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Preface


	The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights makes it clear to everyone that every person is free and equal in terms of dignity and rights. In reality, however, this does not appear to be the case. This book focuses on a large group of people, consisting of more than forty million individuals worldwide, for whom freedom does not exist—those people live in some form of slavery. Although the term ‘slavery’ may evoke images of the past—for example, Uncle Tom’s Cabin—it remains a present reality for many people to this day, including people living in Western countries. We can hardly imagine this reality upon first glance, which indicates that many aspects of slavery remain hidden from the average citizen.


	Important organizations, such as the United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU), have taken the challenge to eliminate slavery via legislation to a global level. Reality, however, demonstrates that laws alone are not enough to combat this practice—decisive implementation and compliance are also necessary. Often, that is where the shoe pinches. As long as slavery continues to be profitable, savvy people will always seem to succeed in circumventing the laws. Let us, for instance, consider the human trafficker phenomenon, which goes hand in hand with large migration flows. For the time being, authorities are looking at this phenomenon from a rather powerless perspective. Slavery is not just a matter of laws and politics. Every citizen, as a consumer, is involved in it but is not actually aware of this involvement, usually. Regardless of our awareness, we consume a lot of products that have resulted from some form of slavery: the clothing we buy, the tea, coffee or cacao we drink, the mining products we use for jewelry or the electronics we use are just a few examples. This harrowing reality, and its relative obscurity, are the primary reasons for delving into the phenomenon of modern slavery.


	This book presents the results of our research. First, we clarify the key concepts. What does it mean when we use terms like ‘slavery’ and ‘human trafficking’ and who is involved in these processes? Then, we focus on the numbers in order to clarify the magnitude of the phenomenon. Slavery occurs in a wide variety of practices and involves both children and adults. Forced labor, in all forms, and sexual exploitation are the most common ones. A comprehensive description of all dimensions of modern slavery can help open people’s eyes to a world that had hitherto managed to remain relatively unknown to many. We do not limit ourselves to merely describing the phenomenon. We also aim to provide insight by examining the causes and outlining the consequences of slavery for both people and society.


	Today, much is being done to tackle the problem of modern slavery. In this fight, an overview of what needs to be done, as well as what must and can be done, is both enlightening and could provide a hopeful perspective for both authorities, policymakers and citizens as consumers. Although this book is primarily concerned with how slavery currently occurs, it also provides a brief historical overview of what slavery meant in earlier times, which helps frame current views and actions into broader political, social, and economic contexts.


	 


	 


	





Chapter 1



	
An Old Fact, A New Guise



	Nothing is more painful than offense to the human dignity; nothing more humiliating than slavery. Human dignity and freedom are innate to us by nature. Then let us defend it or die with dignity.


	– Marcus Tulius Cicero


	Slavery is a phenomenon that appears to interfere with neither the daily lives of most people nor with their contemporary worlds. For many, the term ‘slavery’ is reminiscent of black slaves on their journey to America or, perhaps, of slaves in ancient Rome or Greece. And yet, despite the fact that slavery was formally abolished at the end of the nineteenth century in most countries1, it still remains an inherent part of modern life2. Unfortunately, the phenomenon only occasionally attracts the attention of the media and the general public. For example, in April 2017, European countries were baffled when the International Organization for Migration (IOM)3 reported that African refugees from Nigeria, Ghana, and Gambia, who were making their way to Europe, were being sold on a slave market in Libya by human traffickers and militias. Furthermore, it was reported that women were primarily being bought to serve as sex slaves. Their price was £3804. Just to reach Libya, they had already paid large sums to smugglers. Yet, after the initial outrage and fierce media headlines, attention quickly dissipated and diminished and the outrage was subdued and forgotten, which usually tends to be the case.


	Many forms of modern slavery receive little or no media attention even though they involve millions of victims worldwide. In 2021, people are still being exploited and traded as commodities. In the first place, this issue concerns people who end up working as slave labor in all economic branches, including clothing, fishing, agriculture, construction, transport, and catering industries. This form of slavery has many connections to Western companies and, often, it actually occurs in Western countries. In addition, in all European countries, the sex industry makes abundant use of so-called sex slaves, who are imported from non-Western countries, such as Nigeria, or who are simply recruited in their own countries—by lover boys, for example. Today, when walking the streets of larger cities, we are confronted with people who beg—not of their own volition but because they are forced and exploited by human traffickers. Ultimately, we, as consumers, without realizing, help perpetuate slavery by buying cheap products, such as clothes, tea, cocoa, shrimp and so on.


	Consequently, slavery is topical, criminal and generally inhumane. It affects us more than we can imagine when we first think of it. According to the European Commission, the profit generated by human trafficking is estimated to be €25 billion annually. In addition, G20 countries annually import goods that have been produced by slave labor somewhere in their supply chains whose worth amounts to $354 billion. This is discussed in more depth in subsequent chapters5.


	In this introductory chapter, we want to clarify the meaning of the term ‘modern slavery’. This is more than a theoretical matter. Definitions are important because they serve as the basis for legislation and for solving a phenomenon. The emphasis made in a definition provides selective lenses that help orient the media and the public in terms of how they should look at and think about a phenomenon. For example, some right-wing politicians who publicly describe immigrants as ‘potential criminals threatening our prosperity’ have a different impact on their audience than those who call them ‘people seeking a better life for their families’. Although the search for a clear definition might appear to be somewhat abstract, it is necessary in order to clarify, from the outset, how we intend to approach slavery in this book. To do so, we first describe different perspectives and then conclude with our own definition. Still, an advance warning is needed. No generally accepted, unified definition of slavery exists6. The seemingly very simple question — What is modern slavery? — presents us with very different approaches that can be taken in search for an answer, stemming from different angles, ideologies and frames of thought.


	Lawyers, for instance, approach slavery through a legal framework. They decide whether someone is a slave based on the fact that someone is ‘owned’ by someone else. In the Slavery Convention of 19267, we read that:


	Slavery is the status of a person over whom all or any of the rights attaching to ownership are exercised.


	Being owned by someone else seems like an easy and concise definition. However, a person may be a slave by law (de jure) but may, in fact (de facto), possess a degree of freedom of action and vice versa. Some people are not slaves de jure but are nevertheless de facto unfree. Here is one example: someone, even a young minor girl, can consciously choose to come to the West to work in the sex industry hoping to make good money. De facto, that girl does not feel like a slave but, according to the legal description, she is one. Hence, a legal definition does not fully encompass the complex reality of slavery.


	Other conceptual frameworks are both possible and necessary, including sociological, anthropological, criminological and historical ones. A sociological approach, for instance, considers slavery to be a social phenomenon that concerns relationships between people, which take place within certain structures of power, rules, customs, agreements, etc. An example of such a sociological definition is provided by Bales and we explain it in the next section. Some anthropologists, in turn, consider the core of slavery to be when someone, who no longer belongs to a community, becomes an outcast.


	It becomes clear that different perspectives lead to different emphases. As a result, other aspects of slavery are also given attention here. In the next section of this chapter, we review a number of definitions in order to make our own synthesis, which then forms the framework for this book.


	Looking for Clarity


	Not only is there no unambiguous definition of slavery but several associated terms are also considered to be overarching: modern slavery, human trafficking and forced labor. This is confusing. Some authors consider these terms to be synonymous, while others pay more attention to their nuanced differences. We want to be clear here. We use the term ‘modern slavery’ as a collective term that refers to a series of practices through which people are oppressed and abused by others. This is also the view espoused by the World Economic Forum8. Some of these practices include human trafficking, forced labor, serfdom, forced marriages, child soldiers, etc. In the third chapter, we take a closer look at these manifestations of modern slavery. Here, we must also mention that some authors, especially those in America, want to reserve the legalistic definition for the term ‘slavery’ when referring to slavery as a common practice in America until the nineteenth century—namely, a practice in which certain people were owned by other people (i.e., owners). Since the current forms of slavery are of a completely different nature, they argue in favor of not using the term ‘slavery’ any longer9.


	A Few Loose Ends We Need to Tie


	Let us first consider some formal definitions, as defined in official agreements. We start with the 1926 Slavery Convention. This convention defined slavery as10


	The status or condition of a person over whom power, vested in the property rights, is exercised.


	Obviously, this definition only applies to property slavery. Think of the many African American slaves who were bought by landowners in America in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and then put to work as personal property on the lands and in the households of these landowners. Today, owning people is not legal anywhere in the world. In the last chapter, we provide a brief historical overview of slavery. The Slavery Convention was just the starting point and slavery continued to receive constant attention in subsequent international agreements.


	The overarching 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights represents another milestone. Article 4 states11:


	No one will be kept in slavery or bondage: slavery and the slave trade will be prohibited in all its forms.


	This article was further fleshed out in the 1956 Supplementary United Nations Convention on the Abolition of Slavery12:


	Debt slavery, serfdom, forced marriage and giving birth to a child for the exploitation of that child are all slavery-like practices and require criminalization and abolition.


	We conclude from our search that there is currently no unambiguous, generally accepted definition of slavery. However, many authors tend to view slavery as an umbrella concept, of which human trafficking is only one part. Some examples are given below.


	In the UK, the Inter-Departmental Ministerial Group (IDMG) defines the term ‘modern slavery’ as an umbrella term in its 2016 report13:


	An umbrella term that covers the offenses of human trafficking, slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour.


	Kara14 also defines it as an umbrella term to be used for practices aimed at the domination and exploitation of people:


	A system of dishonouring and humiliating people by forcibly forcing them to work in inhumane conditions.


	The Global Slavery Index (GSI)15, which is explained in greater detail in the next chapter, also defines modern slavery as an umbrella term:


	Although modern slavery is not defined in law, it is used as an umbrella term that draws attention to similarities between these legal concepts. Basically it refers to situations of exploitation that a person cannot refuse or leave because of threats, violence, coercion, deception and/or abuse of power.


	At the same time, the Anti-Slavery International16 organization defines modern slavery as follows:


	A person is in slavery if he or she is forced to work - by coercion, or mental or physical threat; if he or she is owned or controlled by an employer through psychological or physical abuse or threats of abuse; and if he or she is dehumanised, treated as a commodity, and thus bought and sold as property; and if he or she is physically restricted or if freedom of movement is restricted.


	In summary resulting from our research, we propose the following definition to serve as the framework for this book:


	Modern slavery is the situation in which people are repeatedly forced on behalf of others to engage in acts (such as labor, sex, marriage) under threat of mental and/or physical violence and in inhumane conditions without any respect for their human dignity.


	Therefore, we consider the core elements of modern slavery to be lack of freedom (not being able to escape a situation), compulsion to perform certain actions (e.g., physical or sexual), being under physical and/or psychological threat, and in inhumane conditions.


	Next, it makes sense to distinguish between a formal definition of slavery and the subjective experiences of people themselves, as the examples provided below show.


	Brazilian women who move to Spain to work in the sex industry feel that they do so voluntarily in order to have a better life. However, according to Brazilian law, they are victims of human trafficking. The same applies to a girl who comes to Amsterdam from Romania through an intermediary to work as a prostitute. The man paid for her trip, completed her paperwork and arranged an apartment for her. They agreed that she would pay him for this by giving him half of her earnings for one year. Afterwards, she would be free to work for herself entirely17. According to Dutch law, she is a victim of human trafficking and is in a situation of debt slavery and financial exploitation, although she does not see herself as a victim. Incidentally, it should also be noted that some migrants still consider forced labor in prosperous European countries to be much better than having no work in their own poor countries1818.


	Slavery always has a relational dimension. In its simplest form, it occurs between the one who is enslaved and the one who enslaves them. The essential point is that the power in such a relationship is unbalanced—the power of the enslaver versus the impotence of the slave. In reality, several parties are involved in the enslavement process. There are the merchants who take the slaves from their place of origin to the place in which the slaves are to be exploited. Often, the owners also employ people who organize and monitor the slaves’ activities. Of course, there are also others who profit from the slaves’ activities—including, for example, those who consume the products of their slave labor, the clients engaging in sexual exploitation, and the ones who have stolen organs transplanted. The governments that may or may not act against slavery also constitute an important piece of the puzzle. And we should not forget the silent majority who knows that such things happen but still tacitly consumes the (too) cheap products resulting from slavery; or those who are unilaterally concerned about ‘the strangers who flood the country and plunder social security’ without wanting to account for the inhumane experiences and situations of many of those people. Ultimately, the relationship between a slave and an owner can only be continued through the use of threat or psychological and/or physical violence. In a power-free relationship, the violence factor would actually cause the relationship to break.


	In addition to the relational aspect, slavery also has a societal dimension. The phenomenon of slavery can only exist in a community that believes that it is justifiable for some people to use other people. There are often ideological, religious, ethnic, political, economic, and cultural attitudes that allow for or even approve of the reduction of people to slavery. For example, as long as the majority of consumers use the lowest price as their only purchase criterion, it is probable that products made through forced and child labor will continue entering the market. If other criteria were considered to be important besides price, such as decent labor, then this situation could change. Gender issues also play an important target in many countries. Views regarding the position of girls and women can lead to girls being pushed by their parents into prostitution, which is often the case with Nigerian girls, for example.


	Slavery is never a one-time act but a situation that lasts for a prolonged period of time, usually forced upon but sometimes also chosen by the slaves themselves. Hence, slaves are not one-time victims but are in situations of ‘unlimited victimization’, and slavery is more of a process than an activity.


	Related Concepts


	In this section, we briefly discuss some concepts that are related to slavery in order to clarify their differences or connections to modern slavery. In the third chapter, we then discuss these forms of slavery in more detail.


	Bondage


	Bondage or property bondage is a tenant condition in which one is compelled by law, custom or convention to live and work on the land that belongs to someone else. In addition, one must provide certain services to the landowner, regardless of whether remuneration is involved, and one is not free to change one’s condition. More generally, property slavery means that the owner or master owns the slave and can do whatever he wants with them: buy, sell, trade, or rent.


	The 1956 Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery19 prohibits practices that place someone in a dependent status, such as:


	

		A woman being given away in marriage in exchange for a certain payment amount in money or goods to the parents, the family, or a person or group, while she is unable to refuse.


		The husband of a woman, his family or clan having the right to give her to a third person in exchange for some value.


		After the death of her husband, the wife can be assigned to someone else.



		A young person under the age of eighteen being given to another person by parents or educators, whether in return for a reward or not, with the aim of exploiting the child’s labor.





	Property slavery is rare in the world nowadays, except in Mauritania, but was a current practice until the nineteenth century—think of slaves in America, as an example.


	Human Trafficking Henriette’s story


	I arrived from Togo to France when I was 14, with a woman named Simone. My parents had entrusted me to this woman, who had promised them that I would come to France to work at her home, to help her and to have a better future and continue my studies. But that’s not what happened. After a few months I realised that I would never go to school and that I would not have papers because I had not been legalised. I ended up working in that house for almost five years, ate the kids’ leftovers, had to sleep on the floor and was denied the right to rest, to have free time, to get an education, to see a doctor, to leave her house…I was only allowed to go downstairs to pick up the children and to do all the housework—that was all. Then I was moved to the house of another woman, Yasmina, who had paid Simone so that I would work for her. I had nothing, no money and no training. I had done everything she told me at home. I was offended, treated like I was worthless. One day I tried to escape but an uncle brought me back and told me that the woman had promised to get me papers because she knew the right people. Then I took what came to me and I gave up. I did everything she told me, down to the letter, like a robot. The years passed and my strength and eyesight began to fail. I later learned in the hospital that I was anaemic and about to pass out because I had not been fed properly. That woman, Yasmina, told me that I was not loved and that no one wanted me. She said she was the only one willing to take care of me because she had a big heart. So I should be grateful to her and do everything she asked me to do. One day, I spoke to the building concierge who told me, ‘You’re so young, why do we see you only when you get the kids and go upstairs again?’ I couldn’t take it anymore, I felt that I had reached the end of my life. I had to do something or die, throw myself out the window or rot further. The caretaker said to me, ‘I can’t do anything for you, your story is incredible. Nobody will believe you. Go back to her and eat with me when she’s not around’. That woman went to the police and told them what I had told her. One day, the police came to the door and I was able to get away. I was held in custody and then placed in foster care. One day, I was transferred to the Comité contre l’esclavage moderne (Committee Against Modern Slavery). There were about 60 people there and they all had terrible stories to tell. These young girls, they had been beaten and raped. They had had forced abortions in difficult circumstances and had scars on their hands from being trapped in basements after rebelling. Others had been burned on hobs for disobeying their employers. That day, I realised that I was not alone and that I should not remain silent. When I left the meeting—it was a Sunday—I filed a complaint against those who had abused me because they had no right to do so and because it had to stop. The police were looking for Simone, who had taken me to France, but they could not find her. I went back to see my parents and realised that they, like me, had been cheated twice. When they asked Simone where I was and what I was doing, she told them that I had run away and that she didn’t know where I was. As for the second family, the wife and her husband were initially convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison and a fine of €10,000.20


	Henriette Siladin’s story seems to come from a different world and a different time—yet it took place in France in 2016.


	In itself, human trafficking is not slavery but a process that can eventually lead to slavery. Quite a few authors agree on this. According to Aronowitz21, simply equating human trafficking with modern slavery is not correct—it is only one, admittedly important, possible dimension of it. In this section, we limit ourselves to a definition of human trafficking. In the third chapter, we focus on describing various aspects of the reality of human trafficking in more detail. Human trafficking is more accurately defined than slavery. We rely on the definition in the 2003 United Nations Trafficking in Persons Protocol. This is the Protocol on Prevention, Control and Punishment of trafficking in human beings, particularly women and children, of the ‘UN Protocol on Trafficking in Human Beings’, in addition to the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC), which has now been signed by 170 countries. In this protocol, trafficking in human beings is defined as follows22:


	Human trafficking means the recruitment, transportation, transfer, housing or reception of persons by means of threat or use of force or other coercion, of kidnapping, deception, or abuse of power or of a vulnerable position or to provide or receive payments or benefits in order to obtain the consent of a person who controls another person for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation includes at least the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced or enforced labour, slavery or slavery-related practices, submission or the removal of organs.


	This definition is internationally important. It is, among other things, the basis for the International Classification of Crimes for Statistical Purposes (ICCS)23. Furthermore, the European Commission Directive applies this definition but tightens it up on two points24. The EU definition specifies what human trafficking is by indicating that the exchange or transfer of control over those persons is included in the crimes related to human trafficking. It is also more precise in its purpose by including begging and the exploitation of criminal activities in a non-exhaustive way.


	This definition shows that human trafficking must contain at least these three elements:


	

		1) Action. The recruiting, transporting, harboring, or receiving of people.



		2) Means. The threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of kidnapping, of fraud, of deception, of abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability, of giving or receiving payments or benefits.


		3) The Goal: exploitation. Exploitation includes, at the very least, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to it, such as slavery, servitude or the removal of organs. To this, the European Union adds the exploitation of begging and forced crime.





	In this definition, it is also important that the consent of a person is irrelevant. Consent does not matter in the case of violence, threat, kidnapping, deception, fraud or buying or taking a child from its parents or guardians. Consequently, it is a misconception to assume that there is no problem if persons agree to move to other countries in order to work illegally—if such consent results from the use of the above-listed means. In addition, age is important. If recruiting, transporting, harboring or receiving young people under the age of 18 is for the purpose of exploiting them, then this is always considered to be human trafficking even if none of the above means are used. We must also emphasize that it is not just about transporting people. Recruiting, hiding or receiving people with the aim of exploiting them is also sufficient for consideration as human trafficking. Hence, many people can be involved in human trafficking. Aronowitz gives the following example: tourists who engage in child sex. Not only are such tourists involved but so are the hotel concierges who are approached, the hotel staff who approach the parents or guardians of children, the taxi drivers who transport these children to the tourists’ hotel rooms—they are all involved in human trafficking because the goal of their actions is the exploitation of children25.


	The European Directive 2011/36/EU, in Article 2.326, stipulates the activities involved: exploitation of the prostitution of others, other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services—including begging—slavery and practices comparable to slavery, servitude, exploitation of criminal activities and the removal of organs. This directive is important because it obliges EU Member States to apply it to how their own legislations define human trafficking. After all, this determines whether and how the police and judicial authorities can prosecute and try the perpetrators.


	The sectors of exploitation are listed exhaustively:


	

		exploitation in prostitution or child pornography;



		exploitation in begging;



		working conditions that are contrary to human dignity;



		removal of organs;



		obligation to commit a crime or offense (in some theft or drug trafficking cases, for example).





	
Human Smuggling



	The human smugglers exist because they supply a service that desperate people can’t legally obtain. They care about nothing other than the blood money they are extracting from tens of thousands of women and children and think nothing of sending children to their deaths crossing the Sahara or the Mediterranean Sea.


	– Justin Forsyth, UNICEF Deputy Director27


	Human trafficking is often lumped together with human smuggling. Although the two crimes share some common features, they are essentially different. The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the UNTOC (Human Smuggling Protocol), defines migrant smuggling as follows28:


	For the purpose of obtaining, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, the illegal entry of a person into a country of which the person is not a national or resident.


	Typically, people pay smugglers for their trip in advance. Once they arrive at their destination, their relationship with smugglers ends. Although they reach their desired destinations, the victims often end up in appalling circumstances. Along the way, they may fall prey to criminal gangs and militias who abuse them and, sometimes, use them as the means of coercion in order to extort ransom from their families in their countries of origin. Or they are piloted into human trafficking and exploitation by rogue smugglers themselves. After arriving at the final destination, the victims of human trafficking usually remain compulsorily attached to their human traffickers for a long period of time because they often have to pay off debts (travel costs, interest, etc.). For human traffickers, smuggling is only one part of the whole. We return to this phenomenon in more detail in a subsequent chapter.


	While human trafficking and human smuggling overlap as forms of organized migration-related crime, they differ on the following three main points, according to the UNTOC29.


	

	
1) Consent. Even though migrant smuggling often takes place in dangerous and degrading conditions, it still concerns migrants who have consented to the smuggling. The victims of human trafficking, on the other hand, have either never consented to it or, if they had consented, that initial consent would have become irrelevant as a result of the coercion, deception, or abuse they later suffered at the hands of the smugglers. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately 123,700 people are reported to have crossed the Mediterranean Sea in 2019 in an attempt to reach Europe30. That is the most dangerous migration route in the world and 1,336 people died during the journey. Worldwide, a total of 3,368 people died on various migration routes that year.



	
2) Exploitation. Human smuggling ends with the arrival of the migrants at their destinations. In the case of human trafficking, the victims are further exploited after delivery, either by human smugglers or by others. They end up in more difficult situations and undergo much more suffering. They also need to be additionally protected from repeat victimization and abuse than victims of mere human smuggling.



	
3) Transnational character of human trafficking. Human smuggling is always transnational, from one country to another. This is not necessarily the case with human trafficking. In human trafficking, victims can be transferred to another country or from one location to another within the same country without crossing borders.






	According to Myria, the Belgian Federal Migration Centre, the phenomenon of human smuggling points to the following paradox31. Under Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, everyone has the right to seek asylum in other countries and to receive protection from persecution. In practice, strict visa regulations, a restrictive asylum policy, and strict border controls make it almost impossible for refugees to enter Europe without using the services of smugglers. Incidentally, of the 65 million internally displaced people in the world, only 16% would go to industrialized countries, including European ones. The vast majority remain in their own country or continent. To conclude this discussion, we compare human trafficking and human smuggling in Table 1.132.


	Table 1.1 Comparison of human trafficking with human smuggling according to Aronowitz


	 


	

		


				
Human trafficking




				
Human smuggling




		


		

				
Violence has been used or permission obtained through deception, etc.




				
The smuggled person agrees to the smuggling.




		


		

				
Forced labor and exploitation.




				
Less or no violence against the smugglers. They are free after arrival.




		


		

				
Enslavement, limited freedom, isolation, deprivation of documents.




				
They are free to do whatever they want.




		


		

				
Trafficked persons are victims and have legal rights and protections (shelter, assistance, guidance).




				
Smuggled people themselves are breaking the law and are therefore not victims according to the law.




		


		

				
Not necessarily across borders, can occur within a single country.




				
Across borders.




		


		

				
Are being exploited.




				
Are only illegally in a new country and are lawbreakers, unless they are granted asylum.




		


	




	
Slavery—Then and Now



	Modern slavery is very different from slavery in the past. We discuss a number of differentiation points on the basis of equations developed by Bales33 and Stewart34.


	First, modern slavery appears to have now the same characteristics worldwide, while slavery around 1400s to 1900s tended to revolve around white people who traded black people. Previously, for millennia, the basis of slavery was not skin color. Think of the Ottomans who enslaved Slavic peoples or the Arabs who also enslaved a wide variety of nations and ethnicities. Furthermore, slavery used to be legal because it constituted an inherent part of the colonization process in which primarily Western European countries engaged. Today, slavery is illegal and is therefore considered to be a crime. The length of time that a slave is in possession and under the control of another person is often nowadays very short. In the past, a slave was precious and often remained in someone’s possession for life. Today, slaves have become utensils. When they are no longer useful, they are discarded. Slaves have become a short-term investment. They require little capital investment and yield high returns. Hence, slaves have very little value today and are easy to replace when they no longer yield sufficient returns. This also means that people are no longer inclined to buy slaves as property, as was the case in the past. After all, they must be quickly exchangeable if they no longer meet the requirements of their owners or when the latter develop new needs.


	Table 1.2 Comparison between ancient and modern slavery


	

		


				
Ancient slavery




				
Modern slavery




		


		

				
Non-globalized




				
Globalized




		


		

				
Legal




				
Illegal




		


		

				
Legal ownership




				
Illegal ownership




		


		

				
Long-term relationships




				
Short-term relationships




		


		

				
Otherness (racial, religious, linguistic, etc.) important




				
Otherness not important




		


		

				
High purchase price




				
Low purchase price




		


		

				
Low profit




				
High profit




		


		

				
Shortage of slaves




				
Oversupply of slaves




		


		

				
Slaves are maintained




				
Slaves are available




		


	




	The slave trade used to be much more difficult to engage in. The slaves had to be transported far away, for instance from Africa to the rest of the world. They could become ill and die along the way. Moreover, slaves were expensive because they needed housing, food, and care. Today, there is an oversupply of slaves, while this resource used to be scarce in the past. With respect to cost, a slave in the southern region of America used to cost, on average, $40,000. Today, the worldwide average cost of a slave is $90, at least according to Bales35. On the recent slave market in Libya, slaves are said to be sold for between €200 and €500. A witness also speaks of $190.


	At the same time, the profits from slavery have skyrocketed like never before. In comparison to the nineteenth century, the profits made today have increased by 800%. Because slaves have become so cheap, the relationship between owner and slave has changed. When slaves were very expensive, they required a real investment. Consequently, they were treated relatively well by their owners because they had cost them a lot of money. Today, there is no advantage for owners to put a lot of money into the maintenance and care of slaves because they are cheap to replace. They are also kept only for as long as they are useful. Investing money in them is pointless if they cannot be used immediately. Slaves who do not make a direct profit because they become ill— or too old or ugly—are thrown out. In some countries, slaves are recruited for only a few months to reap the harvest. Afterwards, they are fired without any compensation. Incidentally, it appears that they are often trapped into illegal contracts from which they think they can no longer escape.


	Today people from all ethnic groups are enslaved. This makes them more difficult to recognize on the basis of their appearance alone. In America, black slaves rebelled against white owners and their conditions. Historically, slaves could represent a time bomb. Today, slaves generally live in isolation, are withdrawn and unobtrusive and are not a problem for either governments or communities. In America, slaves were an economically important capital. Today, slavery’s contribution to the global economy is not worthwhile.


	
The Victims



	After analyzing the phenomenon of modern slavery, let us focus on the people involved—namely, on the victims themselves: the slaves.


	
Beatrice’s story



	I’m at the airport in Colombo, Sri Lanka, saying goodbye to my three-year-old son. With his eyes full of tears he asks, ‘Can’t I go with you, mom? If you make a lot of money, will you buy me a car to play with?’ I take him in my arms, my heart breaks and I say to him: ‘When I have the money, I will buy you the world’.


	My desperation to give him a better life has led me to leave him and my parents, to go to Lebanon and to become a housemaid. My passport is taken away at the labour agent’s office in Beirut. The agency staff make sure that I queue up with a group of women in the same predicament as me. Lebanese men and women walk in front of us and examine our bodies, as if we were vacuum cleaners. I am sold to a wealthy woman who takes me to her house on the fourth floor of an apartment building. My chores seem endless. I wash the windows, walls and bathrooms. I clean carpets, polish floors and clean furniture. After 20 hours I’m still not finished. There is no food on my dinner plate, so I search through the garbage. I try to call the agency, but the woman who now owns my phone has turned it off. I try to flee the apartment, but she has locked the door. My cheeks burn as she hits me. It is night and her children have gone to sleep. She grabs my hair, hits my head against the wall and throws me to the floor. She kicks me and hits me with a broom. If I scream or fight, she will kill me. So I bite my lips to endure the pain and then I pass out. This is my daily routine, the life of a slave. But now, I’m on the balcony of her apartment four floors up. I hold on to the railing and stare at the floor far below. I can feel my heart beating. I miss my family and I know my son is waiting for me. There is no other way to go home. I grab the railing, close my eyes and ask God for forgiveness if I die now. This is not a suicide attempt. I am desperate for freedom, not death. With little hope that I would survive, I let go of the railing. I dive back into the night sky. And I scream.


	*Beatrice survived the fall, was treated in a hospital and could move to America36.)


	To gain insight into the extent of human trafficking, it is necessary to first properly describe who the victims are. This is more complicated than it seems upon first glance. First, let us examine the official definition. The UN, in its UN Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, describes a victim as37:


	Victims means persons who, individually or collectively, have suffered harm, including physical or mental injury, emotional suffering, economic loss or substantial impairment of their fundamental rights, through acts or omissions that are in violation of criminal laws operative within Member States, including those laws proscribing criminal abuse of power. A person may be considered a victim, under this Declaration, regardless of whether the perpetrator is identified, apprehended, prosecuted or convicted and regardless of the familial relationship between the perpetrator and the victim. The term ‘victim’ also includes, where appropriate, the immediate family or dependents of the direct victim and persons who have suffered harm in intervening to assist victims in distress or to prevent victimization.


	This formal description formulates a legal framework and, hence, does not always meet the insights and experiences of concrete people. The ideal victims, of course, are those who are not responsible for what has happened to them, thus arousing sympathy from others. However, this simple approach does not solve all problems. According to Andronowitz38, society distinguishes between real or ideal victims of human trafficking and other victims. The ideal victims meet all criteria: they are female, traded for sexual exploitation, cooperate with the judiciary entirely, are recognized as good witnesses by the judiciary and are saved from the traffickers instead of escaping themselves. Those who do not meet these criteria are more difficult to recognize as victims of human trafficking. Consider, for example, girls or women who had voluntarily entered into prostitution or people who had voluntarily left their countries to search for work and a better life abroad. Shame about being exploited can lead them to take the blame and to refuse to profile themselves as victims. People may also want to distance themselves from their past and reject their victimization. They see themselves as persons who made the wrong decisions that then got them into trouble.


	Another problem is that quite a few victims who do meet these criteria, over time, no longer see themselves as victims. In addition to blaming themselves for their situation, they can develop affectionate relationships with their exploiters. Healthcare providers call this a form of traumatic bonding. Furthermore, victims sometimes refuse to cooperate with the justice system because they fear that the traffickers will harm them or their families in their countries of origin. Finally, it is also possible that victims do not experience their work—e.g., in the sex industry—as problematic because they are used to it from their personal history or social background. For example, girls who have been sexually abused from an early age can come to believe that it is normal for women to be abused by men. As a result, they will never report themselves as victims. These are so-called ‘alleged’ victims39. Therefore, it is difficult for authorities to trace these types of victims or to remove them from their precarious situations. This also means that it is extremely difficult to obtain reliable and realistic figures for purposes of statistics.


	Andronowitz40 developed a victim typology in order to map the diversity of victim behavior. This typology includes victims who remain under the radar of the justice system and social workers as well as victims who cooperate with law enforcement and receive support to be repatriated if they wish.


	[image: Image]


	It also appears to be useful to be aware of the terminological difference between the terms victim and survivor. The term victim is primarily used by the judicial system and the police to refer to someone who has been harmed as a result of a crime. Those who are recognized as victims have certain rights in the judicial system: to be heard during the investigation, to be informed about the course of the criminal process, the possibility of a civil party claim, the right to compensation and assistance. Counsellors, on the other hand, prefer to use the term ‘survivors’ to empower victims and recognize the strength and courage possessed by these people and used to overcome their abuse.


	
Tactics of Human Traffickers Aksana’s story



	Aksana grew up in a violent situation in a small village in a transitioning country. Her mother, an alcoholic, pushed her out of a second-floor window when she was ten. Assaults and physical abuse were the rule rather than the exception. The family was poor; the only fixed income they had was the grandmother’s pension. Aksana was introduced to her mother’s friend. This woman lent Aksana some money and invited her to come and live in her flat for a while. She later forced Aksana, fifteen years old, to engage in prostitution. Once, Aksana was even locked up in the basement during winter while only wearing underwear. Aksana was afraid to refuse because she was told that everyone in her hometown would know that she had been a prostitute. In addition, Aksana was threatened that her little brother would be killed. She had to work to pay off a ‘debt’ that she had allegedly acquired. Although her mother knew about her daughter’s situation, she did nothing to help her41.


	How do people become slaves? What makes certain persons succeed, with apparent ease, in getting others to submit to them and allows them to lead these others into a life of slavery? How do traffickers influence their victims? What tactics do they use?


	Recruitment


	According to the Dutch National Coordination Centre against Trafficking in Human Beings42, recruitment is the first and most important technique used by slave traders to control people and establish a circuit. They first gain the trust of their victims and their immediate environment by building an emotional bond. They do this, for example, by actually helping to solve or mediating in solving acute problems in the victims’ families or at their places of work. Or, so to speak, they ‘fall in love’ with the women they aim to recruit. Or they promise their victims a better or more adventurous life. Or they offer them a joint trip abroad, a wedding or a home.


	As soon as the victim agrees, they quickly reveal themselves as vipers emerging from underneath the grass canopy. First, the victims are often forced to incur debts with the trafficker or in their own social environment. Afterwards, these debts rise to astronomical amounts that can no longer be paid off. Another intervention consists of the victims having to hand over their identity papers and travel documents. This is often done in a subtle way, under the guise of safe storage in the victim’s own interest or because they are necessary for arranging the trip. The victims are literally taken from their own environments and brought into isolation.


	The tactic applied to people in the poorer parts of the population is to promise them work and a good life through false job advertisements. Professional human traffickers use quasi-formal channels for this, such as newspapers and registered companies. In countries with a bad economy or other crises, in particular, people are more likely to be seduced by the prospect of work and the promise of a better life. Often, these jobs are in the household sector—for example, positions as nannies or au pairs—or in the tourism industry. The traffickers pay for the documents so that the victims can legally enter other countries. Of course, the victims must then pay off their debts, which they are often unable to do, which leaves them trapped in the hands of human traffickers.


	For purposes of luring potential victims, human traffickers sometimes employ former slaves. According to Kara43, former victims of traffickers, especially in the sex industry, are more likely to lure other girls into the circuit. Girls in the sex industry learn to adapt to their terrible lives—for example, they start using alcohol and drugs. This, in turn, can lead to them seeing their lives as being the best they could possibly be. Once they are settled into that world, many of the victims themselves start making money by bringing in new girls.


	
Control Techniques



	The success of trafficking depends on the extent to which traffickers manage to control their victims44. Naturally, the process concerns people who have not given consent to how they are being treated or those who have consented under pressure, coercion, threat of violence, or blackmail. Human traffickers often combine different forms of control, depending on the type of victim, the stage of the process, the type of human trafficking, the location and the opportunity offered by the circumstances.


	After they have recruited the victims, the perpetrators must adapt their approach and deploy control techniques. It usually quickly becomes apparent to the victims that the promises were fake, and the romance was false. The initial deception no longer works. Once they have arrived in the so-called ‘Promised Land’, the reality turns out to be different. The promised job turns out to be, in fact, a form of slave labor from which it is difficult for the victims to escape because their perpetrators use threats or real violence. They say, ‘You are not grateful for what we have done for you; we do not like that’ or even, ‘We paid for your documents, travel arrangements and food, it’s now payback time and we need that money now’. To maintain control, human traffickers sometimes make small concessions by being a bit indulgent—giving the victims some money or allowing them some freedoms—but these acts are always accompanied by some form of threat in the background. Many victims undergo violence—rape, physical and psychological violence, torture, and forced use of alcohol and drugs—because this is a way for the traffickers to break their victims’ psychological resistance. All this is done to ensure that the victims become and remain willing instruments in the hands of the traffickers. Another control technique is to force victims to passively witness the assault and even murder of other victims. Undergoing this passively, without doing anything to prevent the outcome, causes guilt—and even feelings of fellowship with the perpetrators.
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