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Chapter 1 WIDE AWAKE


Henry Heckelbeck wriggled from under his covers and gazed at the twinkly stars. He heard Dad’s slippers wisp down the hallway. They stopped in front of Henry’s door.

“Too excited to sleep?” Dad asked.

Henry turned around. “Yup, way too excited!” he said.
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In the morning Henry’s class was going on a field trip to the Space Center, which had rocket ships and maybe even aliens.
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“Have you ever been to space, Dad?” Henry asked.

Dad sat down and said, “Only in my dreams.”

Henry crawled under the covers as Dad handed him a stuffed green alien.
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“Maybe you’ll space travel in your dreams tonight,” Dad said.

Henry yawned. “If I ever fall asleep.”

Dad pushed Henry’s hair out of his eyes. “Pretend you’re sleeping in space,” he said.
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Henry shut his eyes and imagined floating in space.

Dad stood up and whispered, “Night night, Space Man.”

Henry rolled over.

“Night, Astro-Dad,” he said before falling asleep.
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Chapter 2 MEEP! MEEP!


Henry and his best friend, Dudley Day, were the first ones on the bus.

“Guess what! Last night I spied an alien spaceship in the sky!” Dudley said.
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Henry’s eyes widened. “No way!”

Dudley nodded and said, “Well, I’m pretty sure, because it had a searchlight and was moving really fast.”

Henry whipped out his spy notebook. “Possible alien spaceship sighted from Dudley Day’s house,” he spoke as he wrote.

A girl’s head popped up over the back of her seat. It was Max Maplethorpe.
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“Are you two talking about ALIENS?” she asked.

The boys looked at each other.

“Maybe,” said Henry.

Max smiled slyly. “Do you BELIEVE in them?”

The boys rolled their eyes.
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“Of course we do!” said Dudley. “We can’t be the ONLY planet with life-forms!”

Max smirked and asked, “But how can you be sure?”

“Um, because scientists are looking for extraterrestrial life EVERY day,” said Dudley.
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Max hung her elbows over the seat. “But has a REAL alien ever landed on Earth?” she asked.

Then Henry had an idea. “We can ask the experts at the Space Center!”
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Max smiled mischievously. “You never know. Maybe I’M an expert on aliens!” she joked. “Meep! Meep!”
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