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Foreword





  This new book is meant to be an accompaniment to my second edition of Shipwrecks of Florida. It includes over 1,500 new shipwrecks not previously listed, plus additional information on many of the shipwrecks that were previously listed in the first two editions of Shipwrecks of Florida. I’ve also included more information on Florida’s maritime history including the wreckers of Florida, a chapter on piracy and privateers, in which Florida saw much of this activity over the years, and some tales and truths on buried and sunken treasure around Florida.




 [image: Illustration of a shipwreck circa 1868, by Jules Noel. Great Shipwrecks 1880.]






   Illustration of a shipwreck circa 1868, by Jules Noel. Great Shipwrecks, 1880.







  Since I finished the second edition in 1998, technology and the Internet have made research so much easier. I can contact a museum on the other side of the globe with a simple e-mail now, and so many records previously only available at the source, are now readily available over the Internet.




  I’ve added more stories which hopefully will give the reader a better insight into Florida’s interesting, colorful, and sometimes tragic maritime history.




  




   



  
Introduction





  Shipwrecks continue to be found off our shores, and the stories some could tell! Did vanity cause many ships of the 1641 Spanish plate fleet to become lost? Find an ancient Egyptian artifact diving in the Keys? Did the movie Jaws come to life for some on board a vessel off Florida? Abandoned aboard ship and almost eaten alive? Saved by being locked in a water cask? These are just a few tales I relate in this new book.




  [image: Recent shipwreck on Pompano Beach due to a storm.]




   Recent shipwreck on Pompano Beach due to a storm.







  I’d love to include all the unidentified wreck sites myself and others have found over the years, but that would take up a whole new book. Shipwrecks of Broward County, self-published with James Dean in 1985, mentioned all the unidentified sites known at that time off Broward County. Diving to a Flash of Gold, by Martin Meylach, lists many locations for unidentified wrecks in the Keys. Many older divers I’ve talked to from Florida know of an unidentified wreck site near where they live and dive. Back in the 1950s and 1960s off Miami and Biscayne Bay, many of these unknown wrecks were given names like the Ring Wreck, which lies off Ajax Reef and where Swedish cannon dated 1778–1779 were recovered, the Bed Springs Wreck, the Brick Wreck, the Schooner Wreck, and the like. Off Broward and Palm Beach we dove on the Windlass Wreck, the Lumber Wreck, the Chillingsworth Wreck, the Cannon Wreck, the Slate Wreck, and others. I always sought out the older divers who knew where all these wreck sites were. Hopefully this new book will help in the identification of the hundreds of wreck sites divers, fishermen, and snorkelers have found over the years that are still unidentified. Some like the Ivory Wreck off Delta Shoal, which I mention further on, were salvaged back in the 1950s and are known about. Others like a 1750s wreck two miles off Elliot Key in 18 feet of water are not as well known. I’d never heard of it until I found an article recently in the 1954 Sarasota Herald Tribune that also had a photo of some artifacts from the wreck. Some amateur archaeologists discovered it in 1954. John and Charles Fales, Sam Corbett, and A. T. Tommedlin of Sarasota and Homestead found it while looking for old wrecks. A few timbers remained, but it was loaded with Spanish tile. They also recovered some dishes and a large piece of olive jars that dated it around the 1750 period. They hired a local Miami crew to salvage the Spanish tile which was stacked 6–8 feet deep, for a third of the recovery. Just another shipwreck whose identity remains a mystery. Are those 250-year-old tiles now decorating some local buildings or homes? Several newspapers in 1889 reported the death of two men during an accident while blowing up a wreck said to be the old Dutch brig Nevada, which was obstructing a channel off Mayport. I have found no reference for the brig Nevada though.




  [image: Section from a map of shipwrecks along the coast of Broward County, Florida, including unidentified ones. Shipwrecks of Broward County, by James Dean and Steven Singer.]




   Section from a map of shipwrecks along the coast of Broward County, Florida, including unidentified ones. Shipwrecks of Broward County, by James Dean and Steven Singer.







  
[image: This small Spanish cannon found by lifeguard Paul Hurt in the 1960s just north of the Pompano Beach Pier.]





   This small Spanish cannon found by lifeguard Paul Hurt in the 1960s just north of the Pompano Beach Pier.







  [image: Lead draft markers numbers 6, 7, and 8 that were nailed to the hull of a wreck believed to be the Georgie, lost in 1894.]




   Lead draft markers numbers 6, 7, and 8 that were nailed to the hull of a wreck believed to be the Georgie, lost in 1894.







  
[image: A block of “Crown Patent Fuel,” manufactured by the Crown Preserved Coal Co., Lt., Cardiff, Wales. These were made by crushing good quality steam coal and mixing it with hot pitch and tar and molding into blocks. Found by a diver years ago in the upper Keys. Information provided by Robert Protheroe Jones, The Maritime Waterfront Museum, Swansea.]





   A block of “Crown Patent Fuel,” manufactured by the Crown Preserved Coal Co., Lt., Cardiff, Wales. These were made by crushing good quality steam coal and mixing it with hot pitch and tar and molding into blocks. Found by a diver years ago in the upper Keys. Information provided by Robert Protheroe Jones, The Maritime Waterfront Museum, Swansea.







  [image: Some tools recovered years ago from a wreck believed to be the Tifton (1926.) A couple of scrapers, a nail puller, and a small sledge. Author.]




   Some tools recovered years ago from a wreck believed to be the Tifton (1926.) A couple of scrapers, a nail puller, and a small sledge. Author.







  
[image: A ship’s bell found by a beachcomber after a storm in Palm Beach County.]





   A ship’s bell found by a beachcomber after a storm in Palm Beach County.







  
[image: X-ray of a 19th century pistol found by a diver off Boca Raton years ago.]





   X-ray of a 19th century pistol found by a diver off Boca Raton years ago.







  [image: The 19th century pistol after conservation. It is believed to be associated with a British wreck found in the 1960s nearby.]




   The 19th century pistol after conservation. It is believed to be associated with a British wreck found in the 1960s nearby.







  The Keys were the resting place of many a shipwreck. An article from an 1871 Harper’s magazine called “Along the Florida Reef,” and later reprinted in Tales of Old Florida, published in 1987, and edited by Oppel and Meisel, relates a scene of those aboard a schooner in the Keys:




  

     We were anchored off Old Rhodes Key, and now stood off toward Plantation Key, and took to our boats as soon as the water became too shoal to admit the schooner farther in. Everywhere along the beach were fragments of wrecks. Old hulks are seen on the shoals, and at high-water mark winrows of wood lined the shore. Here was a Turkish maiden, the figure-head of some unlucky ship, lying half buried with splinters and fragments of gilded panels, the remains of a wrecked steamship. Farther on a handsome sign-board bearing the Yankee name of Joseph A. Davis in gilt letters. Figure-heads in scroll-work, handsomely carved. On another key, great numbers of new hogsheads and bundles of staves for barrels; part of a cargo, no doubt, destined for the “ever-faithful isle.” I can only imagine finding a scene like this today. The Joseph A. Davis mentioned, was a bark that wrecked on Grecian Shoals in 1866.







  Hurricanes and storms have uncovered many wrecks these last few years on the beaches of Florida. Tropical storm Gabriel uncovered a wreck over 125-feet long on Ponte Vedra Beach in 2001. Another hurricane uncovered a wreck in 2004 on New Smyrna Beach. I first saw a photo of this wreck on eBay, when someone wanted to sell spikes and such from it. The state archaeologists heard about it, had the eBay auction shut down, and visited the wreck and deemed it a historical site. The city though hadn’t heard about that, and they scooped it all up and hauled it to the dump!




  [image: A 19th century illustration of a wreck on the Florida Reef. Baldwin Library of Children’s Historical Literature, Special and Area Studies Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville.]




   A 19th century illustration of a wreck on the Florida Reef. Baldwin Library of Children’s Historical Literature, Special and Area Studies Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville.







  [image: A shipwreck uncovered by a storm in 2001 on Ponte Vedra Beach. John J. Paskoski.]




   A shipwreck uncovered by a storm in 2001 on Ponte Vedra Beach. John J. Paskoski.







  [image: A section of a shipwreck washed up onto Ponte Vedra Beach, March 2018. Marc Anthony/Spanish Main Antiques, St. Augustine, Florida.]




   A section of a shipwreck washed up onto Ponte Vedra Beach, March 2018. Marc Anthony/Spanish Main Antiques, St. Augustine, Florida.







  As I’m finishing up this book, regional news reported that a large section of a 19th-century sailing ship washed up on Ponte Vedra Beach, March 28, 2018. It appeared to be from a fairly large ship with frames and inner and outer planks fastened with wood trunnels. I would need to investigate, but looks to be around the mid-1800s. It obviously had been buried under sand all these years since it looked to have no growth on it and likely just been recently uncovered from nearby and washed up onto the beach.




  Hurricane Michael in 2018 just uncovered some large vessels on Dog Island believed to have wrecked there during the 1899 hurricane.




  Many other wrecks still lie under the beaches around Florida. I investigated a couple of construction sites being developed along the beach over the years and did find remnants of a shipwreck just as they started excavation for the foundation at one site. No time to investigate further as there was soon a very large building on top of it. My friend and one of the original keys wreck divers, the late ex-Miami detective Carl Ward, told me about a few cannons and other shipwreck material that was found when they were building on Miami Beach in the 1960s near Lincoln Road and the beach. All the cannons appeared to be English, and there were quite a few of them. He believes most of the ship now lies under the street there. In 2007, construction workers stumbled upon a large cannon off Biscayne Bay while working on the Lido Hotel. As no conservation lab was available, it was reburied where it was found. Remains of an early wreck along with a large cannon were found in 1961 during the construction of the beachfront Casa Blanca Motel in Panama City, believed to be from the 17th or 18th century. I’m sure there are numerous other stories construction workers could tell about what they found while building along Florida’s shoreline.




  [image: One of the shipwrecks uncovered after Hurricane Michael on Dog Island, 2018. This may be the Jahfner or Vale, which wrecked in 1899. Kai Nelson.]




   One of the shipwrecks uncovered after Hurricane Michael on Dog Island, 2018. This may be the Jahfner or Vale, which wrecked in 1899. Kai Nelson.







  
[image: This cannon was found just off Biscayne Bay during construction on a hotel. City of Miami Beach.]





   This cannon was found just off Biscayne Bay during construction on a hotel. City of Miami Beach.







  Storms and hurricanes continue to uncover treasure along the beaches where the 1715 Fleet wrecked, and those that know where to look are still being rewarded. The beaches here from south of Ft. Pierce to north of Sebastian have given up much treasure over the years. We went up the coast after a good Nor’easter, but seeing that the beach wasn’t cut away, we never even took out our metal detectors. That day though, a lady found an 8 escudo “Royal” (a rare gold coin) in the washed-out dune line right in the same area we decided it wasn’t worth detecting! I did find a wood plank from an old ship that day that washed up on the beach with numerous sheathing nails. I made it into a nice table which now proudly sits in my living room.




  Years ago, before all the beach renourishment projects began, the sand along the beaches of southeast Florida would move naturally offshore in the winter months and then back inshore during the summer, exposing many shallow water wrecks during the winter. North of Boynton Inlet we could snorkel or dive four to five wrecks dating from the 16th to the 19th century all in one morning or afternoon (one had many musket balls, the state having now named it the Military Wreck after we showed a later leaseholder the location), and on another wreck a diver friend of mine found some eight-real coins dated 1793. The Protector (1877), off Deerfield Beach, and the “Lumber Wreck,” off Boca (possibly the Tifton), were regular dive sites we would explore in the winter. Except maybe after a hurricane, I’ve not seen these exposed for probably 20 years or more now. Some say these wrecks are now protected due to the sand cover (some are now permanently under the new beaches), but unfortunately, many of the shallow water reefs that were always exposed are now buried under sand from these projects which is washed offshore, especially when the northeast storms arrive in the fall. The 20-foot reef off Deerfield Beach, which was a favorite area to fish for Spanish mackerel and also to dive for lobster, has been completely buried for miles in the last couple of years, killing all the corals and sponges, and no longer a habitat for sea life.




  
[image: Plank from a shipwreck with sheathing nails that author found on Wabasso Beach after a storm. Was later made into a table.]





   Plank from a shipwreck with sheathing nails that author found on Wabasso Beach after a storm. Was later made into a table.







  As a member of the Marine Archaeological Council (MAC) for many years, I had the pleasure to work under and later study under the father of marine archaeology, Peter Throckmorton. While living in Greece and Turkey in the 1950s, he got to know the local sponge divers, who would take him to dive on some of the wrecks they had found. Peter’s work on these ancient shipwrecks was the beginning of underwater archaeology as we know it today. He taught me a lot, and unlike most mainstream archaeologists, he was willing to share his knowledge with anyone, even those in the private salvage business. Though archaeology was his passion, he ironically found the main pile of coins on a wreck that noted author Arthur C. Clarke’s group found off Sri Lanka back in the early 1960s. In fact, it was Clarke’s book, The Treasure of the Great Reef, that really got me interested in shipwrecks. I believe it was the first book I had ever bought, a paperback I saw at my grade school book fair, and which I still have! Peter started a marine archaeological program here in south Florida at Nova University in which I became one of the first students to sign up, but my friend and mentor Peter was taken away from us way too early, as was the program.




  
[image: Famous underwater archaeologist, Peter Throckmorton, teaching a class while anchored over a shipwreck.]





   Famous underwater archaeologist, Peter Throckmorton, teaching a class while anchored over a shipwreck.







  I later became the president of MAC and was the one who submitted a proposal, along with a video of the wreck site of the Lofthus, to the state of Florida to be considered as an underwater preserve. The wreck had been buried for many years but was now completely uncovered and has remained uncovered ever since. The state was very interested, and we took their archaeologists out to the site on Don Kree’s boat. Soon after, it became one of the state’s Underwater Preserves. Years earlier, I had positively identified the Copenhagen (also a State Underwater Preserve) a wreck site that was incorrectly being called the Cumberland, which wrecked a few miles to the south, found and submitted the photo of the wreck used in all the state brochures at the St. Augustine Historical Society, and even got a copy of the original plans of the ship from England, along with helping map the site. While president of MAC, I came up with the idea of establishing a “Shipwreck Trail,” and with help from the group’s members, it became a reality and is now a popular snorkel and dive site off Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, with concrete cannons, a real anchor, and a ballast pile. I also obtained a research permit from the state of Florida, and a dredge and fill permit from the Army Corps of Engineers, through both MAC and the Graves Museum of Archaeology, which permitted us to excavate the 1835 wreck site of the Gil Blas, which had a direct impact on the development of Broward County. We were able to excavate the site and completed a nice site map of the wreck. It lies only 180 feet south of another 19th century unidentified wreck site that MAC worked on with Peter Throckmorton back in the 1980s.




  Though treasure diving and archaeology often seem to be at odds, I dove for many years with noted treasure hunter, Navy UDT diver/officer, and author, Bob “Frogfoot” Weller. Bob was one of the most knowledgeable people on the planet regarding shipwrecks, and he was as interested in preserving their history as any archaeologist. He was another good friend who’s passed over the bar but not forgotten. I later worked as a subcontractor for the famous treasure hunter Mel Fisher on the 1715 wreck sites with my own salvage boat. I’ve had the pleasure to know the late Sir Robert Marx, who lived in Florida and was a noted explorer, diver, and author of more books about shipwrecks and their history than probably anyone. I’ve been lucky to have met and worked with so many interesting people in this field such as my late friend Phil Masters, who’s company found Blackbeard’s ship, the Queen Ann’s Revenge.




  [image: First mapping of the Copenhagen wreck site (running a tape alongside the pillow block), mid-1980s.]




   First mapping of the Copenhagen wreck site (running a tape alongside the pillow block), mid-1980s.







  
[image: Map of the 1835 wreck site of the brig Gil Blas. By Rene Haldimann, from measurements by author and the Marine Archaeological Council.]





   Map of the 1835 wreck site of the brig Gil Blas. By Rene Haldimann, from measurements by author and the Marine Archaeological Council.







  
[image: Part of the hull and keel of the Gil Blas after uncovering site using author’s salvage boat.]





   Part of the hull and keel of the Gil Blas after uncovering site using author’s salvage boat.







  [image: Author and Bob “Frogfoot” Weller, with some gold coins we found on the 1715 “Douglas Beach” site that day.]




   Author and Bob “Frogfoot” Weller, with some gold coins we found on the 1715 “Douglas Beach” site that day.







  
[image: Author alongside famous treasure hunter Mel Fisher]





   Author alongside famous treasure hunter Mel Fisher







  The Internet now provides so many sites to explore regarding shipwrecks. Websites like Cathy Sheehan’s florida-keys-vacation.com offer a wealth of information on shipwrecks in the Keys, some which I shared in this new edition. GPS coordinates of many shipwrecks are available here and on many other websites. Some good sites are listed in the bibliography.




  I have not included wrecks sunk as artificial reefs as they are not actual shipwrecks having been sunk on purpose, but many do have a colorful past. While studying marine archaeology under Peter Throckmorton, he would often take us on field trips. One was to a floating restaurant called the Ancient Mariner to see one of the few riveted built steel ships still afloat. After customers got sick from something caused by a kitchen worker, the restaurant soon closed, but later became an artificial reef off Broward County. Local fishermen called a spot off Pompano in 500 feet of water the “sub” for years, which on sonar did appear to look like a submarine and which the old timers all said was a lost German U-boat. MAC got the Navy interested, and we went out on the Navy research vessel RSB1 to search for it. It turned out to be a reef though. What also turned out to become an artificial reef a few years later was the RSB1! For anyone interested in the history and photos of these artificial reef wrecks, Michael Barnett’s book, Encyclopedia of Florida Shipwrecks, goes into detail on many of these. Interesting finds continue to be made off Florida’s coast. Recently, a 16th-century French ship was found off Cape Canaveral with bronze cannon and may be one of Jean Ribaut’s lost ships. Though as so often with shipwrecks, it is now in a legal dispute with France, the state, and the finders.




  
[image: Author with famous explorer Sir Robert Marx on the “Jupiter Wreck” site.]





   Author with famous explorer Sir Robert Marx on the “Jupiter Wreck” site.







  [image: Author on the vessel RSB1, which is now an artificial reef.]




   Author on the vessel RSB1, which is now an artificial reef.







  
[image: Painting of the Maple Leaf, by Donald J. Ingram. Mandarin Museum, Jacksonville, Florida.]





   Painting of the Maple Leaf, by Donald J. Ingram. Mandarin Museum, Jacksonville, Florida.







  The Civil War wreck of the Maple Leaf, found off Mandarin Point on the St. John’s River, has probably given up some of the best-preserved Civil War artifacts to date, many which are on display in several museums now. Most of the cargo of armament and supplies still remain on the wreck! It is now a protected site.




  Though they have been worked on since the 1950s, the 1715 Fleet wreck sites have given up millions in gold and silver these last few years. In 2015, the 300th anniversary of the loss of the fleet, millions in gold coins were found by two groups working the wrecks, one on the “Douglas Beach” wreck, and the other on “Corrigan’s Wreck,” just a stone’s throw off the beach. The weather that year was the best I’ve ever seen. In 2010, a bronze cannon with gold and silver coins inside was found on the Corrigan’s site. A gold statue was also recovered around this period.




  For anyone who finds anything in Florida waters, be aware of the laws. Anything over 50 years old found in Florida waters is now deemed historic and can’t be removed—so don’t pick up that 1965 penny! I love to dive for fossils, and a $5.00/year permit is obtainable from the state so you can legally remove these. Sharks teeth though do not require a permit to take. I found a very nice mastodon tooth while working on the 1715 “Cabin” site years ago, and still dive for fossils with my daughter Monica off the west coast of Florida.




  [image: Encrusted bronze cannon found in 2010 on the 1715 “Corrigans” site. It was filled with gold and silver coins. Mark Silicato.]




   Encrusted bronze cannon found in 2010 on the 1715 “Corrigans” site. It was filled with gold and silver coins. Mark Silicato.







  [image: It’s not unusual to find fossils from the “Ice Age” mixed in with artifacts from the 1715 wrecks. This is a mastodon tooth the author found on the 1715 “Cabin” site.]




   It’s not unusual to find fossils from the “Ice Age” mixed in with artifacts from the 1715 wrecks. This is a mastodon tooth the author found on the 1715 “Cabin” site.







  [image: Author with a fossil shark tooth found while diving off Venice, Florida. Monica Singer.]




   Author with a fossil shark tooth found while diving off Venice, Florida. Monica Singer.
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  Florida Life-Saving Stations




  Before any life-saving stations were built along our coasts, there were attempts to provide mariners some assistance in case of being shipwrecked. An article in the November 1, 1820, British Monthly Magazine reported that, due to the many shipwrecks along the Florida coast, the French consul at New Orleans announced an establishment at Cape Florida, similar to the later Houses of Refuge/Life-Saving Stations. It goes on to say where shipwrecked sailors may find help along this stretch of Florida,




 

    captains, &c. in any danger, passing by the north of Guya-Biscane, will find the entrance of the Boca-Eastonces, which may be passed in entire security, and that they will perceive houses before them on the continent. In case of shipwreck to the north of Boca-Eastonces, they will find, at the distance of two miles, certain places fixed upon, whence houses may be seen, and where, by making signals with fires or otherwise, due aid will be afforded them. If lost in the south part of the New River, they must proceed in a southerly direction, along the shore, and they will find, at the distance of every four miles, posts with inscriptions in English, French and Spanish, pointing out the spots where pits of fresh water have been dug.







  Boca-Eastonces is mentioned as “Boca Ratones” (see Biscayne Bay Station), and refers to the entrance into the bay at present-day Miami, not present-day Boca Raton. This was one of the earliest published maritime safety guidelines for Florida that I’ve ever seen. The information soon changed as the Seminole Wars made much of this area now unsafe for any nonnative settlers or shipwrecked sailors. Lighthouses and lightships built or stationed along Florida before 1876 also served to help anyone shipwrecked along this coast.




  The first five Life-Saving Stations on the east coast of Florida were built in 1876. They were the Bethel Creek (also called the Indian River Station until the new Indian River Inlet Station to the south was built in 1885), Gilberts Bar, Orange Grove, Fort Lauderdale, and Biscayne Bay stations. Five more were built on the east coast, and one on the Panhandle in 1885 and 1886, for a total of 11 stations in Florida. The east coast stations were in District 7, and the Santa Rosa station was in District 8, though as more stations were built along the coasts of the United States, that soon changed to Districts 8 and 9. The distinction between a House of Refuge and a Life-Saving Station was that the Houses of Refuge were just that, places where shipwrecked sailors could stay and recuperate, offering rooms, for example, for the sailors. Except for the Jupiter and Santa Rosa station, all the others in Florida were considered a House of Refuge. All were considered a Life-Saving Station as they were all equipped with lifesaving equipment. The U.S. Life Saving Service lasted for 44 years until it was incorporated into the U.S. Coast Guard in 1915.




  
[image: Hillsboro Inlet Lighthouse.]





   Hillsboro Inlet Lighthouse.







  Many shipwrecks are listed as having wrecked near a particular station. Some vessels are listed as wrecked a distance from, or nearby a particular station number, without giving the station’s name. An example would be something like “four miles north of Station #2.” There were only the five stations in Florida from 1876 until 1885 when more were built, so depending on the year of the wreck, station numbers did change. Here is the list of stations starting from the northernmost to the southernmost. The only station I know of on the west coast/Panhandle side is the Santa Rosa Station. Information is from the Life-Saving Service records, which published annual reports (Lat/Long coordinates are from the 1891 annual report).




  Also, lighthouses and lightships also kept records of shipwrecks, and some of these records are available in the National Archives. I have some wreck reports from the Light Station at Alligator Reef from 1876 onward from the National Archives.




  [image: The Gilberts Bar Station as it looks today with author’s wife Debby in foreground.]




   The Gilberts Bar Station as it looks today with author’s wife Debby in foreground.







  
[image: Copies of a handwritten wreck report of the brig J.H. Lane, from the Gilberts Bar Station.]





   Copies of a handwritten wreck report of the brig J.H. Lane, from the Gilberts Bar Station.







  [image: Painting of theJ.H. Lane, by G.C. Whiticar. Laura Kay Whiticar Darvill.]




   Painting of the J.H. Lane, by G.C. Whiticar. Laura Kay Whiticar Darvill.







  The Gilbert’s Bar Station is the only one still in existence on the East Coast and is now a museum.




  East Coast




  



  	
Smith’s Creek Station (renamed the Bulow Station in 1903)—Twenty miles south of Matanzas Inlet. Lat. 29°26'10" N, Long. 81°06'15" W.




  	
Mosquito Lagoon Station—On the beach opposite the lagoon. Lat. 28°51'30" N, Long. 80°46'20" W.




  	
Chester Shoal Station—Eleven miles north of Cape Canaveral. Lat. 26°36'40" N, Long. 80°35'50" W.




  	
Cape Malabar Station (discontinued March 30, 1891)—Thirty miles south of Cape Canaveral. Lat. 28°03'10" N, Long. 80°32'45" W.




  	
Bethel Creek Station—Eleven miles north of Indian River Inlet. Lat. 27°40'00" N, Long. 80°21'20" W.




  	
Indian River Inlet Station—South side of inlet (Note: Now called Ft. Pierce Inlet). Lat. 27°29'45" N, Long. 80°17'50" W.




  	
Gilbert’s Bar Station (now a museum, open to the public)—On north side of St. Lucie Inlet by the St. Lucie Rocks (also called Gilbert’s Bar). Lat. 27°12'00" N, Long. 80°09'50" W.




  	
Jupiter Inlet Station—On south side of the Inlet. Lat. 26°55'40" N, Long. 80°04'00" W.




  	
Orange Grove Station—South end of Lake Worth, 32 miles south of Jupiter Inlet. Lat. 26°27'30” N, Long. 80°03'20" W.




  	
Fort Lauderdale Station (or New River Station)—Seven miles north of the New River Inlet. Lat. 26°08'00" N, Long. 80°06'00" W.




  	
Biscayne Bay Station—Ten miles north of Boca Ratones, Narrows Cut. Lat. 25°54'10" N, Long. 80°08'00" W. Note: “Boca de Ratones” or “Boca Ratones” meant a Rocky Inlet, and on maps well into the 1800s, was a passage in Biscayne Bay (also called Bear Cut). Obviously, the Life Saving Service in 1891 (where this information was found) still considered Boca Ratones as in the Miami area and not at present day Boca Raton.




  




  West Coast/Panhandle




  



  	
Santa Rosa Station—On Santa Rosa Island, three miles east of Ft. Pickens. Lat. 30°19'00" N., Long. 87°14'30" W.
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  More Florida Maritime History




  Florida’s maritime history encompasses hundreds of years, some which I spoke of in Shipwrecks of Florida. Here I’ll try and explain the difficulty researching shipwrecks around Florida due to its unique history and ever-changing geography. The Spanish, French, and British controlled parts of it at one time or another. At one time, Florida was really two regions with East Florida and West Florida, each controlled by different countries. Florida’s boundaries also changed through time. Early shipwreck reports can be very misleading when mentioning where a ship wrecked. Three treasure-laden Spanish vessels that wrecked off Padre Island, Texas, in 1554, were said to have wrecked off Florida in one early report that I had read. Looking at an early map of that time, much of the Gulf Coast, including present day Texas, is all called “Florida.” Early maps of Florida could also be misleading as some showed areas differently than later maps did, or place names were different or incorrect. Major inlets went by different names over the years. When researching Florida’s Life-Saving Stations, the Biscayne Bay Station was listed as 10 miles north of Boca Ratones, Narrows Cut, and this was a report from the later 1800s. Thinking that can’t be right, as Boca Raton is much further north, I checked a few old maps, and Boca Ratones was indeed a passage in Biscayne Bay and also known as “Narrows Cut,” (the cut just north of Bear Cut). The name meant something like “Rocky Inlet.” Looking up the history of Boca Raton, it says the name Boca Ratones was mistakenly moved on maps in the early 19th century to where Lake Boca Raton is. An 1823 map shows Boca Ratones and Bear Cut both as the same place in Biscayne Bay, and further north shows Boca Ratone Sound (Lake Boca) on the map and calls the area “Boca Ratone Rio Seca” (Dry River) and shows an inlet there called “Dry River Inlet.” This inlet was usually closed off through most of the 18th and 19th centuries. But then again, looking at a 1760 English map of Florida, “Boca de Ratones” is marked about where Boca Raton is today. If this isn’t confusing enough, read on!




  [image: A 1591 engraving by Theodore de Bry, depicting the French landing in Florida. Library of Congress Prints and Photographic Division.]




   A 1591 engraving by Theodore de Bry, depicting the French landing in Florida. Library of Congress Prints and Photographic Division.
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   A 1597 map of Florida and the Gulf Coast. Note: Most all of Gulf Coast is called Florida. Florida et Apalche, Digital Collections, Tampa Library, University of South Florida.
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   Part of a 1769 map showing the Florida Keys. Note: Keys are called “Martyrs Islands.” East Florida, Digital Collections, Tampa Library, University of South Florida.







  [image: A 1783 map of St. Augustine. Note Fort Mantanzas is called “Little Fort.” Also note Fort Mose, the first free black settlement in The Americas. Political Magazine, London, March 1, 1783.]




   A 1783 map of St. Augustine. Note Fort Mantanzas is called “Little Fort.” Also note Fort Mose, the first free black settlement in The Americas. Political Magazine, London, March 1, 1783.
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   Author photographing one of the bronze cannon at fort Castillo de San Marcos, St. Augustine. Monica Singer.







  From the 17th century and into the 19th century, many ships were simply said to have wrecked in the “Gulph of Florida.” This was a very general area and could also include parts of Cuba, the Cay Sal Banks, and other areas of the Bahamas or elsewhere, so a vessel reported as wrecked in the Gulph or “Gulf” of Florida may have wrecked nowhere near Florida. Toward the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century, it was more likely that a vessel listed as wrecked in the Gulf of Florida, did actually wreck in Florida waters. Toward the end of the 18th century, reports were starting to be somewhat more specific as to where a vessel actually wrecked and would specify as wrecked at or near places such as Cape Florida, St. Augustine, Cape Canaveral, the Martiers (spelled a few different ways and generally meant the Florida Keys), the Tortugas, and Pensacola.




  Many ships wrecked in the Florida Keys. The many reefs and Keys they wrecked near went by different names over the years. The Florida reefs of the Keys in the 18th century were simply referred to as the Martiers, Martieres, Martyr’s, or Martyr Reefs, depending on who made the report and how they spelled it. A 1769 map shows the reefs off Key Largo as the “Martyrs Rocks.” Into the 19th century, the reefs were simply referred to as the “Florida Reef.” Cape Florida was also used as a common place name which could encompass any part of the Keys and further up the coast and over to the Cape Sable area. Long Key was previously called Viper Key or Cayo Vivora on Spanish maps. After the Civil War, it was changed to Long Island and then Long Key, probably because of confusion with Long Island, Bahamas. Marathon and the surrounding keys were originally called Cayo de Bacas (or Vacas) by the Spanish, vacas meaning cow. Maybe named after manatees or sea cows? Eventually it was called Key Vacas or Vaccas (spelled both ways) in the 19th century. An 1856 map shows both Key Vaca and Cow Key near each other. Ajax Reef was also called Hay Jack Reef in the mid-1800s. Crocker’s Reef was also called Crow’s Reef, as one wreck was listed on both, and it said Crow’s Reef was six miles below Conch Reef. Grecian Shoals also went by Triangle Reef, and the list goes on.




  Into the later 18th and early 19th centuries, more and more of the reefs and shoals of the Florida Keys and elsewhere were given specific names, many of these names originating from a vessel which wrecked or stranded upon them. Carysfort Reef was one of the first reefs to get named due to a ship. The HMS Carysfort stranded there in 1770, but was gotten off after spending nine days on the reef. She continued to serve and later captured several American vessels off Florida during the Revolutionary War, but this reef was now associated with her stranding and given her name. Surprisingly, most of the early reports mentioning this reef called it “Carysford Reef,” and not until later into the mid-1800s was it then correctly called “Carysfort.” Also confusing is the fact that Carysfort Reef was used to describe most all the reefs off the Key Largo area and north until more of the area reefs got their own individual names such as Molasses Reef, Pickle’s Reef, and French Reef. I’m sure the wreckers sometimes referred to different reefs as “where we salvaged so and so ship,” or where “we salvaged all that molasses,” and the name would then stick to that particular reef. Turtle and Conch Reefs most likely had a great abundance of turtles and conch. Though no longer legal, catching turtles was big business in the 1800s. Conch, sponges, and shrimp eventually got fished out in the Keys. I used to go shrimping during the full moon off Broward and Palm Beach, but haven’t done so in a few years as I just don’t see them anymore. Hopefully they will come back.




  
[image: An 1861 sketch of Ft. Jefferson, Tortugas. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West, from Harper’s Weekly, February 23, 1861.]





   An 1861 sketch of Ft. Jefferson, Tortugas. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West, from Harper’s Weekly, February 23, 1861.







  Other reefs and shoals attributed to a shipwreck are: Ajax Reef, also called Hay Jack Reef (Ship Ajax wrecked there in 1836); Ledbury Reef (snow Ledbury wrecked there in 1769); Pulaski Shoal (ship Pulaski wrecked there in 1832); Tennessee Reef (attributed to the ship Tennessee, which went aground there, but got off in 1832); Triumph Reef (ship Triumph wrecked there in 1838); Alligator Reef (USS Alligator wrecked there in 1822); Fowey Rocks (HMS Fowey struck here in 1748—drifted off and sank in Biscayne Bay though); Looe Key (HMS Looe wrecked there in 1741); Brewster’s Reef (ship Brewster wrecked there in 1848); Hetzel Shoal (lies east of Cape Canaveral, was named after the U.S. Survey Steamer Hetzel, which wrecked on the beach a couple of miles south of Cape Canaveral, but through the perseverance of Capt. Rogers, she was eventually gotten off which was a truly remarkable feat considering her state). The ship Pacific and the bark Grecian were both said to have wrecked on Carysfort Reef in 1836, but since most of the reefs in that area were all referred to as Carysfort Reef at that time, and if I was to make a guess, I’d say “Pacific Reef” and “Grecian Shoals” were named after those vessels and are probably where they actually wrecked. I don’t know how “Molasses Reef” got its name, but molasses was a very common cargo of the time, and several ships full of molasses wrecked in the Keys, though I don’t see the name “Molasses Reef” used in the Florida Keys until around 1880. The reef named “Molasses Reef” in the Caico’s Bank (also referred to as part of the Inagua’s, Bahamas, in the 19th century) goes back much earlier. Some areas were also named after Florida’s pirates (see chapter 6).




  I thought I solved the mystery of how “Pickle’s Reef” got its name, but looks like the mystery remains! Some thought a ship carrying a partial cargo of pickles may have wrecked there. Others thought that the remnants of a lost cargo of concrete in the area, which some say look like pickle barrels, could be how it got its name. But the name Pickle’s (or Pickel’s or Pickell’s or Pickle) Reef goes back to at least 1829, long before concrete was being manufactured in the United States (it’s possible the concrete is from the wreck of the Linda in 1871, which wrecked in that area with a cargo containing barrels of concrete, brimstone, etc.). So how did Pickle’s Reef supposedly get its name? Here’s an excerpt from an article about the reef in the American Republican and Baltimore Daily Clipper, July 18, 1845, and it’s spelled “Pickell’s Reef” in the article, not “Pickle’s Reef”:




 

    The name was given to it by a crew of wreckers, about six or seven years ago, who touched upon it while on their way to Key West, from Key Biscayne, and in compliment to an officer of the army whom they became acquainted with while at the Capes, and whom had distinguished himself in the Florida war.







  So, it turns out the reef has nothing to do with pickles, but was named in honor of an Army officer whose name was Lt. John Pickell! The first reports should have used the name “Pickell’s Reef,” though most early reports I’ve seen only said “Pickel’s Reef,” leaving out the extra “L.” I did find one report regarding the wreck of the Dorothy Foster in 1836 in a London paper which correctly spelled it “Pickell’s Reef.” Looks like soon after this, newspapers mistakenly used the name “Pickle’s Reef,” and the name stuck. I briefly looked up Lt. Pickell, who was under General Jessup’s command. He wrote a journal on his experience in Florida during 1836 and 1837. He was somewhat of a naturalist, in that he describes Florida’s flora and fauna in some detail. He did seem sincere in trying to end the hostilities between the Native Americans and the Army. So, what was originally named “Pickell’s Reef,” in honor of an Army officer, has over time become known as “Pickle’s Reef.” Now my only concern about this explanation is that the earliest mention of the reef I’ve found was regarding the schooner President, reported wrecked on “Pickle’s Reef” in 1829. I know Lt. Pickell was here in 1836, but was he here in 1829, and why is the first mention in 1829 spelled “Pickle”? The Second Seminole War didn’t start until 1835, and the first war ended back in 1819. I believe Lt. Pickell was an 1822 graduate of West Point, so he wasn’t here during the First Seminole War. One wreck was reported on “Little Pickle Reef” in 1834. I guess there’s still a bit of a mystery about Pickle’s Reef yet to be solved. In the wreck section, I spelled the reef’s name as it was reported at that time.




  Coffins Patch (or Patches) Reef was originally called “Collins Patch” or “Collins Patches” (no idea who or what Collin was), and I don’t know when the name got changed from Collins to Coffins but appears to be after the Civil War. Up until the war, even the light there was called Collins Patch Light. I saw mention of a “Rieuzi Reef” in an old report, also called “Big Conch Reef” which is present-day “Conch Reef,” which was most likely named after the ship Rienzi, which wrecked in that area in 1845 (said to have wrecked on both Carysfort and Pickle’s Reefs, though probably wrecked on what is now “Conch Reef”). Was “Davis Reef” named after the brig Davis, which went aground in the Keys, and was gotten off by the wreckers in 1828? Who knows! Would be interesting to see where “Washerwoman Shoal,” the “Samboes,” “Rebecca Shoal,” “Crocker’s Reef,” and many of the other reefs and shoals got their names from. I’m sure there is a great story behind each one.




  Key West was previously called Thompson’s Island for a brief time and before that was called Cayo Hueso. A 1769 map called it West Key. Looking at different maps of Florida through the years, and depending on the nationality of who made the map, the names of areas around Florida went by many different names. Cuba, for instance, was called “Fernandina” by the Spanish in the early 16th century.




    [image: A 1740 English map of the Caribbean detailing the routes of the Spanish treasure fleets. Enlarged the portion showing Florida. Note where the place names “Gulf of Florida,” “Cape Florida,” “Moskitos Inlet,” etc. lay. Gentleman’s Magazine and Historical Chronicle, 1740.]




  A 1740 English map of the Caribbean detailing the routes of the Spanish treasure fleets. Enlarged the portion showing Florida. Note where the place names “Gulf of Florida,” “Cape Florida,” “Moskitos Inlet,” etc. lay. Gentleman’s Magazine and Historical Chronicle, 1740.
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   Key West at the end of Duval St, circa 1870. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.







  [image: A 1900 photo of Key West Bight, end of Elizabeth St. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.]




   A 1900 photo of Key West Bight, end of Elizabeth St. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.







  Many shipwrecks were reported by other vessels who witnessed these wrecks during their voyages and would then share this information when they reached their destination which could be months or even a year or more later. Local newspapers would then report this information and not always be correct. The names of wrecked ships were often incorrectly spelled or completely wrong. Just one example is that of the 1874 wreck of the Barao de Teffe. Other reports spelled it the Baras de Tiffe, Barrao De Teffe, Baris de Tiffe, and Barrao de Taffe. Where some ships were reported as wrecked was also sometimes incorrect. I looked into one wreck reported as lost off Cape Sable, Florida, but turned out it was wrecked off Cape Sable, Nova Scotia. Looked into another as wrecked off St. Augustine, but after further review it turned out as having wrecked off St. Augustine, Brazil, not St. Augustine, Florida. There’s Molasses Reef in the Keys, and Molasses Reef in the Caico’s Bank; Elbow Cay in the Bahamas, and Elbow Reef, Abaco (reports of wrecks on Elbow Reef up until the Civil War referred to the reef off Abaco), and Elbow Reef in the Keys; Great Isaac in the Bahamas and Isaac Shoal near the Tortugas; Sound Pt, Key Largo, and Sound Point, Eleuthera; Indian River, Florida, and Indian River, Delaware; Bird Key Shoal, Tortugas, and Bird Cay, Bahamas; Matanzas, Cuba, and Matanzas Inlet/Bay, Florida; Fowey Rock, England, and Fowey Rocks, Florida. One wreck which confused me was listed as wrecked on Alligator Reef, but was incorrect and should have said Alligator Pond Reef, which is off Jamaica. So, as you can see, where a vessel was listed as wrecked, can sometimes be incorrect or misleading due to a simple misunderstanding of a place name. The Indigenous people had lived on Amelia Island well before any Europeans, and they had their own names for it. I had no idea, but once the Europeans started to arrive, eight different flags flew over Amelia Island at one time or another. French, Spanish, British, Floridian/Patriot, Green Cross, Mexican, Confederate, and the U.S. flags all flew over the island. During the later 18th century it was called Egmont Island, and later during the Revolutionary War, Hillsborough Town. There could have been some confusion with Egmont Key and Hillsborough (or Hillsboro) Inlet, or Hillsborough Bay (also spelled Hillsboro) over the years.




  Here’s a short excerpt from a manuscript captured from one of Jean Lafitte’s French privateers around 1810 that describes the east coast area of Florida from a mariner’s point of view. It was reprinted in the Savannah Republican in 1825:




  

     When you see the Coast of Florida or the islands that lie near it bearing North and South, you may steer north and north by east, keeping always in sight of land; for if you are in Channel, that is to say, when you have made the land which bears N. and S. at WNW, you may approach the coast within two leagues, as far as Cape Canaveral: large vessels, however by no means approach nearer than three leagues; and when the wind is favorable, you may steer your course within from 5 to 6 leagues from the coast. . . . The land of the Florida shore is very low and almost inundated. You can hardly see anything but the trees that grow on it.







  I’ve tried not to list any vessels that were salvaged. Some vessels originally reported as wrecked, were later floated off a reef, raised, or towed back to a port and repaired or condemned. The schooner Emma Knowlton, which was abandoned off Jacksonville in March 1911, and presumed sunk soon after, was found drifting off Bermuda four months later and towed into port. I was listing the schooner Mary Ann as lost off Florida in 1837, but later found it was towed off the beach and towed into Key West. Same as the French brig Glameuse, first reported as wrecked, but then brought to Key West and condemned in 1834. I started to list the Danish tanker Scandia as wrecked, as all the newspapers listed her as a total wreck (one even said she broke in three pieces), on a reef 40 miles south of Miami in 1929. Being over 8,000 tons and carrying over three million gallons of fuel, I then thought why haven’t I heard of this wreck. Being in an area that divers frequent, it should have been found by now. I did some further research, and with some help from the Danish Maritime Museum, found it was salvaged, towed to New York, and was repaired. I started to list the steamer Alicia A. Washburn as it was reported abandoned off the Panhandle in 1886, leaking and engulfed in flames, but checking the Annual List of Merchant Vessels, she was still listed in service for the next two years, so must have been salvaged. A few vessels I reported as wrecked or possibly wrecked in the first two editions, I’ve since found were salvaged, and that information is updated in this book.




  Pensacola was an important port going back to the 18th century. As mentioned in the first two editions of Shipwrecks of Florida, the lumber industry boomed here in Florida in the later 19th century and early 20th century, and ports like Pensacola, Apalachicola, Fernandina, Jacksonville, Tampa, and St. Augustine flourished. Quite a few lumber ships were wrecked during this period. The Cedar Keys area and the reefs around Key West supported a thriving sponge business, and Tarpon Springs is still a popular tourist destination where one can still see the sponge boats and sponge divers still operating. Agriculture, which is still Florida’s major industry next to tourism, helped with the expansion of shipping from Florida ports. The age of sail soon came to an end by the late 1920s, and steam, gas and diesel-powered vessels took over. Agriculture and tourism are now Florida’s main industries, and the building boom continues to this day, with construction supplies being shipped into Florida ports on a daily basis, and tourists from all over the world can be seen coming and going from one of the many large cruise ships based here in Florida. Warships and submarines, fuel tankers, cruise ships, freighters, yachts, and smaller pleasure craft can be seen everywhere off Florida’s coast, in her many inland waterways and lakes, or docked in her many ports or Naval and Coast Guard bases, making Florida a busy state, if not the busiest state, for all types of ships and watercraft in the United States. Unfortunately, as you will find in this book, all types of vessels continue to be wrecked or lost both here and all around the globe.
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   Sketch of Pensacola Harbor circa 1760-1770s. Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.
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   An 1886 photo of the Pensacola waterfront. Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.







  
[image: A 1902 photo of the Fernandina Lumber Wharf. Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.]





   A 1902 photo of the Fernandina Lumber Wharf. Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.
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   A 1926 photo of abandoned lumber schooners at Miami (toward the end of the age of sail.) Courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.
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   The new port at St. Petersburg, early 1900s. Library of Congress Prints and Photographic Division/Keystone View Co.
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   The lumber wharf on the St Johns River, Jacksonville. Library of Congress Prints and Photographic Division/Detroit Photographic Co.
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   A 1794 map of East and West Florida. Euriskodata, Inc.
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  Mystery Wreck




  I’m giving this wreck its own chapter, as the previous chapter describes the difficulties in trying to identify a shipwreck or pin down a wreck’s location from old records. What first appeared to be a no-brainer as to the identity of this wreck, turns out to be far from it.




  My previous editions listed the wreck of the Spring of Whitby. A ship’s bell with her name inscribed on it was found off the coast of Florida, so there could be no doubt as to her identity, or could there? The following details some research I did on this wreck site.




  In 1965, a shipwreck was discovered a few hundred feet off the beach of Wabasso, Florida. A bronze bell was recovered from the site and inscribed on the bell was the name Spring of Whitby and the date 1801. Now one would think that with this information, the history of this wreck, and the date she wrecked, would be easy to research. Having dove the area of the wreck in the 1990s, I was interested in finding out more, so I recently did some research on this vessel as nobody as yet has determined for sure her true identity or any details of this wreck’s demise. The best source for my research was the book The Ancient Port of Whitby and Its Shipping, by Richard Weatherill, published in 1908, which lists all the vessels built or owned at that port. I also checked Lloyd’s Register of Shipping and Lloyd’s List (one is simply a register of all vessels, and the other lists vessels’ movements and any disasters), along with newspaper records of the time. First thing I found was that there never was a vessel called the Spring of Whitby ever built or owned at Whitby, nor could I find any vessel with that name anywhere else! I did find three vessels with the name Spring, two which were built at the Whitby shipyards, and one that was owned at Whitby but built elsewhere that fit this time frame. I immediately eliminated one as it was built in 1807 and was lost near Dunkirk. That left two vessels, the “ship” Spring, built 1800 (probably launched 1801), 397 tons, 110 feet x 29.2 feet, built at Whitby by Fishburn and Brodrick, and the “brig” Spring, built elsewhere in 1801, but owned at Whitby.




  The “ship” Spring was sold to the government and used as a transport out of London. She later became a merchant ship sailing between London and Quebec and other eastern Canadian ports. She was listed in Lloyd’s Register until 1825, when she was no longer listed. In the 1824 register, the captain was listed as James Skelton. Lloyd’s List of 1824 has no mention of either the ship Spring or Captain Skelton. This was the vessel that others had previously attributed as the vessel wrecked off Wabasso.




  The other vessel was the 138 ton “brig” Spring (after 1807 was listed at 145 tons), built 1801 at Portrack near Stockton, but owned at Whitby. She disappeared from Lloyd’s Register after 1815. In 1815, she was listed as single decked with beams and copper bolted. Her last captain was J. C. Smith. She returned to Liverpool from Rio in May 1815, and soon after made her last and final voyage to Wilmington, North Carolina. Lloyd’s List of October 1815 says she became a total wreck in late August 1815, on the “Cape Roman Shoals” (now called Cape Romain, South Carolina), and all the crew were saved. So that vessel was eliminated, or was it?




  I then checked newspapers for the year 1824, as that was when the “ship” Spring appears to have been lost. Searching English papers, I found a September 1824 paper that mentions the British ship Spring not being heard from for over three months and thought this could be the one lost off Florida. The captain was named Quelch, and she was on a voyage from Southampton to Mexico (which put it in the area of Florida). On board was the ex-emperor of Mexico, General Iturbide, who most attribute to Mexico’s independence from Spain. The voyage was for the sole purpose of landing the general at a predetermined area along the Mexican coast in hopes of his gaining control of Mexico again. He had previously been exiled not long after he was named emperor. Unfortunately for the general, he was soon captured and executed by a firing squad, and the Spring returned to England later that year. I also determined that this Spring was an entirely different English ship, and not built or owned at Whitby. I now eliminated this English ship called the Spring, though the very interesting story of the ex-Emperor sidetracked me for a couple of hours!




  [image: An 1814 ad for the brig Spring. The Liverpool Mercury, 1814.]




   An 1814 ad for the brig Spring. The Liverpool Mercury, 1814.







  So back to the ship under command of Captain Skelton. This ship is no longer mentioned in Lloyd’s Register after 1824. Looking through Lloyd’s List, which mentions shipwrecks and vessel’s ports of call, I could find nothing on the Spring after 1823. No mention of her or Captain Skelton anywhere. Lloyd’s list of 1823 mentions her arrival in Quebec in July 1823. Then in December 1823, in both Lloyd’s List and some British newspapers, it was reported that the ship Spring, of London, with a cargo of lumber, wrecked in a terrible storm on the shore near Bovenbergen, December 9, 1823, on the west coast of Jutland, and immediately went to pieces with the loss of all on board. The captain’s name is not mentioned in the reports, though I’ll bet it was Skelton. This was a pretty violent storm, and a number of other vessels also wrecked nearby, so there wasn’t much detail given on the Spring. She usually carried lumber from Canada, and it’s been reported that this was the cargo, so I’m fairly sure that this is the wreck of the “ship” Spring, of Whitby, built in 1800, and maybe launched in 1801. Not the wreck off Florida! And as others have questioned, what would she be doing off Florida when on a voyage from Canada back to Europe? Piracy was now just declining from one of its bloodiest and busiest engagements throughout the Caribbean and up the eastern coast of America, and it’s not entirely improbable that a ship could be captured by pirates off Canada and taken south, but in this case, I don’t think that is a possibility, as another ship would most likely have reported seeing her along such a voyage, and all evidence indicates that this is the ship that wrecked off Jutland!




  So back to the mystery of the bell. The inscription was probably meant to say: “Spring, of Whitby.” Looking at all the evidence, I’m led to believe the bell is from the “brig” Spring, built in 1801, and owned at Whitby, though not built there. How did the bell end up off Florida, you ask? Well, the brig was reported as wrecked off South Carolina in 1815 on Cape Roman Shoal, so she was likely accessible and probably some of the wreck remained above water. Like all accessible wrecks, anything that could be salvaged, was! Though only conjecture, I’m thinking that along with the sails, rigging, and whatever else, the ship’s bell was also salvaged, and most likely placed onto another vessel which later wrecked off Florida’s coast. Just my guess, but if I’m right, the identity of this vessel, and the nature of her demise, still remains a mystery yet to be solved!




  Many of the shipwrecks in this book have a unique story to tell, and many more still have secrets yet to reveal!
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  The Wreckers




  With so many vessels being wrecked along the Florida coast, more and more individuals made a living from the salvage of these vessels. Some of the early Keys residents like Jacob Houseman made a name for themselves in the wrecking business. These “wreckers” were a hardy bunch of seafarers. Before Key West was established, they would come from the Bahamas or ports along the U.S. coast to search for wrecks along Florida to salvage. Spaniards from Cuba would also engage in the wrecking business before the Bahamians and Americans took it over in this area, and the local indigenous tribes would also engage in the salvage business whenever the opportunity arose. If a hurricane or storm was reported, these hardy individuals would set sail for Florida to go “wrecking,” hoping to find abandoned vessels or cargo. After Key West was established, wrecking became the main business there, and as mentioned in Shipwrecks of Florida, Key West was the wealthiest city per capita in the United States for a time due to the wrecking business. Were there unscrupulous individuals in this business? I’m sure there were, just as there are in many businesses today. The schooner Hiram claimed she wrecked in 1837 due to false light on the beach at Key West. In 1851, the brig John French reported a “False Light” off Key West. Most wreckers though put their lives on the line to save vessels, cargoes, and other lives. The wrecking vessel Mount Vernon was lost along with 12 men during the October 1844 hurricane, while trying to save the ship Atlantic. The pilot boat/wrecker Florida was lost helping salvage cargo from the ship Crown in 1857, though no lives were lost. Seventeen wrecking vessels and 200 men spent three weeks saving most of the Crown’s cargo and materials.




  [image: A 19th century illustration “Wreck on the Florida Keys,” by E. Moran. Note the wrecking vessels nearby. Intermediate Geography (1800s).]




   A 19th century illustration “Wreck on the Florida Keys,” by E. Moran. Note the wrecking vessels nearby. Intermediate Geography (1800s).







  
[image: A 19th century illustration of an early salvage diver. Courtesy of Baldwin Library of Children’s Historical Literature, Special Area and Studies Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville (from St. Nicholas Magazine).]





   A 19th century illustration of an early salvage diver. Courtesy of Baldwin Library of Children’s Historical Literature, Special Area and Studies Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville (from St. Nicholas Magazine).







  The work was backbreaking. The New York Herald, January 16, 1849, relayed a report from the Courier about the salvage of the steamboat Anglo Saxon in 1848.




  

     The A S ran ashore on Ledbury Reef (about 5 miles from Caesar’s Creek, and 15 miles from Cape Florida) on the 23d Dec, at 7 40 PM, and was boarded by the wreckers on the following day at 11 A.M. the wind at the time blowing a strong gale from the ENE. She is said to be very much injured, and was so badly ashore that the coral, sand, &c, had to be dug from under her guards, as also every thing of weight removed previous to her getting off. She was towed down by the sloops Texas and Parallel, which, with the sloop R.H. Green, and 50 men, got her off, at top high water, morning of the 27th. The captain had given up all hopes of getting her off, and the passengers had removed their baggage to the wrecking vessels. Owing to the boisterous weather, greater than ordinary exertion had to be used, or she never could have come off: this, combined with the superior abilities of the captains of the wrecking vessels alone saved her.







  Usually, a stranded vessel would have to agree with some sort of percentage the wreckers would receive before they would attempt to save a vessel or its cargo. Captain Thompson of the ship Erin go Bragh went aground on Sand Key in 1850 and described the wreckers as “hovering around his ship like a swarm of bees.” He refused their help, and to the wrecker’s disappointment, he and his crew got her off after five days on the key. Many times, a dispute would ensue after the vessel or cargo was salvaged, and just as it is today, lawyers would end up in court and try and settle these disputes, or the dispute would be settled by a judge in a salvage court.




  I remember a story about a Key West pastor, who was also a wrecker, which may or may not be true. While giving his sermon on a Sunday morning, he saw a vessel go aground out in the harbor. All the wreckers in town were in the church, and he being the only one looking in that direction, continued on with his sermon while slowly making his way toward the door, and also giving his crew a signal. He quickly ended the sermon as he and his crew bolted out the door to their wrecking vessel so as to be the first on the scene!




  Though wrecking was a very profitable business in Key West, many wreckers were also shipwrights, or worked with the many shipwrights in Key West, who also made a very good living repairing the many vessels towed into Key West. An example of how good they were at their job was the repair of the bark John Parker, of Boston, which wrecked in April 1846 and was towed into Key West that month. This was not a small vessel as I’m guessing over 100 feet long, and in less than two months, she’s loaded again and sets sail. Could you find a shipyard today that could do this work in less than two months? The Boston Post of May 2, 1846, had a report from Key West dated April 18:




  

     The bark John Parker must land everything moveable of weight, together with all her spars but lower masts. In heaving down yesterday she fell on the shears, and it requires the services of 20 men to raise her up; 40 feet of main keel abaft is good; fore foot split, bilge planks very much chafed, fastenings and copper started all along the bilge; several plank must come out—400 boxes sugar damaged, all the ground tier being wet. Materials can be had here to make repairs, and 10 or 12 men as carpenters and caulkers are employed.







  They had to replace part of the keel, replace some planking, install new lower rudder pintles (pins), and so on, and it was all repaired by the end of May, and she set sail after reloading the beginning of June.




  [image: Old S.H. Kress & Co. postcard showing wreckers around the steamship Alicia, wrecked in 1905 on Ajax Reef. From author’s collection.]




   Old S.H. Kress & Co. postcard showing wreckers around the steamship Alicia, wrecked in 1905 on Ajax Reef. From author’s collection.







  [image: The Alicia on the reef, with the wreckers around her. Yachting Magazine “Wreck Ashore,” April 1942.]




   The Alicia on the reef, with the wreckers around her. Yachting Magazine “Wreck Ashore,” April 1942.







  
[image: The Louisiane on the reef next to Sombrero Light. Was saved by the wreckers. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.]





   The Louisiane on the reef next to Sombrero Light. Was saved by the wreckers. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.







  [image: An 1868 ad for divers for the sale of two wrecks near Pensacola. New York Herald, 1868.]




   An 1868 ad for divers for the sale of two wrecks near Pensacola. New York Herald, 1868.







  For more information, I highly recommend the book, The Florida Keys, Volume 3, The Wreckers, by John Viele (see suggested reading in the Bibliography).




  THE “OTHER WRECKERS”




  Once the Seminole Wars ended in 1858, more settlers made Florida their home. The east coast area from St. Augustine to Cape Florida was largely uninhabited by Europeans up until that time. By 1873, there were cattle ranches on the mainland, orange groves along the coast, and settlers along the Indian River regions who became part-time wreckers whenever a vessel or its cargo came ashore along this coast. These part-time “wreckers” aren’t to be associated with the “wreckers” of the Florida Keys who saved and salvaged vessels and cargoes legally as a full-time occupation, with a government license to do so. Those wreckers worked with the owners of both the vessels and cargoes that they salvaged. The part-time wreckers further up the coast when salvaging any vessels, did so with absolutely no legal authority.




  The following is from an article I found reprinted in the Savannah Morning News, May 10, 1873, titled “The Florida Wreckers—The Winged Wagons of the Indian River and the Gulf Stream.” Far from salvaging anything legally, this article gives a whole new insight in how many of the wrecks along the mid-eastern coast of Florida were salvaged, along with living conditions of the time along this coast. It was a pretty desolate coast from Cape Canaveral to Cape Florida, and the sudden storms that frequented this coast wrecked many a vessel. The article also went on about insurance fraud which I go into later in this chapter.




  

     WINGED WAGONS—The beach varies from fifty yards to five miles in width. It separates Mosquito Lagoon and Indian River from the ocean. The lagoon and river are connected by a short cut or canal, hewn through a bed of soft coquina rock during the Seminole War. This canal, or “haulover,” as the natives call it, is about a mile from Dummitt’s celebrated orange grove, and is nearly four hundred yards long. The mainland, with its vast growth of pines, stretches beyond the lagoons.




  The Indian River is a sort of public highway. Not more than fifteen families live upon its banks. Each family owns a winged wagon, or cat-rigged sailboat. There are but few land roads, and all the travel and business are done in those centre-board buggies. Some of the inhabitants are compelled to sail two hundred miles to reach a store or a church. Others go as far for a doctor. The dead are buried in the garden in homemade coffins. There are no schoolhouses within a week’s journey. In some cases it takes four days to go to a post office and return. Everything depends upon the wind. People look for the course of the wind the first thing in the morning. “When do you think the wind will shift?” is a common question. Instead of “How’s the weather,” you hear. “How’s the wind?” I found a Swede living upon an island in Lake Worth who was in the habit of sailing two hundred miles to borrow a book or a newspaper. He usually returned it within a month. As this necessitated two trips, he actually traveled eight hundred miles for the sake of a little reading.




  NEWS OF A WRECK—Such are the people who look upon a wreck as a god-send. It furnishes them with shoes, muslin, calico, buttons, hooks and eyes, and a thousand little necessaries of life which they can get in no other way. A storm arises, and a vessel is driven ashore. The sailors wander across the beach to Indian River. They hail some straggler and are forwarded north in the little cat-rigged wagons. The news of the wreck spreads like wildfire. As the country is flat, the spars of a stranded vessel can be seen at a great distance. “A wrack, a wrack,” is the cry, and within twenty-four hours, Indian River is dotted with winged phaetons, all striving for the nearest point to the ship. The wreckers fight their way through the almost impenetrable palmetto scrub to the beach, and pick up whatever they can find. When the dead bodies become bloated and offensive, they are buried in the sand. Each wrecker piles his plunder in a heap. Some hunt in couples. One man watches the pile, while the other adds to it. Occasionally whole parties club together. A part of them operate upon the wreck, one of them guards the stores, and the others tote the booty through the sand and scrub to the boats, which may be miles away from the wreck. Thus a pathway is opened, which is used by all. At times the water is so shallow that the fleet of cat-rigged sailboats are compelled to anchor a quarter of a mile from shore, and the wreckers have to wade out to them with their plunder on their backs. As fast as the boats are loaded they put for home, and return for a second cargo as soon as possible. Some men are weeks in securing all their booty. Occasionally parties build a shanty upon the sand from the driftwood of the ship. They occupy it until the last vestige of the cargo has disappeared. Then they strip the vessel of all the brass and copper they can reach, and leave her for good.




  WHERE THE BULL DRIVERS COME IN—Those living on the Indian or Banana Rivers generally get the first chance at the wreck, but after three or four days the news spreads among the bull drivers of the vast cattle ranges on the main land, and they flock to the beach like hungry crows. Knowing that the tidbits of the cargo will be picked up long before their arrival, they bring with them all their ringboned and spavined nags, and barter them for wrecked goods. They are sharp at a trade and make curious bargains. When the Ladona was wrecked, a bull driver swapped a mare to a man named Summelin for 125 pairs of brogans, a peck of buttons, a half bushel of spool thread, and a pint of fish hooks. Summelin thought he had made a good bargain, but the mare died within a week for want of something to eat. The bull drivers generally bring with them a lot of provisions, which they trade with the wreckers, who are nearly famished, for articles that strike their fancy.




  Water is usually very scarce in the vicinity of the wreck. An old cove named Harris turns this scarcity into money. On the announcement of a wreck he arms himself with a two-gallon jug filled with water, jumps into his boat, hoists his sail, and puts for the ship. On his way over the beach he meets a dozen men in the hot sun bending under the weight of plunder which they are toting to the boats. Some of them have not tasted water for twenty-four hours. As Harris meets them he kindly offers them a drink. They drop their loads and gladly seize the jug and turn its bottom to the sky. Meanwhile Harris steals the most valuable part of their booty, receives the thanks of the thirsty victims for his kindness, and travels on. If he is caught stealing, he coolly says, “Well, Tom, you’ve got more of this than you want, an’ I reckon you won’t miss this here roll of flannel, so I’ll just confiscate it.” In nine cases out of ten the victim, in gratitude of the water, will say, “All right, Harris; take it along.” Should Harris meet a man bearing a load not worth stealing, he will turn away his head as if intensely interested in something beyond him, and not see the thirsty wrecker. Harris and his jug turn up at every wreck. The old man’s peculiarities, however, have become well known, and his business is falling off.




  FLORIDA PHILOSOPHY—Most of the inhabitants here wear wrecked goods. Even their hats and shoes come from stranded ships. Their wives and daughters have dresses and aprons made of wrecked calico, their tables are covered with wrecked linen, and their beds are spread with wrecked muslin. A good wreck will supply an economical family for years. The ship ashore is regarded as legitimate prey. The people are honest and passably industrious, but they will go for a week like gulls after a dead fish. They reason like philosophers. A vessel freighted with merchandise runs ashore. The goods drift upon the beach in a sandy wilderness, miles away from any residence. Before the authorities can take any action, everything will be ruined. The people declare that they might better secure what comes ashore than leave it upon the beach to rot. So they take what they can find. They look upon it as a gift of Providence. The difficulties in transportation are such that it will not pay the underwriters to secure a ship’s cargo unless it is unusually valuable and imperishable. In nine cases out of 10 a Government official will help himself to the booty, and consequently the wreckers seem to think it a duty they owe themselves and the country to get ahead of him. They are kind-hearted and generous to shipwrecked passengers and sailors, and unhesitatingly peril their lives to save them. They will go miles out of their way to forward them on their way north, feeding and clothing them without asking for a cent in return. They throw out no false lights, but calmly await whatever the wind and the Lord may send them. They bury the dead in the sand, and regard the cargo as common property. Ministers, deacons, Freemasons, Christians, and sinners all run a race for the plunder. They do not call it stealing, but simply saving an immense amount of property from being wasted. A man would be safe among them with a million of dollars in his pocket—much safer than he would be in New York City, but they would plunder a wrecked bum—boat without a qualm of conscience.







  The article goes further to state how the Seminoles, under young Tiger Tail, salvaged most of the wrecks to the south of Jupiter Inlet. It went on to say how his band salvaged linens and silks from a British ship wrecked north of Biscayne Bay in 1872 and traded the linens with settlers on the east coast, but brought the more valuable silks to the west coast to trade with those in Tampa and Cedar Keys. It also mentioned that all the dogs and cats around Cape Canaveral came from all the wrecked ships in the area. The writer says that while he was at the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse, a crew from a Prussian ship from Cardenas, loaded with iron, which they had to abandon at sea in the boats, came ashore there and left a cat they saved from the ship.




  EARLY SALVAGE TECHNIQUE




  Many salvage divers including myself have used a 55-gallon drum to raise an object from the sea bed. Starting back in the 1840s, instead of a 55-gallon drum, the early wreckers used a “hogshead,” which was a large cask, usually of 63 gallons but came as large as 140 gallons in size. Mentioned throughout the book is the word “bilged,” which meant the ship’s lower hull was damaged to allow the water to pour into it. According to Albion’s book,




  
[image: The salvage vessel Ella Warley III. Note the prop wash deflectors (blowers) that lower over the propellers, working on the “Jupiter Wreck.” These could move over 20 feet of sand in order to reach the bottom.]





   The salvage vessel Ella Warley III. Note the prop wash deflectors (blowers) that lower over the propellers, working on the “Jupiter Wreck.” These could move over 20 feet of sand in order to reach the bottom.







  [image: Jack Pennel’s outboard “blower.” We used this one year on a 1715 wreck site to move sand in the shallow reef area.]




   Jack Pennel’s outboard “blower.” We used this one year on a 1715 wreck site to move sand in the shallow reef area.







  
[image: Author’s old White’s PI 1000 underwater metal detector, which still works after 25 years, though had some help.]





   Author’s old White’s PI 1000 underwater metal detector, which still works after 25 years, though had some help.







  [image: The latest White’s Surfmaster PI Dual Feed underwater metal detector. White’s Electronics.]




   The latest White’s Surfmaster PI Dual Feed underwater metal detector. White’s Electronics.







  [image: Then MAC president Bill Raymond, on our floating commercial dredge, on a later 1800s wreck-site during an archaeological investigation.]




   Then MAC president Bill Raymond, on our floating commercial dredge, on a later 1800s wreck-site during an archaeological investigation.







  
[image: This and the next four photos show the progression of salvaging an anchor we found about ten feet from some 1715 cannons we discovered on the north end of the “Cabin” site. The anchor belonged to a later wreck though. One of the arms was quite bent from trying to hold the vessel it belonged to in place, and judging from how it lay, the vessel must have wrecked right up onto the beach. What a story it could tell! This photo shows the lift bags I used to tie to and lift the anchor. We then slowly towed it about 1/2 mile to Mel Fisher’s salvage vessel, which had a crane. Author.]





   This and the next four photos show the progression of salvaging an anchor we found about ten feet from some 1715 cannons we discovered on the north end of the “Cabin” site. The anchor belonged to a later wreck though. One of the arms was quite bent from trying to hold the vessel it belonged to in place, and judging from how it lay, the vessel must have wrecked right up onto the beach. What a story it could tell! This photo shows the lift bags I used to tie to and lift the anchor. We then slowly towed it about 1/2 mile to Mel Fisher’s salvage vessel, which had a crane. Author.







  

     The favorite method of salvaging a stranded hull which had “bilged” was to fill the hold with empty hogsheads at low tide while the water was out of the hull. The breaches in the planking would be plugged up; steam pumps set to work; and, when the tide came in again, the buoyancy of the hogsheads was sometimes enough to enable a steamer to tow her clear.







  Search and salvage equipment continues to improve. Where we used to use a sextant to pinpoint our location using beach markers, we now use a GPS. Chirp or side-scan sonar is now available on many common fish-finders and just installed one myself.




  A discussed in Shipwrecks of Florida, most older objects recovered from the sea will need some sort of conservation, which can be very time-consuming.




  
[image: Mel Fisher’s salvage vessel lifting the anchor with its crane.]





   Mel Fisher’s salvage vessel lifting the anchor with its crane.







  [image: The anchor was kept wet until conservation could start. That’s conservator Noel Vassallo in the Marine Archaeological Council’s conservation tank along with another anchor, preparing them for electrolysis.]




   The anchor was kept wet until conservation could start. That’s conservator Noel Vassallo in the Marine Archaeological Council’s conservation tank along with another anchor, preparing them for electrolysis.







  
[image: The anchor after conservation.]





   The anchor after conservation.







  [image: The anchor had the letters “MLD” stamped in the middle of where the arms meet the shank and have yet to identify them.]




   The anchor had the letters “MLD” stamped in the middle of where the arms meet the shank and have yet to identify them.







  
[image: Photo of the Global Hope in a sinking condition off Key West in 1978. Coast Guard and salvage companies (modern wreckers) saved her and towed her to Texas to be scrapped. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.]





   Photo of the Global Hope in a sinking condition off Key West in 1978. Coast Guard and salvage companies (modern wreckers) saved her and towed her to Texas to be scrapped. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.







  INSURANCE FRAUD




  Insurance fraud also reared its ugly head. Some ships were being intentionally wrecked or sunk in order to collect insurance money. Some of these incidents were investigated. The ship William Hitchcock was reported as wrecked on the Tortugas in February 1848 by the captain and crew who made it to Key West. The wreck was investigated by Captain John Hoyt, agent for the underwriters, and found five auger holes on each side opposite the fore hatch in order to sink her. He had these plugged and she was then pumped out and gotten off with the assistance of the wreckers. Also in 1848, the brig Benjamin Litchfield grounded near Sand Key and her captain refused any help from the wreckers. Her cargo of lime soon caught fire and most everything was lost. The wreck was later investigated, and the hull was found to have had auger holes drilled through it. Most likely another case of insurance fraud.




  The Captain of the Brother’s Pride had loaded her with a worthless fake cargo and purposely wrecked her off Florida in 1879 in order to collect on the insurance. Just a few months later that same year, the brig George Harris was beached near Cape Canaveral, having reported she was in a sinking condition due to a storm. An agent for the underwriter, Mr. Ellis, investigated and found an auger hole, falsified log, very little water in her hold, and the fact that there was no storm!




  In 1896 at Pensacola, the captain of the ship Mabel Taylor refused to obey the pilot’s order to anchor up, and all through the night, while in site of the life-saving station, never issued a distress signal. She was found aground the next morning a total wreck. She was totally insured though! The captain had no answer as to why she wrecked.




  The earlier 1873 quoted article, “The Florida Wreckers,” also mentioned a schooner which wrecked below Cape Canaveral with $50 worth of shingles on board. Government officials saved the cargo, though it cost the taxpayers $4,000 to do so. It goes on about insurance fraud at that time: “There is little doubt that the Florida coast is turned to good account by dishonest shippers and captains. When a vessel gets old and unseaworthy, it is an easy matter to load her with a nominal cargo, and insure both vessel and cargo double their value. She can be scuttled or run ashore on the Florida coast miles away from any habitation, and the insurance companies are none the wiser. It is said that one-third of the wrecks are caused by rascally captains. Col. Titus gave me the name of a steamer which went ashore near Lake Worth in January last, which he places in this category. I have forgotten her name, but she came from New York, and Titus declared that he would prove what he said.”




  Implying that one-third of the wrecks around this time were wrecked on purpose may be stretching it a bit, though who knows. Would be interesting to follow up on many of these insurance investigations and see if anyone got prosecuted, and if so, what the outcome was. Sometimes a wreck was reported that never even existed such as with the supposed wreck of the America in 1846. It appears the whole story was made up.




  Wrecks also brought opportunity to some wheeler and dealer types. Take for instance the wreck of the ship Bombay, which went aground in the Tortugas, February 1838. She was gotten off and her cargo saved by the wreckers. They then towed the ship into Tortugas Harbor where they left her after removing much of the materials. The captain sold her at auction for $1,450. Half the profit from the sale of the cargo went to the wreckers. The buyer, finding the hull not that badly damaged, had her repaired in the harbor and he immediately resold her to a merchant in New Orleans for a $7,000 profit via a quick claim deed. The ship then went to New Orleans where she was refitted and fully repaired. By May 22, 1838, with a full cargo of cotton, she sailed for England and by late September 1838, she was back in New York. She was insured for $30,000. It was reported on May 10 that the underwriter for the insurance company came to Key West from Boston in order to seize her, and when he learned she was now in New Orleans, he proceeded there. No idea what transpired after that as she may have already sailed for England by the time the underwriter arrived in New Orleans.




  Reality shows like Storage Wars on television have been a big success. Salvaged material from shipwrecks were auctioned in a similar manner. A number of papers reported how a bidder bought 12 crates at $12 each off the wreck of the Lima in 1825 at Key West. All were filled with crockery (some broken), along with lace and silks, and the bidder made a profit of over $500, which was a very large amount in those days (would be equal to over $11,000 in profit today).




  Ships and small craft continue to be lost or rescued annually, even with the most sophisticated equipment on board. Salvage companies like Titan, which used to be based in Florida, now work all over the globe salvaging wrecked ships. But it’s the crews of the Coast Guard who are usually first on the scene off our coast and who continue to place themselves in danger in order to save lives. Even the Navy steps in when needed. During Hurricane Hugo in 1999, the 150-foot tug Gulf Majesty was towing a 750-foot barge. Hit by the storm about 300 miles off Jacksonville, with 40-foot waves and 60-mph winds, they needed to cut the barge loose, but the tug was filling with water before they were able and had to be abandoned. An SOS was sent before they abandoned her. The Coast Guard got the coordinates but had no vessels in the area and contacted the Navy. The Navy’s John F. Kennedy had left Mayport to ride out the storm and was the closest vessel to the wreck. They launched two SH-60 Seahawk’s which took an hour to reach the scene in 35–45 knot winds. One found three of the eight crew in the water and rescued them. Low on fuel, they returned to the ship. They returned later and found the rest in a life raft and all were rescued.
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  Some Noteworthy and Interesting Items




  Additional information related to a wreck can be found in chapter 8.




  Sharks




 Sunk by a shark!—The crew of the shrimper Christine Nicole must have been playing scenes from the movie Jaws in their minds when a massive bull shark rammed their vessel in 2007, which caused it to sink.




  The original “Shark Hunter”—Capt. Quint from the movie Jaws had a burning hatred toward sharks due to his experience from having survived the sinking of the USS Indianapolis. That same hatred was shared by a Mr. Wainwright. Back in 1887, the wife of Mr. Wainwright fell overboard in Jupiter Inlet and was devoured by a shark. The Detroit Free Press had an article in 1891 called “He Loved Her,” and noted that after three years, Mr. Wainwright had killed over 800 sharks from Jupiter Inlet, and had no intention of stopping!




  Jupiter Inlet must have had a reputation as a shark haven as a number of papers published a story about shark attacks in 1873, which related an incident during the Civil War about a boat which was upset about 20 feet from shore by Jupiter Inlet with 14 sailors on board. “There was a foaming of the waters, and in half a minute twelve of the fourteen men disappeared.” Two did make shore, but were so badly bitten that they soon died from their wounds.




  Shark by another name—In 1875 it was reported from Pensacola that a sailor had stolen a boat there and it soon capsized in the bay where he was “immediately gobbled up by a Sunday School Trout, known elsewhere as a shark.” First time I’ve heard of that reference.




  Crew lost—See chapter 8 to read about the fate of the Carrie Strong in 1916.




  ABANDONED AND LOCKED BELOW DECK ONLY TO BE EATEN ALIVE!




 Makes a great headline, but this was the fate of one on board the schooner Jessie P in 1896!




  [image: An 1896 article headline about the Jessie P. The Shields Daily Gazette & Shipping Telegraph, July 1896.]




   An 1896 article headline about the Jessie P. The Shields Daily Gazette & Shipping Telegraph, July 1896.







  Unusual cargoes—Imagine finding an ancient Egyptian artifact on a wreck site in the Florida Keys. That would be history making, or maybe not! An Egyptian mummy was salvaged from the wreck of the ship Spermo in 1827 on Alligator Reef. Were there more Egyptian artifacts that went down with her? Maybe so! If you do find one there, don’t call National Geographic just yet—it’s most likely from the wreck of the Spermo!




  Find an intact safe on Ledbury reef? Don’t get too excited. The ship Quebec had gone ashore on Ledbury Reef, January 21, 1848, and though she was gotten off, she threw much of her cargo overboard, which consisted of Salamander safes (Salamander was a popular safe manufacturer), ploughs, dry goods, castings, and so on. The wreckers dove and recovered much of the cargo. So if you find a “Salamander” safe while diving on Ledbury Reef, it will likely have nothing inside, but if it’s not a “Salamander,” well, then you just might want to get excited.




  What if you came across a pile of 69 cannon in Tortugas Bay. You may think you found a Spanish Galleon or a great warship, but those were just part of the cargo of the schooner E. Richardson, which wrecked there in 1870.




  Just about everything was transported by ship back in the day, including a complete dinosaur skeleton destined for a museum in 1845, and salvaged by the wreckers.




  The strange tale of the Helen Mar—She was reported wrecked in 1835, though eventually found abandoned and floating. Her tale is told in the chapter 8, and it’s definitely a strange one.




  James Bond’s DB5—It’s not a shipwreck, but one of the most famous movie cars, the original Aston Martin DB5 that Sean Connery drove in the movie Goldfinger, may lie off the coast of Florida. It disappeared from a Boca Raton aircraft hangar in June 1997 and has never been seen since. The story was covered on Brad Meltzer’s TV show Lost History, where one theory was a freight plane had flown in that evening, picked it up, and dumped it in the ocean off Florida for the insurance money. There was some evidence that a freight plane did fly in that night. There may be a reward for the finder!




  Saved after being locked in a barrel—You could not make up a story like this! As punishment for not obeying the captain, a rambunctious 14-year-old boy was confined to an empty water cask overnight on the ship Alexander in 1870, but was washed overboard during a terrible storm that evening. The boy survives after 30 hours at sea; the ship does not!




  The slave trade—The slave trade flourished in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, and many a pirate took part in this trade. One was found off the Marquesas in 1984 and identified is the Henrietta Marie, which wrecked in 1700, though she had already dropped off her cargo of slaves in Cuba. It was investigated and many artifacts relating to this nefarious trade are now in a traveling exhibit bringing the story of slavery to thousands of people all over the world. Though Congress banned bringing slaves into the United States in 1807 (to begin January 1, 1808), that didn’t stop many from continuing the trade. Florida though didn’t become a state until 1845, and though it was known as a sanctuary for runaway slaves, the trade also continued here.




  In 1817, a small Spanish schooner from Africa arrived at Amelia Island with a cargo of slaves, not realizing the island was now under control of the Florida/Patriots. It was immediately captured by an 18-gun privateer stationed there.




  
[image: Recently found anchor (found in the area the Nimble went aground chasing the Guerrero in 1827) that may help locate the pirate/slave ship Guerrero. Note how much sand nature moved, as only the encrusted portion was previously visible. Though barely visible in photo, much of the wood stock was still there having been buried for many years. Boy Scout Nautical Group 32, Ft. Lauderdale, and Mr. Frank Brinson, P.E.]
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  A number of groups have searched for the wreck of the pirate/slave ship Guerrero that had captured most if not all the slaves from other slave traders off Africa, and wrecked in 1827 in the upper Keys, but it is yet to be found. Some new evidence has come to light and may help reveal the site of the wreck. See Guerrero in chapter 6 for resources and information.




  One of the first still to be identified wrecks found in the Keys was called the “Ivory Wreck,” due to the elephant tusks recovered from the site. It was located back in the early 1950s on Delta Shoal, and many artifacts including a cannon were recovered. Though believed to be a 17th-century wreck from the artifacts recovered, the cannon had some markings near the breech. The story of this wreck and how it was found is told in the book Treasure Diving Holidays by Jane and Barney Crile. It describes the cannon markings as: “near the breech was the letter P. Below that, engraved in a flowing script, was a provocative JN and the number 170 1/11 24.” They tried to have it identified but could not. They heard back from the Hague Museum which said they doubted it was Dutch. Archaeologist Mendel Peterson believed it was made in Amsterdam, so it may be a Dutch vessel. What everyone does believe is that it was most likely a slave ship.




  [image: An 1819 newspaper article reprinted from a Sierra Leone newspaper listing slave ships, one from St. Augustine. Annapolis Maryland Gazette & Political Intelligencer, March 1820.]




   An 1819 newspaper article reprinted from a Sierra Leone newspaper listing slave ships, one from St. Augustine. Annapolis Maryland Gazette & Political Intelligencer, March 1820.







  The slaver Bell sank with 150 souls on board in the Keys in 1788, though the fate of the captain and his mate could be attributed to karma, and they may have wished they drowned too. The slaver Dove wrecked on Florida’s coast in 1773, and 80 poor souls were lost.




  Many of these slave vessels brought their human cargo to Cuba or other Caribbean islands, though it appears Florida was also active in this trade in the 18th and 19th century with slave ships operating from Florida ports. The sloop Active, from Jamaica for Florida, with slaves and rum, was captured by an American privateer in 1779 and taken to the Carolinas. Florida though offered the first free black settlement in the Americas by the Spanish at Fort Mose in St. Augustine.




  The St. Augustine News reported on August 17, 1844, that the U.S. Revenue schooner Vigilant had arrived there with a demand from the governor of Louisiana through the Florida governor for eight Africans who had escaped from Belize in the pilot boat Lafayette and got stranded on the Tortugas Reef. It seems a few days earlier, six of them were sold as slaves to a Mr. V. Sanchez, by the U.S. Marshal at a public sale. Sanchez was refusing to deliver the six, and the case was causing much interest. Why Louisiana was involved I have no idea.




  The slave trade continued up until the Civil War. One report has the schooner/slaver Experiment dropping off her cargo near Jupiter in 1859 and then wrecking the vessel to get rid of any evidence. The story of the Horatio, found abandoned off Key West in 1855, is another strange tale of trying to hide evidence of the slave trade and may have hidden a tale of a horrible atrocity. The schooner Florida wrecked off the southeast coast of Florida in 1825, and had 20 Africans in her hold who all drowned, though reports make no mention of them as being slaves.




  Though slavery still goes on today, even in this country, these wrecks would be a stark reminder of man’s inhumanity to man.




  Immigration and Florida—The Mariel boatlift, Cuban rafters, Haitian and South and Central American immigrants, these are stories we read about daily, and Florida has always been one of the epicenters for migrants entering this country, whether legally or illegally. Back in the early 1900s, Chinese immigrants were being smuggled into Florida as the wreck of the Viola in 1921 can attest to. I saw firsthand the aftermath of the wreck of the Haitian vessel La Nativite in 1981, as they pulled numerous dead bodies from the ocean and off the beach in front of the homes of millionaires. Some of the poorest people in the world struggling for a better life only to die where some of the wealthiest people in the world lived. It happened again in 2008 off Fisher Island, which was the most expensive postal zone at that time and may still be, where the average home there in 2008 was $3.8 million. An old freighter of about 45 feet grounded in a heavy surf with about 40 persons on board. Most on board were from the Dominican Republic and some from Brazil. Three were drowned and others were missing and feared lost. The one summer when hundreds of Cuban rafters set forth for Florida, we made a trip on Don Kree’s Whaler to the Bahamas. I remember all the rafts (though all now empty and drifting in the Gulf Stream) we came across both going over and coming back. Some of these were constructed out of the craziest things you could imagine, and none were anything I’d like to be sailing on in the open ocean. An overloaded boat capsized off Miami in 2009 carrying Haitian immigrants from Bimini, and a number of people died. Reports of immigrants landing on the beach continues to this day, and as I’m wrapping up this book, I just read in a January 5, 2019, newspaper, that eight of 10 people were rescued off Florida from an overturned 18-foot boat smuggling them to Florida, though two of the 10 were lost including a nine-year-old child. If a small boat returning from a fishing trip to the Bahamas had not seen them, all 10 would likely have been lost. Immigration seems to be the hot topic in Washington these days.




  Mutiny and murder—This was not an uncommon occurrence as the story of the Enterprise in the previous editions can attest to. What was the difference between a mutineer and a pirate? As some stories in chapter 6 can attest to, there really isn’t a difference. Some sailors who signed on as crewmen had already planned to take over the vessel once at sea. The captain of the Port Factor made a big mistake when taking on three Spaniards as crewmen in 1742. The sloop Ajax was found near Cape San Blas in 1832, and all the crew were missing and presumed dead. Two men had previously shown up in Apalachicola with gold and fine clothes in the vessel’s boat. Suspecting foul play, they were arrested, but had been released before the vessel was found and was later determined the two were part of the crew. The brig Neva wrecked in 1866 on the St. John’s Bar. Some of the surviving crewmen were later arrested after local officials found some bodies washed ashore a couple of days later, including the captain and a woman, which after examination, were determined to have been murdered.




  
[image: Saw this abandoned raft about 20 miles off the Palm Beach coast during the Cuban rating exodus in the 1990s. Imagine making the crossing on this!]





   Saw this abandoned raft about 20 miles off the Palm Beach coast during the Cuban rating exodus in the 1990s. Imagine making the crossing on this!







  Cannibalism—Having to resort to cannibalism to survive was nothing new to sailors. Moby Dick was a story loosely based on the wreck of the whaleship Essex in 1820. I recommend watching the movie, In the Heart of the Sea, as it tells the story of this ship. Cannibalism was not unknown to these shores either. The ship Tiger wrecked near Cape St. George in 1766, and the story of the survivors was written about in a couple of books which included cannibalism in order to survive. A Captain Hestley picked up four survivors of a wreck off Florida in 1774 who had been in a boat for 19 days. The remains of one dead man was still on the boat which the rest had devoured to survive. The ship Mersey sunk off Florida in 1865, and some survived by drinking the blood from a wounded man’s arm, and fortunately, they were rescued and the wounded man survived. One tale of cannibalism that really is disturbing is that of the Norwegian bark Drot, which wrecked off Florida in 1899. The story was reported in almost every newspaper here and abroad and briefly described in this new edition.




  
[image: An 1899 newspaper headline about the Drot. The Salt Lake Tribune, September 1899.]





   An 1899 newspaper headline about the Drot. The Salt Lake Tribune, September 1899.







  Disease—Disease crippled many a ship as sickness could debilitate an entire crew. As with the wreck of the Athenaise in 1804, the crew were so sick, that there was literally nobody left to man the vessel (second edition, page 266). The same happened with the HMS Winchester in 1695, with most of the crew dead or sick from scurvy, there was nobody left to man her. The bark Robert Morris wrecked in 1853, as her crew were also too sick to man the vessel. The same happened to the bark Gloria in 1891.




  Ships entering a port suspected of having anyone on board who were sick were told to anchor in a quarantine area or “quarantine station” as they became known. The Olivette, a 224-foot hospital ship, which cared for the sick and injured during the Spanish-American War, foundered in Fernandina Harbor at the Quarantine Station, where she would anchor due to her having sick on board, though was later raised and put back in service.




  The brig Ajax anchored off Key West in 1833. She was 15 days out from New Orleans with almost 150 immigrants bound for Liberia. Most had been slaves from Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ohio, in which the Richmond Palladium newspaper stated had been had been “manumitted” (released from slavery) with the condition that they be deported to Liberia. The mate and two immigrants became sick and died two days after leaving New Orleans, and between 30 and 40 died from the cholera while anchored off Key West. After the sickness subsided, the Ajax then set sail again for Liberia on May 19. Of the 200 or so residents at Key West, about 10–15 became sick and nine died with no new cases since May 27. Though it appeared nobody left the ship, there was correspondence with and maybe supplies brought out to the brig. Nevertheless, some in town did catch the disease. The survivors of the Ajax may have met up with the survivors of the pirate/slaver ship Guerrero once reaching Liberia.




  In September 1858, a steamer found the British brig Esperanza drifting in the Gulf off Bay Port, Florida. The captain and all the crew were found dead from the “fever,” except two men and a boy. They towed the brig to Apalachicola and placed her in quarantine.




  When the California steamship Philadelphia, carrying 250 passengers and California gold, arrived at Key West from Aspinwall on June 28, 1852, a cholera epidemic had struck those on board, and 22 had already died. Capt. McGowan asked if some could come ashore, but was refused for fear of spreading the disease. Sand Key and the light there were presently abandoned as it was under construction, and it was agreed to let the Philadelphia use the island. It was soon anchored nearby and the passengers not sick were placed on the island and a sail placed over the construction area for shelter. A dismantled brig was then set up as a hospital, and anchored near Sank Key. The Philadelphia had enough food, though those at Key West did supply them with anything they needed such as lumber and ice. Eventually the epidemic passed, the Philadelphia was cleansed and fumigated, coal was shipped in as it was almost out of fuel, and she sailed for New York, July 14. A total of 55 had died by the time she sailed, though others had also suffered from Chagres fever, which also plagued the ship. Many survivors ended up recuperating at Key West, but only after it was deemed safe.




  [image: Photo of an FEC R/R barge ashore after a hurricane. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.]




   Photo of an FEC R/R barge ashore after a hurricane. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West.







  The Florida Railway—The Florida East Coast Railway (FEC), which still exists today, eventually brought those from the mainland all the way to Key West by rail, and Key West soon became a popular vacation spot. Remnants of the old railway can still be seen in the Keys today. What most don’t know is that hundreds of workers lost their lives during hurricanes while building the railway. Many lived on railway Houseboats or Quaterboats, some which were destroyed in these storms, especially during the 1906 hurricane.




  Hurricanes and Storms—Much has been written about the Spanish treasure fleets of 1622, 1715, and 1733, which were devastated by hurricanes, but hurricanes also account for so many other wrecks off Florida, some with great loss of life, such as the steamers City of Vera Cruz, Evening Star, and the Valbanera. Over 240 men were lost when the USS Warrington sank during a hurricane off Florida during World War II. Even today, with all the modern navigational equipment, excellent hurricane weather forecasts, and safety equipment, ships are still lost due to hurricanes as was the 790-foot El Faro in 2015 off the Bahamas after she left Jacksonville. As you will find by reading this book, hurricanes are not uncommon here in Florida. The 1840s were a particularly bad time for hurricanes as they slammed the coast of Florida in 1842, 1844, 1846, and 1848. The 1846 hurricane almost completely destroyed Key West. In 1896, a strong hurricane hit the Cedar Keys area. At that time, there were around 100 sponge vessels working the sponge banks near Cedar Keys. Each of these vessels had a crew of 4–10 men on board. Almost every one of these vessels were lost in the storm, resulting in one of the greatest losses of life off Florida’s shores, though hardly ever mentioned. How exactly the Valbanera wrecked still remains a mystery, though resulted in the greatest loss of life off Florida’s coast in the 20th century (three freighters and a tanker were also sunk during this same storm with well over 100 lives lost).




  [image: A schooner sunk in Key West Harbor after the September 1919 hurricane. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West/Art and Historical Collection.]




   A schooner sunk in Key West Harbor after the September 1919 hurricane. Courtesy of the Monroe County Library, Key West/Art and Historical Collection.







  
[image: A 19th century illustration of launching a lifeboat during a storm. Not an easy task. Shipwrecks and Tales of the Sea, 1887.]
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  [image: Illustration from an 1831 account of shipwreck survivors on a piece of wreckage. Shipwrecks & Disasters at Sea, 1836.]
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[image: An illustration depicting survivors clinging to the ship’s boat from a 1784 account. Shipwrecks & Disasters at Sea, 1836.]
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  In the previous editions, the narrative of the City of Vera Cruz gave a glimpse of the horrors one would encounter in a hurricane. Many from that ship were killed due to all the wreckage or “flotsam” drifting along with the survivors. Imagine surviving the sinking of your ship, clinging to some piece of wreckage, when a large wave sends a piece of that wreck slamming into your head or body! I’ve again added a number survivor’s accounts from vessels such as the Varuna, Mississippi, Lodona, and many others, which describe their experiences being wrecked during a hurricane, which from their accounts, can give you a better insight of what it must have felt like to be in such a terrible situation.




  Florida is also known for the sudden squalls that can sweep in so quickly, that one only has a brief amount of time, if any, to get ready before it arrives. Anyone who has been caught in one of these knows the damage they can cause. I’ve been caught in ones with gusts over 100 mph, and are quite scary to say the least. Those working the 1715 fleet are all too familiar, as these squalls are quite common some years (some years we hardly ever saw one, and other years were quite frequent). We’d see one coming, and if close to the inlet, would try and beat the storm to get inside for protection, or if coming up too fast, or too far from any inlet, would either get out to deeper water and anchor up, then swinging in a 360-degree circle from the bow anchor until the storm passed or would just head east, keeping an eye on the compass as the bow was about as far as you could see. The worst one I remember was off Pompano Beach, the storm came up so quick, we just made it in the inlet as we were luckily nearby. With hail the size of golf balls, I had to hold a swim fin over my head to deflect them from hitting me as my bimini top was torn off. I also had to don my dive mask to be able to see anything, just making it inside the inlet when visibility went to zero. My buddy jumped into the cabin, but not before he got pelted by some hail, which left a bruise on his leg the size of a softball. My friend’s much larger 60-foot boat, which was out near us out at the same time, got hit by lightning which fried all his electronics. Just how devastating these squalls can be was related by the survivors of the Speedwell in 1898, a truly sorrowful tale!




  
[image: One of the familiar squalls that can appear quite suddenly.]
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  [image: View from the salvage boat Pandion, during a squall with gusts over 100 mph on the 1715 “Nieves” site. Only had time to throw off our three anchors and head east.]




   View from the salvage boat Pandion, during a squall with gusts over 100 mph on the 1715 “Nieves” site. Only had time to throw off our three anchors and head east.







  As I’m finishing up this book, we’ve just gone through Hurricane Irma in 2017 and Hurricane Michael in 2018. At first it looked like my home was in the direct path of Irma, but it slowly kept going west and we rode it out at home here on Florida’s east coast. We were without power for a few days, but had a generator I luckily found the day after Hurricane Wilma a few years before and it kept the refrigerator cold and we had no damage to speak of. Irma was a monster storm, as was Michael, and we are still hearing about the devastation in the lower Keys and elsewhere. It could have been much worse. And then another hurricane comes and hits Puerto Rico a week later! Looked like everything settled for another year in Florida, but Hurricane Michael comes out of nowhere, and slams the Panhandle.




  The ocean is definitely getting warmer as I find every year I go diving here. I believe global warming is an issue we better start dealing with. As for shipwrecks, hundreds of vessels were lost, damaged, or destroyed during these last hurricanes. One washed up on Melbourne Beach a couple weeks after Irma and made the local and Internet news. The 45-foot two-masted sailboat Cuci was found relatively intact, both masts still there, and with two manakins on board up on the beach. Appeared only the manakins were on board as the owner was listed as in jail, and last registration sticker was from 2014, so probably just a liveaboard which must have broken loose from its mooring in Key West during the hurricane and drifted the 360 miles north to Melbourne. I was watching the Miami Early Evening News the night before Hurricane Irma even struck our area, when they showed one boat already sunk at its dock, and two others that broke free from their moorings out in Biscayne Bay and were now up on the beach, and the winds were not even that bad yet! Some of the Keys got the worst of the storm, and days later, photos of many sunken boats or others alongside roadways and wrecked up on land were on social media. Fuel leaks were also becoming a problem from all the sunken boats in the Keys after the storm. Last I had heard, almost 1,700 sunken boats had been removed from the waters of the Keys due to Hurricane Irma. Most everyone watched on TV as Hurricane Michael slammed our coast. Days later, a number of vessels wrecked over 100 years ago were found uncovered on Dog Island.
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