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INTRODUCTION




What Is This Book?

One of the most gratifying aspects of being a wine critic is discovering those under-the-radar, superb wine bargains that taste as if they should cost two or three times the price but don’t. I taste thousands of wines every year, and most of my colleagues have been tasting wine for twenty or more years. This book has long been in the works, and it seems that it could not come out at a more appropriate time, given the world economic crisis and the downsizing of everyone’s net worth. This book focuses on wines that, given current exchange rates with the dollar and what domestic wineries are charging, are priced at $25 or below per bottle. The selections that we have proposed, with a thumbnail sketch of what to expect from these wines in a good-to above-average-quality vintage, represent a tiny percentage of all the wines we taste. The myth is that wines that cost $25 or less are worth just what you pay for them and are never terribly interesting. This is totally untrue, and with work, one can unearth these small treasures that deliver seriously good wine at remarkably fair prices. Obviously, some viticultural areas of the world provide more value than others. Spain, southern France, southern Italy, South America, and Australia certainly lead all other areas in terms of the wealth of wine values that exist in those regions. Yet even in prestige areas such as Bordeaux or in northern California, there are wineries that can and do produce very high-quality wines for a song. Therefore, this book is only about the world’s greatest wine values, and no bottle should cost more than $25. Many of these wines actually sell for between $10 and $15. But as a wine consumer for over thirty years, I always felt that the sweet spot for wine bargains has to be defined with some limit, and we have chosen $25 and under.

The Concept of Value

One can certainly argue that a nearly perfect, famous Bordeaux château turning out a wine for $50 would represent a good value, when many of the most renowned wines of that hallowed wine region cost from $250 to as much as $1,000 a bottle, and thus the $50 wine would be a “good value” in the context of that category. The same argument can apply to Burgundy, where most of the best-known classified grands crus and premiers crus of Burgundy sell for well in excess of $50 to $100 a bottle. We reject that. We have set value as a top-flight wine that can be purchased at a retail shop for under $25. To reiterate, most of these wines are actually available for a lot less. We also realize that prices vary from state to state, and certainly imports reflect the value of the dollar at the time an importer purchased the wine. We define the concept of value as wines under $25, and this book is strictly confined to those wines that fit that category.

Vintage Smarts and Drinking Curves

In each chapter, there is a section called “Vintage Smarts.” This gives readers a synopsis of the best and worst vintages of late that a region has experienced. “Drinking Curves” sections will give readers an idea of how soon the wines must be consumed. Most of these value wines are meant for near-term consumption. This doesn’t mean within thirty minutes of purchase, but within 1 to 2 years for most of the white and rosé wines, and 3 to 5 years for most of the red wines. White and rosé wines, not having any of the tannin content that most red wines have, even at the low end of the price hierarchy, are best consumed in their exuberant, fresh, vigorous youth, and the duration of that stage is usually only 1 to 2 years. Even the least expensive red wines can actually improve for a year or two and, where stored in a refrigerator or wine storage unit, can sometimes last well past 4 or 5 years without losing their fruit and becoming boring and uninteresting.

The Entries

For each area of the world covered, we have listed the finest wine values (under $25) in alphabetical order, giving a short summary of the style and character of the wine that you are likely to find in a reasonably good vintage for that region. Hopefully, this will help you understand what to look for and what you personally enjoy the most. All of the producers who have been briefly profiled in this book are the best in the world at producing good value wines, and we think the pleasure of discovering a wine for $10, $15, or at the very highest end, $25, that performs at the level of wine selling for three to five times that price, will be an enormously gratifying experience for all wine consumers.

Each chapter of this book is written by the writer who covers that particular region for The Wine Advocate. In my case, that means Bordeaux, the Rhône Valley, and California. David Schildknecht has written the chapters on Austria; Alsace, the Savoie, and the Jura; Burgundy and Beaujolais; Languedoc and Roussillon; the Loire Valley; Provence; France’s Southwest; Germany; and South Africa. Antonio Galloni has provided information on every wine region of Italy. Dr. Jay Miller has written the chapters on Argentina, Australia, Chile, Oregon, Spain, and Washington State. Mark Squires contributed the sections on Greece and Portugal, and Neal Martin provided the chapter on New Zealand.

—Robert M. Parker, Jr.

A note about Champagne’s Best Values

No wine in the world can match the sheer pleasure and excitement that a great Champagne can add to a celebration. Unfortunately, Champagne is one of the few regions in the world where value is hard to come by. The big, historic houses have succeeded in creating an image of luxury, which has resulted in a large number of Champagnes that are priced like luxury handbags rather than wine. Readers willing to do a little searching should be able to find a number of delicious Champagnes between $30 and $50, but because that price point is above our limit in this book, we weren’t able to include them. If you’re interested in bargain-priced sparkling wines from around the world, you’ll find an index of them on page 479.

—Antonio Galloni

[image: image] 



PARKER’S WINE BARGAINS 




ARGENTINA




ARGENTINIAN WINE VALUES

by Dr. Jay Miller

Argentina is the world’s fifth-largest wine producer (behind France, Italy, Spain, and the United States). Sales of Argentina wines continue to explode despite economic hard times in the USA. It’s not just about the seemingly ideal bond between the Malbec grape and Mendoza terroir. Inexpensive labor and land (roughly $30,000 an acre, compared to $300,000 in Napa Valley) plus an ideal climate and a good water supply from the Andes make for low production costs.

Regions

While Mendoza is not Argentina’s only wine-producing region, it is far and away the most significant. It features a high desert climate, with most vineyards planted at elevations of 2,500–4,500 feet (and some even higher), resulting in intense sunshine but cooler air temperatures. This results in physiologically ripe grapes in almost every vintage, without elevated sugars and high alcohol levels. There are almost no wines noted here with alcohol levels over 14.5%. With Mendoza’s desert climate there is very little rainfall, but there’s no shortage of water thanks to its proximity to the Andes mountains (which can be seen from every vineyard and appear to be next door because of their immense size). Irrigation is the rule. Phylloxera is not an issue, so most vines are planted on their own roots. Soils at these high elevations are poor in organic material, so the vines must develop deep roots, thus intensifying flavors. Pesticides and herbicides in this climate are rarely used and hand-harvesting is the rule. The only significant weather risk is hail (13% of the annual crop is typically lost to this problem), so most vineyards are netted for protection.

Grapes

Argentina’s most important grape by far is Malbec. It is a French variety that has had limited success in the Old World but produces magnificent reds in Argentina. Characterized by its spicy dark fruit character, Argentinian Malbec flourishes at a level of quality unparalleled anywhere else in the world. Cabernet Sauvignon is also important and frequently blended with Malbec. The other Bordeaux varietals (Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot, even Carménère) exist, but are used almost exclusively for blending. Pinot Noir is just beginning to make an appearance and appears to have some potential. Syrah and Tempranillo can be found but play subsidiary roles.

There are two other grapes that are virtually indigenous to Argentina. The red grape is Bonarda, originally from Lombardy in Italy, where ripening is typically an issue. In Mendoza it makes juicy, flavorful, vibrant wine. Moreover, it rarely sells for over $15 a bottle. The white grape is Torrontés, most of it grown in Cafayate in northern Argentina. Research has shown that it is a cross of Muscat Alexandria and the Mission grape once planted widely in California. When well grown, it is remarkably fragrant, with the fruit nicely buttressed by zesty acidity. For those looking for Chardonnay alternatives, this is a variety worth exploring. Even better, they rarely sell for more than $15 a bottle.

Vintage Smarts

Argentina is on the rise. Recent vintages, particularly 2008, 2007, 2006, and 2005, have been excellent to outstanding, and this country’s improved viticultural and winemaking practices as well as the arrival on the scene of quality-conscious boutique wineries foreshadow an extremely bright future.

Drinking Curves

All of Argentina’s white wines are meant to be drunk in their youth— within 3 years of the vintage. The red wines can also be enjoyed within this time frame but some of them will last for a decade or more.

Argentina’s Top Wine Values by Winery

ALAMOS (Mendoza)



Bonarda [image: image] The Bonarda offers up plum and blackberry aromas and flavors meant for drinking during its first 3 years of life.

Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Alamos Cabernet is a spicy, mediumbodied red for near-term drinking.

Chardonnay [image: image] The Alamos Chardonnay exhibits a bouquet of spiced apple, pear, and tropical aromas leading to a smooth-textured, tasty wine meant for near-term drinking.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec offers layers of black cherry fruit, good weight on the palate, and a pure, fruit-filled finish. It can be enjoyed during its first 4 years.

Malbec Selección [image: image] The Selección is sourced from older vines and has a bit more new oak along with a lovely bouquet of smoke, spice box, earth notes, and black cherry. Enjoy it during its first 5 years of life.

Torrontés—Cafayate [image: image] Fragrant with an attractive perfume of spring flowers, honey, and tropical fruits. Dry, crisp, and well balanced; meant for drinking during its first 12–18 months.

ALTA VISTA (Various Regions)



Atemporal Blend—Mendoza [image: image] This fragrant blend is composed of Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, and Petit Verdot. On the palate it reveals a restrained personality, some elegance, ample savory fruit, and excellent length.

Cabernet Sauvignon—Mendoza [image: image] Aromas of black currant and cassis are followed by an easygoing, forward, uncomplicated effort offering layers of fruit and savory flavors for drinking during its first 4 years.

Malbec—Mendoza [image: image] An expressive floral and black cherry–scented bouquet leads to a supple-textured, forward wine with good flavors and no hard edges. Drink it over its first 3 years.

Torrontés Premium—Cafayate [image: image] Fragrant Muscat and tropical fruit aromas are followed by a dry, medium-bodied, smooth-textured wine for drinking during its first 12–18 months.

ALTOS LAS HORMIGAS (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] The entry-level Malbec has always been a superb value. It exhibits a smoky, spicy, black cherry bouquet leading to a medium-bodied wine with surprising depth and savory fruit. Forward and easygoing, it will provide much pleasure during its first 4 years of life.

Malbec Reserva Vineyard Selection [image: image] The Reserva offers up a spicy perfume of wood smoke, mineral, black cherry, and blackberry followed by a structured wine with good ripeness, balance, and depth. It will benefit from a few years of cellaring but will ultimately offer no more pleasure than its less expensive sibling.

ANDELUNA CELLARS (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon Winemaker’s Selection [image: image] This Cabernet reveals an attractive nose of spice box, cassis, and black currant along with plenty of spicy fruit, an easygoing personality, soft tannin, and moderate length.

ANTONIETTI (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] Antonietti’s Malbec is made in a lighter, forward, elegant style with plenty of ripe cherry fruit for near-term drinking. It is a good introduction to the delights of Malbec.

ARGENTO (Various Regions)



Cabernet Sauvignon—Lujan de Cuyo [image: image] The Argento Cab delivers a perfume of cedar, tobacco, cassis, and blackberry. Medium bodied and restrained, it has enough stuffing to improve for 1–2 years but can be enjoyed now.

Malbec—Agrelo [image: image] The nose of the Malbec reveals spice box, cedar, earth notes, and black cherry. Fruity, forward, and easygoing, it can be enjoyed during its first 3 years of life.

AVE (Salta)



Malbec Premium [image: image] The Malbec Premium is dark ruby colored, with an enticing nose of cherry and plum. This leads to a forward wine with plenty of sweet fruit, good depth and concentration, and a long, pure finish.

Torrontés [image: image] The medium-straw-colored Torrontés has a fragrant, floral, mineral, and lemon-scented nose. On the palate it is dry with good acidity, some elegance, and a medium-long finish.

BELASCO DE BAQUEDANO (Mendoza)



AR Guentota Malbec [image: image] The AR Guentota Malbec is sourced from 100-year-old vines in Agrelo and Perdriel. The bouquet offers wood smoke, spice box, black cherry, and blackberry. Savory on the palate, it will evolve for at least 2 years and drink well for 6 years thereafter.

Llama Malbec [image: image] The Llama Malbec has an appealing nose of cedar, tobacco, spice box, and black cherry leading to a smooth-textured, spicy wine with excellent depth and concentration.

BENEGAS (Various Regions)



The specialty of the house is Bordeaux-style wine from their old-vine parcels.

Finca Libertad—Maipu [image: image] Finca Libertad is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and Merlot. It exhibits a complex aroma leading to an elegant wine with savory flavors, considerable complexity, and enough structure to evolve for another 2–3 years.

Malbec—Mendoza [image: image] The Malbec’s aromatics offer enticing notes of cedar, spice box, blueberry, and black raspberry leading to a smooth-textured, flavorful, well-balanced Malbec with 2–3 years of aging potential.

Sangiovese—Mendoza [image: image] The Sangiovese is dark ruby colored, with a lovely red cherry perfume, notes of cedar and mineral, and an elegant personality. This smooth, friendly wine could easily pass for Tuscan in a blind tasting.

Syrah Estate—Maipu [image: image] The purple-colored Syrah offers an alluring perfume of toasty blueberries leading to a full-bodied, layered wine with gobs of succulent fruit, outstanding depth, and a fruit-filled finish.

BENMARCO (Mendoza)



BenMarco is the label of Pedro Marchevsky, one of the more prominent viticulturalists in Argentina.

Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The nose offers up fragrant baking spices, black cherry, and black currant leading to a wine with an elegant personality, succulent fruit, a lush texture, and outstanding length. It will offer prime drinking from 2010 to 2018.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec exhibits a kinky perfume of black cherry, wild black raspberry, earth notes, and leather. On the palate there is plenty of jammy fruit, bright acidity, excellent balance, and a lengthy finish.

VALENTIN BIANCHI (Mendoza)



Malbec Famiglia Bianchi [image: image] Delivers an excellent perfume of cedar, spice box, violets, and black cherry. This is followed by a full-bodied wine with savory black fruit flavors, solid depth, and good length.

LUIGI BOSCA (Various Regions)



Malbec Reserva Single Vineyard—Lujan de Cuyo [image: image] An expressive bouquet of black cherry, mineral, and spice box leads to a palate that is both mouth coating and elegant, with plenty of sweet fruit, excellent depth, and a long, pure finish.

Pinot Noir—Maipu [image: image] Enticing varietal aromas of raspberry and strawberry lead to a friendly, velvety-textured, sweetly fruited Pinot with attractive flavors and good length.

BODEGA BRESSIA (Cafayate)



Torrontés [image: image] Bodega Bressia’s Torrontés offers a floral, lemon-lime perfume in a more elegant style than is the norm for this grape. The wine has good concentration, a smooth texture, and a medium-long finish.

BUDINI (Mendoza)



Chardonnay [image: image] The light-gold-colored Chardonnay delivers attractive apple and pear aromas and flavors within its medium-bodied personality. Easygoing and well balanced by bright acidity, it should be consumed during its first 12–18 months.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec is dark ruby colored, with a bouquet of spice box and black cherry. Supple and friendly on the palate, this uncomplicated effort can be enjoyed during its first 2–3 years.

HUMBERTO CANALE (Patagonia)



Malbec Gran Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Gran Reserva has an expressive nose of smoke, black cherry, and mineral along with good depth and grip and enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years.

Pinot Noir Estate [image: image] The Pinot Noir Estate is medium ruby colored, with a varietal nose of cherry, raspberry, and rhubarb. Light and pleasant on the palate, it is a good introduction to Pinot Noir at a fair price.

Pinot Noir Gran Reserva [image: image] The Pinot Noir Gran Reserva is barrel fermented and aged in new oak. It has a more expansive nose and sweeter fruit than its less expensive sibling. It is worth the extra $5 investment.

CATENA ZAPATA (Mendoza)



Chardonnay [image: image] Catena Zapata’s Chardonnay offers a sophisticated bouquet with a touch of toasty oak, mineral, poached pear, and tropical notes. This is followed by a smooth-textured wine with spicy, savory white fruits, bright acidity, excellent concentration, and a fruit-filled finish.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec’s aromatic array displays toasty black cherry, black raspberry, and violet notes leading to a smooth-textured, layered, rich wine bordering on opulence. It manages to achieve this while retaining an elegant, light-on-its-feet personality. On the palate, spice notes and a hint of chocolate emerge. There is enough structure for the wine to evolve for 2–3 years, although it can be enjoyed now.

FINCA LA CELIA (Uco Valley)



Chardonnay [image: image] La Celia Chardonnay offers aromas of toast, apple, pear, and white peach. On the palate the wine is crisp and vibrant with good integration of oak and acidity. It has plenty of ripe fruit and a clean finish.

Kamel Malbec [image: image] The dark-ruby-colored Kamel Malbec delivers an attractive nose of black cherry and blueberry leading to a forward, smooth-textured, easygoing wine meant for immediate enjoyment.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva raises the bar a bit. The aromatics reveal greater complexity and the wine has enough structure to evolve for 1–2 years.

CHAKANA (Mendoza)



Cueva de las Manos Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon exhibits a classy perfume of smoke, mineral, violets, and black currant. Layered and nearly opulent, it has plenty of succulent black fruit, good focus, and solid length.

Cueva de las Manos Malbec [image: image] The Cueva de las Manos Malbec reveals a brooding bouquet of cedar, pencil lead, spice box, and black cherry. Layered on the plate, it has good depth and grip, savory flavors, and excellent length.

Estate Selection [image: image] The wine is composed of Malbec, Syrah, and Petit Verdot. The nose exhibits elements of toast, pencil lead, black cherry, blackberry, and plum. Firm on the palate, it has ample ripe fruit, a forward personality, and several years of aging potential.

Maipe Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] This wine has a bouquet of spicy black currant, black fruit flavors, and a forward personality. Drink it over the next three years.

Maipe Malbec [image: image] This purple-colored wine is soft, forward, tasty, and easy to understand.

CLOS DE LOS SIETE (Vista Flores)



Clos de los Siete [image: image] There may be no finer red wine value in Argentina than this superb blend of Malbec, Merlot, Syrah, and Cabernet Sauvignon. The wine coats the glass while offering up a superb bouquet of toasty oak, violet, mineral, black currant, blueberry, and black cherry. This is followed by a layered wine with gobs of ripe fruit, a plush texture, outstanding balance, and several years of aging potential.

VIÑA COBOS (Mendoza)



El Felino Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] This purple-colored wine offers up spicy black currant and blackberry. Smooth textured and layered, it has excellent balance and a lengthy, pure finish. It’s hard to think of a better value in Cabernet Sauvignon.

El Felino Chardonnay [image: image] This wine is medium gold colored, with a bouquet of toasty apple, poached pear, and tropical fruit aromas. Smooth and seamless on the palate, it has surprising depth, ripe flavors, and a pure finish.

El Felino Malbec [image: image] This Malbec is a splendid introduction to this grape variety. The nose is redolent of wild black cherry, leading to an elegant, ripe wine with gobs of flavor and 1–2 years of aging potential. Drink this hedonistic effort through 2015.

El Felino Merlot [image: image] This Merlot is dark ruby colored, with a classy perfume of spice box, cedar, red currants, and cherry. On the palate it has surprising concentration as well as some elegance. It’s what Merlot is supposed to be about but seldom is.

COLOMÉ (Valle Calchaquí)



The Colomé estate vineyards are organically farmed and biodynamically certified.

Torrontés [image: image] The medium-straw-colored Torrontés offers a floral, spicy, Muscat-like perfume leading to a ripe, smooth-textured, dry wine with excellent balance and length. Some Torrontés can be a bit heavy but this rendition is light on its feet.

CRIOS DE SUSANA BALBO (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon reveals an expressive perfume of cedar, spice box, black currant, and black raspberry. This is followed by a wine with lots of savory black fruit, excellent balance, and a long, fruit-filled finish.

Malbec—Agrelo [image: image] The Malbec offers an enticing bouquet of spice box, cedar, black cherry, and black raspberry. Medium bodied and full flavored, on the palate it has gobs of spicy, savory fruit, soft tannins, and a lengthy finish.

Rosé of Malbec [image: image] The Rosé of Malbec exhibits a fragrant bouquet of cherry and wild strawberries leading to a medium-bodied, dry, concentrated wine with lots of spicy red fruits and excellent balance. Drink it over the next 12–18 months.

Syrah-Bonarda [image: image] The Syrah-Bonarda contains 50% of each component. It delivers an alluring nose of baking spice, blueberry, plum, and black raspberry. On the palate it has loads of spicy dark fruit, a forward personality, good balance, and a pure finish.

Torrontés—Cafayate [image: image] The Torrontés offers up an alluring perfume of spring flowers, peach, apricot, and a hint of citrus. On the palate the wine is dry, smooth textured, layered, and succulent while retaining a sense of elegance.

BODEGA DANTE ROBINO (Mendoza)



Bonarda [image: image] The Bonarda is deep ruby colored, with an intense perfume of blueberry and earth notes. Layered and ripe on the palate, it has no hard edges.

Malbec [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec exhibits a spicy, black cherry–scented nose, a smooth texture, and an easygoing personality.

FINCA DECERO (Agrelo)



Cabernet Sauvignon Remolinos Vineyard [image: image] This Cabernet is deep crimson colored, with an alluring bouquet of cedar, cinnamon, allspice, cassis, and black currant. Supple and elegant on the palate, it has excellent depth and grip, and a lingering finish.

Malbec Remolinos Vineyard [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec Remolinos Vineyard offers up aromas of smoke, spice box, violet, blueberry, and black cherry leading to a smooth-textured wine with excellent concentration and some elegance. It has plenty of spicy, savory fruit, excellent balance, and a pure finish.

BODEGA DEL FIN DEL MUNDO (Patagonia)



Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva has an attractive bouquet of cedar, mineral, spice box, red cherry, and raspberry. On the palate it is elegant, with complex spice notes and lovely red fruit flavors.

DOÑA PAULA (Argentina)



Malbec—Lujan de Cuyo [image: image] The opaque purple Malbec reveals a brooding black fruit bouquet, ripe flavors, excellent depth and grip, and 2–3 years of aging potential.

Naked Pulp Viognier—Uco Valley [image: image] The Naked Pulp Viognier has an alluring perfume of melon, apricot, guava, and kiwi. Full bodied, ripe, and round, it has good acidity, superb depth and concentration, and a lengthy finish.

Sauvignon Blanc—Tupungato [image: image] The Sauvignon Blanc has a superb bouquet of spring flowers, fresh herbs, a touch of mineral, citrus, and green apple. On the palate it is viscous, smooth, and complex.

Shiraz-Malbec Estate—Mendoza [image: image] The Shiraz (60%)–Malbec (40%) raises the bar considerably. It has an enticing nose of spice, chocolate, wood smoke, earth notes, blueberry, and black cherry. Ripe and layered, this rich effort will evolve for 1–2 years and provide pleasure through 2015.

FLECHAS DE LOS ANDES (Uco Valley)



Gran Malbec [image: image] The Gran Malbec is a glass-coating purple with a superb bouquet of cedar, mineral, black cherry, and black raspberry. This leads to a full-bodied, layered, ripe wine with enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years.

FINCA FLICHMAN (Various Regions)



Expresiones Malbec–Cabernet Sauvignon—Mendoza [image: image] A blend of Malbec and Cabernet Sauvignon with an enticing bouquet of black cherry and black currant. This leads to a mouth-coating wine with plenty of spicy black fruits, ripe tannin, excellent grip, and 1–2 years of aging potential.

Gestos Malbec—Mendoza [image: image] The Gestos Malbec exhibits a bright black cherry–scented aroma, sweet fruit, soft tannins, savory flavors, and a friendly personality.

Paisaje de Barrancas—Maipu [image: image] The purple-colored Paisaje de Barrancas is composed of Shiraz, Malbec, and Cabernet Sauvignon. The aromatics offer a hint of game, earth notes, and blueberry. On the palate it is chunky, with a firm finish to its rustic personality.

Paisaje de Tupungato—Uco Valley [image: image] The Paisaje de Tupungato is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec, and Merlot. The attractive perfume includes notes of cedar, violets, black currant, and cassis. This leads to a supple, medium-bodied wine with savory red and black fruit flavors and excellent balance. It can be enjoyed now.

BODEGA ENRIQUE FOSTER (Mendoza)



Bodega Enrique Foster makes only old-vine Malbec.

Reserva Malbec [image: image] The Reserva Malbec offers an attractive bouquet of cedar, mineral, plum, and blueberry. This leads to a forward wine with some elegance, good depth, and a pure finish.

O. FOURNIER (Mendoza)



B Crux Blend [image: image] A blend of Tempranillo, Malbec, and Merlot, the B Crux reveals a fragrant bouquet of cedar, violets, blackberry, black raspberry, and licorice. It has layers of savory fruit, cinnamon, and chocolate, good balance, excellent concentration, and a lengthy, fruit-filled finish.

DON MIGUEL GASCON (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec exhibits an attractive nose of black cherry with a hint of blueberry. Smooth textured, savory, and nicely balanced, it will drink well for another four years. It overdelivers for its humble price tag.

BODEGA GOULART (Lunlunta)



Both Bodega Goulart wines are sourced from 95-year-old high-elevation vineyards.

Malbec–Cabernet Sauvignon Reserva [image: image] The Malbec–Cabernet Sauvignon has an alluring nose of cedar, smoke, espresso, black cherry, and black currant. This leads to a wine with excellent balance, tasty flavors, and a medium-long finish.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva is a saturated purple color with an attractive perfume of violets, black cherry, and black raspberry. On the palate it is medium bodied, balanced, and ripe, with enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years.

KAIKEN (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] Dark ruby in color, it reveals an excellent bouquet of cedar, cassis, and black currant. Ripe and forward on the palate, this seamless effort can be enjoyed during its first 4 years.

Cabernet Sauvignon Ultra [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon Ultra has a nose of cedar, tobacco, black currant, and blackberry. On the palate, this medium- to full-bodied effort reveals some silky tannin; spicy, savory fruit; and excellent length.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec exhibits an alluring perfume of spice box, violet, and black cherry. This leads to a wine with layers of ripe, spicy black cherry fruit and surprising depth, and concentration for its humble price, as well as a fruit-filled finish.

Malbec Ultra [image: image] The Ultra has an enticing perfume of toast, pencil lead, mineral, violet, and black cherry. This is followed by a layered wine with plenty of ripe fruit, a firm structure, excellent concentration, and a lengthy, pure finish.

BODEGA LAGARDE (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon is dark ruby colored, with a spicy, floral, and black fruit–scented bouquet. This medium-bodied effort has solid depth, savory flavors, and excellent length.

Malbec [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec offers up a fragrant nose of spice box and black cherry. On the palate it reveals an easygoing personality with plenty of soft, spicy black fruits, good depth, and a fruit-filled finish.

Malbec DOC—Lujan de Cuyo [image: image] The dark ruby colored Malbec exhibits an enticing bouquet of cedar, tobacco, spice box, black cherry, and black raspberry. On the palate it has good density; lingering, savory flavors; and a fruit-filled finish.

Syrah [image: image] The Syrah is dark ruby colored, with an attractive perfume of pepper, game, and blue fruits. This leads to a supple, easygoing wine with moderate intensity, savory flavors, and good length.

CASA LAPOSTOLLE (Colchagua & Casablanca Valleys)



Chardonnay Cuvée Alexandre Apalta Vineyard—Casablanc a Valley [image: image] A refined wine with nuances of vanilla, buttered toast, butterscotch, and tropical fruit flavors along with well-integrated oak. This nicely balanced, layered wine should drink well during its first 4 years of life.

Merlot Cuvée Alexandre Apalta Vineyard—Colchagua Valley [image: image] This Merlot has an attractive nose of black currant, blueberry, vanilla, and clove. The wine has good weight on the palate with layers of black fruits and a firm structure. Drink it during its first 6 years of life.

Cabernet Sauvignon Cuvée Alexandre Apalta Vineyard— Colchagua Valley [image: image] Similarly styled but with the focus on black currants. It has enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years in the bottle and will drink well during its first 8 years of life.

FRANÇOIS LURTON (Mendoza)



Chardonnay Reserva [image: image] The Chardonnay has aromas and flavors of poached pear and apple. Round and easygoing, the wine is nicely balanced for drinking during its first 2 years.

Gran Lurton Corte Friulano [image: image] A unique white wine, the Gran Lurton Corte Friulano is a blend of 70% Tokay Friulano, 20% Pinot Gris, 8% Chardonnay, and 2% Torrontés. It has a fragrant bouquet of spring flowers, lemon zest, and a hint of tangerine leading to a smooth-textured wine with vibrant acidity, complex flavors, some elegance, and a lengthy finish.

Gran Lurton—Uco Valley [image: image] A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Malbec, this wine’s nose reveals smoke, tobacco, blackberry, and black currant leading to a wine with an elegant personality, tasty red and black fruit flavors, and a lengthy, fruit-filled finish.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] This wine offers up a fragrant bouquet of cedar, spice box, and black cherry followed by a forward, smooth-textured wine with plenty of cassis and black fruit flavors and a lengthy finish.

Pinot Gris [image: image] The Pinot Gris has an enticing bouquet of orange peel, tangerine, and white peach. On the palate it exhibits finesse, crisp flavors, good balance, and a fruit-filled finish.

LAMADRID (Vista Alba)



Malbec Gran Reserva [image: image] This wine has an excellent nose of spice box, mineral, black cherry, and blueberry. It has excellent richness and depth and superior length for its price point.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] A spicy, black cherry–scented perfume leads to a chunky wine with good depth, savory flavors, excellent balance, and a pure finish.

MAIP (Mendoza)



Bonarda [image: image] The Bonarda offers an enticing bouquet of smoke, mineral, and blueberry. Round and ripe on the palate, it has surprising depth and length for its humble price.

Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The nose offers up pure black currants and blackberry with some earth notes in the background. The wine is slightly austere on the palate but is likely to round out with another year or two in the bottle.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec has a striking perfume of violets, black cherry, and black raspberry. Exhibiting surprising complexity for its price category, the wine has gobs of fruit, savory flavors, and excellent depth and length. It is an outstanding value for drinking its first 3–4 years.

Sauvignon Blanc [image: image] The Sauvignon Blanc has a grassy citrus nose leading to a crisp wine with grapefruit and lemon-lime flavors. It should be drunk during its first 12–18 months.

Torrontés—Salta [image: image] The Torrontés exhibits a fragrant, floral, honey-accented perfume followed by a dry wine with a smooth texture and ripe flavors.

MAPEMA (Various Regions)



Malbec—Mendoza [image: image] The Malbec has an attractive nose of cedar, spice box, and black cherry. On the palate it is claret-like, with an elegant personality and ripe, racy flavors.

Sauvignon Blanc—Tupungato [image: image] Offers an enticing perfume of fresh herbs, grapefruit, and lemon-lime leading to a medium-bodied, smooth-textured wine with plenty of citrus flavor balanced by bright acidity.

MASI (Tupungato)



Passo Doble Corbec [image: image] The Passo Doble Corbec has an excellent bouquet of jammy black cherry and blackberry liqueur. Forward and easygoing, this tasty effort should drink well for several years and pair well with southern Italian cuisine.

BODEGA MONTEVIEJO (Uco Valley)



Lindaflor Chardonnay [image: image] This wine has an attractive bouquet of toast, butterscotch, apple, poached pear, and pineapple. Full bodied and smooth textured, it has plenty of ripe fruit, excellent concentration, and balancing acidity.

Petite Fleur [image: image] A blend of Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Syrah, it offers a superb nose of smoke, spice box, mineral, violets, cassis, black currants, and black cherry. This is followed by a wine with layers of savory fruit, spicy flavors, and a 45-second finish.

FINCA LAS MORAS (San Juan)



Malbec Black Label [image: image] Offers a fragrant black cherry bouquet, a smooth texture, forward fruit, and good balance. This easygoing wine will drink well over the next 4 years.

Shiraz Black Label [image: image] Exhibits enticing meaty, gamy notes along with wild blueberries. The flavors are tasty but the wine is a bit compact in the finish.

NIETO SENETINER (Mendoza)



Bonarda Reserva [image: image] The nose delivers wood smoke, mineral, earth notes, blueberry, and blackberry. Dense and layered, the wine has impeccable balance and a plethora of fruit. Lively acidity gives the finish a vibrant lift. Drink this brilliantly rendered Bonarda from 2012 to 2025.

Chardonnay-Viognier [image: image] The Chardonnay (60%)–Viognier (40%) offers up notes of tangerine, peach, and assorted white fruits. On its dry, fleshy palate mineral and spice elements emerge, leading to a moderately long, fruit-filled finish.

Don Nicanor Blend [image: image] The blend is composed of equal parts Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot. It exhibits an enticing perfume of cassis, black cherry, and black currant leading to a succulent wine with 1–2 years of aging potential and a pure finish.

Don Nicanor Malbec [image: image] The nose reveals spicy blue fruits, black cherry, and floral aromas followed by a forward, flavorful, supple-textured wine with gobs of savory fruit and excellent length. It lacks only complexity, but at this price, who’s complaining?

BODEGA NORTON (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve is dark ruby colored, with a nose of cedar, spice box, cassis, black currants, and blackberry. Slightly austere on the palate, it nevertheless has attractive flavors, decent balance, and a medium-long finish.

Malbec Reserve [image: image] Exhibits a bouquet of smoke, spice box, violet, and black cherry. On the palate it has layers of spicy black fruit flavors, excellent depth, and a lengthy, fruit-filled finish.

Merlot Reserve [image: image] Dark ruby colored, with an attractive nose of cedar, earth notes, cassis, and black currant. This leads to a forward wine with an easygoing personality designed for near-term drinking.

BODEGA NQN (Patagonia)



Malbec Lonko [image: image] Offers aromas of cedar, spice box, a hint of violets, cola, and black cherry. Medium bodied with a touch of elegance, the wine has solid depth, savory flavors, and enough structure to evolve for 1–2 years.

Malbec Picada 15 [image: image] The Malbec Picada 15 (a vineyard designation) is dark ruby colored, with a spicy black cherry and black raspberry perfume. This is followed by a medium-bodied, easygoing wine with ample fruit and no hard edges.

OBVIO (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] The Obvio Malbec is dark ruby colored, with a pleasant nose of violets, a hint of mineral, and cherry. Forward and easygoing on the palate, this tasty Malbec is an excellent value meant for drinking during its first 2–3 years.

BODEGA POESIA (Mendoza)



Pasodoble [image: image] Pasodoble is a blend of Malbec, Syrah, Bonarda, and Cabernet Sauvignon. The nose reveals cedar, spice box, pepper, blueberry, and black cherry. On the palate, the wine has plenty of spicy, savory fruit, good balance, and a forward personality.

EL PORTILLO (Mendoza)



Chardonnay [image: image] The unoaked Chardonnay is a straightforward effort delivering plenty of crisp, apple-flavored fruit. It should be consumed within 2 years of purchase.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec is supple, easygoing, and uncomplicated, offering a nice mouthful of black cherry–flavored fruit for drinking during its first 2–3 years.

Merlot [image: image] The Merlot has surprising depth and concentration for a wine of its humble price. It offers plenty of cassis- and cherry-flavored fruit meant for near-term drinking.

Pinot Noir [image: image] The Pinot Noir’s nose reveals rose petal, raspberry, and strawberry aromas. Light on the palate but tasty, it is a fine value in Pinot Noir for enjoying during its first 1–2 years.

Sauvignon Blanc [image: image] The light-straw-colored Sauvignon Blanc offers aromas of citrus, herbs, and a hint of tropical fruit. Smooth-textured, ripe, and clean, it will deliver pleasant drinking during its first 12–18 months.

EL PORVENIR DE LOS ANDES (Cafayate)



Laborum Torrontés [image: image] This wine has an alluring bouquet of spring flowers, honey, lychee nuts, apricot, and pineapple. Concentrated and dry on the palate, it reveals lots of spice and layered fruit. It would be a great match for sushi and empanadas.

LA POSTA (Mendoza)



Bonarda Estela Armando Vineyard [image: image] Reveals an alluring nose of spice box, cedar, plum, and blueberry. This is followed by a round, easygoing, forward Bonarda with good length and no hard edges.

Malbec Angel Paulucci Vineyard [image: image] Delivers aromas of spice box, mineral, and black cherry, leading to a medium-bodied, elegant wine with savory, spicy flavors, good depth and balance, and a lengthy, pure finish.

Malbec Pizzella Family Vineyard [image: image] Exhibits an attractive perfume of cedar, leather, cinnamon, pepper, and black cherry. Medium bodied with good grip and depth, this round, savory effort has enough structure to evolve for 1–2 years.

PRODIGO (Uco Valley)



Malbec Classico [image: image] The Malbec reveals aromas of plums and cherries leading to a ripe, forward, surprisingly rich wine for its humble price. Nicely balanced and lengthy, it can be enjoyed over the next 4 years.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva has an enticing bouquet of cedar, tobacco, earth notes, black cherry, and spice box. It is more structured than the Classico, with 2–3 years of aging potential.

LA PUERTA (La Rioja)



Reserva Bonarda [image: image] The Bonarda delivers notes of spicy black fruits and damp earth in its attractive nose. This is followed by a medium- to full-bodied wine with ample ripe black fruit, savory flavors, good depth, and enough ripe tannin to hold the wine for several years.

Reserva Malbec [image: image] The Malbec has a spicy bouquet of black cherry and violet. On the palate it is full bodied, ripe, and chewy. What it lacks in complexity it makes up for in a pure mouthful of tasty fruit. Drink this easygoing, friendly effort during its first 4 years.

QUARA (Cafayate)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon reveals slightly herbal-accented cassis aromas, soft fruit with surprising depth, and good balance and length.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec offers a spicy, black cherry–scented nose, sweet fruit, no hard edges, and a friendly personality. This nicely balanced wine will drink well during its first 3 years.

BODEGA RENACER (Mendoza)



Punto Final Malbec Reserva [image: image] This Malbec is dark ruby colored, with an attractive nose of cedar and black cherry. Medium- to full-bodied, the wine has plenty of savory flavor, density, and excellent length.

FINCA EL RETIRO (Mendoza)



Bonarda Barrica [image: image] The Bonarda Barrica exhibits an attractive nose of spice box, blueberry, and blackberry. On the palate there is plenty of vibrant fruit, savory flavors, and an easygoing personality. Drink this tasty, well-balanced effort during its first 3 years.

Malbec Barrica [image: image] Offers a nice mouthful of mineral and black cherry flavors, good balance, and moderate length for near-term enjoyment.

Malbec Reserva Especial [image: image] This wine raises the bar. It’s considerably more expressive, with plenty of peppery, spicy black fruit aromas leaping from the glass. It possesses enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years but can be enjoyed now.

Syrah Barrica [image: image] Meaty, peppery, blueberry, and violet aromas emerge from the glass, leading to a richly flavored, forward, satisfying wine lacking only complexity. At this price, who’s complaining? Drink it during its first 4 years.

Tempranillo Reserva Especial [image: image] The Tempranillo Reserva Especial has plenty of black cherry and blackberry scents. On the palate it has gobs of ripe fruit and a pure finish.

RJ VIÑEDOS (Uco Valley)



Grand Bonarda Joffré e Hijas [image: image] This Bonarda offers up a spicy blue fruit bouquet leading to an easygoing, smooth-textured wine with plenty of uncomplicated, chewy fruit.

Malbec Reserva Joffré e Hijas [image: image] This Malbec offers a bit more structure and complexity than its younger sibling but not as much pure pleasure. It will evolve for 1–2 years and can be enjoyed over the next 6 years.

Pasión 4 Malbec [image: image] The Pasión 4 Malbec exhibits an expressive, smoky nose accompanied by earth notes, violet, and black cherry. The wine has remarkable depth and concentration for its humble price and a lengthy, sweet finish.

ALFREDO ROCA (San Rafael)



Chenin Blanc [image: image] The Chenin Blanc offers up a pleasant nose of melon and floral notes leading to a smooth-textured, easygoing Chenin with decent acidity and modest length. Drink during its first 12–18 months.

Malbec-Merlot [image: image] The Malbec-Merlot has aromas of spice box, cassis, black cherry, and violet. This is followed by a medium-bodied wine with spicy, savory flavors, good balance, and a fruit-filled finish.

BODEGA RUCA MALÉN (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon Lujan de Cuyo [image: image] Dark crimson colored, it exhibits an attractive nose of cedar, black currant, and cassis. This leads to a medium-bodied, elegant wine with ample spicy, ripe black fruits; good depth; and a medium-long finish.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec offers up aromas of cedar, smoke, blueberry, and black cherry, leading to an elegant expression of Malbec with light tannin, excellent balance, and 1–2 years of aging potential.

FELIPE RUTINI (Tupungato)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon surrenders aromas of cedar, damp earth, cassis, and black currant, leading to an elegantly styled wine owing more to Bordeaux than California. Smooth-textured and flavorful, it possesses enough ripe tannin to evolve for a year or two. This well-balanced effort offers a 6-year drinking window.

Chardonnay [image: image] The Chardonnay exhibits an attractive perfume of mineral, pear, apple, and a hint of tropical fruits. This leads to a medium-bodied, smooth-textured wine with lively acidity, excellent flavors, and good balance.

Encuentro [image: image] Is a blend of Malbec and Merlot. The nose exhibits a hint of green olives as well as black currant and blackberry. This leads to a structured wine with tannin to resolve, decent flavors, and moderate length.

Malbec [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec emits scents of cedar, tobacco, blueberry, and black raspberry, leading to a firm, slightly muted wine. The flavors are savory and it has good grip but the finish is slightly compact. Consume it over the near term.

SALENTEIN (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon Reserva [image: image] This Cabernet exhibits a fragrant bouquet of cedar, tobacco, cassis, and black currant. On the palate spice notes emerge along with plenty of savory fruit. Elegantly styled and well-balanced, it will drink well for another 6–8 years.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva offers up a bouquet of wood smoke, pencil lead, mineral, violet, and black cherry. Medium-to full-bodied, the wine has plenty of ripe fruit, enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years, and excellent balance.

Merlot Reserva [image: image] The Merlot Reserva is dark ruby colored, with an enticing perfume of spice box, cedar, cassis, and cherry. Although a bit lean on the palate, it still exhibits tasty flavors and good balance. Drink it over the next several years.

Pinot Noir Reserva [image: image] The medium-ruby-colored Pinot Noir Reserva offers an alluring nose of raspberry, cherry, and rose petal. This leads to a velvety-textured wine with ripe flavors, good depth, and enough structure to last for several more years.

BODEGAS SANTA ANA (Maipu)



Casa de Campo Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon delivers an attractive nose of smoke, lead pencil, cassis, and black currant. This leads to a wine with ripe red and black fruit flavors, excellent balance, and a forward personality.

Casa de Campo Malbec-Shiraz Reserve [image: image] The Malbec (70%)–Shiraz (30%) Reserve exhibits an alluring bouquet of cedar, spice box, earth notes, blueberry, and black cherry followed by a wine with superb depth for its humble price, layers of flavor, and a fruit-filled finish. It may well evolve for a few years but there is no need to defer your gratification.

BENVENUTO DE LA SERNA (Uco valley)



Blend [image: image] The purple-colored Blend is 60% Malbec and 40% Merlot. The bouquet of spice box, cedar, black cherry, and red currant is enticing, leading to a firm wine with attractive, spicy flavors and 1–2 years of aging potential.

SERRERA (Mendoza)



Malbec Perdriel [image: image] The Malbec Perdriel exhibits an enticing perfume of cedar, earth notes, black cherry, and black raspberry. On the palate it is medium bodied with excellent depth of flavor, plenty of spicy fruit, and a lengthy, fruit-filled finish.

Serrera Syrah Tupungato [image: image] The Syrah reveals an attractive blueberry-scented nose followed by a medium-bodied, smooth-textured, ripe, savory wine with excellent balance and good length.

FINCA SOPHENIA (Tupungato)



Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve [image: image] Presents an attractive nose of cedar, mineral, black currant, and blackberry. This elegantly styled wine offers ample sweet fruit, spicy black fruit flavors, good balance, and a medium-long finish.

Malbec Reserve [image: image] The Malbec Reserve presents a primary perfume of wild blueberry, blackberry, and black cherry leading to a layered, savory wine with complex flavors and enough light tannin to support 2 years of further evolution.

SUR DE LOS ANDES (Mendoza)



Bonarda [image: image] The unoaked Bonarda has aromas of blueberry and blackberry. Medium bodied and substantial on the palate, it offers up plenty of spicy black fruits, excellent balance, and pure flavors.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec exhibits a nose of cedar, spice box, and black cherry. This leads to a forward, easygoing wine with savory fruit, good balance, and a fruity finish.

Malbec Reserva [image: image] The Malbec Reserva has an attractive perfume of cedar, spice box, leather, and black cherry. This is followed by a wine with good depth and concentration, savory flavors, and a pure finish.

Torrontés—Cafayate [image: image] Medium straw colored, with an enticing perfume of spring flowers, honey, spice, and pit fruits. On the palate it is smooth textured, dry, and savory with ripe fruit, good balance, and a medium-long finish. Drink this wine during its first 12–18 months.

BODEGA TAPIZ (Mendoza)



Tapiz Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Tapiz Cabernet Sauvignon offers good Cabernet aromas and flavors in a slightly lean, racy style.

Tapiz Malbec [image: image] The Tapiz Malbec offers greater depth and richness in its friendly personality and will deliver pleasure for at least its first 4 years.

Tapiz Syrah [image: image] The Tapiz Syrah delivers an excellent bouquet of smoke, meat, game, and blueberry. Smooth textured with good depth of flavor, this friendly Syrah can be enjoyed now and its first 4 years.

Zolo Malbec [image: image] The Zolo Malbec delivers a pleasant nose of violets and black cherry leading to a smooth textured, easygoing, tasty wine with plenty of up-front fruit and a spicy finish.

Zolo Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The nose gives up toasty oak scents along with mineral, spice box, and black currant. Medium bodied, on the palate it has savory flavors, moderate depth and concentration, good balance, and a fruit-filled finish.

Zolo Reserve Malbec [image: image] The Zolo Reserve Malbec reveals an enticing aromatic array of wood smoke, spice box, violet, blueberry, and black cherry. On the palate it is firm, structured, and well balanced, with all components in harmony.

TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] The purple-colored Malbec offers a fragrant nose of black cherry and violets. This leads to a forward, ripe, fruity wine with savory flavors, good concentration, and a pleasing personality.

Malbec Reserva Vistalba [image: image] The Malbec Reserva delivers more sophisticated aromatics, including cedar, spice box, violets, blueberry, and black cherry. On the palate it is smooth textured, mouth coating, and firmer than its less expensive sibling.

TIKAL (Mendoza)



Patriota [image: image] The Patriota is a blend of 60% Bonarda and 40%

Malbec. It offers an alluring bouquet of spice box, black cherry, and blueberry. It is supple and flavorful on the palate, and additional notes of raspberry and chocolate emerge, accompanied by a complex, rich wine with good structure and length. It way overdelivers for its modest price.

TILIA (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon is a bit lean but nevertheless possesses very good, spicy flavors and decent length.

Chardonnay [image: image] The Chardonnay offers a surprisingly complex bouquet of spring flowers, apple, pear, and tropical fruits. Made in a straightforward style with ripe, tasty flavors, it is ideal for drinking during its first 12–18 months.

Malbec [image: image] My favorite of the Tilia wines is the purple-colored Malbec. The nose reveals plenty of black cherry and black raspberry fruit, and it is medium bodied with a bit of structure.

Malbec-Syrah [image: image] The Malbec-Syrah has an attractive nose of black cherry and blueberry with a good core of fruit, a supple texture, and no hard edges.

Merlot [image: image] The Merlot reveals spicy red fruit aromas and flavors, purity, and excellent depth.

TITTARELLI (Mendoza)



Bonarda Reserva de Familia [image: image] This Bonarda exhibits a very good nose of toasty, smoky blueberry and blackberry that jumps from the glass. Medium bodied, on the palate it has vibrant acidity, gobs of black fruit flavor, surprising depth, and a lengthy finish.

TIZA (Mendoza)



Malbec El Ganador [image: image] Offers up an attractive nose of violet and black cherry. Supple, ripe, and easygoing on the palate, this excellent value has no hard edges.

Malbec Tiza [image: image] The Tiza is more deeply colored with a bouquet of spice box, wood smoke, pencil lead, mineral, and black cherry. Layered, ripe, and intense, it conceals enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years.

MICHEL TORINO (Cafayate)



Don David Malbec [image: image] Reveals notes of cedar, spice box, mineral, black cherry, and black raspberry in its pleasing nose. On the palate it offers elegance, spicy flavors, excellent balance, and a lengthy finish.

Don David Torrontés [image: image] Offers up a superior bouquet of spring flowers, honey, and tropical aromas leading to a dry, elegant version of Torrontés. It has excellent balancing acidity, a smooth texture, and a lengthy finish. Torrontés does not get much better than this.

PASCUAL TOSO (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] The Malbec reveals an alluring nose of black cherry and blueberry, leading to a grapy, smooth-textured, forward wine with tons of flavor. It is an awesome value.

Syrah [image: image] The same can be said for the Syrah as for the Malbec. It presents intense blueberry and pepper aromas and flavors, a forward personality, and exceptional length for its humble price.

TRAPICHE (Mendoza)



Broquel Chardonnay—Mendoza [image: image] The Broquel Chardonnay offers up toasty apple, pear, and tropical aromas leading to a medium-bodied, straightforward wine with lively acidity and moderate length.

Broquel Malbec—Agrelo and Uco Valleys [image: image] The Broquel Malbec offers up aromas of smoke, mineral, spice box, blueberry, and black cherry notes. This is followed by a layered, spicy wine with excellent grip and depth, several years of aging potential, and a long, pure finish.

Broquel Torrontés—Cafayate [image: image] A fragrant, floral-accented wine with crisp, refreshing acidity; dry, slightly tropical flavors with a hint of citrus; and a fruit-filled finish.

TRIVENTO (Mendoza)



Amado Sur [image: image] A blend of Malbec, Syrah, and Bonarda with an alluring perfume of blueberry, black currant, and black cherry, a touch of cedar, and a bit of damp earth. On the palate it is smooth textured, forward, and easy to understand.

Chardonnay Golden Reserve [image: image] The Golden Reserve has an attractive nose of mineral, apple, and pear that jumps from the glass. This leads to a balanced, medium-bodied wine in which tropical fruits emerge, leading to a pure, fruit-filled finish.

Malbec Select [image: image] The Malbec Select reveals aromas of blueberry and black cherry followed by a forward, easygoing wine with plenty of flavor and no hard edges. It is an excellent value and a pleasant introduction to the virtues of Malbec.

TRUMPETER (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon is a forward, tasty effort with cassis and black currant aromas, a supple texture, moderate depth, and good length.

Malbec [image: image] The Malbec offers a pleasant nose of violet and black cherry leading to a forward, fruity, easygoing wine with plenty of flavor and a surprisingly long finish.

Malbec-Syrah [image: image] The Malbec-Syrah contains 50% of each variety. It reveals an excellent bouquet of smoke, earth, blueberry, and black cherry. Soft, forward, and tasty, this ripe crowd-pleaser can be enjoyed during its first 3 years.

VALENTIN BIANCHI (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Valentin Bianchi Cabernet Sauvignon emits aromas of cedar, spice box, tobacco, red currant, and black currant. It makes a firm entry onto the palate with ample savory fruit, good balance, and enough structure to evolve for 1–2 years.

Chardonnay Famiglia Bianchi [image: image] This Chardonnay exhibits toasty tropical aromas leading to a smooth-textured, vibrant wine with lively acidity and good balance. Drink this tasty effort during its first 1–2 years.

Syrah Elsa Bianchi [image: image] The bargain-priced Elsa Bianchi Syrah delivers plenty of up-front blueberry and peppery flavors in an easy-to-understand package.

VENTUS (Patagonia)



Cabernet-Malbec [image: image] The Cabernet-Malbec reveals aromas of cedar, tobacco, cassis, and cherry leading to a forward, balanced wine with good depth, ripe flavors, and solid length.

Chardonnay [image: image] The unoaked Chardonnay delivers a fine perfume of white peach, pear, and a hint of tropicals. Smooth textured and forward, it will provide pleasure during its first 2 years.

Malbec [image: image] This Malbec exhibits aromas of cedar, tobacco, spice box, and black cherry. Focused and forward on the palate, it has a good layering of sweet fruit, savory flavors, good balance, and a pure, fruit-filled finish. It may well evolve for 1–2 years but can be enjoyed now.

Malbec-Syrah [image: image] The emphasis here is on black cherry and blueberry aromas and flavors in an easygoing package. This crowd-pleasing wine will perform well over its first 3 years.

VINITERRA (Mendoza)



Malbec [image: image] Viniterra’s Malbec has an attractive nose of cedar, spice box, violets, and black cherry leading to a smooth-textured, easygoing wine with good concentration and depth.

Select Carmenere [image: image] The Select Carmenere is a pleasant effort with plenty of ripe cassis and blueberry fruit, a supple texture, and moderate length.

Select Malbec [image: image] This bottling is typically more structured and backward than the regular Malbec and will benefit from 1–2 years of additional aging after purchase.

BODEGA VISTALBA (Mendoza)



Corte C [image: image] The Corte C is a blend of Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Bonarda. Surprisingly complex for its humble price, it has plenty of ripe fruit, a firm presence on the palate, good depth, and a medium-long finish.

Tomero Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Tomero Cabernet Sauvignon is a forward, sweetly fruited, tasty wine with plenty of cassis and currant fruit in a style meant for early drinking.

Tomero Malbec [image: image] The Tomero Malbec emphasizes spicy black cherry aromas and flavors in its easygoing personality.

FAMILIA ZUCCARDI (Mendoza)



Cabernet Sauvignon Q [image: image] The Cabernet Sauvignon Q delivers earth notes, tobacco, spice box, and black currant. This leads to a medium-to full-bodied wine with good intensity and grip followed by a firm finish.

Chardonnay [image: image] The barrel-fermented Chardonnay has an attractive bouquet of vanilla, white peach, poached pear, and a hint of tropical fruits. This is followed by a smooth-textured, concentrated wine with excellent balance and a medium-long finish.

Malbec Q [image: image] The Malbec Q offers up notes of cedar, pencil lead, smoke, blueberry, and black cherry. Firm on the palate, the wine has plenty of savory, spicy fruit, good flavors, and an elegant personality.

Tempranillo [image: image] The dark-ruby-colored Tempranillo reveals aromas of smoke, mineral, violet, and blackberry. On the palate it offers lots of spicy black fruits, savory flavors, some elegance, and enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years.
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AUSTRALIAN WINE VALUES

by Dr. Jay Miller

You name it and the Australians no doubt grow it, make it into wine, blend it with something else, and give it an unusual name. And the good news is that much of it sells for less than $25 a bottle. The combination of quality and value that many Australian wines offer despite economic hard times and currency fluctuations is quite remarkable. Like California, and Alsace in France, Australia labels its wine after the grape (or grapes) from which it is made. All the major grapes are used here. While great wines are produced from most varietals, Syrah (called Shiraz in Australia) triumphs over all the others.

Regions

Adelaide Hills (South Australia): Located in southern Australia, this is a high-altitude, cooler-climate region. Chardonnay and Pinot Noir appear to be the varieties with the greatest promise.

Barossa Valley (South Australia): In southern Australia, this huge, well-known viticultural area north of Adelaide is the home of some of the quantitative titans of Australia’s wine industry. It is the source for Australia’s finest wines as well as some of its best values.

Clare Valley (South Australia): Located north of Adelaide and the Barossa Valley, this beautiful area is better known for its white than red wines. Some surprisingly fine Riesling emerges from this area.

Coonawarra (South Australia/Victoria): Coonawarra is among the most respected red wine–growing areas of Australia. It is situated in South Australia, west of the Goulburn Valley. Cabernet Sauvignon is the star here.

Heathcote (Central Victoria): Heathcote is well known for its Cambrian soils and deeply colored, rich Shiraz.

Margaret River (Western Australia): In the very southwestern tip of the country is the Margaret River viticultural zone. Australian wine experts claim that Australia’s most European-style Cabernet Sauvignons and Chardonnays come from this area, which produces wines with higher natural acidities.

McLaren Vale (South Australia): Shiraz, Grenache, and Cabernet Sauvignon can be superb in this region located near Adelaide.

Yarra Valley (Victoria): This is Australia’s most fashionable viticultural area, and its proponents argue that the climate and resulting wines come closest in spirit to those of Bordeaux and Burgundy in France. Pinot Noir and Chardonnay are the two most important grapes.

Vintage Smarts

Australia is a large and diverse country, making it difficult to generalize about vintages. Virtually all of the wines noted here come from the 2005, 2006, and 2007 vintages, with a sprinkling of 2008 white wines that do not require upbringing in oak barrels. These were all good to excellent vintages in South Australia and Victoria.

Drinking Curves

The vast majority of wines in the under-$25 category from Australia are meant to be drunk in their first few years of life. The notable exceptions are the Rieslings from Clare Valley, Eden Valley, and Western Australia. The best of these will reward several years of bottle aging and drink well for 10–12 years.

Australia’s Top Wine Values by Winery

ANNIE’S LANE (Clare Valley)



Shiraz-Grenache-Mourvèdre Copper Trail [image: image] This SGM offers an expressive bouquet of cedar, spice box, earth notes, blueberry, and wild cherry. This easygoing, medium-bodied effort is nicely balanced with enough structure to evolve for 1–2 years and will drink well for 6–8 years.

D’ARENBERG (McLaren Vale)



The Broken Fishplate Sauvignon Blanc [image: image]

The Custodian Grenache [image: image]

d’Arry’s Original Shiraz-Grenache [image: image]

The Dry Dam Riesling [image: image]

The Footbolt Shiraz [image: image]

The Hermit Crab [image: image]

The High Trellis Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

The Last Ditch Viognier [image: image]

The Love Grass Shiraz [image: image]

The Money Spider Roussanne [image: image]

The Olive Grove Chardonnay [image: image]

The Stump Jump Red [image: image]

The Stump Jump White [image: image]

The d’Arenberg portfolio is loaded with values. The winery works with more than 140 growers to fashion their superb blends.

BALGOWNIE ESTATE (Bendigo)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Shiraz [image: image]

Australian cognoscenti continue to regard Balgownie Estate as the leading winery in the thriving region of Bendigo.

BAROSSA VALLEY ESTATE (Barossa)



Chardonnay E Minor [image: image] Offers green apple and pear aromas leading to a nicely balanced, smooth-textured wine with dry flavors, good acidity, and solid length. Drink it over 1–2 years following the vintage.

Shiraz E Minor [image: image] The Shiraz E Minor reveals a touch of cedar, blueberry, and black cherry. On the palate, pepper, spice notes, and plum and cherry flavors emerge. The wine has good depth, decent concentration, and moderate length.

JIM BARRY (Clare Valley)



The Cover Drive Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

The Lodge Hill Riesling [image: image]

The Lodge Hill Shiraz [image: image]

In addition to making some of Australia’s best (and most expensive) wines, Jim Barry also turns out several notable values.

ROLF BINDER (Barossa)



Cabernet Sauvignon–Merlot Halcyon [image: image]

Riesling Highness Eden Valley [image: image]

Shiraz Hales [image: image]

Shiraz-Grenache Halliwell [image: image]

Shiraz-Malbec [image: image]

Viognier Veritas “Hovah” [image: image]

Rolf Binder is one of Australia’s leading vignerons. He works both as a consultant and as a winery owner. His single-vineyard Shiraz cuvées are among the most sought-after collectibles of Australia, but he takes just as much care with his less-expensive wines.

THE BLACK CHOOK (McLaren Vale)



Shiraz-Viognier [image: image] The Shiraz (96%)–Viognier (6%) is a crowd-pleaser, with the nose receiving an uplift from the Viognier component. Aromas of smoke, plum, and blueberry are enticing and lead to a full-bodied wine with a smooth texture, ripe flavors with depth, and a long finish.

Black Chook VMR [image: image] The VMR is composed of 80% Viognier and 10% each of Marsanne and Roussanne. It offers aromas of white peach and apricot followed by a medium-bodied wine with good depth, ripe fruit flavors, and a long, refreshing finish.

BLEASDALE VINEYARDS (Langhorne Creek)



Bremerview Shiraz [image: image]

Mulberry Tree Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Bleasdale has been a consistent overachiever through the years. Today it is one of the top wineries in the up-and-coming Langhorne Creek region.

BROKENWOOD (Hunter Valley)



Cricket Pitch White [image: image] A blend of 60% Sauvignon Blanc and 40% Sémillon. It offers up aromas of citrus, melon, and minerals leading to a crisp, dry wine with ripe flavors, good concentration, and a lengthy finish.

Sémillon [image: image] The Sémillon exhibits a bouquet of citrus, melon, and lemon sherbet. Crisp, intensely flavored, and long, it can be enjoyed over several years.

GRANT BURGE (Barossa)



Miamba Shiraz [image: image] Grant Burge is a large winery that produces a decidedly mixed bag of wines. Occasionally they produce a real gem, such as their Miamba Shiraz.

CASCABEL (McLaren Vale)



Tipico [image: image] Tipico is an estate-grown blend of Grenache, Shiraz, and Monastrell. It offers plenty of savory fruit, excellent depth, and a lengthy, pure finish.

CAT AMONGST THE PIGEONS (Barossa)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Chardonnay [image: image]

Riesling [image: image]

Shiraz [image: image]

Shiraz-Cabernet [image: image]

Shiraz-Grenache [image: image]

Cat Amongst the Pigeons has followed up its brilliant debut with another fine set of wines. Two white wines have been added to the portfolio. The portfolio ranks among Australia’s greatest wine values. They are all worth a try.

CHATEAU CHATEAU (McLaren Vale)



Skulls Red Wine [image: image] Chateau Chateau is a label created by importer Dan Philips and marketed under the R Wines umbrella. This is their entry-level Grenache and is highly recommended.

DE BORTOLI (Yarra Valley)



Chardonnay Vat 7 [image: image]

Petit Verdot Vat 4 [image: image]

Petite Sirah DB Selection [image: image]

Petite Sirah Vat 1 [image: image]

Pinot Noir Rosé [image: image]

Pinot Noir Vat 10 [image: image]

Shiraz Vat 8 [image: image]

Shiraz Vat 9 [image: image]

De Bortoli produces a substantial amount of wine (it has 4 winemaking facilities), but under the leadership of manager/winemaker Steve Webber this has not been a deterrent to high quality. The main winery facility, which I visited in September 2008, is located in the cooler climate of the Yarra Valley, where the focus is on Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. The value wines merit equal attention.

DEVIATION ROAD (Adelaide Hills)



Chardonnay [image: image] The Chardonnay has an attractive nose of apple and pear, ripe flavors on the palate, good balance, and a fruit-filled finish.

Sauvignon Blanc [image: image] Offers up a bouquet of fresh herbs, melon, citrus, and floral notes leading to a creamy, vibrant, intensely flavored Sauvignon with exceptional depth and length. It should be drunk within 2 years of the vintage.

DUTSCHKE (Barossa)



WillowBend [image: image] WillowBend is a blend of Shiraz, Merlot, and Cabernet Sauvignon. Purple colored, it offers a fragrant bouquet of cedar, spice box, cassis, black cherry, and blueberry. Medium- to full-bodied on the palate, it has plenty of succulent fruit in its forward personality.

EARTHWORKS (Barossa)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] An expressive nose of spice box and black currants leading to a medium-bodied, smooth-textured, easygoing wine with abundant sweet fruit, light tannin, and a long, fruit-filled finish.

Shiraz [image: image] The Shiraz exhibits aromas of smoke, sausage, bacon, and blueberry that jump from the glass. Medium-bodied, ripe, and sweet with no hard edges, it can be enjoyed for 4–6 years following the vintage.

FETISH (Barossa)



Playmates [image: image] The Playmates is a blend of Mataro and Grenache. It exhibits an attractive nose of underbrush, mineral, spice box, blueberry, blackberry, and a hint of chocolate. On the palate it has plenty of sweet blue and black fruit, succulent flavors, light tannin, and a lengthy finish.

Shiraz the Watcher [image: image] The Shiraz the Watcher is all about pleasure. Uncomplicated but very flavorful, on the palate it exhibits loads of ripe blue and black fruits, an easygoing personality, and a seamless finish.

Viognier V Spot [image: image] Offers a nose of spring flowers, apricots, and white peach. On the palate it reveals a touch of oak, vibrant acidity, and racy flavors.

GLAETZER (Barossa)



The Wallace [image: image] A blend of Shiraz and Grenache, this wine reveals a fragrant bouquet of cedar, scorched earth, pencil lead, black cherry, and blueberry. On the palate it has an elegant personality with racy, slightly tart fruit flavors, good concentration, and a silky finish.

HUGH HAMILTON (McLaren Vale)



The Rascal Shiraz [image: image] The Rascal Shiraz reveals an attractive bouquet of smoked meat, blueberry, and blackberry. Layered on the palate, it has excellent depth and grip and enough structure to evolve for several years.

The Villain Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Villain Cabernet Sauvignon reveals notes of eucalyptus and black currant in its aromatics. On the palate it exhibits a racy style with good balance and moderate length.

RICHARD HAMILTON (McLaren Vale)



Gumprs Shiraz [image: image] The Gumprs Shiraz, which contains 3% cofermented Viognier, exhibits a fragrant perfume of cedar, spice box, violets, blueberry, and blackberry. This medium-bodied Shiraz should be enjoyed through 2015.

ANDREW HARDY (McLaren Vale)



Little Ox Shiraz [image: image] Opaque purple in color with a superb nose of mineral, cedar, blackberry, and blueberry. Rich and layered, this Shiraz typically evolves for several years but can be enjoyed upon purchase.

HEGGIES (Eden Valley)



Chardonnay [image: image] The Heggies Chardonnay has an excellent bouquet of toasty oak, mineral, pear, apple, and white peach. On the palate it is reminiscent of a midlevel white Burgundy in its medium-bodied style and elegance. Nicely balanced, it usually drinks well for several years.

HENSCHKE (Adelaide Hills)



Tilly’s Vineyard [image: image] A blend of Sémillon, Sauvignon Blanc, and Chardonnay. It offers up a fragrant nose of citrus and melon leading to a medium-bodied wine with complex flavors, good acidity, and a lengthy finish. In style, it could easily pass for a quality Pessac-Léognan from Bordeaux.

HEWITSON (Adelaide Hills)



Sauvignon Blanc LuLu [image: image] The Sauvignon Blanc LuLu offers a superb bouquet of melon, citrus, and mineral. That leads to a broad, full-flavored, intense Sauvignon for drinking over the 2 years following the vintage.

HOPE ESTATE (Hunter Valley)



Merlot [image: image]

Shiraz [image: image]

Shiraz-Malbec [image: image]

Verdelho [image: image]

Hope Estate offers some of the finer values coming out of Hunter Valley.

INNOCENT BYSTANDER (Yarra Valley)



Chardonnay [image: image]

Pinot Gris [image: image]

Pinot Noir [image: image]

Innocent Bystander produces some of the better values coming out of the pricey Yarra Valley.

JIP JIP ROCKS (Limestone Coast)



Chardonnay [image: image]

Shiraz [image: image]

Shiraz–Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

These are well-made efforts that merit serious consumer attention. They are meant for near-term drinking, within 2–3 years of the vintage.

TREVOR JONES (Barossa)



Boots Grenache [image: image] Sourced from 65-year-old vines, this wine offers a lovely perfume of spice box, wild strawberries, and kirsch leading to a medium- to full-bodied, smooth-textured, tasty Grenache with layers of flavor and excellent length.

Boots Shiraz [image: image] Exhibits aromas of cedar, smoke, blueberry, and blackberry followed by a medium-bodied, lean, elegant wine with bright fruit and a slightly tart finish.

Virgin Chardonnay [image: image] The Virgin receives no oak treatment. It offers an alluring bouquet of white peach, pear, and baked apple. Medium-bodied, with excellent concentration, the wine is mouth-filling, rich, and long in the finish.

KAESLER STONEHORSE (Barossa)



GSM [image: image] The GSM is a blend of Grenache, Shiraz, and Mourvèdre with an attractive nose of cedar, spice box, earth notes, and black cherry. This leads to a forward, easygoing wine with savory red and blue fruit flavors, plenty of spice, and a silky finish.

Stonehorse Shiraz [image: image] This Shiraz emits an enticing aromatic array of balsam wood, spice box, blueberry, and black cherry. Dense and rich on the palate, it has the structure and fruit to evolve for 1–2 years following the vintage.

KOONOWLA (Clare Valley)



Riesling [image: image] Exhibits floral notes, spice, poached pear, and lemon-lime aromas. On the palate it is medium bodied with superb concentration, vibrant acidity, and ripe flavors. In a good vintage it will evolve for 6–8 years and drink for 10–15 years.

KURTZ FAMILY VINEYARDS (Barossa)



Boundary Row GSM [image: image] Boundary Row GSM is a blend of Grenache, Shiraz, and Mourvèdre exhibiting an alluring bouquet of cedar, leather, earth notes, spice box, wild cherry, and blueberry. This leads to a mouth-filling wine that is layered, sweet, and expansive on the palate.

LANGMEIL (Barossa)



Shiraz-Viognier Hangin’ Snakes [image: image] The purple-colored Shiraz (95%)–Viognier (5%) blend reveals aromas of violets, black cherry, and blueberry leading to a succulent, forward wine for drinking in its first 4 years.

LECONFIELD (Coonawarra)



Chardonnay [image: image] Leconfield’s Chardonnay offers a nose of toasty oak, mineral, pear, and apple leading to a medium-bodied, elegant wine with a creamy texture and soft acidity. Nicely balanced, it should drink well for at least 4 years after the vintage.

LEEUWIN ESTATE (Margaret River)



Riesling Art Series [image: image]

Siblings Shiraz [image: image]

Leeuwin Estate is renowned for its (expensive) Art Series Chardonnay, but the rest of the portfolio is quite reasonably priced, and several of the offerings are superb values.

LENGS & COOTER (Clare Valley)



Riesling [image: image] Lengs & Cooter’s Riesling has a fragrant perfume of mineral, petrol, citrus, and honeysuckle. Dry and crisp on the palate, slightly tart lemon-lime flavors emerge and lead to a moderately long, refreshing finish. It will drink well for 3–4 years following the vintage.

DE LISIO (McLaren Vale)



Quarterback [image: image] De Lisio’s entry-level Quarterback is a blend of Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Grenache. It offers serious bang for the buck.

LONGWOOD (McLaren Vale)



The Shearer Shiraz [image: image] A spicy bouquet with notes of blueberry and black cherry, followed by a medium- to full-bodied, smooth Shiraz with ample ripe fruit; spicy, savory flavors; good balance; and a fruit-filled finish.

MADCAP WINES (Barossa)



Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Cabernet has an excellent perfume of smoke, pencil lead, black currant, and blackberry. Supple and ripe on the palate, the wine is nicely layered, full flavored, and well balanced.

Riesling [image: image] Madcap’s Riesling is light straw colored, with an expressive bouquet of mineral, lemon-lime, and melon. This is followed by a dry, crisp wine with vibrant acidity, good concentration and depth, some complexity, and a lengthy finish.

Shiraz Pastor Fritz [image: image] The Shiraz Pastor Fritz has aromas of pencil lead, blueberry, and blackberry liqueur leading to a mouth-filling, fruity, concentrated wine with gobs of flavor.

MAGPIE ESTATE (Barossa)



The Call Bag [image: image] A blend of Mourvèdre and Grenache, this wine has an enticing perfume of underbrush, mineral, wild cherry, and blackberry leading to a glossy, ripe, intensely flavored wine with enough structure to evolve for 2–3 years in a good vintage.

The Fakir Grenache [image: image] The Fakir Grenache has a bouquet of earth, spice, and wild cherry elements. On the palate it has a velvety texture, plenty of ripe cherry-accented fruit, and a plush finish.

Salvation Gewurztraminer [image: image] The Salvation Gewurztraminer has a fragrant bouquet of baking spices, rose petals, and lychees. Crisp, ripe, and flavorful, it should be consumed with Asian cuisine.

The Magpie Estate wines are made by Rolf Binder.

MITOLO (McLaren Vale)



Jester Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Jester Shiraz [image: image]

Jester Sangiovese Rosé [image: image]

The Mitolo wines are made by the talented Ben Glaetzer. The Jester label is the entry level for this high-quality portfolio.

MOLLYDOOKER (McLaren Vale)



The Boxer Shiraz [image: image]

The Maître D’ Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

The Scooter Merlot [image: image]

Two Left Feet [image: image]

The Violinist Verdelho [image: image]

Mollydooker is the label of the renowned winemaking team of Sarah and Sparky Marquis. These are among the greatest red wine values anywhere and should not be missed.

MR. RIGGS (McLaren Vale)



Shiraz the Gaffer [image: image] The nose of the Shiraz the Gaffer reveals wood smoke, spice box, pencil lead, mineral, and blueberry. Structured on the palate, it typically requires 2–3 years to unwind and fill out in the finish.

GREG NORMAN ESTATES (Eden Valley)



Chardonnay [image: image] Greg Norman’s Chardonnay is made in the popular style exemplified by Kendall-Jackson. The nose offers some oak notes and aromas of white peach and pear. This leads to a smooth-textured wine with an excellent layering of apple and pit-fruit flavors with a hint of tropical fruits in the background.

OXFORD LANDING (South Australia)



Chardonnay [image: image]

Oxford Landing Merlot [image: image]

Oxford Landing Sauvignon Blanc [image: image]

Massive quantities of Oxford Landing are produced and usually steeply discounted. In the scheme of things, amongst much mediocrity, they offer solid value.

PENFOLDS (South Australia)



Bin 28 Kalimna Shiraz [image: image]

Bin 51 Riesling [image: image]

Koonunga Hills Shiraz–Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Thomas Hyland Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image]

Thomas Hyland Chardonnay [image: image]

Penfolds is a giant producer that makes good-quality wines from the top to the bottom of the portfolio. The value wines are often heavily discounted and can offer significant value.

PENLEY ESTATE (Coonawarra)



Cabernet Sauvignon Phoenix [image: image]

Cabernet Sauvignon–Shiraz [image: image]

Merlot Gryphon [image: image]

Shiraz Hyland [image: image]

Penley Estate is a candidate (along with Majella) for top producer in the prestigious region of Coonawarra. Their top-end wines are superb, while these value-priced offerings are nearly as good. They are remarkable values.

PEWSEY VALE (Eden Valley)



Dry Riesling [image: image] Pewsey Vale’s Dry Riesling is light straw colored, with an alluring bouquet of honeysuckle, citrus, and apple. Medium bodied, with crisp, ripe, succulent fruit and buttressing acidity, this dry, tasty effort is capable of evolving for 3–4 years.

Prima Riesling [image: image] The Prima Riesling is made in a slightly less dry style. It has an outstanding aromatic array of petrol, spring flowers, mineral, and citrus. Light bodied and semisweet, there is more than enough acidity to provide balance and a structure for further development in the bottle.

PIKE & JOYCE (Adelaide Hills)



Pinot Noir [image: image] The Pinot Noir has a reticent red cherry and raspberry perfume. This is followed by a forward, easygoing Pinot with ample fruit, good balance, and an elegant personality.

Sauvignon Blanc [image: image] The Sauvignon Blanc offers an attractive bouquet of mineral and grapefruit leading to a smooth-textured wine with ripe citrus and melon flavors, lively acidity, and a crisp finish. Drink this Loire-styled Sauvignon within 1–2 years of the vintage.

PIKES (Clare Valley)



The Assemblage [image: image]

Dry Riesling [image: image]

Luccio [image: image]

The Red Mullet [image: image]

Shiraz Eastside [image: image]

Pikes is one of the top producers of the Clare Valley, known for their elegant style of winemaking. Although all of their wines are good, their particular specialty is ageworthy Riesling.

PILLAR BOX (Padthaway)



Red [image: image] The Pillar Box Red is a blend of Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot. It exhibits an expressive nose of spice box, earth notes, blueberry, and black currant. Ripe, sweet, and layered, this nicely rendered red has exceptional balance and length for its humble price.

Reserve Shiraz [image: image] The Pillar Box Reserve Shiraz delivers an enticing nose of cedar, spice notes, violet, black currant, and blueberry. On the palate the wine is full bodied, plush, and layered, with notes of clove, briar patch, and road tar making an appearance. Round and velvety on the palate with excellent length, it can be enjoyed now but will evolve for several years.

White [image: image] Pillar Box White is a blend of Sauvignon Blanc, Verdelho, and Chardonnay. It offers up a fragrant bouquet of lime, grapefruit, and kiwi with a touch of fresh herbs. On the palate hints of pineapple and other tropical fruits emerge. This smooth-textured, crisp, refreshing wine overdelivers in a big way.

R WINES (South Australia)



R Wines encompasses four familiar labels—Marquis Philips, 3 Rings, Roogle, and Bitch—along with several others created especially for R Wines. Needless to say, the packaging of these wines is amazingly creative, but, more important, what is in the bottle consistently over-delivers from low end to high end.

Bon-Bon Rosé [image: image] Bon-Bon Rosé is made from 100% Shiraz. Medium pink, it exhibits fragrant aromas of strawberry and rhubarb. Barely off-dry and crisp, there is ample ripe fruit and a long, refreshing finish.

(Little) r Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The (Little) r Cabernet Sauvignon has an expressive perfume of cedar, smoke, tar, and black currants. Ripe and layered on the palate, it has a medium- to full-bodied, fruit-driven personality with plenty of spicy black fruits, excellent depth, and a lengthy finish.

R Ose Rosé of Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] A 100% Cabernet Sauvignon rosé from McLaren Vale. It has a fragrant perfume of wild strawberries and cherries. Savory on the palate, it has very good depth and a long, pure finish.

Evil Cabernet Sauvignon [image: image] The Evil Cabernet Sauvignon reveals a fragrant bouquet of cedar and black currants. Fruit driven, full bodied, with tons of flavor, this Cabernet is an exceptional value.

Pure Evil Chardonnay [image: image] The Pure Evil Chardonnay has an attractive perfume of butterscotch, spice box, baked apple, and poached pear, more like the nose of a wine three times the price. It delivers intense, ripe, spicy flavors buttressed by good acidity and a long finish.

Bitch Grenache [image: image] Bitch Grenache presents an alluring bouquet of earth, smoke, cherry, and strawberry. Supple, sweet, and tasty, this wine totally overdelivers for its humble price.

Roogle Red [image: image] Roogle Red is composed of Shiraz, Merlot, and Cabernet Sauvignon. It offers attractive aromas of cedar, cassis, blueberry, and plum. Plush and fruit-driven on the palate, this is a ripe, tasty wine for casual quaffing with burgers and pizza.
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