guided by his recall of training and what you expect from him.




  On the other hand, on the last day of the season your dog does well on a couple of finds. Then he overruns a bird and chases. The rest of the day he raises hell in general. On opening day of the next season he is just as bad. If he could think, he would realize that he was defeating the purpose of his being there. But he cannot think and nothing was done to revive his memory of
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  “. . . Here”
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  “Heel”




  his training. His instinct to chase was stronger than his memory.




  But now you have had enough. You catch the dog and discipline him by the means appropriate to this dog. A few tastes of this and once more he is the well trained dog he had been. Not because the dog thought about it, but because you had revived his recall of what was expected from him and the discomfort that follows failure to regard your wishes.




  It’s a good thing that your dog cannot think. If he could his mind would break down with the confinement that is his lot except when it suits your desires. It is good that living for the moment and basic comfort make him happy.




  But you can think. Do that if your dog slips back in his training. Somehow, somewhere, some act of yours, or failure to act, is responsible.




  Should I Buy An Electronic Trainer?




  By all means. Used properly the electronic trainer can help you in many ways in your regular training and in correcting faults like chasing rabbits or even chicken killing. But if you buy one don’t feel that to get your money’s worth you have to press that button on every possible occasion. A very few uses at the right time can do you and your dog a world of good, while excessive use, or use at the wrong time, can do great harm. And the electronic trainer should never be used when the dog is approaching or pointing a bird on the ground.
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