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HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE




Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, and so forth.


We welcome your comments concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


FalconGuides


Reader Response / Editorial Department


246 Goose Lane


Guilford, CT 06437


Or you may e-mail us at: editorial@falcon.com


Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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Introduction


As the author of Hiking Pennsylvania, I had of course hiked all over the state, including the southeastern tip and the Philadelphia area. In the Poconos I hiked to the top of Mount Minsi to get a once-in-a-lifetime view—and photo—of the Delaware River. For Hiking the Poconos, I hiked sections of the McDade Trail from Milford Beach to Hialeah Beach, alongside the Delaware River. In short, I thought I knew what the Delaware River looked like; but, when I dropped south of I-80 on River Road to begin this book, I saw a whole new river and, to my eyes, a whole new world of hiking possibilities.


As with my previous hiking guides, for Best Hikes Near Philadelphia, I sought out sights I’d never seen before. And when I found an historical feature or an aspect of the land that affected the waterways, the forests, or hiking trails, I investigated it so that you and I would know just what is underfoot, and how it got to be that way.
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With a population of over 4 million people in the Greater Philadelphia area, you wouldn’t think it would be possible to find a peaceful spot where you could be alone. But as you’ll find out in this hiking guide, which includes hikes in New Jersey and Delaware, it is indeed possible. Of course, you don’t have to be alone to enjoy the beauty of a cascading waterfall or to come upon an old stone boundary wall or to examine the ruins of a dilapidated springhouse: You could bring your significant other, your children, your best canine buddy, or maybe your camera, or all of the above.


The beauty of the hikes in this book is that you won’t have to take a personal loan to buy gas for your vehicle, simply because none of the hikes listed here are more than 60 miles from Center City. Also, the majority of the hikes in this guide are rated easy to moderate, so other than a good pair of hiking boots, you won’t need any expensive equipment to enjoy these day hikes. In short, there are no hard climbs in this guidebook; on the other hand, there are plenty of easy to moderate hills to climb in southeastern Pennsylvania.


Much of the terrain immediately around Philadelphia is relatively flat, and of course, that’s because the city, along with southeastern parts of Bucks and Delaware Counties, sits on the geological region known as the Atlantic Coastal Plain. If you were to travel inland from the Coastal Plain you would come to a point, known as the fall line, where the Coastal Plain meets the Piedmont Plateau. In fact, on one hike you will come to a rare instance where you can hike on one side of the fall line, step over it, and then hike on the other side.


Many of the hikes in the Philadelphia area are centered around or affected by streams and rivers; indeed, most of the hikes in the state of Pennsylvania are centered around water features such as streams, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and canals. The reason for this is simple: The state of Pennsylvania has more moving water than any other state, including Alaska.


The streams and waterways in this book were once a major part of the life force of the early inhabitants of this area, the Lenni Lenape Indians. Of course the Lenape fished these streams and rivers; they also used fish baskets and fish traps, as well as spears and bows and arrows, to harvest the bounty. Lenape hunters tracked their prey to the streams, and in this way the animals created a path to and alongside the streams, and as the hunters followed them, their footsteps helped create a walking path.


Many of these paths remain today as hiking trails. One such trail, in Point Pleasant Community Park, is named after a Lenape chief called Chief Running Deer and runs alongside Tohickon Creek just a mile or so from where the Tohickon enters the Delaware River.


Another fascinating aspect of hiking in the Philadelphia area is that, seemingly, everywhere you hike, you find history. For example, if you were hiking on the Neshaminy State Park River Walk Trail way back in 1682, you could have been there when 38-year-old William Penn made his first land purchase in the New World. The tract he purchased bordered on the north side of Neshaminy Creek where the Neshaminy enters the Delaware River.


If you were hiking that same trail a year later in 1683, you would have had the chance to see William Penn make his second land purchase, this time of the land that borders the Neshaminy from the south. This second tract included the land that is today Neshaminy State Park.


One of the most picturesque hikes in the book is the Pennypack Park Trail, which runs alongside a section of the 22.6-mile-long Pennypack Creek, as it makes its way southeast through Montgomery and Bucks Counties and the northeast section of the city of Philadelphia before it empties into the Delaware River. In 1697 William Penn ordered the first bridge to be built across Pennypack Creek along the King’s Highway, known today as Frankford Avenue. The bridge is still in use today.


The fall line runs across the creek at Frankford Avenue, and while this factor ended navigation on the Pennypack, the rushing water it created downstream provided the water power for a number of flour mills built along the creek. Most of these mills were owned by Swedish colonists who had settled in the area they called Pennypack Valley before William Penn appeared. Nonetheless, the mills thrived for two reasons: There was an almost unlimited source of water power, and the location of the mills, which was closer to the mouth of the creek, gave farmers a place to sell their grain that was closer than the city of Philadelphia.


Business was good in the Pennypack Valley, so good in fact that in 1701 William Penn built his own mill along the creek and called it the Pemmapecka Mill.


A long list of well-known and notable historical figures who helped create the history of this area, and in doing so, wrote the first chapter of American History. Many of the hikes in this book will lead you to the front door of their lives. For example, the first hike in the book will lead you on a tour through the homestead and farm where American icon Daniel Boone was born and spent his youth walking the same forest paths that you will.


John James Audubon’s stepmother and stepfather shipped him off from their home in France to southeastern Pennsylvania with the hope that he could take charge of his father’s lead mine at a place called Mill Grove. But, as we know, John James had a much different lifestyle in mind when he landed here. He spent his days studying the animals and birds on the 175-acre estate, and in the same woods that remain intact today he conceived the idea of banding birds to see if they returned to the same site year after year.


It is said that the role of the writer is to make old things new and new things familiar. I have set out to do just that; so enjoy my work, and most of all, enjoy the hikes!


Weather


The Philadelphia area experiences all four seasons. The average annual precipitation in Philadelphia is 41.45 inches, and moisture is fairly evenly distributed over the course of the year. The greatest precipitation totals normally occur in early summer, with a maximum of 4.3 inches in July. The infrequent passage of a tropical storm in late summer may bring exceptionally high rainfall totals in August and September.


Winters are much less severe compared with those in northern and western Pennsylvania. The average January maximum/minimum temperatures are 38°F/23°F and the mean annual snowfall is about 20 inches. Most winter storms are accompanied by a mixture of snow, sleet, and rain due to the modifying effects of mild Atlantic air.


Summers are notoriously hot and humid in the Atlantic Coastal Plain, with minimal breezes to stir the heat and humidity. Summer nights are often warm and sticky, made more uncomfortable by the urban heat island effect of buildings and pavement absorbing and retaining heat. The mean July maximum/minimum temperatures in Philadelphia are 86°F/67°F, and readings of 90°F or higher occur on average about twenty-three days a year.


The Piedmont begins in the northwestern part of Philadelphia and continues westward just beyond Gettysburg to the foothills of the Appalachians. The topography is comprised of rolling hills and extensive farmland, with elevations ranging from 100 to 600 feet above mean sea level.


The climate of southeastern Pennsylvania is beneficial for farming, and fruit trees and vegetables generally enjoy a frost-free season of about 170 to 180 days. Winters are usually moderate, with few days of subzero temperatures. The average January maximum temperature ranges from 36°F to 39°F; minimum readings vary from 18°F to 22°F. Winter snowfall is relatively light, averaging from 25 to 35 inches; also, the majority of winter storms are accompanied by a mixture of snow and rain.
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Flora and Fauna


The heavily forested areas and scenic rolling hills of the Piedmont Province provide habitat for plants and animals in the urban environment of southeastern Pennsylvania. Hiking the forests you’ll see large oak, poplar, hickory, maple, walnut, and beech trees. You will also encounter a sparse understory of mountain laurel, rhododendron, and other bushy plants.


One of the most common animals to be seen in southeastern Pennsylvania is the state mammal, the white-tailed deer; hikers will also see foxes, raccoons, rabbits, and squirrels, as well as songbirds and migratory species, all of which use the woodlands, streams, lakes, and wetlands for food and cover. A number of areas in the Philadelphia region have been designated by the National Audubon Society as Important Bird Area(s) and Important Mammal Area(s).


Hikers will also encounter managed areas, where volunteers and volunteer organizations essentially take over the land and, in one instance, plant fields with native grasses in order to provide a habitat for many animals and hopefully encourage the return of field birds such as the bobolink, grasshopper sparrow, and meadowlark.


There are also a number of preserves located throughout the Delaware River Valley, where land managers and volunteers are attempting to reforest and restore forests and degraded farm fields into young floodplain forests, grassy floodplain areas, cool season grassland, warm season grassland, old field succession, as well as pine and mixed hardwood plantations dominated by mixed oaks and other hardwoods.


There are three hikes in this book that are part of the Natural Lands Trust, which owns and manages 42 nature preserves on 22,000 acres in eastern Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey. One of these is the John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge and when you hike it you will experience what the coastal area looked like before man moved in and changed it; when you hike the Binky Lee and the Stroud Preserves, you will learn how the Europeans came to this area and established farms on the rolling hills of the Piedmont.


As the population of the area grew, the land from many of these early farms was sold to developers to create housing developments. By the twentieth century much of the open land was developed, and that’s when the Natural Lands Trust stepped in and began procuring the land and set about returning it to its natural state.


As for the flora of the area, there is no better way to experience local plant life than to hike Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve, Tyler Arboretum, or the Five Mile Woods Nature Preserve. In fact when you hike Five Mile Woods, you will be able to experience the plant life on both sides of the fall line, which runs through the preserve and separates the Coastal Plain from the Piedmont Plateau.


Wilderness Restrictions/Regulations


Hiking in the Greater Philadelphia area is done primarily in city, county, community, and state parks, as well as in privately owned and managed nature preserves and in national parks such as Valley Forge and Washington Crossing. And, of course, there are a number of privately held, nonprofit nature centers that charge an entrance fee to help offset operating expenses. The Philadelphia area also has the privately owned Longwood Gardens and Tyler Arboretum, which charge entrance fees and post schedules as to when the parks are open.


Some of the best hiking in the Philadelphia area is in state parks. Indeed, much of the best hiking in the states of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey is in its state parks. There is no fee for day-use state parks in Pennsylvania; some day-use state parks in Delaware charge an entrance fee; and in New Jersey, both residents and nonresidents can buy an annual pass.


Getting Around


Area Codes


The area code for Philadelphia is 215. This area code also covers four counties: Bucks, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia.


The 267 area code covers the same four counties as 215: Bucks, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia.


The 484 area code covers these counties: Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Delaware, Lehigh, Montgomery, and Northampton.


The 610 area code covers these counties: Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Delaware, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, and Philadelphia.


Roads


For the purposes of this guide, the best hikes near Philadelphia are confined to a one-hour drive from Center City in downtown Philadelphia. This stretches west to Elverson; north to Upper Black Eddy; south to Harrisonville, New Jersey; and east to Princeton, New Jersey.


A number of major interstates converge just north of the city of Philadelphia. The following are used extensively throughout the book: I-76, I-276, I-476, and I-95.


The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation offers information on road conditions on its website at www.dot.state.pa.us. From November 1 to April 30 only, condition reports are also available by calling toll-free (888) 783-6783 (in state) and (717) 783-5186 (out of state). You can access information on public transportation, welcome centers, highway maps, pedestrian walkways, and more on the website.


By Air


Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) is 11.6 miles south of Center City Philadelphia off I-95. 8000 Essington Ave., Philadelphia 19153; (215) 937-6937 (for general information); contactPHL@phl.org.


By Rail


Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, 1234 Market St., Philadelphia 19107; (215) 580-7800; www.septa.org.


By Bus


Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority Bus serves Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia Counties. 1234 Market St., 4th Floor, Philadelphia 19107; (215) 580-7800; Twitter: @SEPTA SOCIAL; Facebook: Facebook.com/septaphilly.


Visitor Information


Visit Philadelphia, 30 S. 17th St., Ste. 2010, Philadelphia 19104; (215) 599-0776; visitphilly.com; questions@visitphilly.com.




How to Use This Guide


Take a close enough look, and you’ll find that this guide contains just about everything you’ll ever need to choose, plan for, enjoy, and survive a hike near Philadelphia. Stuffed with useful Philadelphia-area information, Best Hikes Near Philadelphia features forty mapped and cued hikes. Here’s an outline of the book’s major components:


Each section begins with an introduction to the region, in which you’re given a sweeping look at the lay of the land. Each hike then starts with a short summary of the hike’s highlights. These quick overviews give you a taste of the hiking adventures to follow. You’ll learn about the trail terrain and what surprises each route has to offer.


Following the overview you’ll find the hike specs: quick, nitty-gritty details of the hike. Most are self-explanatory, but here are some details on others:


Distance: The total distance of the recommended route—one-way for loop hikes, the round-trip on an out-and-back or lollipop hike, point-to-point for a shuttle. Options are additional.


Hiking time: The average time it will take to cover the route. It is based on the total distance, elevation gain, and condition and difficulty of the trail. Your fitness level will also affect your time.


Difficulty: Each hike has been assigned a level of difficulty. The rating system was developed from several sources and personal experience. These levels are meant to be a guideline only and may prove easier or harder for different people depending on ability and physical fitness.


Easy—Five miles or less total trip distance in one day, with minimal elevation gain, and paved or smooth-surfaced dirt trail.


Moderate—Up to 10 miles total trip distance in one day, with moderate elevation gain and potentially rough terrain.


Difficult—More than 10 miles total trip distance in one day, strenuous elevation gains, and rough and/or rocky terrain.


Trail surface: General information about what to expect underfoot.


Seasons: General information on the best time of year to hike.


Other trail users: Such as horseback riders, mountain bikers, inline skaters, and so on.


Canine compatibility: Know the trail regulations before you take your dog hiking with you. Dogs are not allowed on several trails in this book.


Land status: National forest, county open space, national park wilderness, and so on.


Fees and permits: Whether you need to carry any money with you for park entrance fees and permits.


Maps: This is a list of other maps to supplement the maps in this book. USGS maps are the best source for accurate topographical information, but the local park map may show more recent trails. Use both.


Trail contacts: This is the location, phone number, and website for the local land manager(s) in charge of all the trails within the selected hike. Before you head out, get trail access information, or contact the land manager after your visit if you see problems with trail erosion, damage, or misuse.


Special considerations: This section calls your attention to specific trail hazards, like a lack of water or hunting seasons.


The Finding the trailhead section gives you dependable driving directions to where you’ll want to park. The Hike is the meat of the chapter. Detailed and honest, it’s a carefully researched impression of the trail. It also often includes lots of area history, both natural and human. Under Miles and Directions, mileage cues identify all turns and trail name changes, as well as points of interest. Options are also given for many hikes to make your journey shorter or longer depending on the amount of time you have.


Don’t feel restricted to the routes and trails that are mapped here. Be adventurous and use this guide as a platform to discover new routes for yourself. One of the simplest ways to begin this is to just turn the map upside down and hike any route in reverse. The change in perspective is often fantastic, and the hike should feel quite different. With this in mind, it’ll be like getting two distinctly different hikes on each map. For your own purposes you may wish to copy the route directions onto a small sheet of paper to help you while hiking, or photocopy the map and cue sheet to take with you. Otherwise, just slip the whole book in your backpack and take it all with you. Enjoy your time in the outdoors and remember to pack out what you pack in. As you take advantage of the spectacular scenery offered by the Philadelphia area, remember that our planet is very dear, very special, and very fragile. All of us should do everything we can to keep it clean, beautiful, and healthy, including following the Green Tips you’ll find throughout this book. And at the end of this guide are helpful tips on hiking in general, should you choose to take your hiking adventures farther afield or to extend some of the trips profiled.


How to Use the Maps


Overview map: This map shows the location of each hike in the area by hike number.


Route map: This is your primary guide to each hike. It shows all of the accessible roads and trails, points of interest, water, landmarks, and geographical features. It also distinguishes trails from roads, and paved roads from unpaved roads. The selected route is highlighted, and directional arrows point the way.
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There were two things that Daniel Boone and John James Audubon had in common: They each lived their formative years in the Philadelphia countryside, and they each liked to spend time in the forests around their homestead, learning, as it were, the skills that would make them famous and part of American folklore.


As you hike the paths on these two vastly different homesteads, it’s easy to imagine that you’re hiking back in time and just around the next bend you’ll meet up with Daniel taking aim at a white-tailed deer or John James setting a twig trap for an elusive specimen.


American history continues to unfold as you hike the grounds of Valley Forge National Historic Park, where, after suffering two crushing defeats in Philadelphia, General George Washington and 11,000 of his patriot soldiers spent the harsh winter of 1777–1778. On this hike you will visit the Washington Memorial Chapel, the Memorial Arch, and the statue of Baron Frederic von Steuben, the Prussian military leader who changed Washington’s army from a dissolute band of irregulars to a disciplined fighting machine.


There are 120 state parks in the Pennsylvania State Park system. You will be doing a short, exploratory hike in one of them: French Creek State Park, which is perhaps one of the nicest parks in the system. There are nine hikes of various lengths and skill levels in the park, and it is for that reason I have devised a short, mostly flat beginner’s hike so that if you’ve never hiked on a rugged terrain, this will give you a chance to get acclimated and test your skill level. Essentially, this hike is a loop around Hopewell Lake and just about anybody, including children, can hike it. The east branch of Perkiomen Creek runs through Menlo and Lenape Parks, a popular urban park complex with paved walkways/bike paths, mature shade trees, an historic covered bridge, and a Veterans Memorial. The Perkiomen continues through the Perkiomen Valley and eventually ends at the Schuylkill River; the Perkiomen Trail runs alongside the stream and provides a flat, paved hike/bike trail where you can hike or bike as far as you want, always remembering if you hike 5 miles out you must hike 5 miles back.


There are a number of short, easy hikes on the Binky Lee Preserve in Chester County. The land here is part of the Natural Lands Trust, and it shows: The Binky Lee is not only well maintained, but in the center of it all there is an open field on a grassy knoll that provides excellent views and, if you’re there at just the right time, you can experience the breeze that lifts out of the valley to the top of the knoll. Needless to say, Binky Lee is an excellent site for a picnic.






Daniel Boone Homestead 1






It’s not often that you can walk in the footsteps of an American icon, but on this hike that is exactly what you will be doing as you hike the same lanes and forest paths where Daniel Boone once tilled the land, trapped and hunted, and learned the skills that would serve him so well as an adult. This easy hike leads you from one building to the next, giving you a feel for how things were back in the mid-1700s. Be sure to bring your children.




Start: At the visitor center parking lot


Distance: 1.7 miles


Hiking time: 1.5 hours


Difficulty: Easy


Trail surface: Paved walkways, gravel roads, forest footpath


Best season: Year-round


Other trail users: Equestrians on the bridle paths, tour groups


Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed. However, dogs are not allowed within the white-fenced area around the Daniel Boone House, nor are they permitted in any buildings.


Land status: Owned by the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission


Fees and permits: Self-guided tour: $3; guided tour: $6


Schedule: Tues to Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed Monday; check website for seasonal hours


Map: USGS Birdsboro


Trail contacts: Daniel Boone Homestead, 400 Daniel Boone Rd., Birdsboro, PA 19508; (610) 582-4900; www.danielboonehomestead.org


Finding the trailhead: Pick up US 422 at King of Prussia. Drive west approximately 31.5 miles, passing Pottstown. After Pottstown, look for CJ’s Tires on the right, then the brown Daniel Boone Homestead sign on the right. Turn right and take the first right at the light onto Old Daniel Boone Road and drive 0.5 mile to the Daniel Boone Homestead on the left. Enter and drive to the visitor center parking lot. Trailhead GPS: N40 17.846’ / W75 47.647’
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THE HIKE


The Daniel Boone Homestead sits on the original 579 acres of rolling hills and farmland that Daniel Boone’s father, Squire Boone, purchased when he and his wife Sarah settled here in the Olney Valley in 1730. Squire Boone was a skilled weaver, blacksmith, and farmer; he was also a clever craftsman who built his one-room log cabin over a spring so that the water from the spring flowed through a trough in his basement and kept the family provisions cool.


Daniel Boone was born in that cabin in 1734, and by the time he was twelve Daniel had received his first rifle from his father. As was common in those times for most young men who lived on a farm, he soon learned the hunting, trapping, and fishing skills that would not only put food on the table for his family, but would serve him just as well when he joined Braddock’s army in 1755 near Pittsburgh during the French and Indian War. His skills were further tested a few years later in North Carolina defending his family against Cherokee raids and in 1769 when he was captured by the Shawnees and held for two years before he escaped and returned to his family in North Carolina.


Daniel’s life and exploits as a frontiersman continued. In 1784 John Filson published Daniel’s biography. Soon after, he became the best-known frontier fighter in the land and his life became the stuff of legend—a legend that continues to thrive into the twenty-first century.
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To begin this tour through Daniel’s birthplace, start from the visitor center and walk downhill on the path to the smokehouse, which, like the Boone House, was built in the eighteenth century, though no one knows exactly when. Back in those days all the family’s meats were smoked in order to preserve them. The meat was hung on the ceiling joists, and then a fire made of apple or hickory logs was built on the dirt floor. As the smoke wafted up, it cured the meats. The smoked meat was then stored overhead in the loft.


The next stop is the Blacksmith Shop, which was built in nearby Amityville in 1769 before it was moved and reconstructed here as an example of what Squire Boone’s shop would have looked like.


From here the trail is a gravel road that leads uphill to the Bertolet House, which was built in 1737 in the Olney Valley but was reconstructed here on the Boone Homestead in 1968 to serve as an example of eighteenth-century Pennsylvania German log architecture, complete with a centrally located fireplace, steeply pitched roofs, flared eaves, and casement windows.


The hike continues on the gravel road to Daniel Boone Lake, which was created in 1940 on Owatin Creek to provide a nesting place for various waterfowl. Once at the dam you turn right onto a path that runs alongside the lake and eventually the creek. At a small bridge over the creek you turn right and follow the trail through the dense undergrowth for 0.3 mile, when you arrive back at the Bertolet House and Bertolet Smokehouse.


You then walk to the water-powered Bertolet Sawmill, which was built in the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century and continued to operate until the 1940s. The hike crosses Owatin Creek on a wooden bridge and takes you to the 1940s era Wayside Lodge, after which you return across the bridge and walk to the Smokehouse where you started then up the path to the visitor center.


MILES AND DIRECTIONS


0.0Start at the visitor center. Walk on the path to the Smokehouse. Walk past the Blacksmith Shop.


0.1Turn left onto the gravel road and walk uphill.


0.3Turn right to visit the Bertolet Bakehouse/Smokehouse and the Bertolet House. Return to the gravel road and turn right.


0.5Arrive at Daniel Boone Lake and turn right onto the hiking trail that runs alongside the lake.


0.8Arrive at a small bridge over Owatin Creek and turn right. Follow the trail back to the Bertolet House and the Bertolet Bakehouse/Smokehouse. Then continue to the gravel road.


[image: Daniel Boone Homestead]


1.1Turn right onto the gravel road and walk to Bertolet Sawmill. Cross the bridge over the creek and explore the Wayside Lodge on the other side, return and walk to the Smokehouse, and then turn right onto the path to the visitor center.


1.7Arrive back at the visitor center.




[image: image] Green Tip:


Donate used gear to a nonprofit kids’ organization.









French Creek State Park 2






After you finish this 2.5-mile loop, you can visit historic Hopewell Furnace, a once-thriving industrial plantation built on the border of Berks and Chester Counties in 1771. See a restored iron maker’s village, complete with implements and tools, sheds, furniture, and houses.




Start: The Hopewell Lake Boat Launch


Distance: 2.5-mile loop


Hiking time: 2 hours


Difficulty: Easy


Trail surface: Gravel roads, rocky lakeside footpath, paved walkways


Best seasons: Spring, summer, fall


Other trail users: Hikers only


Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


Land status: Pennsylvania State Park


Fees and permits: No fees or permits required


Schedule: Open daily from 8 a.m. until dark


Map: USGS Elverson


Trail contacts: French Creek State Park, 843 Park Rd., Elverson, PA 19520; (610) 582-9680; www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/frenchcreek


Finding the trailhead: From Philadelphia take the I-76 W ramp to Valley Forge. Drive 0.2 mile and keep left at the fork; follow signs for I-76 W/Valley Forge and merge onto I-76 W. Drive 17.9 miles and keep left at the fork; follow signs for I-76 W/Harrisburg and merge onto I-76 W. Drive 28.0 miles and take exit 298 to merge onto I-176 N toward PA 10/Morgantown/Reading. Drive 0.3 mile and take exit 1A for PA 10 N toward Beckersville. Drive 0.1 mile and turn right onto PA 10 N/Morgantown Road. Drive 0.5 mile and take the third right onto Joanna Road. Drive 0.9 mile and turn right onto Elverson Road. Drive 0.6 mile and take a slight left onto Hopewell Road. Drive 2.4 miles and continue onto Park Road. Drive 1.9 miles to the park office. Continue past the park office and turn into the Hopewell Lake parking lot. Trailhead GPS: N40 11.8807 / W075 47.427’


[image: image]





THE HIKE


French Creek State Park is one of the top state parks in the system. Within its 7,730 acres there are more than 35 miles of well-marked and well-maintained hiking trails. One connector trail will even lead you to the Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site. At Hopewell Furnace you will learn how southeastern Pennsylvania—because of its combined natural resources of water power, iron ore, and abundant timber—played an important role in the fledgling colonies defeating the British in the Revolutionary War.


The iron ore of course was combined with the also-abundant mineral limestone and smelted into iron; the blast furnaces used a bellows system and charcoal to produce heats up to 3,000°F to forge the iron ore into iron. Local timber was harvested and stacked on pads that were then covered with dirt and left to smolder and make charcoal. The furnace at Hopewell used 800 bushels of charcoal a day.


When the war began, Hopewell owner and ironmaster Mark Bird switched from making stove plates to making cannons and shot for the Continental Army and Navy. After the war and throughout its life span, Hopewell suffered one setback after another, as the technology to develop iron and steel shifted away from charcoal furnaces and the labor-intensive processes that accompanied them.


Hopewell did have one heyday from 1816 to 1831, when it concentrated on producing the popular Hopewell cast-iron stoves. But by the 1840s the flame of prosperity was extinguished for the final time.


[image: The 68-acre Hopewell Lake is a perfect site for a float along the tranquil water.]


The restoration of Hopewell Furnace reflects that period in the 1840s. Many of the buildings, houses, and barns stand today as they did then, and in summer there are re-enactors to lead visitors through the grounds and explain how the ironworkers’ jobs were done and how the families lived on the compound and how other workers did tasks that supported the workers and their families.
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Temperature Chart

Month Average High (°F) | Average Low (°F) Precipitation (in.)
January 38° 230 3.03
February 410 250 2.64

March 51° 330 3.78

April 62° 420 3.54
May 73° 510 3.7
June 81° 61° 3.03
July 86° 66° 4.33
August 840 640 35
September 76° 57° 3.78
October 64° 45° 3.19
November 530 36° 2.99
December 420 28° 3.34
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The Bertolet House and bakehouse/smokehouse provide an example of eighteenth-century
Pennsylvania German log architecture.
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The 68-acre Hopewell Lake is a perfect site for a float along the tranquil water.





