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Introduction

Best wishes to you and your fiancé on your engagement. Now it’s time for the exciting task of planning your wedding. Make no mistake, there’ll be a lot to remember and a lot to do, but don’t be daunted; The Everything® Wedding Checklist can be a great help.

When should you start looking for your wedding gown? What time was that appointment with the baker? Who was that promising DJ your friends told you about? With this book you won’t need to rack your brain for the answers to these and many more questions. Within these pages you’ll not only find the answers you need, but a convenient place to keep track of names, appointments, and any other information you’ll need to know while planning your wedding.

Whether it’s picking a reception site, finding a photographer, choosing flowers, or any of the other million things you’ll need to do, this book can tell you when, where, and how to do them. The year-long planning calendar will put you on the right track and the subsequent checklists for each section will help you stay there. In addition, each chapter contains insights and advice on every aspect of your wedding, from finding a gown to picking a limousine.

In short, if you need to be informed about it or reminded to do it in order to plan your ultimate wedding, The Everything® Wedding Checklist won’t let you down.

Remember, you really must adhere to this schedule if you want your wedding to go off without a hitch. Though your tendency may be to procrastinate in the early months, don’t! Don’t worry, you won’t be bored later; there will be plenty to keep your thumbs from twiddling as the wedding date begins to loom large on the horizon. And wouldn’t you rather be free to deal with new issues instead of being bogged by tasks that could have been done months ago? Sticking to your schedule is the best and only way to make things go smoothly. And don’t forget that starting early will give you the breathing room to take your time and make unrushed choices.
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CHAPTER ONE 
Off to a Great Start!


So, you’re engaged. Now what? After the dust settles from the whirlwind of excitement and celebrating with family and friends, there are some things you’ll have to do to actually get married. Depending upon the type and size wedding you decide to have, you may have lots to do, or tons to do. In any event, the following schedule should give you a general idea of what has to be done, and when you should do it.

[image: ]

Six to 12 months before the wedding:

[image: ]    Announce engagement

[image: ]    Decide on kind of wedding

[image: ]    Decide time of day

[image: ]    Decide location

[image: ]    Set a date

[image: ]    Set a budget

[image: ]    Select bridal party

[image: ]    Plan color scheme

[image: ]    Select and order bridal gown

[image: ]    Select and order headpiece

[image: ]    Select and order shoes

[image: ]    Select and order attendants’ gowns

[image: ]    Start honeymoon planning

[image: ]    Go to bridal gift registry

[image: ]    Start compiling the guest list

[image: ]    Select caterer

[image: ]    Select musicians

[image: ]    Select florist

[image: ]    Select photographer

[image: ]    Start planning reception

[image: ]    Reserve hall, hotel, etc., for reception

[image: ]    Plan to attend premarital counseling at your church, if applicable

[image: ]    Select and order wedding rings

Three months before the wedding:

[image: ]    Complete guest list

[image: ]    Make doctor’s appointments

[image: ]    Plan to have mothers select attire

[image: ]    Select and order invitations

[image: ]    Order personal stationery

[image: ]    Start compiling trousseau

[image: ]    Finalize reception arrangements (rent items now)

[image: ]    Make reservations for honeymoon

[image: ]    Confirm dress delivery

[image: ]    Confirm time and date with florist

[image: ]    Confirm time and date with caterer

[image: ]    Confirm time and date with photographer

[image: ]    Confirm time and date with musicians

[image: ]    Confirm time and date with church

[image: ]    Discuss transportation to ceremony and reception

[image: ]    Order cake

[image: ]    Select and order attire for groomsmen

[image: ]    Schedule bridesmaids’ dress and shoe fittings

Two months before the wedding:

[image: ]    Mail all invitations to allow time for R.S.V.P.s

[image: ]    Arrange for appointment to get marriage license

[image: ]    Finalize honeymoon arrangements

One month before the wedding:

[image: ]    Schedule bridal portrait

[image: ]    Reserve accommodations for guests

[image: ]    Begin to record gifts received and send thank-you notes

[image: ]    Plan rehearsal and rehearsal dinner

[image: ]    Purchase gifts for bridal party

[image: ]    Purchase gift for fiancé if gifts are being exchanged

[image: ]    Schedule final fittings, including accessories and shoes

[image: ]    Schedule appointments at beauty salon for attendants

[image: ]    Schedule bridesmaids’ luncheon or party

[image: ]    Arrange for placement of guest book

[image: ]    Obtain wedding props, e.g., pillow for ring bearer, candles, etc.

[image: ]    Get marriage license

Two weeks before the wedding:

[image: ]    Mail bridal portrait with announcement to newspaper

[image: ]    Finalize wedding day transportation

[image: ]    Arrange to change name on license, social security card, etc.

[image: ]    Confirm accommodations for guests

[image: ]    Prepare wedding announcements to be mailed after the wedding

One week before the wedding:

[image: ]    Start packing for honeymoon

[image: ]    Finalize number of guests with caterer

[image: ]    Double-check all details with those providing professional services (photographer, videographer, florist, etc.)

[image: ]    Plan seating arrangements

[image: ]    Confirm desired pictures with photographer

[image: ]    Style your hair with headpiece

[image: ]    Practice applying cosmetics in proper light

[image: ]    Arrange for one last fitting of all wedding attire

[image: ]    Make sure rings are picked up and fit properly

[image: ]    Confirm receipt of marriage license

[image: ]    Rehearsal/rehearsal dinner (one or two days before wedding)

[image: ]    Arrange to have the photographer and attendants arrive two hours before ceremony if there are to be prewedding pictures

[image: ]    Arrange for music to start one half hour prior to ceremony

[image: ]    Arrange to have the mother of the groom seated five minutes before ceremony

[image: ]    Arrange to have the mother of the bride seated immediately before the processional

[image: ]    Arrange for the aisle runner to be rolled out by the ushers immediately before the processional

[image: ]    Arrange and attend the bridesmaids’ luncheon

Some General Thoughts

Over the course of your planning, there are a few policies you should adopt to ensure that everything will go smoothly.

[image: ] Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do today. A cliché, yes, but nevertheless applicable when it comes to planning a wedding. There will be plenty to do as your wedding grows near; don’t make things worse for yourself by leaving everything to the last minute.

[image: ] Stick to your budget. If you have a well-thought-out budget, you’ll make things a great deal easier on yourself. You won’t go into the poorhouse over your wedding, and you won’t waste time pursuing options that you can’t afford.

[image: ]  Get everything in writing. There are a lot of crooked people and establishments in the wedding industry just waiting to take advantage of a starry-eyed couple. Don’t let them ruin your wedding! Get every aspect of every purchase agreement in writing, so that if things don’t come out to your satisfaction, you will have the proper recourse. Another way to keep from being a victim: get references from every single place you’re even considering doing business with.

[image: ]

Your Wedding Date

When people learn of your engagement, the first thing you’re likely to hear after “Congratulations!” is “So, when’s the date?” Until you set a date, you will have no good answer to this question. Worse still, you won’t be able to forge ahead with your other planning. Knowing the date is absolutely crucial; it is the linchpin to your entire wedding. When will you need the ceremony and reception sites? How long do you have to find a dress? When will you require the services of paid professionals, such as caterers, photographers, and musicians? These and many other questions will remain unanswered until you’ve set a date.

[image: ]

To pick a date you can stick to, you’ll have to do some serious soul searching. Ask yourself:

[image: ] What season do you prefer? Do you want a country garden wedding in the spring? A seaport wedding in the summer? A celebration at a refurbished farmhouse in the fall? Does the season matter to you at all?

[image: ] Is there a time of year that your family or the groom’s family finds particularly meaningful?

[image: ] How much time do you need to plan the wedding?

[image: ] Does the availability of a ceremony and reception site coincide with your desired date?

[image: ] Are there conflicts that exist for you, your family, or attendants (such as another wedding, a vacation, a graduation, a pregnancy/birth, military commitments)? It’s doubtful your matron of honor would enjoy standing beside you in her eighth month wearing a dress that could double for a tent. By the same token, your parents are unlikely to appreciate having to choose between your wedding and your brother’s high school graduation.

[image: ] How many other couples will be getting married around the same time?

During peak wedding months, there may be a lot of competition for everything from flowers to frosting. Here’s the breakdown of what percentage of marriages take place each month:

January – 5 percent

February – 6 percent

March – 6 percent

April – 7 percent

May – 9 percent

June – 11 percent

July – 10 percent

August – 11 percent

September – 10 percent

October – 9 percent

November – 8 percent

December – 8 percent

Your Engagement Ring

If you and your fiancé have set your sights on a diamond engagement ring (or, for that matter, if you plan to purchase a diamond wedding band) and plan to shop for it as a team, make sure you know the four Cs before forking over any of your hard-earned savings. The four Cs are the four marks of a diamond’s quality, and the stone you purchase should pass the test in all these categories:

[image: ]  Clarity: The clarity of a diamond is measured by the number of its flaws or imperfections (either interior or exterior). Clarity, broadly speaking, is the most important factor in determining the beauty of a given stone: a stone with low clarity, for example, will have a number of imperfections when viewed under a gemologist’s magnifying glass.

[image: ] Cut: The cut of a diamond is the stone’s physical configuration, the result of the process whereby the rough gem is shaped. The diamonds you will be shown by a jeweler have had many cuts made on the surface of the stone to shape them and emphasize their brilliance. Common shapes include the “round” (or “brilliant”), pearl shaped, oval, and marquise cuts.

[image: ] Color: The color of the diamond is also a major factor in determining its value. Stones that are colorless are considered to be perfect. The object, then, is to find a stone that is as close to colorless as possible—unless, of course, your personal preference dictates otherwise. (Many people prefer to wear stones with a slight discoloration, even though these stones are not—financially, at any rate—worth as much as their higher-quality, colorless counterparts.)

[image: ] Carat: The diamond’s carat weight refers to the actual size of the stone. (Unlike the carat weight of gold, the carat weight of a diamond is simply a physical measure of the weight of the item in question—and not a measure of quality or purity.) Bear in mind that carat weight alone is not necessarily an indicator of price or value. A three-quarter-carat-weight, colorless, flawless diamond will almost certainly be appraised higher than a two-carat-weight stone with several flaws and a murky, yellowish tint.

Jewelry Shopping Tips

[image: ] Your first step in the search for a ring should be to consult with a reputable jeweler. Referrals from experienced family and friends are probably the best way to find someone trustworthy. Should your social circle not yield many results, go ahead and pick a store that appeals to you, stocks jewelry in your price range, and is a member of the American Gem Society. But while members of the AGS must meet high standards of quality and reputability, you should still avoid taking any chances by …

[image: ]

[image: ] Shopping around. Even if you fall head over heels in love with the first ring you set eyes on, a little perspective never hurt anyone. Comparing selections from other jewelers should give you a better idea of fair pricing as well as your options. Beware of shops that pressure you to buy on the spot.

[image: ] Negotiating. Don’t hesitate to ask if the price is negotiable. Like car salespeople, jewelry salespeople expect to do their fair share of haggling.

[image: ] Making the final sale contingent upon your taking the ring to an appraiser of your choice to verify value and price. Don’t worry, there’s nothing rude about assuming this course of action, as there are quite a few unscrupulous jewelers who will try to dupe you into buying a ring for much more than it’s worth by having their appraiser (or one they recommend) “confirm” the ring’s inflated value.

[image: ]  Getting a purchase agreement that includes stipulations for sizing and potential return. Does the store offer a money-back guarantee if the ring is returned within the designated time frame? Also, any sizing, tightening, or cleaning required during the first six months of ownership should be free.

[image: ]  Getting a written appraisal and insurance. It’s not romantic, but insurance purposes demand that you get a written appraisal that describes the ring and cites its value. Insure your ring under your homeowner’s or renter’s policy.

Choosing Your Engagment Ring

[image: ]

Your Wedding Party

As soon as you and your fiancé figure out who you want in your wedding party, get on out there and ask them. Giving people advance notice allows them the time to prepare for the extensive financial and time commitments involved in a wedding. It also gives you the breathing room to find replacements if your first choices can’t accept.

[image: ] When deciding who to cast in the role of wedding party attendants, it’s wise to consider the responsibilities that go along with each job. Feel free to make copies of these lists and hand them out to your would-be attendants to clear up any confusion they may have about their duties.

[image: ]

[image: ]

The maid/matron of honor:

[image: ] Helps the bride with addressing envelopes, recording wedding gifts, shopping, and other pre-wedding tasks

[image: ] Arranges a bridal shower

[image: ] Helps the bride arrange her train and veil at the altar

[image: ] Brings the groom’s ring to the ceremony site

[image: ] Holds the bride’s bouquet while she exchanges rings with the groom

[image: ] Signs the wedding certificate

[image: ] Stands in the receiving line (optional)

[image: ] Holds the groom’s wedding ring

[image: ] Makes sure the bride looks perfect for all the pictures

[image: ] Dances with the best man during the attendants’ dance at the reception

[image: ] Participates in the bouquet toss, if single

The bridesmaids:

[image: ] Help organize and run the bridal shower

[image: ] Assist the bride and maid of honor with prewedding errands or tasks

[image: ] Stand in the receiving line (optional)

[image: ] Help the bride get dressed and ready on the wedding day

[image: ] Participate in the bouquet toss, if single

The best man:

[image: ] Organizes the bachelor party

[image: ] Drives the groom to the ceremony

[image: ] Brings the bride’s ring to the ceremony site

[image: ] Gives the officiant his fee immediately before or after the ceremony (provided by the groom’s family)

[image: ]  Gives other service providers such as the chauffeur their fees (optional)

[image: ] Returns the groom’s attire (if rented)

[image: ] Oversees the transfer of gifts to a secure location after reception

[image: ] Helps the groom get ready and arrive on time for every wedding-related function

[image: ] Holds the bride’s ring during the ceremony

[image: ] Signs the marriage license as a witness

[image: ] Escorts the maid of honor in the recessional

[image: ] Sits for pictures with the wedding party and the groom

[image: ] Dances with the maid of honor during the attendants’ dance at the reception

[image: ] Usually sits to the right of the bride at the head table

[image: ] Gives the first toast at the reception

[image: ] May drive the couple to the reception and/or the hotel if there is no hired driver

[image: ] Helps out when the groom is in need of moral support or words of wisdom, or assistance of any kind.

The ushers:

[image: ] Arrive at the wedding location early to help with setup

[image: ] Attend to last-minute tasks such as lighting candles, tying bows on reserved rows of seating, etc.

[image: ]

[image: ] Escort guests to their seats as follows:

• Ask if they are guests of the bride or groom. If they are with the bride, they should be seated at the left side of the church (facing the altar). If with the groom, then they should be seated to the right. The reverse is true for Reform and Conservative Jewish weddings.

• Seat the eldest guests first if a large group arrives.

• Escort female guests with right arm as her escort follows, or lead a couple to their seat

• Distribute programs to guests after they have been seated.

• Balance out the guests by asking arriving guests if they wouldn’t mind sitting on the other (less filled) side.

• After the guests have been seated, escort special guests to their seats in this order (unless otherwise directed by the bridal couple):

1. general special guests

2. grandmothers of the bride and groom

3. groom’s mother

4. bride’s mother

[image: ] Roll out aisle runner immediately before processional

[image: ] Help decorate newlyweds’ car (optional)

[image: ] Collect discarded programs and articles from the pews after the ceremony

[image: ] Direct guests to the reception and hand out preprinted maps and directions to those who need them

[image: ] Assist in gathering the wedding party for photographs

The Mother of the Bride:

Though you may not realize it, the mother of the bride is considered to be part of the wedding party. After all, your father gets his moment in the sun when he walks you down the aisle—why not the woman who gave you life? At the beginning of the ceremony, the mother is the last person seated before the processional begins. But, like your attendants, she has plenty to do before the wedding, including:

[image: ] Helping the bride in choosing her gown and accessories, and in assembling a trousseau

[image: ] Helping the bride select bridesmaids’ attire

[image: ] Coordinating her own attire with the mother of the groom

[image: ] Working with the bride and the groom’s family to assemble a guest list and seating plan

[image: ] Helping address and mail invitations

[image: ] Helping the attendants coordinate the bridal shower

[image: ] Assisting the bride in any of the hundreds of things she may need help with before the ceremony

[image: ] Occupying a place of honor at the ceremony

[image: ] Standing at the beginning of the receiving line

[image: ] In most instances, acting as hostess of the reception

[image: ] Occupying a seat of honor at the parents’ table

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

Gifts for Party Members

Bestowing gifts upon your wedding attendants is the most popular way to say thank-you for all the work, time, and money that these kind souls have put into your wedding. While it’s common to give all the bridesmaids and groomsmen the same gift to avoid any resentment or hurt feelings, you can always individualize a little. These tokens of appreciation are disbursed during the rehearsal dinner, so you have some time to shop around for just the right items. The following are some of the more popular gift ideas:

For the bridesmaids:

[image: ] Jewelry (possibly something they can wear for the wedding such as earrings or a bracelet)

[image: ] Datebook

[image: ] Stationery

[image: ] Perfume

[image: ] Beauty product gift pack

[image: ] Jewelry box

[image: ] Monogrammed purse mirrors

[image: ] Gift certificate (to a bed and bath shop, for instance)

For the groomsmen:

[image: ] Monogrammed money clip or key chain

[image: ] Datebook

[image: ] Pen set

[image: ] Cologne

[image: ] Silk tie

[image: ] Travel or shaving kit

[image: ] Gift certificate (to a sporting goods store, for instance)

[image: ] Something related to a favorite hobby of the groomsman

The Budget

A budget is the nasty little detail that has a very big influence on your wedding. Your budget (if you stick to it) will dictate the size and style of your wedding, as well as all the other little extras such as flowers, music, photography, video, transportation, and so on.

The first step toward figuring your budget is to sit down with everyone who may be contributing monetarily—your groom, your parents, his parents—and discuss the kind of wedding you’d like to have. Traditionally, the bride’s family bears the brunt of the wedding expenses and the groom’s picks up the tab for a few select things, but that is by no means set in stone anymore. These days it is not uncommon for the bride and groom to be responsible for the majority of the wedding expenses.

The traditional expenses of the bride’s family:

[image: ] Bride’s wedding gown and accessories

[image: ] Fee for ceremony location

[image: ] All reception costs (location rental, food, decorations, etc.)

[image: ] Flowers for ceremony and reception Music

[image: ] Photography (and video)

[image: ] Transportation (limousine rental, etc.)

[image: ] The groom’s wedding ring

[image: ] Housing for bridesmaids

[image: ] Gifts for bridesmaids

[image: ] Invitations, reception cards, and announcements

[image: ] The groom’s gift

The traditional expenses of the groom’s family:

[image: ] The bride’s wedding and engagement ring

[image: ] Marriage license

[image: ] Officiant’s fee

[image: ] Housing for ushers

[image: ] Gifts for ushers

[image: ] Part of the bachelor party (with part of the expense being borne by the groom’s friends)

[image: ] The bride’s gift

[image: ] The bride’s bouquet

[image: ] The bride’s going-away corsage (optional)

[image: ] Mothers’ and grandmothers’ corsages

[image: ] Boutonnieres for groom’s wedding party

[image: ] The rehearsal dinner

[image: ] The honeymoon

[image: ]

The traditional expenses of the maid/matron of honor and bridesmaids:

[image: ] Their dresses and accessories

[image: ] A gift for the couple

[image: ] A shower gift

[image: ] A contribution to the bridal shower

[image: ] Transportation to and from the wedding

The traditional expenses of the best man and ushers/groomsmen:

[image: ] Their clothing rental (tuxedo, suit)

[image: ] A gift for the couple

[image: ] A contribution to the cost of the bachelor party

[image: ] Transportation to and from the wedding

If you have the funds available to finance the wedding of your dreams, consider yourself very lucky. But if you find yourself a few dollars short of your dream, don’t despair! There are compromises and cuts you can make that will have little or no effect on you or your guests’ enjoyment of the day. Have your invitations offset-printed instead of engraved; hold a buffet instead of a sit-down dinner; limit the use of elaborate flowers.

[image: ]

Ultimately, you’ll need to prioritize the areas of your wedding so that you can spend money on what’s most important to you, on the things you will carry with you from the wedding into your future. Be willing to drop the notion of serving steak at the reception in order to afford a good photographer. What makes your wedding memorable is the love and the people, not the elaborate extras.

[image: ] 

Tipping Guidelines

Even the most budget-conscious brides and grooms often overlook one very substantial expense—tips! Depending on the size of your reception and your reception location, tipping can easily add from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars to your costs. Many wedding professionals even include a gratuity in their contract, and then expect an additional tip at the reception. As a result, whom to tip and how much to tip can often be perplexing dilemmas. Although tipping is, for the most part, expected, it is never required—it is simply an extra reward for extraordinary service. Exactly how much or whom you tip is completely at your discretion. The following are simply guidelines, not rules:
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