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Introduction



Welcome to The Incredible New York Yankees Trivia Book!

At the start, I admit to not being a fan of the word trivia, as it alludes to unimportant facts or information of little use. Nothing can be further from the truth. As someone once said, “What I know is knowledge. What I don’t know is trivia.” In other words, even the most erudite Yankees fans can be stumped by a question so esoteric, so obscure, so arcane, so trivial that it defeats the purpose of engaging in discussion. Because the best trivia questions might be the ones with no one answer. I much enjoy sitting around with friends when one asks, “Name the Yankees Opening Day lineup in 1996.” Correctly answering seven of nine makes you a real fan; even if you didn’t get all nine, there’s no shame in that. A real baseball fan knows more than just the answer to a question. Who hit the Shot Heard ’Round the World? That’s Bobby Thomson, of course. But a true fan knows the pitcher was Ralph Branca, who replaced Don Newcombe. That Willie Mays was the on-deck batter. That the two baserunners were Clint Hartung and Whitey Lockman, because Hartung was pinch-running for Don Mueller, who hurt his ankle sliding into third base.

To repeat, none of this information is trivia. It’s knowledge. And don’t I know it.

I hope you enjoy testing your knowledge of the New York Yankees as much as I enjoyed creating the test. It’s my hope that viiithe questions and answers will unlock wonderful memories of the players and games that make baseball the best sport in the world.

Good luck and have fun!
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From Pinstripe Origins To The House That Ruth Built




Questions


	The Roaring Twenties marked the dawn of a golden age for the New York Yankees, transforming the franchise into a legendary dynasty and establishing a winning culture that would last into the next century. The era was defined by the team’s move to the iconic “House That Ruth Built,” Yankee Stadium, in 1923. That same year, they won their first World Series title. This period was anchored by the incomparable talents of Babe Ruth, acquired in 1920, whose prodigious home runs captivated the nation and changed baseball forever. The 1927 squad, arguably the greatest team in history, dominated the sport, marching to a World Series championship with unmatched power and skill, cementing the Yankees’ status as baseball’s premier team. Throughout this chapter, your knowledge of the team’s earliest days will be tested. But always, keep your cool. Should you answer a question incorrectly, please don’t curse the Bambino.2


	
1. What was the franchise’s nickname from 1903 to 1912 before becoming the Yankees?

	A. Gothams

	B. Highlanders

	C. Knickerbockers

	D. Metropolitans

	Answer on page 11.

	
2. Which was the first home field for the American League’s New York franchise from 1903 to 1912?

	A. Astor Place

	B. Hilltop Park

	C. Madison Yards

	D. Metropolitan Stadium

	Answer on page 11.

	
3. Who led the American League in wins with 41 in 1904, setting the franchise record for most wins in a season?

	A. Jack Chesbro

	B. Clark Griffith

	C. Al Orth

	D. Jack Powell

	Answer on page 11.

	
4. What minor league team did Babe Ruth play for before joining the Boston Red Sox?

	A. Akron Bulldogs

	B. Baltimore Orioles

	C. Durham Bulls

	D. Toledo Mud Hens

	
Answer on page 11.3


	
5. Which Yankees pitcher surrendered Babe Ruth’s first career home run while Ruth was still a member of the Boston Red Sox on May 6, 1915?

	A. Ray Caldwell

	B. Jack Chesbro

	C. Ray Fisher

	D. Jack Warhop

	Answer on page 11.

	
6. Name the colonel who along with Tillinghast L’Hommedieu Huston purchased the Yankees for $1.25 million on January 29, 1915.

	Answer on page 12.

	
7. Name the distinctive uniform design that first appeared on the Yankees uniforms in 1912.

	Answer on page 12.

	
8. Who was the first Yankees pitcher to throw a no-hitter?

	A. Ray Caldwell

	B. George Mogridge

	C. Bob Shawkey

	D. Urban Shocker

	Answer on page 12.

	
9. Where did the Yankees play home games prior to the construction of the original Yankee Stadium in 1923?

	
Answer on page 12.4


	
10.Who was the Boston Red Sox owner who traded Babe Ruth to the Yankees after the 1919 season?

	A. Harry Frazee

	B. Walter O’Malley

	C. Bill Veeck

	D. Tom Yawkey

	Answer on page 12.

	
11.Which was the future Pro Football Hall of Famer allegedly displaced in the outfield by Babe Ruth when Ruth joined the Yankees for the 1920 season?

	A. Red Grange

	B. George Halas

	C. Bronko Nagurski

	D. Jim Thorpe

	Answer on page 12.

	
12.In what year did the Yankees win their first American League pennant?

	Answer on page 12.

	
13.Which player hit the first home run at the original Yankee Stadium in 1923?

	A. Lou Gehrig

	B. Tony Lazzeri

	C. Babe Ruth

	D. Whitey Witt

	
Answer on page 12.5


	
14.Which journalist was the New York Evening Telegram sportswriter who dubbed Yankee Stadium, “The House That Ruth Built?”

	A. Heywood Broun

	B. Fred Lieb

	C. Damon Runyon

	D. Grantland Rice

	Answer on page 12.

	
15.In what county of New York State will you find Yankee Stadium?

	Answer on page 12.

	
16.Name the manager who guided the Yankees to their first six American League pennants and three World Series championships.

	Answer on page 12.

	
17.Which pitcher surrendered Babe Ruth’s record-setting 60th home run on September 30, 1927?

	A. Bump Hadley

	B. Walter Johnson

	C. Firpo Marberry

	D. Tom Zachary

	Answer on page 13.

	
18.Which pitcher was the only 20-game winner for the 1927 Yankees?

	A. Wilcy Moore

	B. Herb Pennock

	C. Urban Shocker

	D. Waite Hoyt

	
Answer on page 13.6


	
19.Which batter led the 1927 Yankees in hits?

	A. Babe Ruth

	B. Lou Gehrig

	C. Earle Combs

	D. Bob Meusel

	Answer on page 13.

	
20.Four members of the 1927 Yankees knocked in 100 runs, including Lou Gehrig, Babe Ruth, and Tony Lazzeri. Who was the fourth player?

	A. Earle Combs

	B. Joe Dugan

	C. Mark Koenig

	D. Bob Meusel

	Answer on page 13.

	
21.Which pitcher won 18 games for the 1927 Yankees while dealing with heart issues that would take his life the following year?

	A. Waite Hoyt

	B. Wilcy Moore

	C. Herb Pennock

	D. Urban Shocker

	Answer on page 13.

	
22.Name the National League team the Yankees beat to win the 1927 World Series.

	
Answer on page 13.7


	
23.To date, the 1927 World Series is the only World Series to end in this fashion. How did the winning run score?

	A. Balk

	B. Catcher’s interference

	C. Sacrifice fly

	D. Wild pitch

	Answer on page 13.

	
24.Two pitchers from the 1927 Yankees are in the Hall of Fame. One is Waite Hoyt. Which pitcher is the other?

	A. Wilcy Moore

	B. Herb Pennock

	C. George Pipgrass

	D. Bob Shawkey

	Answer on page 13.

	
25.Name the second baseman of the 1927 Yankees who was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991.

	Answer on page 13.

	
26.What nickname was given to the 1927 Yankees because of the team’s incredibly powerful and feared lineup?

	Answer on page 13.

	
27.Why did Babe Ruth wear uniform jersey number 3?

	
Answer on page 14.8


	
28.Which Chicago Cubs pitcher surrendered Babe Ruth’s famous “called shot” home run in Game Three of the 1932 World Series?

	A. Burleigh Grimes

	B. Bobo Newsom

	C. Charlie Root

	D. Lon Warneke

	Answer on page 14.

	
29.Which Detroit Tigers pitcher surrendered Babe Ruth’s 700th career home run?

	A. Elden Auker

	B. Tommy Bridges

	C. Firpo Marberry

	D. Schoolboy Rowe

	Answer on page 14.

	
30.For which team did Babe Ruth hit his 714th and last home run?

	A. Boston Braves

	B. Boston Red Sox

	C. New York Yankees

	D. Pittsburgh Pirates

	Answer on page 14.

	
31.Which actor portrayed Babe Ruth in the 1992 feature film The Babe?

	A. Chris Farley

	B. James Gandolfini

	C. John Goodman

	D. John C. Reilly

	
Answer on page 14.9


	
32.Name the outfielder who hit for the cycle three times during his Yankees career from 1920 to 1929.

	Answer on page 14.
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Answers


	
1.B—Highlanders. The American League’s Baltimore Orioles franchise, which played from 1901 to 1902, folded and was replaced by the New York Highlanders in 1903.

	
2.B—Hilltop Park. The home ballpark was dubbed Hilltop Park because it was located on one of the highest spots in the borough of Manhattan.

	
3.A—Jack Chesbro. In addition to 41 wins, Chesbro also led the league in games started (51), complete games (48), and innings pitched (454 2/3) in 1904.

	
4.B—Baltimore Orioles. In 1914, Ruth was signed by the minor league Baltimore Orioles, but was soon sold to the Red Sox.

	
5.D—Jack Warhop. In only his 18th major league at-bat, Ruth hit a solo home run by slamming a third-inning pitch from War-hop into the right-field stands at the Polo Grounds. Ruth collected two more hits that day and pitched 12 1/3 innings before taking the 4–3 loss to the Yankees.12


	
6.Jacob Ruppert. Ruppert owned the Yankees until his death in 1939.

	
7.Pinstripes. Pinstripes created a look that would become the most famous uniform design in sports.

	
8.B—George Mogridge. Mogridge threw a no-hitter in a 2–1 win at Fenway Park on April 24, 1917.

	
9.Polo Grounds. The Yankees played in the Polo Grounds, home of the National League’s New York Giants, from 1913 to 1922.

	
10.A—Harry Frazee. Frazee’s sale of Ruth starts “The Curse of the Bambino.”

	
11.B—George Halas. Halas appeared in only 12 games for the Yankees in 1919 before embarking on a legendary pro football career.

	
12.It was 1921. The Yankees were defeated by the New York Giants in the 1921 World Series five games to three. The Series was a best-of-nine that season.

	
13.C—Babe Ruth. On Opening Day in 1923, Ruth went yard for the first homer hit at the old Yankee Stadium. He went on to smash 41 that season.

	
14.B—Fried Lieb. Lieb’s 70-year career culminated with his being honored by the Hall of Fame in 1973 with their career excellence award.

	
15.The Bronx. Yankee Stadium is located at One East 161st Street in the Bronx, the northernmost of New York City’s five boroughs.

	
16.Miller Huggins. Huggins managed the Yankees for 12 seasons, from 1918 to 1929.13


	
17.D—Tom Zachary. With the game tied in the eighth inning, Ruth connected off Zachary for a two-run homer in the Yankees 4–2 win over the Washington Nationals.

	
18.D—Waite Hoyt. Hoyt posted a 22–7 record in 1927.

	
19.C—Earle Combs. A leadoff batter and center fielder, Combs recorded a team-leading 231 hits in 1927.

	
20.D—Bob Meusel. Gehrig had 173 RBIs, Ruth 165 RBIs, Lazzeri 102 RBIs, and Meusel had 103 RBIs in 1927.

	
21.D—Urban Shocker. Posting a record of 18–6 with a 2.84 ERA in 1927, the thirty-seven-year-old Shocker died from pneumonia and heart disease on September 9, 1928.

	
22.Pittsburgh Pirates. The Yankees outscored the Pirates 23–10 and won in four straight games in the first sweep of a National League team by an American League team.

	
23.D—Wild pitch. The Yankees won the Game Four clincher in the bottom of the ninth inning when Johnny Miljus’s wild pitch sent Earle Combs home with the Series-ending run.

	
24.B—Herb Pennock. Pennock finished with a 241–162 record during his 22-year career. He was a part of four World Series-winning teams with the Yankees and was a perfect 5–0 with a 1.95 ERA in 10 World Series games.

	
25.Tony Lazzeri. Lazzeri played for six Yankees pennant winners from 1926 to 1937, batting .293 with ten seasons of 80 or more RBIs during his 12 years in pinstripes.

	
26.Murderers’ Row. The fearsome nickname described a lineup so deep and incredibly powerful that pitchers struggled to get through it.14


	
27.He batted third in the lineup. Back then, players were assigned numbers based on their position in the batting order.

	
28.C—Charlie Root. In the fifth inning, Ruth made a pointing gesture with his hand before clubbing Root’s pitch deep over Wrigley Field’s center field wall.

	
29.B—Tommy Bridges. Ruth connected in the second inning of a 4–2 Yankees win at Detroit’s Navin Field on July 14, 1934.

	
30.A—Boston Braves. Playing for the Braves, Ruth’s final home run came in a game in which he hit three homers against the Pittsburgh Pirates at Forbes Field on May 25, 1935.

	
31.C—John Goodman. Other actors to portray Ruth include William Bendix in the 1948 film The Babe, Ruth Story, Max Gail in the 1984 TV movie The Babe, and Stephen Lang in the 1991 TV movie Babe Ruth. Bob Meusel.

	
32.Meusel hit for the cycle—a single, double, triple, and home run in the same game—at Washington on May 7, 1921, at Philadelphia on July 3, 1922, and at Detroit on July 26, 1928.
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