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Pictured are three of the 8 of 8 Winchester Model 21 Grand American sets produced with 20, 28, and 410 gauge barrels. Only four of the planned eight sets were ever built. They are valued today at $80,000 each. (Courtesy Dave Riffle. Photo by Dennis Adler)
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To Jeanne for uttering those prophetic words:

“Maybe we should start collecting Winchesters...”
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Foreword

By R.L. Wilson

In the study and appreciation of American history, and in understanding the crucial role played by firearms in that extraordinary saga, the two most famous gunmakers are Colt and Winchester. Their products are so much in demand that they indisputably hold the title of the Blue Chips of gun collecting.

And while a notable amount of literature on these marques has appeared in print, much of it from the period of post-World War II, there are still major categories which demand focused books. Such works are in response not only to the “need to know” from students, historians and collectors, but also are a powerful reflection of the ever-expanding explosion of interest in the magical world of firearms.

In Winchester Shotguns, Dennis Adler does a great service to all those keen on Winchester arms and accessories – and to the company itself. This title fills a distinct void, and does it superbly.

As in his previous firearms books, Dennis captures the beauty, craftsmanship, technology and romance of his subject not only with richly-worded text, but in magnificent color photographs. The study of arms is a highly visual, and technical, pursuit. Having the objects sitting on a page, as if they are on the reader’s desk, is a true delight. Few photographers can equal those images of excellence. And no one today can match his combination of skill, aptitude and artistry at doing both text and photographs.

This foreword presents an opportunity not only to recognize those special Adler touches, but also to comment on the synergy between the world of firearms, and that of the automobile. So many enthusiasts in the realm of cars are also keen on guns – and vice versa. And no other author has achieved so much in both fields. Further, with his relative youth, there is no doubt much, much more to come from Dennis Adler.

Among the Winchester enthusiasts who are also collectors, keen on both fine guns and great cars – consider the following: publisher Robert E, Petersen, Hunting World founder Robert M. Lee, editor/publisher David E. Davis, and gunmakers William B. Ruger, Sr. and Jr. Even though he did not have the time or opportunity to become a “car crank,” Theodore Roosevelt not only loved his Winchesters (primarily rifles), but he was the first President of the United States to ride in an automobile.

Crossing the fine line between the gun and the automobile, Dennis Adler is doing both worlds a greatly appreciated service. It is my pleasure, and honor, to take the same considerable degree of enjoyment in reading Winchester Shotguns, as I do in devouring the Dennis Adler series on exotic and historic automobiles, as well as his previously published firearms volumes.

And I join with thousands of others in looking forward to more from the Adler word machine, and cameras!

–R.L.W.



Preface and Acknowledgements

Collecting can get you into a whole lot of trouble. Some 30 years ago I found myself drawn to Smith & Wesson revolvers. Many thousands of dollars later I realized there were more enticing S&W models out there than I could ever afford. Segue. I started collecting Broomhandle Mausers. Many, many thousands of dollars later I realized there were more enticing Broomhandle models out there than I could ever afford. Segue. I started collecting Colt cap-and-ball revolvers. Of course, by now I was writing books about them, the first titled Colt Blackpowder published in 1998 by Steve Fjestad and Blue Book Publications. Four more books followed on black powder arms. Segue. Post Civil War cartridge conversion revolvers were next and another book, this one titled Metallic Cartridge Conversions, published in 2002.
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The author with his 12-gauge Winchester Model 21 Skeet gun.

Winchesters, of course, were always on my mind but as the reader can tell from my previous collecting habits and books, my interests were focused entirely on historic handguns. Then I bought a Winchester Model 101 Super Pigeon, followed by a 1901 lever-action shotgun and a Model 1897 pump, and as the late Ronald Reagan liked to say, “Well, there he goes again.” I finally got smart though; this time Jeanne, my very supportive, gun collecting better half and I were in it together, and I already had a book deal! So, here I go again.

It is interesting that a full color coffee table-style book has never been done on Winchester shotguns. My good friend and colleague R.L. Wilson has written many of the definitive books on the Winchester Repeating Arms Co., including the consummate history published in 1991 by Random House, Winchester – An American Legend. But even Larry never delved into the complete history of the shotguns built in New Haven as a standalone book. As always, whenever I have asked him why a book hasn’t been done on a given subject of my interest, his standard reply has been, “Why don’t you write one?” Thus inspired once again, Winchester Shotguns is the result.

As with all of my previous firearms books, and automotive history books, there are countless people behind the scenes who contribute a great deal of time and without whose help most of my books would not have been possible.

Within the world of firearms collecting there are many who specialize in specific makes and models. Among Winchester collectors, Dave Riffle has earned a place as both a respected Winchester collector and dealer with a penchant for the Model 12 and Model 21. His collection makes up a considerable portion of this book. My thanks to Dave for helping bring this one to life and for allowing me to move in with him and upset his entire house for a week with a studio.

Then there are collectors who have a passion for just one model, and make it a life’s-goal to acquire every variation and year of manufacture produced. I know of an automotive enthusiast who only collects American cars built in 1957. He’s got a warehouse full. Another who only collects Lincolns, and the list goes on. Among Winchester collectors, few have more Model 1897 pump-action shotguns than Gary Reynolds, who allowed me to photograph the finest examples in his collection. What you will see in the chapter covering the legendary Model 1893, Model 1897, Model 97, and riot and trench gun variations, represents one of the finest assemblages of historic Winchesters ever published.

Last, and certainly not least, how could one do a book on Winchester shotguns without going to the source, the U.S. Repeating Arms Co. and the home of Winchester in New Haven, Connecticut? While the Cody Firearms Museum in Cody, Wyoming is the cultural center of Winchester history, the heart and soul of Winchester is still in New Haven, not far from the original buildings erected by Oliver Winchester in the mid 19th century. It is here that the history of Winchester has been preserved with representative examples of nearly every model produced, as well as experimental models never put into production. A studio was once again built and the history of Winchester shotguns recorded in the very room where the finest collection in the world resides. My thanks to Lee Harris of Winchester for allowing me not only to visit the private company collection in New Haven but to photograph everything from a Model 1879 double hammer gun to the latest camouflaged Super X2. To say we couldn’t have done it without you Lee would be an understatement.

Even with all that, we still couldn’t get every gun we wanted to photograph. Fortunately, we have yet another ally in Patrick Hogan, President of the Rock Island Auction Company in Moline, Illinois, and Greg Martin, President of Greg Martin Auctions in San Francisco, California.

Both Rock Island and Greg Martin Auctions offer some of the world’s finest Winchester shotguns each year, among countless other historic arms. They also have first class photographic departments to record the images used in the beautiful Rock Island and Greg Martin auction catalogs. Greg and Patrick have filled in the gaps with a handful of models that were simply unavailable to photograph, giving this book representative examples of nearly every Winchester shotgun ever produced.

Finally, there was one more Model 1879 we needed, the only example extant chambered in 16 gauge and Brian Merz of Merz Antique Guns in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, came up with the photo to complete our Introduction on the British-built Winchester double hammer guns. And of course my friends Mark McNeely and Chuck Ahern at Allegheny Trade Co. in Duncansville, Pennsylvania, pitched in with antique Winchester shell boxes, brass shells and an early Model 1897 for use as photo props. Thanks guys, as always.

To Jeanne, Larry, Lee, and all the collectors and auction companies who participated in the creation of this first ever full-color history of Winchester shotguns, I offer my humble thanks and appreciation. Segue.

—Dennis Adler
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Fine engraving and hand checkering of the wrist and pistol grip on a Class B model.

Owned by Winchester Repeating Arms Co. and part of the factory collection, this well preserved 12 gauge Class B hammer gun is representative of the quality of construction and high level of embellishment even the third tier models received.
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The British-built Winchester hammer guns did not bear a maker’s mark. All of the examples sold by WRA Co. were marked atop the barrel rib, Winchester Repeating Arms Co. New Haven Conn U.S.A. Also note that the Class, in this instance (Class B) was marked within the barrel address.
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This view shows the fine Damascus barrels used for the Winchester hammer guns, superb hand engraving and checkering.
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This view shows the Class B laminated steel barrels, fine steel bar locks, rebounding hammers, patent top lever, and double bolt.



Introduction

The First Winchester Shotguns

Model 879

It has been said that Colt’s .45 Peacemaker and the Winchester Model 1873 lever action rifle were “The Guns That Won The West,” and that may be true, but there was nothing on the American frontier that could disperse a mob, settle an argument, or dispense swift justice faster than a shotgun.

Throughout the 1860s and 1870s, Winchester built an unrivaled reputation with its famed lever-action rifles, just as Colt had established itself as an American icon in the 1850s with its single action revolvers. But the most affordable, practical, and easiest to handle firearm on the American frontier, either for self-defense or hunting, was a double barrel shotgun. The simple shotgun in the hands of farmers, frontier women, sons and daughters, lawmen, and the lawless, might not have been the gun that won the west, but it was most certainly the gun that settled it.
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Oliver Fisher Winchester was born November 30, 1810, and died on December 10, 1880. In his life he went from a New England farm boy to a world-renowned industrialist and entrepreneur. In addition to his role in building the Winchester Repeating Arms Company, he was a generous patron of Yale University, a founder of the Yale National Bank and the New Haven Water Company, and was elected Lieutenant Governor of Connecticut in 1866. The New Haven Palladium eulogized him as “an eminent citizen, to whose public spirit and private enterprise [New Haven] is indebted for much of her present prosperity...the great establishment which he organized, and to which he gave his name, stands to-day as a monument to the great ability and enterprise which marked his whole business career.” (Photo courtesy R.L. Wilson)

Both Colt, in Hartford, Connecticut, and its closest competitor, E. Remington & Sons, in Ilion, New York, offered their own brand of shotguns beginning in the 1870s, while Winchester, preferring to concentrate on improving and expanding its line of rifles, continued to import side-by-side shotguns from Great Britain well into the 1880s and sell them under the Winchester name.

Oliver Winchester had established the New Haven Arms Co. of New Haven, Connecticut, in 1857 to perfect the design and manufacturing of the Volcanic repeating rifle and pistol, the fundament of the first Winchester lever action model. The Volcanics, offered in both pistol and rifle versions, were never highly successful and Oliver Winchester continually sought to improve them. Inventor-gun-maker Benjamin Tyler Henry, Winchester’s plant superintendent, finally took the Volcanic’s design to task at Oliver Winchester’s behest, but eventually started over, and three years later, in 1860, gave Winchester the repeater he had sought to build, the first successful, magazine-fed, breech-loading, lever-action rifle. Patented October 16, 1860, it was to become known as the Henry rifle.

To Oliver Winchester’s fortune the start of the Civil War in 1861 made the Henry, which went into production in 1862, one of the most admired and feared weapons in the hands of U.S. troops, and one of the most coveted prizes for any Confederate soldier. Ironically, the U.S. War Department didn’t purchase Henry rifles for the Federal Troops in any significant number, instead individual soldiers and units purchased them at their own expense. The Army simply had too many different types of rifles and ammunition in its arsenal, and no one, except those in the field, recognized the value of the 16-shot, .44 rimfire Henry repeater.
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Two views show the hammers at half cock and full cock. The legend Winchester Class. B. appears on both sides of the frame within the engraving.
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Patent forearm snap (at front) was among the features offered only on Match Guns and Class A and B models. Class C and D models used the old style wedge fastener for the forearm. Also note the very fine hand checkering of the forearm and engraving of the frame and trigger guard.
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Rounded pistol grip was offered on all models, however, examples have been seen with straight English stocks as well.

Regarded as less than ideal for combat because of the Henry’s open follower slot on the lower side of the magazine tube, and its propensity to jamming if not carefully maintained, in a fight the Henry was worth a dozen soldiers armed with single shot percussion U.S. Rifled Muskets. The Rebels on the receiving end began calling the Henry that “Damned Yankee rifle you can load on Sunday and shoot all week.” During the War Between the States, soldiers armed with Henry lever-action rifles decided many a skirmish.

By 1866 the Henry design had been further improved and Oliver Winchester had renamed his venture the Winchester Repeating Arms Company. The Winchester lever-action rifle of the late 1860s was an unparalleled success, easily the greatest advance in firearms design since Samuel Colt had received his patent for the single action revolver.

For Winchester, however, the manufacturing of shotguns was initially of secondary concern and beginning in 1879, only then did the New Haven arms maker begin importing side-by-side shotguns of exceptional quality built in Birmingham, England. A year earlier, Winchester had imported cheaper grade hammer doubles and sold them through the New York sales depot. Even though they were not marked with the Winchester name, they quickly sold out, encouraging Winchester to import the finer grades in 1879.

The British-built Winchester Model 1879 shotguns were marked atop the barrel rib, Winchester Repeating Arms Co. New Haven Conn U.S.A. The receivers were also marked Winchester and further noted the grade of the model ranging from Class A through Class D and Match Gun, the latter being the top of the line. This same inscription was also included within the address on the barrel rib. The Class B was one of the most popular and those found today in very good condition sell for several thousand dollars. According to the latest Blue Book of Gun Values, 26th Edition, a Class A or Match Gun in 95%+ condition can bring over $4,000. At auction, however, a Match Gun in 95% condition often demands twice that estimate on today’s market and it is not unusual to see asking prices of $8,000, nearly 100 times the original retail!

[image: images]

[image: images]

Beautifully detailed engraving remains fairly sharp on this Class B example retaining a smooth blue-brown patina. (Photos courtesy Rock Island Auction Company)
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Pictured is an extremely rare Class B example chambered in 10 gauge, with the 32-inch solid rib barrel. Bears Birmingham export marks with both 10 and 12 gauge markings, but again no indication of the maker. (Photo courtesy Rock Island Auction Company)

The Model 1879 side-by-sides were double hammer guns with finish and engraving commensurate to grade. Beautiful Damascus barrels, case colored receiver, hammers, break lock, and trigger guard, combined with select walnut stocks and forearms contributed to the Winchester’s value and appearance. Fine hand checkering on the forearm and round knob pistol grip stock completed the handsome design. The elegant and highly detailed hand engraving on the Class B, Class A, and Match Gun made the Winchester doubles popular among sportsmen, while the lesser grades found their way into the hands of settlers, lawmen, and shopkeepers. Known makers of the Winchester double guns were W.C. Scott & Sons (later acquired by the prestigious firm of Holland & Holland), C.G. Bonehill, W.C. McEntree & Co., and Richard Rodman.[1] It is not known which manufacturer made the various guns, as there are no maker’s marks. All of these guns, however, bore English proof marks. Some examples of Match Guns and Class A guns also had WRA Co engraved on the trigger guard. [2]

Between 1879 and 1884, when Winchester discontinued their importation, it is estimated that 10,000 examples of varying grades were ordered by Winchester agent P.G. Sanford and sold through the company’s New York City sales branch, which was the exclusive retailer.

The Winchester catalog of 1879 included an insert describing the five grades of Double Barrel Breech Loading Shotguns. The 1880 catalog listed the retail prices as follows [3]:

Winchester Match Gun$85.00

Class A 70.00

Class B 60.00

Class C 50.00

Class D 40.00
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The best of the best in Winchester doubles was the Match Gun and this example in very fine overall condition is well representative of the handsome engraving and finish afforded the costliest models. Chambered in 10 gauge with 32 inch Damascus barrels, the barrels and frame carry British provisioned proofs and the barrels are marked “10B/12M” indicating a bore size in between. The bores measure .741. The highly embellished action is engraved with scrolls; the locks each have an oval with a hunting dog on it and are marked Winchester repeating Arms Co. Match Gun. The trigger guard is engraved with the fancy WRC&C monogram. (Photos courtesy Rock Island Auction Company)
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This superb Winchester Match Gun is chambered for 20 gauge shells and fitted with shorter 26-inch Damascus barrels. This example has the maker serial number 2199 on the bottom of the barrel, Birmingham proofs and several sets of initials, which unfortunately do not help identify the maker. Engraving is similar to the 10 gauge model shown. (Photos courtesy Rock Island Auction Company)
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This is by far one of the most rare of all British built Model 1879 Winchester doubles. Embellished with customary Match Gun engraving and markings, gun No. 1310 is the only known example chambered in 16 gauge. (Photos by Brian Merz, courtesy LeRoy Merz Collection)
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The number of shotgun shells displayed on this vintage Winchester cartridge board illustrates how significant a role the shotgun has played in Winchester firearms history.

[image: images]

This assortment of Winchester, Western and Peters shotgun shells illustrate the variety of gauges Winchester had offered over the past 125 years.

In addition to the five grades, barrels could be selected in 26-inch, 30-inch and 32-inch lengths and chambered in 10 gauge, 12 gauge, 20 gauge, or 16 gauge. Examples of all three barrel lengths are known.

The 1880 Sales Depot Catalog provided details of the five grades and identified a sixth grade, the Club Gun, which was much like the Class A. As noted in the catalog, the top-of-the-line “Match Gun” featured fine laminated steel barrels, full choke, fine steel bar rebounding locks, Scott’s patented top lever, Purdy’s Double Bolt, extension rib, solid head strikers, patent forearm snap, half pistol hand, low hammers, and horn buttplate. Drop of stock was 2-7/8th inches. Pull 14-l/8th. The 12 bore model with 30-inch barrel weighed 7-1/4 to 7-3/4 pounds, whereas the 10 gauge with 32 inch barrel was one pound heavier.

When the directors of the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. decided the time had finally come to develop a shotgun built in New Haven, almost five years had passed since Oliver Fisher Winchester’s death on December 10, 1880. Winchester had just celebrated his 70th birthday less than two weeks before, on November 30th. Under the direction of his son-in-law, Thomas Gray “T.G.” Bennett, who succeeded Winchester as president of W.R.A. Co., it was decided that the Connecticut arms maker would not introduce a new double barrel model to compete with Colt and Remington, nor continue importing double hammer guns from Great Britain, rather the inspiration for the first Winchester-built shotgun would come from the company’s successful lever-action rifles, and the genius of a Utah gunmaker named John Moses Browning.
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The 1950s marked the highlight of Winchester shotgun history when a great diversity of models in all price ranges made Winchester the world’s leader in shotgun manufacturing. This series of images depicts all of the various models offered as shown in the July 15, 1950 Winchester Salesman’s Catalog. (Author’s collection)

[image: images]

[image: images]

The Winchester Model 1887 lever-action shotgun (bottom) and later 1901 models were nearly identical, however, the color casehardened receiver of the 1887 is far more attractive. Note the rounded pistol grip design.



Chapter One

The Rifleman’s Solution Winchester’s Lever Action Shotguns

Model1887 and 1901

The American West of the 1880s remained pretty much untamed and lawmen in the Southwest often found themselves outnumbered by liquored up cattlemen and unsavory characters that were quick with a six-shooter and short on civility. The side-by-side shotgun was often the great equalizer in more than a few confrontations. A pistolero pressed into a fight with the law might think twice when the barrel of a 10 gauge double was leveled at him, but in a sticky situation, every town sheriff and deputy marshal from the Texas panhandle to California knew they were going to need more than two shots from a scattergun at one time or another.

Now there’s an old saw that “God created man, but it was Sam Colt who made them equal.” On the Western Frontier of the 1880s that might have been true, but in 1887 John M. Browning and the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. of New Haven, Connecticut, made both lawmen and bad men just a little more equal with the introduction of a six-shot (one in the chamber, five in the magazine) lever-action shotgun chambered in either 12 gauge or 10 gauge. The six-shot 1887 Winchester shotgun was truly the great equalizer.

The Model 1887 was designed by John and Matthew S. Browning of Ogden City, Utah, and patented by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. on February 16 and July 20, 1886. Winchester had actually purchased the design rights, along with a hand-built model of the Browning lever-action shotgun two years earlier. Browning had designed it specifically at the request of T.G. Bennett, following Winchester’s purchase of another Browning design, a lever-action rifle that would become the Model 1886. Ironically, at the time, Browning was more in favor of developing a slide-action model and had been working on the design when Bennett requested a lever-action. [1] Of course, Browning got his wish six years later when Winchester added the Model 1893 slide-action shotgun to its product line. [2]

Introduced in 1887, the Winchester lever-action shotgun was initially available only in 12 gauge but after serial number 22148 an even more powerful 10 gauge version was added. Winchester’s 1888 sales catalog described the new lever-action shotgun as follows:

“Sportsmen will find this a strong, serviceable arm. The system contains but sixteen parts in all, and can be readily understood from sectional cuts. The breech block and finger lever form one piece, and move together in opening and closing. The hammer, placed in the breech block, is automatically cocked during the closing motion; but can also be cocked or set at half cock by hand.

“The trigger and finger lever are so adjusted that the trigger cannot be pulled prematurely, and the gun cannot be discharged until closed. The barrel can be examined and cleaned from the breech. The magazine and carrier hold five cartridges, which with one in the chamber, make six at the command of the shooter. Anyone accustomed to shooting can readily shoot double birds with this gun.

“This gun has yet been very little used in public. On the occasion of its first appearance, the gun divided with one other gun the first prize for fifty birds: February 22nd, 1887, at Plainfield, N.J.”

As a firearms designer John M. Browning had been associated with Winchester since 1883 when his model for a single-shot rifle, intended to compete with the highly successful Sharps, was purchased by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. This was the beginning of a lengthy on and off relationship with Browning that began to disintegrate in 1902, when Winchester rejected his design for a semi-automatic shotgun. As a result, he took his plans to Farbrique Nationale (F.N.) in Belgium, beginning an affiliation that would establish Browning as a major international arms maker. John Browning, who passed away in 1926, would surely be amused if he knew the company built upon the basis of that rejected shotgun design in 1902 purchased the Winchester Repeating Arms Company in 1997.
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Priced at around $25.00, the Winchester model 1887 lever action shotgun was one of the landmark Winchester designs by John M. Browning.
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The town law could get the attention of a rowdy crowd of liquored up cattlemen by discharging a shot from an 1887 guard gun into the air. There were still five more left if that didn’t work! Perhaps Winchester literature said it best: “The Winchester lever action ‘Riot’ gun is made with a 20 inch, rolled steel barrel, cylinder bore barrel, bored expressly to shoot buckshot...They are far superior to a revolver for shooting in the dark, where aim is uncertain, as a buckshot cartridge contains nine bullets to one contained by a revolver cartridge.” (Photo by Ron Sirko)
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The Winchester Model 1887 had a beautifully color casehardened receiver and lever, adding an attractive feature to an otherwise awkward looking shotgun.

During his tenure as an arms designer, Browning’s signature could be found on such historic models as the Winchester 1886 lever action rifle, the 1887 and 1901 lever-action shotguns, and 1893 and 1897 pump-action shotguns.

As noted by historian George Madis in The Winchester Book, the action on the 1887 shotgun was entirely different from the Winchester lever action rifles and was a variation of the rolling block design, a truly fascinating mechanism to see in action. “While Winchester’s rifles utilized a sliding bolt moving toward and away from the chamber, their new shotgun had a bolt which duplicated the arc made by the lever in its movement. As the bolt slides upward into its closed position, a camming action is accomplished by forcing the rear portion of the bolt against the receiver,” explained Madis. “With a powder fouled chamber or shells which were oversize, (very common in those days) this was an important feature.”

The Model 1887 was offered with a standard rolled steel barrel, as well as a Damascus barrel for an additional $15 to $20. Barrels were full choked unless otherwise specified and Winchester offered cylinder bore and modified choke as an option. The 1887 models had beautifully color casehardened receivers and levers, and barrel lengths of 30-¼ inches in 12 gauge and 32-¼ inches in 10 gauge. Custom barrel lengths were also offered and a short barrel version was available for lawmen, guards, and messengers requiring a lighter, more maneuverable shotgun. Most guard guns had a 22-¼ inch barrel, making the Winchester lever action shotgun one incredibly imposing weapon! Paul Newman brandished a guard gun in the movie Judge Roy Bean. Most recently an 1887 with standard length barrel was featured in Tom Selleck’s epic remake of Monte Walsh.

“According to a lawman in one of the frontier towns,” wrote Madis, “Most of the drovers couldn’t hold their liquor and were poor shots with pistols when sober. I saw very few cattlemen who were goods shots. They would just empty their gun in the direction of the target. With a Winchester they were fair shots. A short shotgun was the best to carry since these men had a great deal of respect for what a scattergun could do. Most of them thought a shotgun couldn’t miss and had the idea that no one had a chance against a shotgun.”
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The ornate Winchester Repeating Arms Co. monogram, designed by engraver John Ulrich, was stamped into the left side of every 1887 and 1901 model receiver.
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The 158th Model 1887 lever-action shotgun was a deluxe model. Factory records note that barrel as “Good Damascus,” with Fancy checkered stock and rubber butt plate; shipped June of 1887. (Photo courtesy R.L. Wilson)

A group of Model 1887 lever-action Winchester shotguns in varying barrel lengths. At top a 12 gauge example with a 24-inch barrel, center, the more rare 10 gauge Riot Gun with 20-inch barrel, and a standard 12 gauge model with 32-inch barrel. (Photo courtesy Greg Martin Auctions)
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This simulated holdup features several Model 1887 and 1901 Winchester shotguns and several Well Fargo & Co. Express Agents. WF&Co. was a large buyer of firearms and ammunition. (Photo courtesy R.L. Wilson)
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The semi-concealed hammer did not project much above the breech-bolt, making it tricky at best to thumb drop safely onto a loaded chamber. Once cocked, the 1887 Winchester was ready for business!
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The rolling block-like action of the 1887 followed the arc of the lever in its movement with the internal mechanism dropping down from the receiver. Note the trigger to the rear of the mechanism. The factory illustration shows a cutaway of the working action.
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The Winchester name and address were stamped on the bottom tang on 1887 models. On the 1901, this was moved to the top tang.
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Among changes between the 1887 and 1901 were a two-piece finger lever on the ’01.

Late in 1897 Winchester added another variation listed as a Riot Gun. Noted the factory, “The Winchester lever action ‘Riot’ gun is made with a 20 inch, rolled steel barrel, cylinder bore barrel, bored expressly to shoot buckshot... They are far superior to a revolver for shooting in the dark, where aim is uncertain, as a buckshot cartridge contains nine bullets to one contained by a revolver cartridge. The ‘Riot’ gun has the regular lever action. The magazine holds five cartridges, which, with one in the chamber makes a total of six at the command of the shooter.”

A highly distinctive looking design with a profile similar to the Spencer rifle, the identifying characteristics of the 1887 are the Winchester address on the lower tang under the lever, the serial number stamped on the bottom of the receiver, just ahead of the lever, and the gauge “10” or “12” stamped on the top of the barrel, just forward of the receiver, on models with serial numbers around 30,000 and above. Early models also bore the Winchester proof mark, the initials WP surrounded by an oval, on the left side of the barrel adjacent to the gauge stamping.

While the use of factory proof marks were inconsistent, every 1887 model had the ornate Winchester Repeating Arms Co. monogram, designed by engraver John Ulrich, stamped into the left side of the receiver. The standard finish for the barrel and metal surfaces was Winchester bright blue, as shown, although a few examples of the 1887 had bright blue receivers and levers instead of case colors. A handsome browned finish for the barrel was also offered as an option, but is rarely seen today.

The John Browning design was well conceived, sturdy, and capable of handling heavy black powder loads, but it left a couple of things to chance. There was no safety, and the semi-concealed hammer did not project much above the breech-bolt, making it tricky at best to thumb drop safely onto a loaded chamber. Once cocked, the 1887 Winchester was ready for business!

Shouldering the hefty lever gun for an aimed shot revealed a standard brass bead front sight, but once again there were options offered by Winchester. Customers could order nickel silver front sights and a center bead to aid in more rapid sighting. The rear sight was simply a notch in the forward part of the receiver, a holdover from the traditional side-by-side where shooters learned to sight down the centerline of the two barrels. Rounded semi-pistol grip stocks and a generous-sized steel butt-plate made the 1887 easier to handle. The factory also provided custom checkering on the fore ends and pistol grip and select walnut stocks with varnished finish, but the majority of 1887 models produced had standard oil stained straight grain walnut stocks and fore ends like the examples pictured.
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With the Model 1901 the choke type was stamped on the left side of the barrel near the receiver and proof marks were located on both the barrel and receiver, with address, patent dates and the Model 1901 designation and gauge stamped on the top of the barrel.

The fore end design of the 1887 is one of the model’s most distinctive features. It is of two-piece construction, divided by the barrel and magazine tube and held together with one screw on early models and two on later production. The two series also differed in the type of magazine retainer used. The early examples had a stud secured to the underside of the barrel with a screw holding the retainer cap in place. This was changed around serial number 28,000 and by serial numbers above 30,000 the design changeover had been fully integrated. The improved retainer used a steel band that partially encircled the barrel and was secured by a screw. A second screw passed completely through the end of the magazine. This later design was carried over to the new Model 1901.

OEBPS/Images/img008-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img004-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img010-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img020-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img017-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img017-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img017-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img009-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img009-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img005-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img005-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/Fm1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img016-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/Frontcover.jpg
TINCEESTER.

Dennis Adler
Foreword by R.L. Wilson






OEBPS/Images/img006-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img006-03.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img006-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img012-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/imgIV.jpg





OEBPS/Images/imgVI.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img019-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img022-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img015-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/imgII.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img015-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img007-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img007-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img011-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img003-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img2-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img2-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img2-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/titlepagef.jpg
INCHESTER.

Shotguns

By Dennis Adler
Foreword by R.L. Wilson

Featuring Shotguns From The Dave Riffle, Gary Reynolds,
And U.S. Repeating Arms Company Collections





OEBPS/Images/img2-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img021-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img018-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/img014-01.jpg





