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Śrīmad Bhagavad-gītā is the direct dialogue between the Supreme Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa and Arjuna. The reason for Kṛṣṇa’s appearance, from time to time in this material world, is to save saintly persons and destroy the demoniac personalities:


paritrāṇāya sādhūnāṁ

vināśāya ca dṣkṛtām

dharma-saṁstāpanārthāya

sambhavāmi yuge

(Bhagavad-gītā 4.8)



The Supreme Lord is eternal, but to fulfill the desire of the devotees in the parental mellow (vātsalya rasa), He manifested the pastime of being born. When the entire society was in turbulence—the brāhmaṇa caste was hating other castes, the king was torturing the civilians, and so on—the Supreme Lord Kṛṣṇa appeared in the form of Lord Chaitanya to maintain equilibrium between various relations, keep balance in society, and to deliver all from this miserable condition.

There are many abridged biographies of Lord Chaitanya available. However, my goal in writing this book is to inform the general audience that Śrī Kṛṣṇa appeared in the form of Lord Chaitanya to deliver all fallen souls by distributing His love without discrimination. To help us realize the taste of divine love, He taught us how to surrender by His own example. We know from Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura that surrender is the soul of devotional practice:


atyanta durlabha prema koribāre dāna

śikhāya śaraṇāgati bhakatera prāṇa

(Śrī Kṛṣṇa-Caitanya Prabhu Jīve Dayā Kori, Verse 2)



Many scriptures state that Lord Chaitanya is non-different from Lord Kṛṣṇa. Although Lord Chaitanya is Kṛṣṇa Himself, He took the role of being His own devotee to deliver the people of the world. To spread the chanting of the holy name of the Supreme Lord, which will ultimately give us the taste of divine love, Lord Chaitanya took the renounced order (sannyāsa). As a sannyāsī, He was known as Śrī Kṛṣṇa Chaitanya.

Once, Śrī Kṛṣṇa Chaitanya said,


pṛthivīte āche yata nagarādi grāma

sarvatra pracāra haibe mora nāma

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Antya-khaṇḍa 4.126)

“My name will be spread in as many villages and towns as there are in this world.”



He also said, “The entire world is like a garden, and I am only one gardener. How can I pick up all the fruits and distribute them to everyone?” He thus ordered everyone to help distribute this love.


ekalā mālākāra āmi kāhāṅ kāhāṅ yāba

ekalā vā kata phala pāḍiyā vilāba

ekalā uṭhāñā dite haya pariśrama

keha pāya, keha nā pāya, rahe mane bhrama

ataeva āmi ājñā diluṅ sabākāre

yāhāṅ tāhāṅ prema-phala deha’ yāre tāre

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā, 9.34-36)



Once, while Śrī Kṛṣṇa Chaitanya was in South India to spread the message of the holy name, He went to a place known as Kūrma Kṣetra, where He was hosted by a brāhmaṇa. After a few days of associating with Lord Chaitanya, the brāhmaṇa wanted to go along with Mahāprabhu. At that time, Mahāprabhu told him:


prabhu kahe, — “aiche bāt kabhu nā kahibā

gṛhe rahi’ kṛṣṇa-nāma nirantara laibā

yāre dekha, tāre kaha ‘kṛṣṇa’-upadeśa

āmāra ājnāya guru hanā tāra’ ei deśa

kabhu nā bādhibe tomāra viṣaya-taraṅga

punarapi ei ṭhāñi pābe mora saṅga”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya-līlā 7.127-129)

“Never say such words. Stay at home and constantly chant the names of Kṛṣṇa. Whoever you see, tell them about Kṛṣṇa. On My order, become a śikṣā-guru and deliver the world. The waves of material attachment will never bind you; you will get My association again in this place.”



He gave everyone the order to spread His names: Hare Kṛṣṇa Hare Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Hare Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Lord Chaitanya said to Haridāsa Ṭhākura:


āpane ācare keha, nā kare pracāra

pracāra karena keha, nā karena ācara

‘ācāra’ ‘prācara’, —nāmera karaha ‘dui’ kārya,

tumi—sarva-guru. tumi jagatera ārya

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Antya-līlā 4.102-103)

“Some people practice the devotional principles but do not preach, while others preach without practicing. Engage in both practicing and preaching; in this way, you will be considered the instructing spiritual master (śikṣā-guru) of everyone, and you will be considered the world’s most honorable personality.”



We have seen Lord Chaitanya Himself preach and inspire people to chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mahā-mantra, but personally, He did not give initiation. He also did not establish any temples. He taught us to spread saṅkīrtana without having any ulterior motives. Our spiritual lineage consisting of His Divine Grace Saccidānanda Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura; His Divine Grace Śrīla Prabhupāda, Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura; my spiritual master, His Divine Grace Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura; and other Gauḍīya ācāryas all follow in the footsteps of Lord Chaitanya. If anyone follows the principle of “first preserve then propagate,” then one shall be delivered from this material world.

I hope the readers will excuse any mistakes that may be present in the book and relish the nectarean pastimes of Lord Chaitanya.
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Two prominent biographies of Śrī Chaitanya have been written: Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata, by Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura in sixteenth-century Bengal, and Śrī Chaitanya-caritāmṛta, by Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī in seventeenth-century Vrindavan. It is upon the foundation of these historical accounts that this book, The Life of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, has been authored. Swami B. B. Bodhayan felt the best introduction for this literary work would be to include words from his previous teachers. The following sections are translated summaries and excerpts from the introductions of Bengali publications of Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata and Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta by Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura and Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura Prabhupāda.

Summary Translation of the Introduction to Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata


by Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura


[Śrīla Bhakti Pramode Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura wrote the following in the introduction of the Śrī Chaitanya-bhāgavata published by Śrī Caitanya Gauḍīya Maṭha:]



The one and only object of worship in Kali-yuga is Kṛṣṇa in the mood and complexion of Śrī Rādhā. In other words, His inside is dark in color (kṛṣṇa) and His outside is golden (gaura). The Supreme Lord Gaurasundara is the combined form of Śrī Rādhā Mādhava. The main way of worshiping Him is through the mantra consisting of sixteen names and thirty-two syllables.1


“The chanting of the holy names is the way towards salvation in Kali-yuga. For this reason, Śrī Śacīnandana descended to this world. Gauracandra descended for the congregational chanting of the holy names. This is told by the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam and is the essence of all truths.”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Ādi-khaṇḍa 2.22–23)

“People worshiped the Supreme Lord in Dvāpara-yuga. Various scriptural rules also decree worshiping the Supreme Lord during Kali-yuga. In Kali-yuga, the Supreme Lord descends with a fair complexion and is worshiped by intelligent people through the chanting of His holy names. In this form of Chaitanya Mahāprabhu, He is accompanied by His associates.”

(Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 11.5.31–32)

“The way toward spiritual salvation in Kali-yuga is the congregational chanting of the holy names. Chaitanya Nārāyaṇa broadcasted this message. In order to protect the process of congregational chanting, the Supreme Lord appeared along with all His associates.”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Ādi-khaṇḍa 26–27)

“The Supreme Lord instructed everyone to hear the kṛṣṇa-nāma mahā-mantra with joy: Hare Kṛṣṇa Hare Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Hare Hare Hare Rāma Hare Rāma Rāma Rāma Hare Hare. The Supreme Lord said, ‘I have told you the mahā-mantra. Go and chant this and you shall attain all perfection. Say this mantra all the time; there are no rules and regulations in this regard.’ ”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Madhya-khaṇḍa 23.75–78)



Mahāprabhu gave the garland from His neck to everybody and instructed everyone:


“Go and sing the name of Kṛṣṇa. Say ‘Kṛṣṇa,’ serve Kṛṣṇa and sing the names of Kṛṣṇa. Don’t think anything other than Kṛṣṇa. If anyone has love for Me, then do not sing anything other than the name of Kṛṣṇa. Think of Kṛṣṇa and say His name while lying down, while eating, and while awake.”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Madhya-khaṇḍa 28.25–28)

“That Viṣṇu takes sannyāsa, is free from material attachments, one-pointedly fixed on Kṛṣṇa, strongly fixed in the great sacrifice (mahā-yajña) of chanting the names of Hari. He is absorbed in ecstatic devotional sentiments, which dispels the devotion-deprived doctrine of the impersonalists.”

(Mahābhārata Sahasra-nāma Stotra, Verse 75)

“Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura references this verse of Mahābhārata and explains how Veda-vyāsa described the Lord’s descent in the form of a sannyāsī. The entire community of Vaiṣṇavas knows that the words of Veda-vyāsa came true in the form of the brāhmaṇa Viśvambhara.”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Madhya-khaṇḍa 28.166–167)



Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura’s description of Mahāprabhu’s sannyāsa is unparalleled: “Mahāprabhu was totally unstable when relishing the nectar of transcendental love. He was always overcome with divine ecstasy; He would cry, and His body would tremble. Mahāprabhu’s head was shaved while He was in this divine state of ecstasy.” According to the Gauḍīya Bhāṣya, after taking a bath in the Gaṅgā, Mahāprabhu went to Keśava Bhāratī and first initiated Keśava Bhāratī in the sannyāsa mantra and then accepted the mantra from him to teach the general public. Mahāprabhu said:


“I saw a great personality in My dream. He gave Me the sannyāsa mantra in My ear. See what it is.’ In this way, He told the mantra in the ear of Keśava Bhāratī and made him His disciple. Great wonder came in the mind of Keśava Bhāratī. Bhāratī said, ‘This is the great mahā-mantra; what is unknown to You?’ According to the instruction of Mahāprabhu, Keśava Bhāratī told the mantra to Mahāprabhu. Then the four directions filled with the sound of the holy names as Mahāprabhu took sannyāsa.”

(Caitanya-bhāgavata, Madhya-khaṇḍa, 28.155–160)



In this way, Śrīmān Mahāprabhu wore the reddish garments and held a staff in His hand. At the time of performing His sannyāsa initiation, Śrī Keśava Bhāratī wondered what name he could give to Mahāprabhu. Although it seemed that Mahāprabhu should have the title Bhāratī, as He was Keśava Bhāratī’s disciple, still this name was not necessarily applicable to Him. Śuddha Sarasvatī appeared on Keśava Bhāratī’s tongue and said, “You make the world say ‘Kṛṣṇa’ and thus awaken the consciousness of all. Thus, Your name will be Śrī Kṛṣṇa Chaitanya, as the whole world has become fortunate because of You.” Vaiṣṇavas from all four directions filled the environment with the chanting of the holy names and the glories of Mahāprabhu.

Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī has written, “At the end of His twenty-four years of age in the month of Māgha during the waxing moon phase, Mahāprabhu took sannyāsa.” (Caitanya-bhāgavata, Madhya, 3.3). In Caitanya-bhāgavata, Śrīla Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura has written, “On the day of Uttarāyaṇa Saṅkramaṇa, Mahāprabhu will ascertain that He will take sannyāsa.” (Madhya, 18.9). Saṅkramaṇa is when the sun enters the beginning of a rāśi. When the sun enters the Karkaṭa-rāśi, it is known as Dakṣiṇāyana. When the sun enters the Makara-rāśi, it is known as Uttarāyaṇa. In every solar year, there is one day when the sun enters Dakṣināyaṇa and one day when it enters Uttarāyaṇa. The day when the sun goes from Dhanu-rāśi to Makara-rāśi is known as the Uttarāyaṇa Saṇkramaṇa.

Śrī Gaurasundara made His desire of taking sannyāsa known to Śrī Śrī Nityānanda Prabhu, Śrīla Gadādhara Paṇḍita Gosvāmī, Śrīla Chandraśekhara Āchārya, Śrīla Mukunda Datta, and Śrīla Brahmānanda Bhāratī at Chandraśekhara Āchārya’s house in Śrīdham Māyāpura. It was in this very place that the Chaitanya Maṭha was established in 1918 and where Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Prabhupāda took sannyāsa, following in the footsteps of the Avanti Brāhmaṇa, described in the 11th Canto’s 23rd chapter of the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. Such Vaiṣṇava sannyāsa is present in southern India’s Rāmānuja sampradāya to date. Śrīla Gopāla Bhaṭṭa Gosvāmī has described in the Hari Bhakti Vilāsa that he is the disciple of Prabodhānanda Sarasvatī, who is a tridaṇḍi sannyāsī in the Rāmānuja line. Śrīla Sanātana Gosvāmī has written the Digdarśinī Tīkā to Hari Bhakti Vilāsa. Śrīla Prabodhānanda Sarasvatī was the uncle of Gopāla Bhaṭṭa, as he was the elder brother of Gopāla Bhaṭṭa’s father, Veṅkaṭa Bhaṭṭa of Śrī Raṅga-kṣetra. Some people, out of ignorance, think him to be Kāśī’s Prakāśānanda Sarasvatī. This is not possible. How can he who was a Rāmānujā sannyāsī two years earlier become Kāśī’s Māyāvādī sannyāsī Prakāśānanda Sarasvatī? This cannot be logically or historically correct. Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura has explained how Mahāprabhu told the great devotee Murāri Gupta that Māyāvāda is a misguided philosophy bereft of devotion. Śrīla Kavirāja Gosvāmī has also explained how, by the inconceivable mercy of Mahāprabhu, Prakāśānanda Sarasvatī became a devotee. But neither Kavirāja Gosvāmī nor Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura have explained that Gopāla Bhaṭṭa’s guru, the author of Śrī Caitanya-candrāmṛta and Śrī Rādhā-rasa-sudhā-nidhi, and Prakāśānanda Sarasvatī are one and the same.

Many people offend Śrī Nityānanda Prabhu, who is non-different from Baladeva. Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura has repeated six times, “I kick the head of the sinner who rejects Nityānanda.” I am requesting the readers to carefully read the commentaries on these verses by Śrīla Prabhupāda. Nobody other than the devotees can understand that Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura’s apparently harsh words are the greatest compassion. Only when the soul gets the mercy of understanding that one is the eternal servant of the servant of the servant of Kṛṣṇa can one understand the actual humility and respect of Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura.

Caitanya-bhāgavata, Ādi-khaṇḍa, discusses Mahāprabhu’s appearance, childhood, and Gayā yātrā. Madhya-khaṇḍa discusses His kīrtana pastimes and up to His taking sannyāsa. Antya-khaṇḍa then discusses His divine ecstasy in Purī Dhāma. Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī has wholeheartedly glorified Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura in many parts of his Caitanya-caritāmṛta. The devotees of Vṛndāvana were so eager to hear the last pastimes of Mahāprabhu, and after getting the ājñā-mālā2 from Śrī Śrī Rādhā Madanagopāla, Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī began writing the Caitanya-caritāmṛta. He described Vṛndāvana dāsa as the Vyāsadeva of Chaitanya-līlā.

In Caitanya-bhāgavata, Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura first glorifies the devotees and states that this glorification is how he knows that his writing of the book will be successful (Ādi-khaṇḍa 1.10). The mercy of the Lord follows the mercy of the devotees. “[The Supreme Lord says,] ‘One who criticizes My devotees but worships Me and takes My name will have to face obstacles. Those who love My devotees will surely attain Me..… Those who do not worship the devotees of Viṣṇu but worship only Viṣṇu are proud and therefore they do not get the mercy of Viṣṇu.” (Antya-khaṇḍa 6.95–99)

Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura then glorifies Nityānanda Prabhu: “All glories to Nityānanda Rāya, through whose mercy the glories of Chaitanya become manifest. Whoever has crossed the ocean of material existence and who is in the ocean of devotion, let them all serve Nitāicānda. Then again, through the mercy of Chaitanya, one gets the mercy of Nityānanda. By knowing Nityānanda, all problems are eliminated.” (Ādi-khaṇḍa 9.219–220)

At first, Caitanya-bhāgavata was known as Caitanya-maṅgala. When Locana dāsa Ṭhākura’s Caitanya-maṅgala began being sung, then Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura changed the name of his book to Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata. Kavirāja Gosvāmī describes that is it Chaitanya who is speaking through the mouth of Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura.

Śrīla Prabhupāda has written: “Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata describes the first half of Mahāprabhu’s life and the Caitanya-caritāmṛta describes the second half. We request the readers to carefully read the Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata in neutrality and after that, the reader will surely be attracted to read the Caitanya-caritāmṛta. This is the perfection of the spiritual life of the reader. This is our request to the reader.”

I hope that all those desiring eternal auspiciousness will read this book, which presents the essence of the teachings of the Gītā and Bhāgavata in simple language. It will be the source of happiness for even those who do not have much education.

The descriptions found in the second chapter of the Ādi-khaṇḍa and fourth chapter of the Antya-khaṇḍa detailing the situation in Navadvīpa prior to the advent of Śrī Chaitanya are worth mentioning: “During this time, people did not understand devotion to Kṛṣṇa. They only desired material gain and were enjoying meat and wine. The environment was in the mode of ignorance. In that society, the acts of the non-Hindus were also frightening and sometimes they would destroy all the temple deities. For example, they destroyed the deities in Odisha. In such a bad time, Mahāprabhu descended and gave fearlessness to everybody: ‘Those who offend My devotees and who are intoxicated with knowledge, wealth, high birth, and austerities will be bereft in this age. They will not accept Me. My name will be established in as many villages as there are existing in the world.’ ”

To respect the pure devotees, Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura has roared like a lion in some parts of Caitanya-bhāgavata. He has greatly spoken against the non-devotional brāhmaṇa community. He explained that demons will take birth in brāhmaṇa families and that seeing or touching such people is prohibited; on the other hand, Vaiṣṇavas purify the three worlds (Ādi-khaṇḍa 300–304). He has also explained how one should be very careful against Vaiṣṇava aparādha. One will be bereft of good fortune if he engages in committing offenses against Vaiṣṇavas (Madhya-khaṇḍa 22.52). Despite the family a Vaiṣṇava is born in, the Vaiṣṇava is supreme as explained in all scriptures. One who sees a Vaiṣṇava according to his birth will die in low births (Madhya-khaṇḍa 10.100, 102).

We ask the readers again and again to read this Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata along with the Gauḍīya Bhāṣya commentary of Śrīla Prabhupāda. Through that commentary, the readers will receive great knowledge about pure devotion from the scriptures.

Servant of the servant of the Vaiṣṇavas, Śrī Bhakti Pramode Purī

Summary Translation of the Introduction to Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta


by Śrīla Bhakti Pramoda Purī Gosvāmī Ṭhākura


[His Divine Grace Bhakti Pramode Pūri Gosvāmī Ṭhākura has recounted the following anecdotes in his forward to Śri Caitanya-caritāmṛta:]



Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī is the celebrated author of Govinda Līlāmṛta and the Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta; but he has given very little information in these books about himself. Despite recent claims that their names have been discovered, no concrete evidence can be found to substantiate them.3 Kṛṣṇadāsa is a spiritual name, and not one that he used in his family life. Kṛṣṇadāsa has given us some autobiographical information in the fifth chapter of the Ādi-līlā, from which we learn that he was born in Jhāmaṭapura, which is near the Salar railway station. He writes in Caitanya-caritāmṛta, “There is a village near Naihāṭi named Jhāmaṭapura. Nityānanda Prabhu appeared to me there in a dream.” (Ādi-līlā 5.181) Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kaviraj Gosvāmī was ordered to go to Vṛndāvana in a dream by Nityānanda Prabhu. He spent the remainder of his life in Vraja Dhāma.

Regarding the life of Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī, Śrīla Prabhupāda Sarasvatī Gosvāmī has established Kṛṣṇadāsa’s dates by collating information from several sources. He concludes that he was probably born in about 1520 AD and died in about 1616 or 1617. There is some difference of opinion about Kṛṣṇadāsa’s caste. Once again, Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura has discussed this point: “Supporters of different ideas claim that Kṛṣṇadāsa was born in one of the three upper castes (brāhmaṇa, kāyastha or vaidya). Kavirāja is a title given to those who prove themselves by composing literary works that have achieved renown for their quality in learned circles. Since this title is also given to Āyurvedic physicians, some people hold that Kṛṣṇadāsa was a vaidya. From this discussion, we can see that Kṛṣṇadāsa may have been born in any of these three castes. Whatever the case, a Vaiṣṇava is superior to a brāhmaṇa no matter in what caste he takes his birth. All scriptures state that a Vaiṣṇava is the topmost of all human beings. There is no unanimous opinion about Kṛṣṇadāsa’s marital status, either. Some say that he was a lifelong brahmachārī when he went to Vṛndāvana. If he had left behind a wife and family, he would likely have mentioned it when telling of his renunciation.” Śrīla Prabhupāda writes in this connection, “After arriving in Vṛndāvana, Kṛṣṇadāsa became totally absorbed in hari-kathā and indifferent to talk of his previous family life. He was known as Kavirāja Gosvāmī to his spiritual family. His spiritual identity in Vraja-līlā is Ratnarekhā Mañjarī, or Kastūrī Mañjarī according to others.”

During his glorification of Nityānanda Prabhu in the Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja describes a significant event in his life. He had organized a twenty-four-hour kīrtana at his house. Amongst those invited was Lord Nityānanda’s dear associate Mīnaketana Rāmadāsa, who also lived in Jhāmaṭpura. Mīnaketana was a great Vaiṣṇava who, when he chanted the name of Nityānanda Prabhu, entered a state of devotional trance. While in ecstasy, he would often slap people and sometimes tap them with his flute. In general, his ecstatic behavior was the cause of astonishment amongst Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja’s guests and all came to pay their obeisance and offer him respects. Only Mīnaketana Miśra’s brother, Guṇārṇava Miśra, who was the pujārī of the festival, did not show proper respect to him. This lack of respect indicated that he had no faith in Nityānanda Prabhu. Seeing this, Mīnaketana became very angry and criticized his brother, saying: “Just look! This is a second Romaharṣaṇa Sūta, who did not come forward to show respect when he saw Balarāma!” (Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 5.170). The Lord is influenced by His devotees, and He gives great importance to even the slightest display of attachment, and seeing such attachment He bestows upon them all that they desire. Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja writes that by taking the side of Nityānanda Prabhu’s associate and chastising his brother, he received the blessings of Nityānanda Prabhu himself. Nitāi came to him in a dream and ordered him to go to Vṛndāvana: “O Kṛṣṇadāsa! Have no fear. Go to Vṛndāvana, for there you will attain all things.” After saying this, He indicated the way to Vṛndāvana by waving His hand and then disappeared with His associates. (Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 5.195–6) In contrast to this example of Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja’s defense of Nityānanda Prabhu’s dear devotee, a person who shows all the customary virtues, yet holds devotees in contempt, is eternally deprived of the Lord’s blessings. A good example of this is the zamindar Rāmacandra Khān, who committed offenses to Haridāsa Ṭhākura. As a result of this offense, he incurred Nityānanda Prabhu’s displeasure.

With words of profound humility, Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī proclaims the glories of Nityānanda Prabhu:


“I am more sinful than Jagāi and Mādhāi and lower than a maggot in stool. Whoever hears my name loses the results of his virtuous deeds, and whoever utters my name commits a sin. Other than Nityānanda, could anyone in this world show mercy to one as abominable as me? Nityānanda is the incarnation of mercy; He is so fully intoxicated by ecstatic love that He does not discriminate between the good and the bad. He delivers anyone who falls down before Him. Therefore He has delivered such a sinful and fallen person as me.”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 5.205–9)



Without the mercy of Viṣṇu and the Vaiṣṇavas, it is impossible to describe their glories. It is for this reason that Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī begins each chapter of the Caitanya-caritāmṛta with invocations to Mahāprabhu and His associates, like Nityānanda Prabhu and Advaita Ācārya, and concludes each chapter with a prayer for service to the feet of Rūpa and Raghunātha Gosvāmīs. He has thus shown how important it is to avoid any disrespect or offense to the Vaiṣṇavas.


“Vṛndāvana dāsa is the original biographer of Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu and equal to Śrīla Vyāsadeva, the compiler of all the Vedas. The way he has described Lord Chaitanya’s pastimes is very charming and delightful. Afraid that it would become too voluminous, Vṛndāvana dāsa left some pastimes out of his book. I shall try as far as possible to fill in these gaps”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 13.48–9)



Vrndāvan dāsa Ṭhākura wrote an elaborate outline of Chaitanya Mahāprabhu’s līlā at the beginning of the Caitanya-bhāgavata, but as he became absorbed in describing Nityānanda Prabhu’s activities, many pastimes mentioned in the outline were left out of the final version of the book. Mahāprabhu’s devotees in Vṛndāvana were afraid that these pastimes would be forgotten and lost forever, so they approached Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja, requesting him to write a complete version of these events. Kṛṣṇadāsa then went to the deity of Madana Mohana and asked for permission to fulfill their desire. In front of all the prominent contemporary members of the Gauḍīya community in Vṛndāvana, Madana Mohana’s garland fell from His neck. This was taken by all present as a sign of the Lord’s approval and they let out a joyous cheer. Madana Mohana’s pūjāri picked up the garland and placed it around Kṛṣṇadāsa’s neck. Accepting it as a sign of the Deity’s desire, Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja began to write the twenty-four thousand ślokas of Caitanya-caritāmṛta with great humility:


“Caitanya-caritāmṛta is being dictated to me by Madana Mohana. My writing is like the repetition of a parrot. I write as Madana Gopāla orders me, just as a wooden marionette is made to dance by a puppeteer”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Ādi-līlā 8.78-9)

“With the blessings of Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu, although I am an insignificant living being, I have elaborated in writing everything that Svarūpa Dāmodara recorded in his notes about the Lord’s pastimes, as well as everything that I heard from the mouth of Raghunātha dāsa.”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Antya-līlā 3.267-68)



Lord Chaitanya Mahāprabhu’s glorious name, form, qualities and activities all manifested in Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja’s heart, which he himself confirmed in various places throughout the book:


“I am now an old man and an invalid. My hand trembles as I write and my memory fails me. I am going blind and deaf, but still I manage to write and this is a great wonder.”

(Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya-līlā 2.89-90)



Once Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Prabhupāda was glorifying the supremacy of Caitanya-caritāmṛta to his disciples, and he instructed them as follows: “If all the books in the world were destroyed, leaving only Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam and Caitanya-caritāmṛta, then people would still be able to achieve the ultimate goal in life. And even if the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam were lost, leaving only the Caitanya-caritāmṛta, there would still be no loss to humanity, for that which has not been revealed in the Bhāgavatam is found in Caitanya-caritāmṛta. The supreme absolute truth is Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu, the combined form of Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa. The Caitanya-caritāmṛta is His sound incarnation.”

This statement underscores the special status of Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī himself. His three books, Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Govinda-līlāmṛta, and a commentary on Kṛṣṇa-karṇāmṛta, are all priceless jewels. Govinda-līlāmṛta describes in detail Lord Kṛṣṇa’s activities over a twenty-four-hour period. Narottama dāsa Ṭhākura has therefore stated:


kṛṣṇadāsa kavirāja, rasika bhakata mājha

jeṅho kailā caitanya-carita

gaura-govinda-līlā, śunite galaye śilā

tāhāte nā haila mora cita

“Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī stands out amongst the devotee literati, for he is the author of the biography of Śrī Chaitanya Mahāprabhu. Even the stones melt on hearing his descriptions of Gaura-līlā and Govinda-līlā. Alas, my mind has still not been attracted by these works.”

(Prema-bhakti-candrikā)



In the illustrious commentary, Viśvanātha Cakravartī’s ṭīkā to Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, we can understand how dear Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī is to Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī, and how the deepest and most profound spiritual truths of the divine couple were revealed to him. Every word he wrote is to be taken as the supreme absolute spiritual reality.


“While Viśvanātha Cakravartī was writing his commentary on Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, Madhya-līlā 21.125, he was unable to understand why Kavirāja Gosvāmī had written that the kāma-gāyatrī mantra consists of twenty-four and a half syllables rather than twenty-five. He became so distraught by his inability to comprehend that he finally took a vow to starve to death by the banks of Rādhā-kuṇḍa. As he dozed off in the middle of the night, the daughter of Vṛṣabhānu appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘O Viśvanātha! Get up. Kṛṣṇadāsa has indeed written correctly. He is my dear associate, who brings me much pleasure. I have blessed him so that he can understand the most intimate things about me. Do not doubt anything he has written. In the book named Varṇāgama-bhāsvata, it is written that whenever the syllable ya is followed by the syllable vi, it is considered to be only half a syllable.’ ”



In the Bhakti-ratnākara it is mentioned that Śrīnivasa Ācārya met Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja, Raghunātha dāsa Gosvāmī and Śrī Rāghava when he arrived in Vṛndāvana (Bhakti-ratnākara 4.392).

On the grounds of Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja’s home in Jhāmaṭapura is a small temple containing Nityānanda’s footprints. Local legend has it that Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja received Nityānanda’s mercy, i.e., mantra initiation, at this very spot. According to the Prema-vilāsa, however, Kṛṣṇadāsa took initiation from Raghunātha dāsa Gosvāmī. In the temple, there is a wooden sandal that is said to have belonged to Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja. His bhajana kuṭīra and samādhi tomb are in Rādhā-kuṇḍa. He disappeared after Raghunātha dāsa Gosvāmī, on the exact same tithi, Śuklā Dvādaśī in the month of Āśvina.

Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura’s Life History

From the Introduction to Śrī Caitanya-bhāgavata by Śrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura Prabhupāda

There is an old settlement still present today at Māmagāchi, which is in Pūrvasthalī, Burdwan, West Bengal. The ancient people and the writer of Bhakti Ratnākara have said that this place is within the island of Modadrumadvīpa. The Bhāgīrathī river is located at the end of Māmagāchi. The Gaura Nitāī deities of Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura are served up to the present day in this village. It is heard that Ṭhākura Vṛndāvana took birth in this village. His home there is identified as the place where he spent his childhood.

The parental home of Mālinī, the wife of Śrīvasa Ṭhākura, is present in Māmagāchi. Śrīvasa Ṭhākura was very dear to Mahāprabhu. His brother’s daughter, Nārāyaṇī, was married in Māmagāchi village. In her last days, Mālinī Devī came to stay in her father’s home. Nārāyaṇī was married to somebody from this family lineage. Śrī Vṛndāvana dāsa was born from the womb of Nārāyaṇī Devī. Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura’s father died when Vṛndāvana dāsa was a child and before he became involved in the service of Mahāprabhu. As a result, his name is not found anywhere. Some say that since he was not completely devoted to Hari, he was not connected with Vṛndāvana dāsa. Although there is little information about Vṛndāvana dāsa Ṭhākura’s paternal family, scholars recognize that he was a Rāḍha brāhmaṇa. Moreover, he is known as the son of his mother’s side of the family, a family who were one-pointedly surrendered to Mahāprabhu.
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