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Congratulations!

You’ve found

YOUR NEXT READ
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Chapter One Boo!


It began with Boo.

Boo was an owl.

Bea and Bart found her in the rose garden at the back of their house. Her wing was drooping. She could not fly.

‘Poor little thing,’ said Bea.

Bea was six and had a heart of gold and jelly.

‘Owls can turn their heads in a full circle,’ said Bart.

[image: Bart and Bea looking at a wide-eyed owl in a garden, with a large, ornate house in the background.]

Bart was eight and had a mind full of facts.

‘Boo,’ said the owl.

‘Don’t you mean hoo?’ asked Bart.

‘BOO!’ said the owl, loud and clear.

Bart jumped. Bea giggled.

And that’s how Boo got her name.

[image: An owl shouts Boo in a garden, startling Bart and making Bea laugh.]

The children took Boo inside. Their home was called Plum House. Bea and Bart lived there with Mummy, Daddy, a nanny and a butler called James.

They fed Boo and loved her. Her wing never fully mended, so she stayed. She could not fly, but she could flutter and jump. And she could still shout.

‘BOO!’

Boo loved to frighten people. She perched in the shadows. She hid behind curtains. She waited around corners, still and quiet, until someone walked by.

‘BOO!’

‘Good gravy!’ roared Daddy.

‘Aaaah!’ yelped Nanny.

‘Eeeek!’ squealed James, the butler.

Mummy never said a word. She fainted. Every single time.

The boos grew louder. The frights grew bigger.

Papers were scattered. Cakes were dropped. Teacups were smashed. Buttons were popped. Nerves were frazzled.

[image: A humorous sketch of an owl scaring a startled Mummy by saying Boo from behind a curtain.]

‘Owls do not live in mansions,’ said Daddy.

‘Boo does,’ said Bart.

‘See!’ said Bea.

[image: An owl reclines on an ornate armchair while four people Mummy, Daddy, Bart, and Bea look on in surprise.]

She pointed to where Boo was sitting in a chair by the fire.

‘Yes, dear,’ said Mummy. ‘But this is it. One is enough. No more owls.’

‘No more owls,’ agreed Daddy.

‘Okay,’ said Bea and Bart.

What Mummy and Daddy should have said was, ‘No more birds.’





[image: Bart and Bea play on a rope bridge in a park while Nanny sits by a fountain in the background.]





Chapter Two No More Owls


There were no more owls. Just Boo.
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