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WELCOME





  Welcome to Georgia, a state rich with beauty, culture, and classic Southern charm. While there are other states that offer the unique combination of mountains and coast, the ease of travel and cost of living in Georgia provide a level of accessibility that visitors and residents truly appreciate. You can savor your morning coffee in the Blue Ridge Mountains and then enjoy fresh shrimp on Jekyll Island, all in the same day without battling mind-numbing traffic or paying an exorbitant amount of money.




  Originally from Tennessee, I have lived in Georgia for the past fifteen years and truly do think of it as my home. I have been involved in several projects that have taken me all over the state, and in the process I have gained a genuine appreciation for all that is offered in the Peach State. It is diverse, both culturally and geographically, but a commonality throughout the far reaches of Georgia is the friendly and welcoming nature of its residents.




  There are certainly other travel books available, ones that cover the cities and towns in greater detail. But this is different. Here I use my photographs to convey the rich beauty and wonder of the state to the reader. If a picture is worth a thousand words, then this book speaks volumes about the sublime beauty you will find throughout Georgia. These pages highlight the very best there is throughout the state, with a focus on all of the unique and alluring aspects of both the cities and the countryside. I have not only used my own extensive travels to curate the offerings in this book, I have also used the knowledge of Georgians from all over the state. Georgians who live, eat, work, and play in towns small and large, who know where the tourist traps are and also the hidden gems that can’t be spotted from an interstate or four-lane highway. This is Georgia at its very best, and I hope you get a chance to enjoy these locations as I have.




  —Chris Greer
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Alluring pathways wind throughout the dense forest on Cumberland Island.




 

  
INTRODUCTION





  Exploring the state of Georgia is a voyage of discovery. There is so much to see, do, and experience that even its residents can spend a lifetime trying to do it all. Some call it the “Peach State” while others refer to it as “Empire State of the South,” but almost everyone agrees that Georgia has an enviable balance of culture and natural grandeur that is pervasive throughout its almost 60,000 square miles. Atlanta is the heart of the state, with almost six million people living within the sprawling metropolitan area. World-class dining, entertainment, art, and sports bring visitors from around the globe, and while you can spend weeks enjoying this thriving metropolis, you haven’t really discovered Georgia until you have hit the road.




  There are two main arteries in the state: Interstate 75 and Interstate 20. They provide rapid access to every border, but with them comes traffic and urban development. So when you can, take the backroads and appreciate the architecture and history in the town squares that can be strikingly similar yet beautifully unique. Almost every town has a similar layout—a stately courthouse surrounded by old buildings and locally-owned shops. There are so many towns in Georgia that it isn’t possible to include all of them in this book, but even the tiniest bring a sense of wonder and simple splendor, with glimpses into once-thriving economies buoyed by cotton and tobacco. Many of these towns have grown quiet over the past half-century; interstates have absorbed the in-a-hurry tourists who used to flood the smaller state roads. The buildings remain, along with railroad tracks and old train depots that facilitated travel from these smaller settlements into the larger cities.




  Agriculture has been a major contributor to Georgia’s economic prosperity since the state was settled in the 1730s. While cotton remains, the once-thriving tobacco industry has given way to new heavy hitters, including peanuts, pecans, peaches, and blueberries. The prevalence of agriculture has led to a new cottage industry—agritourism. Every region of the state offers agritours that encompass everything from world-class wine to those oh-so-sweet Vidalia onions.




  A different kind of prosperity has emerged over the past decade, one that has transformed the movie industry and the economy of the state. More major motion pictures now come out of Georgia than Los Angeles, with massive studios being constructed near Atlanta and a constant influx of actors and actresses stepping off airplanes to star in productions all over the state. The film industry invests billions of dollars every year in the state, and the result is tentpole productions such as The Hunger Games, Stranger Things, and Avengers Infinity War.
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Freezing fog rises and falls over mountain peaks rich with fall colors.




  Geographically, the topography in Georgia is never boring. Starting at the picturesque coastline, comprised of fourteen barrier islands and 368,000 acres of salt marsh, visitors can head north across a constantly changing landscape. The coastal plain provides massive views across fields that stretch as far as the eye can see. In prehistoric times, this was all covered by ocean, contributing to the flat terrain and sandy soil. Classic small towns emerge, some sleepy, some vibrant, but all historic. Moving north, hills begin to form as the soil transitions to predominantly red clay and then you arrive at the Piedmont. This transition zone is called the “Fall Line,” which refers to the location where the ocean used to meet the land millions of years ago. Undulating countryside, large rock formations, and a mix of pine and hardwoods are all major features of the Piedmont region. Many of Georgia’s largest cities are found here, including Atlanta, Augusta, Macon, Columbus, and Athens. Farther north, the hills get larger, the valleys deeper, and the Blue Ridge Mountains appear on the horizon. The northern part of Georgia consists of three distinct geographical regions: Blue Ridge, Ridge and Valley, and Plateau. One common feature runs through them all—mountains. While the northern neighbors of Tennessee and North Carolina are more often thought of when it comes to the Appalachians, Georgia does have its fair share. Stretching from the Alabama border all the way to South Carolina, the southern Appalachians bring a sense of calm along with their rich ecological diversity. With age comes wisdom, and at 480-million-years old these mountains are some of the wisest in the world. Their dense canopy shields the forest floor from the hot Georgia sun, protecting a sensitive and diverse ecosystem that is home to a multitude of flora and fauna.




  Georgia is a state of contrasts, from mountains to the sea, from bustling shopping to the quiet solitude of the Appalachian Trail, from the bright city lights of downtown Atlanta to the dark-sky-certified shadows of the Okefenokee Swamp. It is a state full of adventure, peaceful tranquility, friendly Southern charm, and a melting pot of cultures from the far reaches of the globe. It is full of movie stars and directors filming blockbuster movies from the mountains to the coast, and hard-working people proud of their craft who will greet you with a warm handshake and a cold glass of sweet tea. This is Georgia, and it’s time for you to discover it.




  Libations




  The popularity of craft beer and good wine is alive and well in the state of Georgia, perhaps in part due to the fact that both types of alcohol are fermented all over the state, and in large numbers.




  As you might guess, there are simply too many breweries and wineries in the state to cover each with the needed depth to do them justice. Below you will find some notable vineyards and breweries found here in the Peach State. Additionally, each chapter of the book offers a list of breweries and wineries in the area. Hopefully this will provide you with a starting point to arrange a visit or two, no matter where your travels take you. Chances are you will be pleasantly surprised with the commitment to quality, and the resulting taste, that these establishments offer.




  VINEYARDS




  While craft beer can easily be brewed anywhere in the United States, the unique climate and topography of Georgia creates a niche for winemakers. From the mountains to the coast, you will find a variety of vineyards, helmed by experts who are constantly perfecting their craft.
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Muscadine grapes can be found on vines almost anywhere in Georgia.




  Muscadine grapes are native to the United States and grow quite well in the hot and humid climates of the South. There are many people who appreciate not only the taste, but the historical importance of these grapes. They were used extensively by early settlers for winemaking, and some of the wine was sent back to Queen Elizabeth I for her own enjoyment.
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Rows of grapes await their harvest in late summer or early fall.




  While most visitors assume the wine in Georgia is primarily based on these muscadines, there are far more varieties of grapes and wines grown in the moderate climate of north Georgia.




  DID YOU KNOW? Back in 1735, Georgia was the first colony to cultivate grapes.





  Throughout south Georgia you will find vineyards making a variety of muscadine wines. As you make your way north, things begin to change. The Southern Piedmont and Appalachians usher in a new climate, new soil, and new varieties of wine. It is here that you will find a wide range of wineries growing European grapes, including Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay, and Pinot Gris. Many of these wineries look and feel like their counterparts in Europe, with rolling or mountainous terrain, large beautiful buildings, and tasting rooms that cater to even the most demanding wine enthusiast. In 2014 the state was given its first designated wine region, the Upper Hiwassee Highlands AVA, a 700-square-mile expanse that dwarfs Napa Valley. There are now more than forty wineries in the northern part of the state, and that number will continue to grow.




  
YONAH MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS, CLEVELAND





  Sitting on 200 acres next to the rugged mountain for which it is named, this vineyard offers a tranquil setting with commanding views of the southern Appalachians. Inside the richly appointed tasting room is a large variety of wines waiting to be sampled. The selection can be a bit overwhelming, but the highly knowledgeable staff will walk you through the tasting and educate you on the varieties. Make sure to sample the Meritage; it is a superbly blended wine made entirely from grapes grown on the property, and it will have you questioning all of your preconceptions about wines in the Southeast. The winery is family-owned, offers live music on Saturdays, and is conveniently located between Cleveland and Helen. yonahmountainvineyards.com, (706) 878-5522
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You are in for a treat when you go for a tasting at Yonah.




  WOLF MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS, DAHLONEGA




  Want to sample award-winning wines while enjoying a breathtaking view? You can’t do much better than this winery, which sits at the top of Wolf Mountain and provides sweeping views of the Georgia mountains. This winery is large and ferments fantastic wines that have won numerous awards at prestigious wine competitions. If you try just one, make sure it is the Claret, a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec that was aged for two years. After your tasting, grab a bite to eat at the café and sit outside to soak in the views and fresh mountain air. wolfmountainvineyards.com, (706) 867-9862




  TIGER MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS, TIGER




  Recognized regionally and nationally for its excellent wines, this vineyard offers a wide range of reds and whites, as well as some excellent food at the picturesque Red Barn Café. While the Malbec and Rosé are easy to drink and have widespread appeal, it is their Petit Manseng that brings home the awards almost every year. There are also monthly gourmet dinners with visiting chefs, so call ahead and arrange a visit for some excellent food paired with a few glasses of wine. tigerwine.com, (706) 782-4777




  FROGTOWN CELLARS




  Just before you enter the high elevation of north Georgia, you’ll find the gorgeous, rolling hills of Frogtown Cellars vineyard. Founded in 1998, the winery offers a large selection of wines and has received more than 200 medals for its efforts. Visitors can sample a wide range of varieties as well as satisfy their hunger at the Italian Bistro, where everything is made on site. The tasting room provides six different combinations of tastings, ensuring every visitor is satisfied no matter their preference. frogtown.com, (706) 865-0687
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Rolling hills lead to distant mountains at Frogtown Cellars.




  CRAFT BREWERIES




  Over the past decade, there has been a seismic shift in the brewing and consumption of beer throughout the United States. Statistics show that younger beer drinkers are demanding more choice, and quality, from their brews, and craft breweries have stepped up to answer the call. The result is an explosion of breweries across the country, with more than 7,000 now operating, satisfying the demand from beer-loving consumers. Not to be left out, Georgia is seeing a rapid growth in new breweries, due in part to a recent change in the distribution laws, with over seventy breweries now calling the Peach State home.




  While the definition of “craft beer” has been debated, typically it is beer brewed using innovative methods from small, independent breweries that produce less than six million barrels per year.




   
SWEETWATER BREWING COMPANY, ATLANTA





  This might be the most recognizable name in Georgia, with a nationwide distribution and multiple awards for its concoctions. While SweetWater 420 is the most popular offering, visitors who step through the doors are treated to a wide range of styles. Located just north of downtown Atlanta, SweetWater hosts numerous events throughout the year when it isn’t busy winning awards at the Great American Beer Festival. sweetwaterbrew.com, (404) 691-2537
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There is always something new on tap at Sweetwater Brewing.




   MONDAY NIGHT BREWING, ATLANTA




  This brewery has garnered recognition around the state and across the country as a brewer of high-quality ales that pair well with almost any food or social setting. One of their best is the Han Brolo American Pale Ale, which recently won best pale ale from Paste Magazine. The Midtown tasting room has a laid-back vibe with plenty of picnic tables and cornhole games to enjoy while sampling a wide range of styles from the taps. mondaynightbrewing.com, (404) 352-7703




   REFORMATION BREWERY, WOODSTOCK




  Downtown Woodstock has a lot to offer, but for beer lovers the first stop should be this brewery, a favorite throughout the state. Like many craft breweries, Reformation got its start from two home brewers who couldn’t drink all their fermented creations. Fast forward five years and the beer has developed a substantial following around the Southeast, contributing to the 2018 opening of their impressive new brewery in Woodstock. A large deck and outdoor beer garden ensure plenty of space for beer connoisseurs to congregate in nice weather, and two large beer bars provide a respite from the rain or cold. There are many varieties on tap; if you like Belgian ales, then Jude is a must-try. reformationbrewery.com, (678) 341-0828




  CREATURE COMFORTS, ATHENS




  There are few breweries in the state that have generated more attention over the past few years than Creature Comforts. The owners purchased this 13,000-square-foot building, which was used to sell Chevys in the 1940s and is conveniently located in downtown Athens, and converted it into a beautiful brewery and tasting room. It wasn’t long before the highly successful Tropicalia IPA started winning awards and garnering a cult-like following. creaturecomfortsbeer.com, (706) 410-1043
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A fantastic renovation transformed this old car dealership into a beautiful brewery.




  OCONEE BREWING COMPANY, GREENSBORO




  Located in downtown Greensboro, a prototypical small southern town, this brewery offers plenty to taste and a beautiful spot in inside this wonderfully restored mill warehouse from the 1900s (the owners won an award from the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation) and gaze upon the numerous taps as well as the sparkling stainless-steel fermenters situated just behind them. While most famous for their Hey Man a range of styles that satisfy even the most demanding beer lover. oconeebrewingco.com, (706) 920-1177
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This award-winning brewery brings a bit of nightlife to Greensboro.




  OMAHA BREWING COMPANY, OMAHA




  This up-and-coming brewery is proof you don’t have to open up shop in the middle of a city to put yourself on the map. The country roads south of Columbus are mostly farmland and pine trees, and this brewery is definitely off the beaten path. Yes, the tiny town of Omaha doesn’t look like much, but if you take the time to drive down the long gravel driveway leading to this brewery you are in for a treat. A building originally constructed as a school in the 1940s is the centerpiece of the brewery. Perhaps the underground spring on the property is the secret behind all their tasty brews, including the fantastic Generals Select Stout. If you are planning to visit the highly recommended Providence Canyon, then this brewery isn’t too far up the road. omahabrewingcompany.com, (229) 838-4779




  MOON RIVER BREWING, SAVANNAH




  Beer taps aren’t the only things that go bump in the night in this haunted brewery located in the enchanted historic district of Savannah. Considering the history of the building, it isn’t that surprising. Built in 1821 and used as a hospital during some truly terrible yellow fever outbreaks, the building is now known for great beer and spooky stories. In fact, it is so haunted that it even serves as a stop on the local ghost tour. Make sure you sip the Wild Wacky Wit, a gold medal winner that is way too easy to drink. Just don’t go down to the basement alone—you never know what supernatural spirit you might find. moonriverbrewing.com, (912) 447-0943
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ABOUT THIS BOOK





  This book is a culmination of decades of photography experience combined with a sense of wanderlust and adventure. It was crafted with love, through thousands of miles of travel, early alarms, late nights, tons of research, and the constant interaction with the warm and friendly residents who live throughout the state. It aims to be a different kind of travel book, one that captures the very best of Georgia, not only through words and descriptions, but through artistic imagery that elevates above snapshot photography and into the realm of fine art. The photographs in this book are the result of hundreds of hours of driving, location scouting, permission requests, and overcoming the various elements that Mother Nature threw my way. While admittedly not every one of the photos you find throughout these pages are worthy of being hung on a wall, my goal was to capture the beauty of Georgia in a way that does it justice, showcasing the natural splendor that stretches from the mountains to the coast and all points in between.
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  Georgia consists of distinct geological provinces, and some of those were used to provide context and organization to this rather large state. A few liberties were taken with the actual defining lines of each area, primarily to keep things easy to find as well as to facilitate day trips to different regions of the state. Each section highlights a variety of towns, cultural destinations, recreational opportunities, as well as some unique points of interest that don’t always fall neatly into a single category. The hundreds of locations outlined in this work are organized from north to south and east to west. This ensures that if you are driving and exploring, each entry will be in close geographical proximity to the ones around it.
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  The great outdoors are near and dear to me and that strong influence is reflected in this book. While a large majority of the locations have an outdoor component, some are heavily geared toward those who enjoy being outside. Many of the recommended destinations are a showcase of the numerous parks and other natural areas that provide recreational opportunities to visitors of all ages. Most are either free or have a very small entrance fee, ensuring access to everyone while still preserving the beauty and conservation that is so needed in these days of urban sprawl and scorched earth developments. In order to easily distinguish locations, a small [image: image] icon has been added for those that offer excellent outdoor recreation.




  As with any creative project, some might insist that certain content should have been included or left out, depending on personal opinions and experiences. My main ambition was to travel the state and find the places that offer an engaging and memorable experience to the visitor, as well as unique and authentically Georgia. With only a few exceptions, this book does not include any mention of national chains or franchises in regard to any of the businesses highlighted. Because of numerous online resources for finding and booking accommodations, hotels are not mentioned or recommended unless they are exemplary and provide an experience that is exceptional and rare. Some restaurants are highlighted, primarily because they are locally-owned and wholeheartedly recommended by the residents who dine there often.




  Before I started this project, I was fortunate enough to have a social media following that provided me with access to a multitude of insights and recommendations that aren’t afforded to a typical travel writer. I live in Georgia, as do thousands of my followers, and their voices and recommendations helped me shape the book into a creation that reflected the local hot spots and hidden gems that don’t always appear with a Google search. One of my favorite things in the world is photography, and when I began working on this book I committed to taking every photo that would be in it. I know many of you also enjoy taking photos, so I have highlighted the most photogenic locations with a [image: image] icon.
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Best BBQ in Georgia





  There are staples you find in the southeastern United States—SEC football, dirt roads, big pickup trucks, boiled peanuts, and plenty of BBQ. While some of these might not appeal to you, it seems that BBQ is enjoyed by almost everyone, and even vegetarians can find some sides to satisfy their hunger. So you’re in luck when you are traveling around Georgia, because great BBQ can be had practically anywhere in the state. The following places have exceptionally good pork that has earned them a stellar reputation in the Peach State and beyond. They are listed in no particular order, because it is almost impossible to rank these establishments, which all exude excellence with their smoked meats.




  Fresh Air BBQ, Jackson and Macon




  While there is now a second location in Macon, the original Fresh Air BBQ restaurant is almost pilgrimage-worthy. Established in 1929, there are few other BBQ restaurants in the country that have been around for almost a century. The place is old, which adds to the charm and authenticity. If the walls of this wooden structure could talk, it would be with a raspy voice because they have housed a massive smoker for longer than most of us have been alive. Walk through the doors and you are greeted by classic photos on the wall and the smell of burning wood as it slowly and methodically cooks a variety of meats. A vinegar-based sauce is simple and perfect, even for those who normally prefer the tomato variety. freshairbarbecue.com, (770) 775-3182
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  Southern Soul Barbeque, Saint Simons Island




  It’s almost not fair that the residents and visitors on this idyllic island on Georgia’s coast get to enjoy sea breezes, beautiful sunrises, and some of the best BBQ in the state. But hey, maybe it’s all the more reason to go dip a toe in the ocean before you eat some mouth-watering pulled pork or brisket. Crowned the South’s Best Smokehouse two years in a row by Southern Living Magazine, even BBQ competition judges find plenty to love in this converted old gas station. Wash your ribs down with a craft beer and call it a day . . . a very, very good day. southernsoulbbq.com, (912) 638-7685
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  Fox Bros. Bar-B-Q, Atlanta




  Creative menu items and consistent quality have helped this restaurant set the standard for BBQ in the Atlanta metro area. Since their restaurant opened in 2007, Jonathan and Justin Fox have been smoking all kinds of meats to the delight of residents and visitors from near and far. Lots of outdoor patio space make this a thriving destination on a pretty day, but no matter when you show up, there might be a bit of a wait. It’s worth it though, because menu items like The Terminator (tater tots with Brunswick stew and cheddar cheese) have put this establishment on the map, with help along the way from features on TLC, HGTV, and the Food Network. foxbrosbbq.com, (404) 577-4030




  B’s Cracklin’ Barbecue, Atlanta and Savannah




  While Fox Bros. has long set the standard for excellent BBQ in Atlanta (and beyond), Bryan Furman has taken the scene by storm with his excellent pit-smoked BBQ. You’ll find not only pork, but plenty of chicken and ribs on the menu at both locations, along with classic sides like collard greens and mac & cheese. Most restaurants could hardly survive one, let alone two, fires (one at the Savannah location and one in Atlanta) but the communities rallied around Furman to ensure his smoked meats are around for years to come. facebook.com/BsCracklinBBQATL/, (678) 949-9912




  Jim’s Smokin’ Que, Blairsville




  Check the parking lot Thursday through Saturday (the only days Jim’s Smokin’ Que is open) and you immediately know the food is good. License plates from all over Georgia and beyond are proof that this BBQ is worth the drive, and if that’s not enough then look at the line out the door. When it opened in 2011 word quickly spread that this was no ordinary smokehouse. Whether it’s the top-secret sauce or the cherry wood that’s used for the smoke, you are guaranteed to have a flavorful experience here in the high elevations of Georgia. If you want to ensure the full menu is available, don’t wait until late to show up because they do sell out. jimssmokinque.com, (706) 835-7427
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  Gary Lee’s Market, Brunswick




  There is nothing fancy about this BBQ joint, which is more of a butcher shop with counter service. But make no mistake, they take their BBQ seriously and this unassuming building houses some of the best BBQ on the coast. An easy stop off of Interstate 95, Gary Lee’s Market offers excellent pulled pork and a brisket sandwich that is well worth your time. They serve wings and burgers as well, but it would be almost criminal if you didn’t sample the BBQ and sauce. (912) 265-1925
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NORTH GEORGIA





  If you start from the northwest corner of the state, you find yourself on the Appalachian Plateau, also known as the Plateau region. This portion of the Appalachian Mountains extends from north Alabama all the way to New York. Although this region is the smallest province in Georgia, it holds a great deal of beauty. Mountains rise into the air and coal can be found under the earth’s surface, the only place in Georgia where it forms. A primary feature of the area is the pervasive sedimentary rock that was formed by the deposition and cementation of materials such as minerals, sand, and other rocks. This all comes together to create an interesting and dynamic landscape.




 

  Like in many other sections in this book, the following locations are not all found perfectly within the official Plateau province; however, it is the dominating geological feature in this part of the state. Its close proximity to both Atlanta and Chattanooga make it a popular destination for residents of Georgia, Tennessee, and places far beyond.




  Traveling east you eventually reach the Blue Ridge, which is located in the northeastern region of Georgia and features the highest mountains in the state. The Blue Ridge Mountains start in Georgia and stretch all the way to southern Pennsylvania. This region of Georgia consists of approximately 1,850 square miles and features striking scenery, cooler temperatures, and a more temperate climate. Some incredibly old rocks are found in this region, ranging from four hundred million to over one billion years old. The Blue Ridge Mountains are part of the Appalachian Mountain range, which forms the Eastern Continental Divide. The Divide separates watersheds draining into the Atlantic Ocean from those draining into the Gulf of Mexico, meaning a stream that runs down the eastern side of the Appalachian Mountains will eventually empty into the Atlantic Ocean, and a stream that runs down the western face of the Appalachians will empty into the Gulf of Mexico.




  Due to the high elevation, the Blue Ridge Mountains cool the warm air currents brought in from the Gulf of Mexico. This results in abundant precipitation, which aids the river flow for the Chattahoochee and Savannah rivers. Summer thunderstorms are common among the high mountain peaks of this area, popping up and disappearing frequently while providing needed moisture to keep the landscape lush and green.




  Perhaps rivaled only by the Georgia coast, the beauty of this region is hard to capture in photographs or words; it needs to be seen and experienced. Small winding roads carve their way through the mountains, usually alongside a stream that has slowly and methodically eroded the hard rock surface of the mountain and produced a small valley that provides a habitat for many plant and animal species. Small towns dot the landscape, some without even a stoplight to slow the passing traffic. These towns might not be incorporated, but generations of families have lived there long enough that their last names have been used for the naming of the small roads and lanes in the area.
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Late day sun streaks across the mountain tops near Clayton.




  Grand vistas from mountain overlooks let visitors gaze to Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, and even South Carolina. These layers of peaks and valleys fill the sky and invoke a sense of calm, belonging, peace, and appreciation for just how small we are amongst the vast landscape. Storms pass in the distance, their rains partially obscuring some mountains while others remain clearly visible. It is a landscape of contrasts—temperature changes, shaded pathways, burbling streams, quiet roads, and sprawling farmland that eventually cedes to the harsh topography of these ancient mountains. The mountains are a jewel for the state of Georgia, and even with the seemingly unending population of nearby Atlanta, there is still plenty of peace and quiet to be had no matter the time of year.




  Transitioning south from the highest elevations of Georgia brings you down to the Piedmont, which is vast, providing an expansive transition from the sandy soil of the coastal plain (pre-historic Georgia used to have a much larger coastline and far less inhabitable land) to the foothills of the Appalachians. The foothills have a beauty to them that is subtle, yet highly enjoyable. Rolling terrain stretches to the horizon while a rich mix of hardwood trees provide flowers in the spring, shade in the summer, and beautiful colors in the fall. A mix of medium and small cities are scattered throughout the area, with the vibrant city of Athens serving as the anchor from which a variety of day trips (or even overnights) can be had. So, while the foothills might not have the same cachet of the Appalachian Mountains, they are not to be overlooked. Listen to some music, eat some fantastic food, stroll through picturesque downtowns, and pick out an antique or two.




  [image: The sound of falling water brings visitors to the picturesque Helton Creek Falls.]




The sound of falling water brings visitors to the picturesque Helton Creek Falls.




   
[image: Hemlock Falls is worth the hike at Moccasin Creek State Park.]





Hemlock Falls is worth the hike at Moccasin Creek State Park.




  [image: A magical morning of fog.]




A magical morning of fog.




  
[image: Cows graze in a peaceful oasis of green, surrounded by the mountains.]





Cows graze in a peaceful oasis of green, surrounded by the mountains.




  [image: Ice covered trees line a curvy road in north Georgia.]




Ice covered trees line a curvy road in north Georgia.




  
[image: image] ROCK CITY, LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN





  Even if you have never stepped foot in Georgia, you have probably heard of Rock City thanks to a tourism campaign that was a bit of marketing genius, long before the days of the Internet and viral videos. For those unaware, more than 900 barns were painted with the slogan “See Rock City” between 1935 and 1969, spanning states as far away as Michigan. Many of these barns have since become dilapidated piles of wood, but the tourist attraction lives on. While some might decry it as a “tourist trap” (it does get rather crowded, especially on weekends), others see it as a cultural icon, mixed with a bit of history and a lot of beauty. Lover’s Leap waterfall is the main showpiece, cascading over a hundred feet down the sheer rock face of the mountain. For many, just being able to say they “Saw Rock City” is worth the price of admission. seerockcity.com, (706) 820-2531




  CHICKAMAUGA AND CHATTANOOGA NATIONAL MILITARY PARK, FORT OGLETHORPE




  Civil War battles occurred throughout the eastern United States, but the state of Georgia had several that were very consequential. Perhaps the most critical conflict was located here, on the border of Georgia and Tennessee. The National Park Service preserves this pivotal battle site of the war between the North and the South. Nearby Chattanooga was known as the “Gateway to the South” and military control of the city was essential to the desired outcome of the war. Confederates were able to retain control of Chickamauga after a bloody two-day battle with Union soldiers, resulting in almost 35,000 casualties (second only to Gettysburg) between the two sides. Union troops retreated to the north, but their continued control of Chattanooga heavily influenced the remainder of the war. nps.gov/chch, (423) 821-7786
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