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CHAPTER 1
The Case for Craftiness


It’s easy to find books on how to take charge of your own life. But where do you find advice on how to take charge of other people’s lives? Astrology’s here to help.


Everyone’s heard of sun signs—that’s the sign under which you were born. It’s what people are referring to when they say, “I’m a Libra” or “I’m a Scorpio.” Sun signs are an important part of your horoscope. But they are not the only part. Only a complete horoscope will give a psychological profile and expose every one of an individual’s fetishes, neuroses, and hang-ups.


Usually it’s not possible to get the information you need to run a full astrological chart. Also, unless you’re an astrologer, you wouldn’t know how to read it anyway. Even if you could, what’s it got to do with compelling your boss to give you a raise, getting your spouse to screw the cap on the toothpaste, or enticing your lover to submit to your sultry charms? You’ve tried the direct approach. You’ve tried one-on-one, sensitive New Age conversations.


Now try manipulation.


The Rising Sign and the Sun Sign


Pretend you’re blackmailing your neighbor for $20,000. Would you expect to get paid if you didn’t know his secrets? Of course not! Then why do you think you can manage someone in even the most mundane matter if you don’t know how his or her mind works?


Manipulation virgins fail because they don’t know enough about their targets. The artful strategist dissects her subject’s personality to expose his vulnerable spots. Some practitioners rely on psychology. Or intuition. But astrology is the easiest way to find out how another person’s mind works—and how to get it to work in your best interest.


Of all the parts of a horoscope, the sun sign and rising sign are the most revealing and the easiest to figure out. Imagine that each part of your horoscope represents a different kind of party. The sun sign is a “come as you are” party. The rising sign’s a “come as you wish you were” party.


Just as the sun is the center of the solar system, the sun sign is the center of your personality. It tells what makes you tick. The rising sign is also an integral part of any horoscope and a key to understanding yourself and others. The rising sign is your personality and your self-protective public mask. It’s what you hide behind; the behavioral rabbit you pull out of the hat when you’re cornered. The rising sign is what you appear to be and what you think you ought to be.


In a society that’s determined to plumb the depths of superficiality, the compulsion to live up to our “image” is overwhelming. And while we’re preening in the rearview mirror, we’re just asking to get rear-ended.


When you want to handle someone in a cunning way, look up both the sun sign and the rising sign. The combination will tell you everything you need to know about the person—and the best way to get what you want.


If you’re like most people, you’ll check out your own sun and rising signs first, just to test the techniques before using them on someone else. (Or to protect yourself from being manipulated.) You may think the description doesn’t fit, and that astrology’s a bunch of crap. But ask your boss to read it. Or your best friend. Then watch them collapse with laughter at how well it fits you. Let’s face it: Unless you’re very introspective or have spent lots of cash on therapy, you won’t acknowledge your weak spots. After all, if you knew what manipulated you, you wouldn’t be manipulated by it.


As you look up a person’s sun and rising signs, remember one or the other will be more obvious to certain people at certain times or in particular situations. For instance, a Capricorn rising steadily climbs his way into influence and the Social Register. But if he has an Aries sun, he’ll piss off a lot of people on the way.


Or maybe your coworkers rely on your practical, budget-conscious Taurus rising qualities at the office. But your family knows there’s a Pisces sun underneath who takes in strays and spends all her weekly paycheck on hallucinogens in the first three days.


If these traits sound contradictory, they are. People are. It’s why retrograde hippies say, “Hey, live and let live,” and why the rest of us, who live in the real world, get to play dirty.


Here’s how.





CHAPTER 2
How to Get the Most from This Book: Using the Sun Sign and the Rising Sign to Dance the Astrological Tactics Tango


Successful manipulation is a tactical dance. It means protecting your flank, pulling your own strings, and pushing other people’s buttons. Discover your own powers and vulnerabilities as described by the sun and rising signs. Learn the strengths and weaknesses of your partner in the manipulation dance. Then use your knowledge to protect yourself while taking advantage of the other person.


The first part of this chapter gives an overview of how to get what you want from others by using knowledge of their sun and rising signs. The second part tells you how to calculate the rising sign and ends with a list of sun sign dates.


The rest of the book devotes a chapter to each of the twelve astrological signs. Every chapter hands you the ammunition you need to take charge of each sign as well as to devise innovative strategies of your own.


How to Find the Sun Sign and Use It


First, start with the sun sign. Look up your own at the end of this chapter. Then look up the sun sign of somebody you’d like to handle in a cunning way. All you need to know is a birth date.


For example, let’s say there’s friction in your love life. You look up your sun sign and find out you’re a Virgo. Then you look up your lover’s sun sign and discover he’s an Aquarius. You don’t want to be picky, but your avant-garde Aquarius lover won’t do the dishes. You’ve lectured and lectured, but each time it gets worse instead of better. Now what?


Read Chapter 8 on Virgo. This reminds you that you’re intelligent, that you like order and schedules, and that you have the kind of loving relationship with your day-planner that other people have with their pets.


Then you read Chapter 13 and realize you’re living with a rebellious Aquarius, whose idea of hell is hearing the buzz of an alarm clock and having to do anything or be anywhere on someone else’s schedule.


Your penchant for routine and propensity for lecturing clashes with your Aquarian lover’s disdain for schedules and authority figures. You tried the direct approach and it didn’t work. Now be cagey.


Play on Aquarius’ need to be cutting-edge and different. Housework is ordinary, so you’ll have to hide its bourgeois nature by making it seem radical to Aquarius. For example, put a CD player in the kitchen and surround it with trendy alternative-music CDs. Then do the dishes yourself a few times: at three o’clock in the morning. Aquarius may not say anything, but he’ll notice. You’ll wake up one day, and the sink will not only be empty but gleaming. Who cares what time he did the dishes? They’re done.


How to Use the Sun Sign and the Rising Sign


You came out on top in that skirmish with your lover just by knowing about sun signs. Now refine your knowledge and twist it to your tactical advantage by using the rising sign as extra leverage. This time, let’s use a different sun sign and another situation as an example.


Maybe you have problems with a friend who volunteered to house-sit while you were out of town. After a long week’s business trip, you came home to find piled-up newspapers and dried-up houseplants. What should you do? Before doing anything, look online to find your rising sign.


Let’s say you’re a Sagittarius sun sign with Cancer rising. Read Chapter 11 first, where you’ll learn that you’re more at home in a hotel room than your own house and that you’re open and forthright with people.


But you also have Cancer rising. Chapter 6 reminds you of how much you love your home and that you approach people and issues indirectly. You suspect there’s a contradiction here. Which are you: Sagittarian or Cancerian?


You’re both.


Mix the two signs and it means you can turn a hotel room into a cozy home. When you tackle issues and people, you may start indirectly. But once you know what you want to address, you’re frank to the point of bluntness.


Now that you’re aware of how you operate, think of how other people deal with you. Your friends, for example. Sometimes they’ll play on the Cancerian indirectness when it suits them, especially when there’s an issue they want you to avoid, like the fact they forgot to water your houseplants while you were out of town.


Now, the houseplant assassin knows your Sagittarian side wants to tell her off with some accurate but painful truths. So she pushes the Cancer button by saying something like, “I sure missed your advice on how to rearrange furniture.”


Normally, you would’ve made suggestions about armchairs and armoires. Now you know better and don’t react the way your friend expects.


Gain insight into your friend by using the same methods you used to learn about yourself. For instance, you want to know how to handle the houseplant incident. Look up your friend’s sun sign and rising sign to find out the best way to manipulate her.


Let’s say your friend has a Gemini sun sign. This means she’s curious, verbal, easily distracted, and was on her way to water your plants when something more interesting came along and made her forget your address. Your Gemini friend also has Pisces rising, which tells you she’s sympathetic, intuitive, and not confrontational.


Here’s how to confront the situation: You’ve returned from the airport to find your geraniums have withered and the climbing ivy has stopped climbing. You know that your friend’s Gemini side likes to talk and loses conversational direction as easily as her geographical bearings. So, play on it. Chat about your trip. Use the opportunity to lead the conversation around to your point. This will divert your friend’s Gemini side from her Pisces rising side, which senses you’re about to say something hurtful: like the truth.


You could say something like, “Yes, it was a great trip. It’s too bad my plants wilted while I was gone.”


Now you’ve jerked the sympathetic Pisces chain and pushed the Gemini sun behind a cloud. Your friend’s Pisces side is aghast at the state of your plants. And she will probably buy you new ones.


By learning about yourself and your friend through astrology, you’ve used your strengths to play on your friend’s weaknesses. You’ve danced the tactics tango. And you’ve gotten what you wanted.


How to Calculate the Rising Sign


It’s easier to find the rising sign than you may think. First, you need to know the day and month of your potential victim’s birthday. And where he was born. Narrowing it down to a time zone is enough.


The next part is trickier. You have to find out what time he was born. Or at least within a couple of hours, because that’s how often the rising sign changes to a new sign.


A birth time shouldn’t be too hard to find if we’re talking about a family member. Birth certificates usually have birth times. If not, family reminiscences can provide the information, for example: “Grandmother said the sun was just going down about the time your mother was born.”


Or maybe you’d like to manipulate your boss. You can usually find out a birthday with no problem. But to find out your boss’ birth time, you’ll need to dig deeper in a subtle way. Try the following at the next office happy hour.


You: (to your boss) You’re always so bright and on top of things every morning.


Boss: I’ve always been a morning person.


You: That’s obvious by how you take charge first thing. I’ve noticed a lot of people who were born at night are nightowls, and people born during the day are morning people. I know it’s true with me; my brain doesn’t kick in until lunchtime.


Now your boss is hooked. Early risers can be notoriously self-righteous.


Boss: You’re right. I was born at six-thirty in the morning, and I love getting up with the sun.


Now you have a birth time. And you’ve also had a little up-front practice at manipulating.


If the Birth Time’s Not Exact


You’ve gotten your subject’s birthday and an approximate time of birth. Then you look up the time in the rising sign tables online, and you find the time is on the border between two signs. Luckily, it’s easy to tell where a person’s personality falls because of the way the signs follow each other around the zodiac. Each sign is very different from the one next to it.


For example, a Leo rising will dominate a room; a Virgo rising will try to clean it. Read the chapters for both astrological signs, and it’ll be obvious which rising sign fits.


If it’s impossible to get a person’s birth time, you can still find his or her vulnerable spots. Just use the sun sign alone.


As you work your way through this book and dabble in premeditated manipulation, you might feel guilty at first. Then you’ll probably feel a mischievous sense of power.


Revel in it.


Sun Sign Dates




	
Aries: March 20–April 20


	
Taurus: April 21–May 21


	
Gemini: May 22–June 21


	
Cancer: June 22–July 23


	
Leo: July 24–August 23


	
Virgo: August 24–September 23


	
Libra: September 24–October 23


	
Scorpio: October 24–November 22


	
Sagittarius: November 23–December 21


	
Capricorn: December 22–January 20


	
Aquarius: January 21–February 19


	
Pisces: February 20–March 19





Note: Sun sign dates are approximate. The exact dates shift around by a day or so, depending on the year.





CHAPTER 3
Aries, the Ram: Trolling for Trauma
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ARIES SUN: March 20–April 20


PLANETARY RULER: Mars




Looking for an Equal: I’m holding a contest and if you reach me first, you win. Don’t waste my time if you’re less than tasty, intelligent, athletic, daring, and can take the occasional conversational hit.


Call me. Now.





Aries is the sign of action, which means you’ll get nowhere fast if you don’t move faster. It’s a rarely discussed but well-known fact that you can’t manipulate someone if you can’t catch the person. And you’re apt to catch the Ram doing just about anything, because fear is as foreign to Aries as sincerity is to a used-car salesperson.


Aries is the first sign of the zodiac, so the solar system revolves around Arians. Or so they assume. The price of admission to the Ram’s universe is to become a whizzing little planet, so pretend you’re orbiting and manipulate your Aries instead.


Dealing with the Doyenne of Domination


Aries’ planetary ruler is Mars, the god of war. This means the sign is basically a dominant one. To manipulate the sign successfully, maintain the illusion that Aries is in charge. If you’re dealing with an Aries lover, friend, or boss, follow these rules while pretending to submit.


Be Direct


Aries is literal-minded. If you drop hints, Aries won’t get them. They’ll merely clutter up the floor, which slows down Aries’ forward motion. That pisses him off.


Lesson: Don’t drop hints.


Get to the Point


When talking to Aries, keep to the point and have a point to keep to. By all means, share your deep insights. But don’t go too deep. Your version of covert complexity is the Ram’s idea of overt whining.


Lesson: By the time you finish your convoluted sentence, the Ram has finished her conversation with you.


Obey Orders


Or pretend to. Giving orders is Aries’ job. Obeying them is yours. Aries often forgets you’re a competent adult and tells you things you already know. Attempting to tell her that you remember how to get to the post office, that you know where the dog’s leash is kept, and that you’ve ridden in a car before is a waste of your breath and Aries’ time.


Lesson: Don’t expect submissiveness.


Respond to Aries—Immediately


Don’t keep Aries waiting. Aries may be the master of his fate and the captain of everyone else’s soul, but he hasn’t mastered the skill of patience. In fact, the genetic ability to wait is missing from the Mars-ruled Ram’s DNA strand. He has no interest in cultivating patience and considers it a waste of time.


Lesson: If you keep Aries waiting, you’ll wait forever—for him to come back.


Recognizing Aries


Aries has attributes the other astrological signs lack, so recognizing her takes very little perception and no aim. Aries’ unique mixture of traits is quite charming and delightful to be around. Twist them to your advantage.


Idealism. Aries is the idealist of the zodiac. The ideal world is one in which Aries swashbuckles his way through hardships, car-chase scenes, and romantic encounters. This is the world in which Aries lives. Hit him with real-world reality and he’ll fold like a cheap suit.


Impetuousness. The Ram’s bravery often leads her to react without considering the consequences. For most of us, challenges trigger certain primal programming: Stimulus-Thought-Reaction. With Aries, the process is different: Stimulus-Action. Notice that the “thought” segment is missing. This is your chance to steer Aries into taking the action you want her to take.


Absence of modesty. Aries is willing to admit he’s not only the first but also the kindest, most intelligent, not to mention best-looking sign of the zodiac. All Rams agree; and since you can’t beat them, join them.


Sartorial elegance. To make sure you notice her, sometimes Aries will try on a small ego. It doesn’t fit.


Are you in the mood to manipulate Aries? This is hazardous, because the Ram is against manipulation. It enrages his sense of idealism.


Aries is aboveboard and expects you to be the same. Mix this with the well-known Ram penchant for solving problems in a truthful, impetuous, and martial way, and you’ll see that learning how to move fast is essential to your safety.


Lesson: If you manipulate Aries and get caught, the Ram will shoot now and worry about how he’ll look on probation later. But chances are, Aries won’t catch you. Fortunately for manipulative purposes, the sign is skimpy on introspection and a stranger to subtlety.


The Fundamental Rule of Manipulation


Since Aries is infatuated with competition, you’ll often find him in contests. It could be a contest over who drives the fastest, who gains access to the executive suite first, or who can drain a bank account with the most panache. Whatever the contest, in whatever type of relationship you have with Aries, remember this fundamental rule: Never let Aries win.


Imagine you’re playing a game. It could be a game like Monopoly or marriage. You think the best way to please your competitive Aries is to give her what she wants: victory.


The stakes are high and it’s your turn. You own Park Place and Boardwalk. Aries is one throw of the dice away from landing on either, but she doesn’t have the rent money and can’t mortgage her railroads again.


Aries: If you buy a hotel for Boardwalk and I land on it, you’ll win. (Aries always gives instructions, even when it’s not in her best interests.)


You: Maybe next turn.


Aries scowls, so naturally you think she’s happy. When it’s your turn again, you roll the dice, land on Aries’ railroad, can’t pay the rail fare, and lose the game. Now you assume the Ram’s really happy. You’re wrong.


Lesson: Aries only likes the person who beats her. If you let Aries win, it’ll be the last contest you’ll ever have.


Yes, the relationship is an eternal contest. Yes, it’s wearing and leads to Aries’ irritability. But this is a natural Aries state. It’s better to be inflicted with an irritated Ram than with a bored one. When Aries is bored, she’ll go find someone else who’ll flog back.


Challenging Aries to Do It Your Way


Play on Aries’ competitiveness when you’d like the Ram to do something unpleasant or tedious. Here are a few ways to get him right where you want him.


Use Compliments


Perhaps you’d like Aries to rewire your stereo system. You could always just ask. But Aries could always just say no. And once Aries refuses, he rarely reconsiders.


You: We could listen to music, but my stereo’s broken. It’s too bad. You have great taste in music and a wicked way with a sound system.


Aries: Where’s your electrical outlet?


Lesson: Pay Aries a compliment. It’s no more than he expects, and it will get you what you deserve.


Try Insults


Dare to say you can do something better than Aries. Any time you loot her confidence, she considers it an insult. And a challenge.


Suppose you want Aries to do a little motor maintenance. Aries would rather do something dashing, like go bike racing. To encourage the Ram to open a tool kit instead of inflate bike tires, try this:


You: I’m sure you could replace that battery perfectly well. But I can probably do it faster.


Aries: Right. Watch me.


Lesson: Get Aries to do anything you want by playing on her competitiveness.


Encourage Action


Lesson: Don’t ask yes or no questions. If you do, the reflex answer will be: “No!” Instead, phrase a request in a way that demands action as the answer.


You: We’ve got two options. We can sit here and wait to be arrested. Or we can put our clothes on and drive to my house.


Aries: Don’t tell me what to do. We’ll drive to your house.


Exactly what you wanted him to do in the first place.


Traipsing the Tightrope: The Aries Lover


The Aries lover is a relationship kamikaze. Not only does he rush in where angels fear to tread, he enjoys a romantic fight to the death. And if you’re not having one, he’ll stir one up. Keep that in mind so you’ll remember how potentially terminal this encounter really is.


An Aries lover is infuriatingly contradictory. Not only does the Ram contradict other people, but himself, too. This makes a love relationship hard to manage. Mainly because of the difference between what Aries wants and what Aries thinks he wants.


On one hand, Aries wants you to kneel and kiss the hem of his garment. If you do, he wants you to get off your knees and get a life. On the other hand, Aries expects you to be worldly, chic, and experienced. If you are or act like you are, he’d rather you be a social, sexual, and political virgin.


Attracting Aries is the easy part. Now that you’ve intrigued him, Aries holds an internal contest between idealism and the need to conquer. Idealism loses. The Ram will make the first move—probably before you cross his line of vision. Forget formal introductions and long courtships.


By tweaking his interest, you’ve opened a window of opportunity. If you jump in too fast, Aries will think you’re not worth getting. Wait too long, and he’ll forget your phone number and hair color. Still, it helps to set yourself apart from the crowd. Try the following to pique Aries’ romantic interest.


Aries Turn-Ons


Be reckless. Aries has a true taste for risk.


Lesson: Be impetuous. Aries knows what it’s like to jump first and think shortly before death. Take up motorcycling, car racing, hot-air ballooning, or any endeavor that’s showily scintillating and potentially fatal.


Show off. Parade your charms, wits, and assets. Aries likes dash, flash, panache. If all you have to show for yourself is modesty, the Ram will trip over you while heading for the nearest Marilyn Monroe look-alike. If he does notice you, he’ll delegate you to the nearest Pisces or Virgo, to whom modesty is considered sexy.


Lesson: Aries wants somebody who’s good enough—for Aries.


Keeping the Aries Lover Interested


There are two distinct phases in the Aries love relationship: attracting and maintaining. Same person. Different game.


To attract a Ram is easy. To keep Aries around is a test of stamina, recklessness, and endurance. It’s a balancing act between “I want to run off with you to the south of France,” and “What did you say your name was?” Try this:


Keep your distance. Don’t give in at the first approach. Remember Aries’ appetite for challenge. This is especially true in love.


Lesson: Once Aries has conquered you—or thinks she has—she’ll lose interest. Instantly. But not necessarily permanently.


Beat a strategic retreat. Aries has propositioned you. But you’d like to spend some vertical time together first, so try this:


You: (whispering seductively) If we do this now, I’d have nothing to look forward to.


Aries: Good point.


Lesson: Show interest but don’t give in.


By stepping back, you’ve pushed the challenge button. And twitched the tightrope. Now Aries will pursue you.


How to Keep the Aries Lover from Bolting


Now that Aries has pursued you into romantic submission and you’re in an actual relationship, you have challenges of your own. In the long term, there are a couple of problems with Aries lovers.


Problem 1. Aries will stay enamored for as long as you’re readily available but just out of reach, attentive yet not smothering, devoted yet independent, perfect yet attainable. And faultless.


Problem 2. Aries will be monogamous for as long as you live up to his ideals. Since Aries ideals are impossible to live up to, you see the problem. Cope with these difficulties by preventing romantic boredom. To keep Aries interested and yourself off lithium, try the following techniques:


Argue for sport. Aries calls this “entertaining and energetic conversation.” Everyone else calls it unnecessary wear and tear on the argument sector of your cerebral cortex.


Take charge of the finances. Being an idea person, the Ram has the idea that money should be circulated. While this theory is economically sound in a recession, in practice it can be embarrassing.


You: I’m sure you remembered to run to the post office and mail the utility bills.


Aries: Forget the utilities. You’ve always wanted a piano, right? Look what I picked up on the way home.


Yes, you’d like to see its beauty. You know you own a beautiful new grand piano, but you can’t admire it because you have no electric light.


Lesson: The Aries approach to money is sound economics. To the bank, it’s financial promiscuity.


Handle paperwork. Aries would rather you handle details like ordering new checkbooks, filling out loan applications, and renewing magazine subscriptions. But she’ll put up a token fight if you volunteer. Try this:


You: Let me sort out the paperwork this month. You need time off to think of more important things.


Aries: Well, okay.


Aries Lover Don’ts




	
Don’t fool around. Be faithful. Recall the Aries idealism. Remember the tirades. Ideal loves don’t screw around.


	
Don’t be jealous. Aries can be jealous. But you can’t. Aries will say how jealous she isn’t while scrolling through your caller-ID for unidentified phone numbers of possible rivals. Aries doesn’t like it when you notice other people. Because it means you’re not noticing her.





Say you’ve been to a party and Aries fumed the whole trip home.


You: (to your Aries wife) Why are you so pissed off that I sat next to your sister at the dinner party?


Aries: You talked to her the whole evening.


You: What about the night you had dinner with your old boyfriend and dragged in at two in the morning?


Aries: That’s different.


Lesson: When it comes to jealousy, it’s a one-way street. Resist the temptation to leave your dictionary open to the page that defines hypocrisy.




	
Don’t bore Aries. To sustain your relationship and mental equilibrium, keep Aries from getting bored. The best way to do it is to disappear. Aries is frantic. What happened? Where are you?
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