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For D, who found the lights—C. R.


For Bruce T.—P. McD.
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At the edge of a rocky cliff, high above the beautiful waves of a blue-green sea, there stood a proud lighthouse, and in this lighthouse there lived a family.


This was an unusual family, but a very happy one. At one time they had all been scattered about the world, living very different lives, never knowing that the future would one day bring them together.


There was Pandora, the cat, who had lived all alone at the lighthouse. Bravely she tended the great lamp year after year to help those who sailed the seas in fog and darkness and who might be in danger of shipwreck. Seeing the bright beacon across the water, sailors carefully turned their ships away from the deadly rocks of the shore.


Seabold, the dog, was for many years a sailor himself and a very fine one. He was quite proud of the boat he called Adventure. But one dark night Seabold was tossed into the ocean in a storm, and though this might have been an unlucky turn in the dog’s life, it was, in fact, good fortune. For Seabold washed up, alive, on Pandora’s shore. Pandora found him, sheltered him, and they found in each other a true friend.


The dog, however, knew that he must return to the sea, to a sailor’s life, once he and his boat were mended. Pandora knew this too, for the sea was the very heart of Seabold’s life, and she understood.


But then one day they found the children, and everything changed.


Pandora spotted three orphan mice—Whistler, Lila, and their baby sister Tiny—adrift in a crate in the vast blue waters. The children, who had fled an uncertain fate in an orphanage, were carried into the lighthouse, warmed, fed, and, ultimately, loved.


Seabold did not leave. The children did not leave. Having found one another, everyone wanted to stay. So in the sanctuary that was Pandora’s lonely lighthouse, they all became a family. And the lighthouse was lonely no more.
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