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Introduction


Golf is many things to many people; but, most of all, it is a mirror.

And when we look into that mirror we cannot help but see our lives

and ourselves, not the way we would like them to be, but the way

they really are. Fortunately the wisdom gained from the game helps

us find the lighter side of that all-too-honest view. Whether kneeslapping

hilarious or just chuckle-to-yourself funny, no other sport

can boast of its ability to make us laugh the way golf can-because

golf forces us to laugh at ourselves.


If you’re reading this, chances are you’re a golfer, which means

that any of the following will strike a chord or make you grin, and

possibly even make you laugh till it hurts:


• You find yourself wishing you could meet the rest of your foursome with your handy-dandy automated applause system in tow.


• You convince yourself that a windmill—blocked by dense foliage, perhaps, but somewhere nearby nonetheless—must be responsible for that one hole you can’t ever make.


• You fantasize about an anti-slice device that looks like a super-sized version of a kids’ crazy straw.


• You yell “Fore!” when you see an asteroid-sized ball speeding directly toward your head. (After all, it’s the most amazing thing you ever witnessed—what else would you do . . . run for cover?)


We relate to all this because golf makes us face our own shortcomings in a way that other sports, even other solitary ones, just can’t. Take swimming, diving or skiing: nothing funny about swallowing water or crashing into a snowbound tree. But spontaneously leaping for joy because you had three witnesses to your hole-in-one—now that’s something to make you beam from ear to ear, laugh joyfully in perfect understanding, and even sing! (Yes, sing! You are a golfer, aren’t you?)
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