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  Introduction

  There are innumerable legends and traditions about the life of Jesus and the work that he did during his sojourn on this planet. Although many of these theories are no doubt based on fact, the majority have been created from pure supposition and conjecture. However, the theory that the life of Jesus did not end on the cross, today appears to have attracted a great deal of interest, and many people do believe this to be more of a fact than a possibility. Although it is only a minority who holds on desperately to the biblical notion that the life of Jesus came to an end on the cross, the evidence to prove otherwise is now beginning to sway even the most fervent supporters of this belief. Over the years, much evidence has come to light, and it would seem that most of the missing pieces about the life of Jesus have in fact been found and the greatest mystery of all time is now that little nearer to being solved.

  Although there are many conflicting theories about the life of Jesus, the majority of them do suggest that he survived the crucifixion and, in fact, settled in the East to live on to a ripe old age. In the early years after the crucifixion, a select few possessed knowledge of the secret life of Jesus. This knowledge was carefully handed down through the ages, from one devotee to another, until this very sacred tradition became like a huge chalice of gold. The possessors of this knowledge were eventually driven underground, and in medieval times, a secret organization was formed primarily to protect those who were privy to it, and to prevent them from being branded ‘Heretics’. It is believed that such notable people as Leonardo De Vinci and even the great seer Nostradamus, were members of this furtive and extremely elite organization, that many believe was feared by the church.

  There is evidence that traditions of a recondite knowledge have been handed down through the ages; knowledge to which only a very select few could be privy. In fact, one of the early pioneers of theosophy, Annie Besant covered the subject of the Mysteries at some length in her book, Esoteric Christianity, in which she explained how the Mystery Schools of ancient Egypt were responsible for keeping the ‘occult flame’ burning, ensuring its longevity and sacredness.

  Before this knowledge could be possessed, the devotees had to prove their worthiness to receive it. As Annie Besant explained, these sacred teachings were very generally known under the term of ‘The Mysteries’, and were primarily concerned with the deepest facts of man’s origin, his nature, and connection with supersensual worlds and beings, as well as of course, with the natural laws of the physical world. Before the student could fully receive the teachings, he was subjected to the most arduous tests and trials, thereby proving that he was spiritually worthy. Once the knowledge was possessed, and initiation had fully taken place, it is believed that the initiate would then be in possession of mystical powers, or Siddhis as they are known in Eastern traditions, thus enabling him to use the hidden forces of nature.

  The Mystery Schools produced mystics of the highest kind, and who were able to perform incredible supernatural feats. In fact, looking at initiation into the Mystery Schools from a modern perspective, it would seem the initiates were simply subjected to some sort of ‘psychic’ development program, in very much the same way that those endeavoring to develop mediumistic skills do today. However, the real Mystery Teachings could not be written down, and in true occult tradition could only be passed on by ‘teacher to pupil, mouth to ear’. In fact, the majority of Eastern traditions still possess a deeper core of esoteric teachings that can only be revealed to those who are psychologically and spiritually equipped to receive them. These occult teachings are an integral part of the original scriptures upon which the religion was first founded and were usually only revealed to an aspirant in stages, and even then only when he or she had proved beyond doubt that they were ready. This is the fundamental law underlying the majority of occult teachings, and a ‘law’ that was more prevalent when Jesus went about his ministry than it is today. In fact, the precept which is still evident today above the portals of the ruins in the so-called ‘Mystery’ Schools in ancient Egypt, ‘MAN KNOW THYSELF’ is one that students of the very select and furtive teachings had to prove beyond doubt before initiation could take place. As a member of AMORC, Ancient and Mystical Order of the Rosae Crucis, I fully understand the sensitivity of such teachings and the need for their preservation.

  Jesus himself was privy to this secret knowledge and had long since been initiated into the very select group responsible for guarding it, which of course they did as though it were gold.

  Because the tests and trials to gain entry into the Mystery Schools were so difficult, even the most advanced student very often failed miserably, and as a consequence was rejected. Few achieved attainment, and the weak were forced to abandon their spiritual quest. These either continued their studies in secret until such time that they would be allowed to resume their education in the Mystery Schools, or they immediately prostituted what knowledge they had already gleaned from their teachers, to establish themselves as teachers in their own right.

  Once a student of the Mystery Teachings had passed through the various degrees necessary, they would then be initiated into the final level, and thus be allowed to enter the ‘Chamber of Divine Knowledge’. Once there, they would be instructed in the deepest and most precious facts pertaining to the evolution of the soul, the universal laws and the nature of Man and the Messengers of God.

  With the passage of time, the purveyors of the Mystery Teachings were condemned by the temple priests who saw them as a threat, thus forcing them underground to continue their practices even more furtively. Seeing that the end of the Mystery Schools was drawing near, and wanting to ensure that the valuable teachings would not be lost forever, the surviving masters meticulously recorded all that they knew, taking great care to transpose the text into a more understandable core of teachings. These teachings were termed ‘The Lesser Mysteries’ and were and still are today open to interpretation, according the spiritual understanding of the aspirant.

  Needless to say, some aspirants had ulterior motives for seeking the spiritual status that accompanied initiation. Once attainment had been successfully achieved, they would use their powers to exploit the weak and the poor and to gratify their own lower passions and desires as well as to amass incredible wealth. However, these too were driven underground and became known as ‘The Dark Masters of Evil’. Today their teachings would be propagated and worked by those involved in the black arts and other such abysmal sects.

  It is true to say that today the majority of Christians have been indoctrinated into a core of teachings that have been tainted through the ages with the over zealousness of numerous Christian writers, and which now bear no resemblance to the original teachings. In fact, much of what was written about Jesus in the bible was written by later writers either to glorify the entire story, or to perpetuate a myth. Regardless of the reason, the story of Christianity is incredibly beautiful, and the very fact that Jesus has such a huge following today, so long after his death, just proves that he was an incredible human being and a man with charisma and immense power. However, we can never know for certain how much of what we know of Jesus is fact and which of it has been created by Christian writers whose only intention was to glorify a man who many claimed was the earthly incarnation of the Son of God. Nonetheless, we cannot deny that the longevity of the story of Jesus alone is a good indication that he was no ordinary mortal, and as long as we are able to see through the obvious embellishments, the truth will eventually be discovered.

  Yoga Ramacharaka suggested in his book Mystic Christianity, that once the early Christian Fathers had all passed away, their successors became overzealous in their desire to transform Christianity. As a direct consequence of their efforts to modernize the teachings, the original story was lost completely, and is today buried beneath Church dogma and the misinterpretation of that which is propagated from pulpits by modern-day priests. Christianity no longer bears any resemblance to the way it was in the very beginning, and Christians worldwide still see the cross as a universal symbol and reject any suggestion that Jesus did not die and in fact lived on to a ripe old age. Many false tales were interjected into Christian traditions, and the image the followers have of Jesus today, is in fact far removed from the way he really was. In fact, the story of the Virgin Birth was most likely created in Pagan times, possibly to conceal the fact that Jesus was conceived out of wedlock. Believing wholeheartedly that knowledge of this would defile the name of Jesus, the early Christian writers took pains to create the myth of the Virgin Birth, thus glorifying the name of Jesus to the extent we know it today. However, there is no doubt that Jesus was an incredibly special person, which is probably why such pains were taken to create a beautiful story around his birth and death. Even the story of the Three Wise Men was not fully told. Nor was the part they actually played in the life of Jesus fully revealed. Although today the hierarchy of the Christian Church have half-heartedly admitted that there is a strong chance that Jesus survived the crucifixion and went on to live out his life possibly in Kashmir; it has also been suggested that to accept it publically would shake the very foundations of Christianity, as well as destroy the faith of devout Christians all over the world. This would, in the long term, be detrimental to the whole concept of Christianity, as we know it and would most probably bring about its demise.

  Today it would really seem that Christianity is more a political organization than it is a religion. To hide the truth from the followers of Christianity I am sure you will agree constitutes the greatest conspiracy of all time.

  Even as a child I could never quite comprehend the story of the Virgin Birth, nor could I understand why God would allow Jesus to die on a cross, even after he had asked the question, ‘Father, why hast thou forsaken me?’ The fact that Jesus survived the crucifixion does not take away anything at all from the beautiful story of Christianity, but on the contrary, it makes it even more realistically human by proving once and for all that Jesus was in fact serving a just God of compassion, and a God who did hear him when he cried, ‘Father, deliver me from this hour’.

  Although I have been studying the many different theories about the birth, life and death of Jesus since the mid 1960s, it wasn’t until I visited the Rozabal, the alleged tomb of Jesus in Srinagar, Kashmir sometime in 1967, that my eyes were fully opened to the true Christian story. And although my studies have been fairly eclectic, my conclusions now culminate into this book, In The Shadow Of The Cross — The Greatest Conspiracy of All Time.

  Although my main interest has always been Buddhism, I have had an interest and in fact made a study of all major world religions since the late 1960s. It was never my intention to offend anyone with the contents of this book, but simply to shed even more light on the missing pieces of the life of the greatest man that has ever lived.

  Billy Roberts


  Chapter One

  The Birth

  We must remember that Palestine back then was extremely corrupt. Not only did the majority of Jews feel secure under Roman jurisdiction, but the occupying Romans also felt safe knowing that they had the support of the majority of synagogues and the leading Judaic figures. The whole thing was no doubt extremely political. The majority of poor people felt secure in the fact that they had food, water and wine and, as far as they were concerned, the Romans never interfered with the day-to-day running of their trades, and that was all that mattered.

  Although the Hebrew communities were extremely close, the rich were strong, and the poor were weak and depended entirely on the wealthy, the moneylenders and the merchants for their survival. The rabbis were very frequently on the Roman payroll, and the wealthy Jewish traders made sure that the Roman governors received their monthly pouches of silver in return for ‘special favors’. The synagogues were the focal points of the communities and the rabbis had all the power. The poor Jews awaited some sort of savior — in fact, a Messiah, someone to deliver them from the hell mire in which they were living. Although there were whispers that a Messiah was coming, they were in fact ready to accept anyone who offered a glimmer of hope and freedom. The educated Hebrews never believed it would happen, and even the rabbis and the Jewish fundamentalists had very little faith in the coming of a Messiah.

  This dark cloud of despondency gave rise to a spate of charlatans, false prophets and pseudo Messiahs, of which there was no shortage. But then three men who came with traders from Persia stood out from the rest. It was obvious to everyone who saw them that they were of noble blood and very special. They were attired in the robes of kings and spoke with words of wisdom. They were different from the other traders and carried with them no merchandise. They came seeking and not selling. They were very inquisitive and asked many questions about the Hebrew traditions, the workings of the synagogue, the Jewish worship and the temple priests. Deciding not to move on with the other traders, the three men remained in Nazareth.

  According to Yogi Ramacharaka in his book Mystic Christianity, they sought refuge at a local Inn called ‘Barazih’. The Innkeeper was Greek and extremely religious. He had a wife and two daughters and made the three travelers very welcome. Although they were highly thought of by the innkeeper, the three travelers were very cautious of his curiosity, especially about the reason why they were there. They carried with them strange charts depicting the position of the planets in the heavens, and the three men would talk into the early hours of the morning, obviously intent on something quite important. In fact, the three men were leading members of an elite sect known as the Magi, custodians of the world’s occult knowledge. They were masters of the highest kind and were faced with the arduous task of keeping the sacred flame of spiritual knowledge burning. They were astrologers and magicians and were obviously in Palestine for a specific reason.

  The word magic is in fact derived from the word Magi, and the word magician was originally magian, which means one of the Magi. Originally the Magi was the title given to the learned and priestly class of ancient Media and Persia who initially worshipped Ahriman, the god of evil, as well as Ormuzd, the god of good. Zoroaster forbade devil worship, and so the Magi became priests of the reformed faith. They were teachers and philosophers as well as priests. Although the popular belief is that there were in fact three wise men who visited the baby Jesus, the number is not actually mentioned in the biblical narrative. In the Middle Ages, it was claimed that the bones of the Three Wise Men were preserved in Cologne Cathedral and they became celebrated as the Three Kings of Cologne. The names of the three Magi who visited the baby Jesus were said to be Gaspar, Melchior and Balthasar, although religious scholars have questioned this. Gradually in Media and Persia, the Magi were degenerated from the highly respected position they had held, to the rank of jugglers, fortune-tellers and quacks.

  Nonetheless, it was understood that the three travelers who came to see the baby Jesus possessed immense supernatural powers, and their presence in Palestine soon gave rise to so much curiosity that they were forced to move from the inn and set up camp just outside of Nazareth. Although the majority of people were just curious about the very dignified visitors to the area, a group of ascetics living in the wilderness, had prophesied that three wise men from the East would one day visit Palestine to pay homage to an extremely special baby boy, destined to wear the Messianic gown. As far as they were concerned, the time had now come. The Three Wise Men had arrived.

  The Essenes

  The news about the three noble travelers quickly reached the Essenic community, a monastic order that had been established on the shores of the Dead Sea for centuries, but with a political rule that extended over a broad area of Palestine. The Essenes were extremely powerful, both spiritually and politically, and they ruled with might and fervor. They were in fact feared by the rabbis and respected by the poor. The Essenes did a lot of good work in the poor community and were known to heal and care for the sick.

  Traditionally, Essenes were a peaceful monastic body, but were known locally as ‘Spiritual Warriors’, who fought for justice and the throne of God. They decried Roman occupation and endeavored to bring the people back to the ‘spirit of truth’. However, the Essenes had known for centuries about the birth of a great Messiah, a chosen one who would deliver the people from the hell mire in which they lived, and bring them back to the true spirit of their original faith. The word was quickly spreading, the long awaited Messiah was most definitely coming and a rush of excitement could be felt all over Palestine. The people of Palestine were tired and were now ready for a Messiah. In fact, for centuries the arrival of a Messiah had been promised, even though the majority of people suspected that this was a promise that had merely been created to give them hope and encouragement, there was nonetheless still a whisper that the time was near and one would soon be born. Believing that their prophesy was about to be fulfilled, a rush of excitement was felt through the Essenic community.

  As a greatly respected ancient Hebrew Occult Monastic Brotherhood, the Essenes had been in existence for centuries before the birth of Jesus. They ruled with a strong hand and would not tolerate anybody who exploited the vulnerability of the poorer classes. For this reason, the Essenes kept a watchful eye on the synagogues and were feared by the rabbis. Although primarily a brotherhood of peace, some religious texts suggest that they carried swords and other weapons to protect themselves from their many enemies. The members of the Essenes were extremely disciplined and celibacy was a prerequisite for membership. Before anyone could become a member of this elite sect, they had to meet all the requirements, which involved being subjected to extremely arduous tests and trials. The requirements of the Order were very strict, and its rites and ceremonies of the highest mystical and occult degree. According to various texts, a preliminary apprenticeship of one year was required of the neophyte before he was granted partial recognition as a brother, initially for one year. A further two years had to elapse before he could then be considered as an integral part of the fellowship with the right hand of welcome extended to him. It would be some years before full membership for the initiate could be granted, and as he was expected to have the knowledge, power and attainment, even then he could not be guaranteed access to the higher circles of the Order. He was expected to be totally dedicated to the Brotherhood, and neither wealth nor influence could secure his position as a fully fledged Essenic Brother. Both neophyte and initiate were expected to abide by all the rules of the Order, which were obedience, to give up wealth and all material possessions and demonstrate absolute celibacy. Even the Master of the highest degree had to observe these rules, and anyone breaking them would be immediately expelled from the Order. (The Order of the Essenes,Markus Welsby, 1923)
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