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  Introduction

  Welcome to Mason Jar Crafts for Kids! This is a book written just for you—kids!—and filled with fun, creative, and unconventional craft ideas using Mason jars.

  Now crafting is not the first thing that comes to mind when most people think of Mason jars. No, most would think of canning and preserving foods. That’s because Mason jars were originally created to preserve fresh fruits and vegetables. Most likely, that’s how your mother or your grandmother or your great-great-grandmother used Mason jars.

  But that was then, and this is now. And Mason jars aren’t just for canning anymore. They have emerged from behind closed pantry doors and basement shelves with a new identify—and a new purpose. Plentiful and affordable, Mason jars have been popping up in craft rooms where they are being painted and primped for a repurposed life as vases and drinking glasses and gifts and storage containers. In fact, the ideas for crafting with Mason jars are only limited to your imagination!

  A WALK DOWN MASON JAR MEMORY LANE . . .

  The Mason jar’s long history can be dated back to Napoleon Bonaparte. Turns out the infamous nineteenth-century French emperor and European conqueror had more than battle plans on his mind. He was also concerned about feeding his troops. He offered 12,000 francs—which translates to close to $13,500 in US dollars today—to anyone who could come up with a new way to preserve food.

  In 1810, a confectioner named Nicolas Appert rose to the challenge and created the earliest Mason jar predecessor. His revolutionary system involved heating and cooling foods in a glass jar, and then sealing it with a messy wax and wire lid.

  Then, in 1812, Thomas Kensett created the first airtight seal. He first used this method on glass jars, but then moved on to tin because, at that time, it was more affordable.

  But the true birth of the official Mason jar came in 1858. That’s when John Mason patented his unique canning jar design that used a glass jar and a threaded jar lid and cap that formed a tight seal. The greatest innovation was that the parts were reusable, making the Mason jar not only functional, but also affordable. A decade later, Mason further improved his design with a removable rubber ring to create a more effective seal.

  When Mason’s patent expired in 1879, a number of new players entered the Mason jar arena, including the Ball and Kerr brands that continue to be popular today. Each manufacturer made adjustments and improvements to the original design, but the most notable came in 1915, when Alexander H. Kerr introduced a two-part lid.

  By separating the metal lid and the screw band, Kerr helped to improve the seal by preventing bacteria and moisture from spoiling the jar’s contents. Close to one hundred years later, this same basic lid design is still in use today.
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  HOW OLD IS THAT MASON JAR?

  After the introduction of home refrigerators in the 1950s, canning and Mason jars fell out of fashion. Until recently, that is. Today, there is a new resurgence in all things Mason jars—from crafting to canning to collecting. In fact, collectors are visiting yard sales and thrift markets looking for as many sizes and as many colors of Mason jars that they can find. Some of the oldest and most rare ones have sold for hundreds of dollars.

  Regardless of the age of your jar, the original and iconic pint-size Ball Mason jar shape has remained virtually unchanged. Over the years, though, newer sizes and shapes have been introduced to address the needs of those who use mason jars to preserve fresh produce.

  Mason Jar Styles, Sizes & Suggested Canning Uses
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      	SIZE & STYLE
      	SUGGESTED USES FOR PRESERVING, SERVING & RECIPES
    

    
      	[image: images]
      	Quart size/32 oz regular mouth
      	Sauces, salsas, syrups, fruits, and vegetables
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      	Quart size/32 oz wide mouth
      	Whole fruits and vegetables such as peaches and green beans; ideal for making pickles
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      	1 ½ pint size/24 oz wide mouth
      	Longer vegetables like asparagus, cucumbers, and green beans as well as soups and stews
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Pint size/16 oz regular mouth
      	Salsas, sauces, relishes, and pie fillings
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      	Pint size/16 oz wide mouth
      	Salsas, sauces, relishes, and fruit butters
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      	Mug, pint size/16 oz
      	Serving assorted drink and smoothie recipes
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      	Elite Collection, pint size/16 oz wide mouth
      	Fruit dressings, vegetable and fruit salsas, pie fillings, and fruit syrups; elegant enough to take directly from kitchen to table
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      	Half pint/8 oz regular mouth
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