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What Is Prejudice?


The root word of prejudice is “pre-judge.” Prejudiced people judge others based purely on the group to which they belong; they make assumptions about others that may have no basis in reality. They believe that if your skin is darker or you fall in love differently or wear different clothes or worship God in a different way, then they already know you are not as smart, not as nice, not as honest, not as valuable, or not as moral as they are. LGBT people have been the victim of prejudice for centuries.


Why do human beings experience prejudice? Sociologists believe humans have a basic tendency to fear anything that’s unfamiliar or unknown. Someone who is strange (in that they’re not like us) is scary; they’re automatically dangerous or inferior. If we get to know the strangers, of course, we end up discovering that they’re not so different from ourselves. They’re not so frightening and threatening after all. But too often, we don’t let that happen. We put up a wall between the strangers and ourselves. We’re on the inside; they’re on the outside. And then we peer over the wall, too far away from the people on the other side to see anything but our differences.
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We often separate ourselves from those who are different. In many cases, this reaction is caused by fear.





That’s what has often happened when straight people have looked at the LGBT community. Instead of seeing all LGBT people as human beings, more like everyone else than they are different, straight people have often focused on the differences. And here’s where another human tendency comes into play: stereotyping.




What Does LGBT Mean?


It stands for lesbian (women who are sexually attracted to women), gay (usually men who are sexually attracted to men, but sometimes women homosexuals use this word for themselves as well), bisexual (individuals who are sexually attracted to members of both sexes), and transgender people (people who do not identify with their biological sex—in other words, a biologically male person whose identity is feminine, or a biologically female person whose identity is masculine). The term “LGBT” is an inclusive one that includes all four groups. Some people think it should be longer, to include more than four sexual variations. After all, human sexuality is sometimes complicated, and when we try to put it into categories, we end up with lots of variations. In response to that suggestion, however, one sociologist joked that we might as well use the entire alphabet, including “S” for straight.


High School Stereotypes


The average high school has its share of stereotypes—lumping a certain kind of person together, ignoring all the ways that each person is unique. These stereotypes are often expressed with a single word or phrase: “jock,” “nerd,” “goth,” “prep,” or “geek.” The images these words call to mind are easily recognized and understood by others. But that doesn’t mean they’re true!
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