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•  Hispanics
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•  The LGBT Community


•  Muslims


•  Native North American Indians
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What Is Prejudice


The root word of prejudice is “pre-judge.” Prejudiced people often judge others based purely on their race or ethnic group; they make assumptions about others that may have no basis in reality. They believe that if your skin is darker or you speak a different language or wear different clothes or worship God in a different way, then they already know you are not as smart, not as nice, not as honest, not as valuable, or not as moral as they are. Black Americans have been the victims of prejudice since the United States was born.


Why do human beings experience prejudice? Sociologists believe humans have a basic tendency to fear anything that's unfamiliar or unknown. Someone who is strange (in that they're not like us) is scary; they're automatically dangerous or inferior. If we get to know the strangers, of course, we end up discovering that they're not so different from ourselves. They're not so frightening and threatening after all. But too often, we don't let that happen. We put up a wall between the strangers and ourselves. We're on the inside; they're on the outside. And then we peer over the wall, too far away from the people on the other side to see anything but our differences. That's what has often happened when whites and blacks interacted in the United States.
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We often separate ourselves from those who are different. In many cases, this reaction is caused by fear.







High School Stereotypes


The average high school has its share of stereotypes— lumping a certain kind of person together, ignoring all the ways that each person is unique. these stereotypes are often expressed with a single word or phrase: “jock,” “nerd,” “goth,” “prep,” or “geek.” the images these words call to mind are easily recognized and understood by others. But that doesn’t mean they’re true!





And here's where another human tendency comes into play: stereotyping.


STEREOTYPES


A stereotype is a fixed, commonly held idea or image of a person or group that's based on an oversimplification of some observed or imagined trait. Stereotypes assume that whatever is believed about a group is typical for each and every individual within that group. “All blondes are dumb,” is a stereotype. “Women are poor drivers,” is another. “Men are slobs,” is yet another, and “Gay men are effeminate,” is one as well.




Group Pressure


Why do people continue to believe stereotypes despite evidence that may not support them? Researchers have found that it may have something to do with group pressure. During one experiment, seven members of a group were asked to state that a short line is longer than a long line. About a third of the rest of the group agreed that the short line was longer, despite evidence to the contrary. apparently, people conform to the beliefs of those around them in order to gain group acceptance.





Many stereotypes tend to make us feel superior in some way to the person or group being stereotyped. Not all stereotypes are negative, however; some are positive-"Black men are good at basketball,” “Gay guys have good fashion sense,” or “Asian students are smart"-but that doesn't make them true.
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