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Introduction


I started drawing at a very early age. So did you. We all drew pictures when we were very young. How do I know this? Because we don’t learn how to write our ABC’s until long after we’ve learned how to hold a crayon, and in the meantime we don’t have lot of other stuff to do.


I kept drawing as I got older, mostly because I was shy. Instead of talking to people, I made friends by drawing them on a piece of paper. They didn’t talk much, but they’ve been good company.


I would have drawn my imaginary friend on the sidewalk when I was a kid, but I didn’t have one. I grew up on a dirt road between two towns, and chalk doesn’t draw on dirt very well. The first time I drew on a sidewalk was many years later, long after I grew up. This means that if you’re younger than me (which you almost definitely are), and you keep drawing on sidewalks until you’re my age, you will be a much better chalk artist than I am. I look forward to that. I hope you will send me a picture.


Now that I spend so much of my time drawing on sidewalks, I meet a lot of people and talk to them while I’m drawing. A lot of people ask questions about what I’m doing, how I’m doing it, and sometimes why I’m doing it. In this book, I’ve tried to answer as many of those questions as I can.


One more thing: There are many different ways to draw with chalk on a sidewalk, and I’m not going to pretend that I know all of them. In this book I have tried to explain what works best for me, and I hope it will make you curious enough that you’ll want to try it for yourself. If you figure out a different way to draw with chalk that works better for you, that’s great!


So long as you’re enjoying making art, I’m happy.


(Especially if you send me a picture.)
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PART 1:


CHALK AND SIDEWALKS
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Why Draw with Chalk?





1. Chalk is easy to get your hands on (and to get on your hands). You might even have some in your house right now! I don’t even know where my first box of chalk came from; I think it might have followed me home when I wasn’t looking.


2. Chalk is easy to use. It doesn’t come with instructions because it’s so simple to figure out on your own. If you can read this sentence, then you have probably drawn with chalk already.


Unlike fancy art supplies, you don’t have to be careful or serious with chalk, and you don’t have to wash anything other than your hands afterwards. You don’t even have to worry about accidentally breaking chalk, because when chalk breaks, you just end up with twice as many pieces of chalk!
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3. Chalk is childish! Have you ever drawn pictures with a baby? They always know exactly what to draw, and they never run out of ideas. Every grown-up artist I know wishes they could still draw as easily as a baby does. Using chalk is a great way to rediscover your own “childish” talent for making art.
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4. Drawing with chalk is a great excuse to be outside on a nice day. You’re not just goofing around—you’re making art. And “art” is always better than “goofing around” when you’re looking for an excuse to not do chores.
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5. You don’t have to worry about whether anyone else likes what you draw. Unless you sign your name, no one will know it was you! This means you can draw whatever makes you happy and let the identity of the artist remain a mystery. (And if a drawing doesn’t make you happy, you can “accidentally” spill some water on it and start over.)
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6. On the other hand, anything you draw on the sidewalk is automatically on display for the whole neighborhood to see. It’s a great way to cheer up your friends and neighbors! You can start your own art gallery outside or leave mysterious messages underfoot for people to discover.
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Best of all, your sidewalk art will inspire other people to make their own sidewalk art, and pretty soon your whole street will be a chalk art-stravaganza!
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What You’ll Need





Sidewalk Chalk or other Colored Chalk—any chalk will do, but the most useful packs of chalk have a lot of noticeably different colors in them, including lighter and darker blues, greens, or even yellows. Red and brown are the hardest colors to find in sidewalk chalk, so if you’ve got those, great!


A Sidewalk—or a driveway, stoop, walkway, garden path, or anything else chalk will stick to. For a comparison of different outdoor drawing surfaces, see page 15.


Make sure you also have Permission. Even though chalk art is temporary, you should only draw in places where people will be happy to see your art. The simplest way to do this is to draw where you live, but you can also ask permission to draw in places that belong to other people, such as your neighbor, your school, a local store, or even the local library. You’re sure to find a lot of people who are excited to have your drawings around!
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