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  DEDICATION




  This book is dedicated to the officers and men of the Old Army whose gallant services, whether in the deserts of Arizona, the snows of the far north, the jungles of Cuba, the rice swamps of the Philippines, or the plateaus and mountains of Mexico, have added many a brilliant page to our National history.




  THE AUTHOR




  My dear Colonel Tompkins:




  I thank you very much for allowing me to read your manuscript. It is intensely interesting because it covers a period of activity in which our Cavalry was engaged on foreign soil, and its record of adverse conditions of lack of forage, food and water, among an unfriendly people, will always excite the pride and emulation of American Cavalrymen.




  JOHN J. PERSHING,    




  General of the Armies




  THE AUTHOR




  The dashing raid of a squadron of the 13th United States Cavalry under command of Major Frank Tompkins, across the international border from Columbus, N. M., into Mexico, in pursuit of Francisco Villa, a Mexican bandit, in March, 1916 was an event of national importance. Major Tompkins’ small force of 29 United States Cavalrymen pursued 2500 Mexicans under the leadership of the famous bandit, for 15 miles south of the Border, killed 75 of the bandits and captured many horses and supplies without losing a single American soldier. It was one of the most romantic and satisfying raids in the history of American Cavalry.




  The author, Colonel Frank Tompkins, U. S. Army, Retired, a veteran of many campaigns, comes of a military family. Born in Washington, D. C., September 28, 1868, a son of General Charles H. Tompkins, U.S.A., he attended private schools in St. Paul, Minnesota and Chicago, Illinois, the Shattuck Military Academy in Minnesota, and Braden’s West Point Preparatory School. Although his father and grandfather were West Point graduates, Tompkins declined an appointment to West Point and entered the Army direct from civil life, thus gaining two years in promotion. His son graduated from West Point in June, 1918, just 99 years from the time his great-grandfather graduated.




  Entering the Army as a Second Lieutenant on August 1, 1891, Tompkins was promoted to First Lieutenant and assigned to the Second Cavalry July 13, 1898. His Captaincy came in February, 1901, with assignment to the 11th Cavalry. He is a graduate of the Infantry and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth (1897). (The Infantry and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth, founded in 1881, was the forerunner of the Service Schools of today at the same post.)




  As a First Lieutenant he is credited with having broken all records in Cavalry marching, when he led Troop G, 11th U. S. Cavalry 127 miles through the tropics in less than 30 hours. This was in April, 1908. He served with distinction in the Philippines under the command of General J. F. Bell and was mentioned in orders for efficient service, especially for his work in commanding an expedition that forced its way into the crater at Mt. Banahao and captured the Catalorum stronghold there.




  Having served during the hostilities in Cuba with distinction, in June, 1910, he was detailed as Professor of Military Science and Tactics at Norwich University, Vermont.




  As a Major of Cavalry, Tompkins was stationed at Columbus, New Mexico, at the time of the Villa raid. For his raid into Mexico he was given a citation by the President of the United States and was recommended for the Medal of Honor, but received instead the Distinguished Service Cross. He was cited several times by General John J. Pershing, for services in the Punitive Expedition into Mexico in 1916.




  When the United States entered the World War, Colonel Tompkins was assigned to command the 376th Infantry, 76th Division, at Camp Devens, Massachusetts, sailing overseas with this organization on July 6, 1918. At his own request, Colonel Tompkins was transferred to a combat Division, the 28th, and was placed in command of the 110th Infantry, with which he saw severe fighting in the Oise-Aisne Offensive until he was wounded. Returning to the United States in December, 1918, Colonel Tompkins was retired, after 30 years service, “for injuries received in battle with an enemy of the United States,” and again detailed to Norwich University, where he is still in active service.




  In 1925 and 1926 Colonel Tompkins served as representative from Northfield in the Vermont Legislature.




  During his years of service as Professor of Military Science and Tactics and Commandant at Norwich University, Vermont, he has improved the military training of the University, developed the morale of the Cadets to a high standing, built two large buildings, and through his personal efforts has increased the endowment fund of the institution to the extent of a half million dollars.




  FOREWORD




  By Major General J. G. Harbord




  In mid-November Colonel Frank Tompkins, U. S. Army, Retired, sent me a letter asking me to write a foreword for his book on the Pershing Expedition into Mexico after Villa in 1916. He said his publisher wanted it before Christmas and that there was not time to send me the manuscript. In his Cavalry innocence as he sits up there in the hills of Vermont enduring the twinges of old wounds, he does not realize that it is about as safe to write a foreword for a book which you have never read as it is to sign a blank check or marry a divorced lady without reference from her previous place. So I declined, but he came back. He does not easily give up. He thought I might object to writing the foreword because the book carried a criticism of President Wilson’s Mexican policy. Though nothing now can hurt him, I should be reluctant to endorse a criticism of President Wilson for his Mexican policy, though in twenty years I have never heard anyone praise it, because of the splendid way in which he sustained his Commanders in the field during the World War. Nothing could have been finer.




  When I joined Troop B of the 5th Cavalry in the Indian Territory, in 1891, its best tradition was that in 1861 it made a cavalry charge at Fairfax Court House, Virginia, led by its only officer, Lieutenant Charles H. Tompkins, father of this Colonel Tompkins.




  Colonel Tompkins probably remembers a few things which I have forgotten of our many years of acquaintance and I may remember some that have passed from his memory. He probably recalls that he entered the Cavalry as a Second Lieutenant one day later than I did in 1891, making him forever my junior. We reached the grade of First Lieutenant within a week of each other; were Captains the same day; and became Lieutenant Colonels on the same day in 1917. We were rival Captains in the 11th Cavalry as to which should have the better troop, he having perhaps a shade the better of it. But he has probably forgotten that, in that hot summer of 1916, while he was gallantly leading a squadron of the 13th Cavalry following Pershing through the plains and mountains of Chihuahua, I was riding the line from Nogales, Arizona, to the New Mexican border, thinking of his opportunity with great envy. He has also probably forgotten that one day in the late summer of 1902 a dirty little coastwise vessel, rolling in the trough of the southwest Monsoon, arrived at the port of San Fernando from the mouth of the Laoag River, a night’s run farther north. There was on that old ship my wife, desperately ill from malaria and being sent to Manila because of the epidemic of Asiatic cholera. At San Fernando, Captain Tompkins, with his attractive young wife, were members of the 11th Cavalry garrison. Word came to them from the ship that my lady’s condition was such that she could travel no farther, and they had her brought off the little coaster and, though neither of them had ever seen her before, they nursed her back to comparative health. Such things were done in the old Army. He has also probably forgotten that twenty years ago last summer, when I was stationed in the Imperial Valley, he sent me, at the instance of the late Colonel Spencer Borden, of Fall River, Massachusetts, “Halim,” the most beautiful and lovely thorough-bred Arab horse that ever brought delight to the heart of a cavalryman.




  With all this balance of accounts between us extending over a period of forty-three years, I will take a chance on submitting this as a foreword to Tompkins’ book whether I ever read it or not.




  The Cavalry seems on its way out. They have mechanized its historic First regiment, and its ideal is now General Motors instead of General Sheridan. So far is it to differ from the old Cavalry that Colonel Tompkins and I knew and loved, that the mechanized regiment has been stationed by itself in Kentucky, very far removed from the opportunity to be coordinated with such as are left of the old Cavalry principles of warfare taught at the United States Cavalry School at Fort Riley. Colonel Tompkins’ book can hardly fail to be a stirring account of the last time that our Cavalry guidons will ever flutter in a foreign land.
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  INTRODUCTION




  After waiting nearly two decades, hoping that some other member of the Mexican Punitive Expedition wielding a more facile pen than my own would write a history of that memorable campaign, the author, at the request of numerous members of that expedition, has reluctantly undertaken the task.




  I do not expect to write anything of especial literary merit, but do hope to produce a brief history to be placed on library shelves for those who come after us; one which will be accurate as to facts, dates, and such like matters, in order that future readers may obtain a fairly accurate conception of the military operations in Mexico in 1916 and of the political events leading up to that unique campaign.




  Perhaps I have made a mistake in referring to this work as a “History.” Students of history are well aware that authors, both of ancient and of modern history have falsified their writings in the interest of patriotism. There are educators who plead for the abandonment of the teaching of history from such records, which they criticise as nationalistic and bellicose, and the substitution of a method which would show more clearly the operation of international agencies in the development of civilization. They claim that history as taught today deals too much with wars. Children are impressed with the idea that the chief contact of their own country with foreigners has been conflict, and that in such conflict their own nation has generally been both right and victorious. History texts differ widely in their accounts of the same war. English text books do not go into great detail about Joan of Arc, who drove the English out of France, but devote considerable space to Napoleon who was wicked enough to wish to invade England; and in our own country over 80 American school histories on file in the Congressional Library Bureau of Education, have serious errors of commission and omission. Some of these school histories are ridiculous, absurd and stupid.




  Occasional advocates of this system have attempted to tell the stories of nations dealing with other things than activities of national heroes on the field of battle. Macaulay was successful, and yet he wrote a good deal about the wars in Ireland and the Low Countries. Green and Lecky have made some noble contributions to the study of peoples apart from courts and camps, and here in America we have McMaster’s monumental work, besides the histories of Fiske, Rhodes, Channing, Morison and many others.




  It is contended that history, while dealing lightly with the military heroes, should be a record, not only of one’s own country, but of the progress of the world as a whole, a history which would show how each element, race or nation, contributed its share to the work of advancement; how one did most, we will say, for government, another for science, another for literature and art, and so on. It is a noble conception. The majestic work of the immortal Gibbon might perhaps serve as a model did it not deal overmuch with wars. It was Gibbon himself who said that history was indeed little more than a register of the crimes, follies, and misfortunes of mankind.




  Others have spoken disparagingly of history. Pascal called it a perpetual conspiracy against truth. Voltaire said it was little less than a picture of human crimes and misfortunes. Bolingbroke spoke of the “dignity of history.” When Frederick the Great would have his secretary read history to him he would say: “Bring me my liar.” Napoleon asked the famous question: “What is history but a fable agreed upon?” Sir Robert Walpole was more direct: “All history is a lie.”




  Journalists are sometimes spoken of as contemporary historians. Both journalists and historians write with a like aim, to instruct and to interest—above all to interest, for it is useless to deal with happenings and movements which people will refuse to read about. If histories and newspapers devote much attention to wars it does not mean that the writers are lovers of war. For four years the front page of every paper in this peace loving country bore the latest news of the struggle in Europe. It was no pleasure to record those daily slaughters, but it was a duty, for it was the most important news of the day.




  By war Greece fell; by wars Rome rose, the British empire thrived, the United States came into existence and preserved the Union. How could a conscientious historian fail to emphasize such things?




  In this history I shall endeavor to present a truthful picture, though it may contain unpleasant revelations of our political relations with Mexico from the fall of Porfirio Diaz in May, 1911, to the Columbus Raid in March, 1916; the Columbus Raid; and the Mexican Punitive Expedition under the command of General John J. Pershing.




  It is necessary that the reader have an understanding of the weak and vacillating Mexican policy of the United States during the period from the abdication of Diaz in May, 1911, to the Columbus Raid by Pancho Villa in March, 1916, in order to have a clear picture of the causes which finally led up to and culminated in the unprovoked attack on Columbus, New Mexico. This crime against the sovereignty of the United States made itself evident that a stronger policy towards Mexico was necessary than “Watchful waiting,” so the Punitive Expedition was organized and started in pursuit of Villa and his band.




  The reader must not confuse anything recorded in this book with Mexico of the present day. This narrative deals with Mexico of 1916 and before. During the last decade Mexico has developed into a country vastly different from the Mexico of the time of which I write.




  FRANK TOMPKINS




  Northfield, Vermont




  Dec. 1, 1934.
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  CHAPTER I Trouble Brews on the Border





  In stepping across the southern border of the United States into Mexico we pass from a land of prosperity, a land of splendid industry, wealth and culture, a land of political and religious freedom, a land where the standards of living for all of our people are high, a land where a free education is provided for all regardless of race or color, a land of opportunity where there is no limit to the rise of the ambitious and the industrious; into a land of poverty and ignorance, a land of hungry and undisciplined armies followed by bedraggled women and children, a land of insecurity for life, property and religion, a land whose population is two-thirds illiterate and largely Indian, a land where the people, from the highest to the lowest, believe the “Colossus of the North” is really imperialistic as regards Mexico. All Mexicans, whether or not they can read or write, are fully aware that the United States now possesses a vast domain that a short century ago was Mexico’s. The blood of the humblest peon grows hot when he wonders if the names Sonora, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nueva Leon may not also cease to be Mexican and become American.




  This suspicion on the part of ninety per cent of the Mexican people is fertile soil in which the jingo politician may plant his propaganda. Under Porfirio Diaz American capital, energy and brains went into Mexico. Relations were friendly, industry thrived, and the twenty-six years of his rule were the period of the country’s greatest prosperity. Diaz overcame all opposition until his enemies fostered a feeling among the people that Diazaz was friendly with American Capitalists who were exploiting Mexican resources to Mexico’s disadvantage. Then Diaz fell, and ever since Mexico has been torn by civil strife, and the United States has, because of its weak-kneed policy, been the victim of the Mexican family quarrel.




  During the Diaz rule the people were governed with an iron hand, but though his rule of twenty-six years was despotic it was a benevolent despotism and marked the period of the country’s greatest prosperity. Relations between the United States and Mexico were friendly, and, except for the border troubles of 1877 and 1878, American soil was not violated as it was during the years 1912-16. This immunity from border warfare being due largely to the agreement between the two governments which provided that armed forces of either country might freely cross into the territory of the other to pursue and chastise marauders regardless of their nationality.




  After Diaz this agreement lapsed, armed Mexican factions were quick to avail themselves of the immunity from pursuit and our border was ravished by lawless bands. And in addition the territory adjacent to our border towns soon became a favorite battle ground for the Mexican revolutionists, as both sides knew we would not actively resent any damage to life and property which might result, and did result, from the wild firing of the battling forces. And they also knew that if defeated they need but step across the boundary line into the United States to be safe from capture.




  Six months before the abdication of Diaz advices had been received by our State Department indicating serious unrest and intrigue on both sides of the Mexican border. Information having been received from the Mexican Government through its Ambassador in Washington that bands of revolutionists were assembling at various places along the frontier of Texas, directions were issued on November 19, 1910, to the commanding generals of the Departments of Texas and Colorado to investigate the situation along the frontier and to advise the War Department as to what precautionary measures were deemed practicable and necessary. As a result of the reports received, the commanding general, Department of Texas, was authorized, under date of November 21, 1910, whenever in his judgment such action became necessary, to send troops to aid the civil authorities in enforcing the neutrality laws, and under date of November 22, 1910, he reported to the War Department that, in pursuance of these instructions, he had sent one troop of cavalry to Del Rio, and another troop to Eagle Pass, Texas.




  The internal situation in Mexico having become more acute, and reports received from the State Department and the Department of Justice, as well as from officers of the army on duty on the Mexican border, having indicated that serious disturbances were imminent, additional troops were sent to various places on the border. Finally the entire line from the mouth of the Rio Grande to San Diego, California, was patrolled by United States troops in order to secure the strict enforcement of the rules of international law and the statutes of our Federal government as to neutrality. To this end the proper officers were directed to use diligence to see that such rules and laws were observed.




  The Mexican border is a long and irregular line, passing in places through cities and towns, but for great stretches running through sparsely settled regions and a wild and difficult country. The forces at the disposal of the commander of the Southern Department for the protection of this border had been strengthened from time to time by transfer to that department of a very large part of the Regular Army within the limits of the continental United States. This force included some detachments of Coast Artillery, withdrawn from their coast defense stations. But the known presence of large numbers of bandits and irregular military organizations, hostile alike to the de facto Government of Mexico and to the Government and people of the United States, made it apparent that even as thus strengthened the forces on the border were inadequate to patrol this long and difficult line and to assure safety to the life and property of American citizens against raids and depredations under the conditions imposed upon our military forces by our spineless Mexican policy.




  Conditions grew steadily worse until finally the President called out the militia and the national guard for service with the Border Patrol. In August, 1916, the troops in the Southern Department consisted of 2,160 officers and 45,873 enlisted men of the Regular Army, and 5,446 officers and 105,080 enlisted men of the National Guard; a total of 7,606 officers and 150,953 enlisted men in that department. Earlier in this year we were dangerously close to war with Mexico but the mere presence of this enlarged force on the border served to preserve peace and to protect life and property. Disturbances by outlaws and bandits in northern Mexico continued, and roving bands of greater or less strength moved through the territory, harassing Mexican forces and raiding Mexican communities, but they had not ventured an attack upon the people of the United States. Had our Mexican policy been positive and firm from the first the necessity for calling out our citizen soldiers would not have arisen and our border would not have been harried as it was during the four years of President Wilson’s first administration.




  CHAPTER IIMadero and Huerta





  The reader may wonder why the Mexican people as a whole, both those within the law and those without, those of the de facto Government and those of the opposition, should entertain a hatred towards the United States and her people—a hatred so strong and vindictive that it led them to burn, plunder and sack American property, and murder American citizens both in Mexico and in the United States. And the reader may wonder still more why the United States, the richest and mightiest country in the world should tolerate, over a period of years, the inhuman and cruel treatment of her nationals both at home and in Mexico by her neighbor to the south. The answer to the first of these questions at least, is easy. The Mexicans hated us because they resented our meddling with their internal affairs and because we had already seized, and they were convinced we were scheming to seize even more Mexican territory. They showed their resentment by acts of violence against our people and their property because they knew our Mexican policy consisted of protests and not punishment.




  After Diaz came Franciso I. Madero. The people of the United States, through the medium of the press, were led to believe that the Government of Madero was a pure democracy of pure ideals, devoted to the uplifting of the masses and the betterment of their condition. Nothing could be further from the truth.




  It is true that Madero came into power with an altruistic program and apparently with many high ideals, but his character and that of his administration departed each day of its incumbency further from its supposed benign character, degenerating rapidly into a despotism of the worst sort, accompanied by the most positive evidences of corruption, incompetency, impotency, inefficiency and nepotism.




  During the last months of its existence a virtual reign of terror existed, supported by espionage, the reckless squandering of public money, illegal and unwarranted seizures of the press, the deception of the public at home and abroad by paid native and foreign agents, bribery of congress and the army. There was at complete misconception and disregard of international obligations, and the Republic was actually governed by one family, unfitted by training for public affairs and devoid of those virtues of patriotism, prudence, and policy which were imperatively necessary in view of the abnormal and chaotic condition of the country.




  The government was active in small things and evasive, sluggish, and neglectful in greater things. Madero came into power as an apostle of liberty, but he was simply a man of disordered intellect who happened to be in the public eye at the psychological moment. The responsibilities of office and the disappointments growing out of rivalries and intrigues shattered his reason completely, and in the last days of his government, during the bombardment of the city, his mental qualities, always abnormal, developed all of the characteristics of that dangerous form of lunacy of which the best example in ancient times is a Nero and in modern times a Castro.




  Remote from the high position where his misguided ambition and force of circumstances carried him, he doubtless would have remained a quiet and simple country gentleman of benevolent ideals and blameless life. Clothed with the chief power of the nation, dormant evil qualities in the blood or in the race came to the surface and wrought ruin to him and to thousands upon thousands of the Mexican people.




  Such a disordered rule bred rebellious elements, different political factions and revolutionists in arms against the Madero Government, including a movement initiated by the northern border states to form an independent republic, of which Carranza, governor of Coahuila, was the originator and prime mover.




  This political unrest was not confined to the northern states of Mexico alone, but permeated the entire country, until in February, 1913, a part of the garrison of the City of Mexico revolted. The chief of the movement was General Bernardo Reyes. The rebels, with Reyes at their head, tried unsuccessfully to occupy the National Palace. General Reyes perished in the attempt, and the rebels who, from that moment, were under the orders of Felix Diaz (nephew of former President Porfirio Diaz), marched to the arsenal or citadel, which they occupied after a brief combat. There they shut themselves in and fortified the place.




  The Government immediately determined to attack the Citadel and suppress the uprising. Troops were brought from different parts of the Republic, and the command of these, as well as the direction of the operations, was entrusted to General Victoriano Huerta.




  After ten days of fighting, with grave damage to the buildings of the city and considerable loss of life among the inhabitants, the situation suddenly changed. General Huerta, secretly placing himself in accord with the rebels, took possession of the persons of President Madero and Vice President Pino Suarez. The attacks against the Citadel ceased and peace again reigned in the city. This happened on the 18th day of February, 1913.




  A few hours after the President and Vice-President were arrested General Huerta and General Felix Diaz held a conference in which it was agreed and declared that the Government of Mr. Madero had ceased, that Huerta would exercise the executive power and that Diaz would reserve to himself the right of presenting himself as candidate in the presidential election which would have to be convoked. This famous (or infamous) conference took place in the Embassy of the United States!!




  The principal aim of Huerta consisted in having his authority recognized throughout the Republic. He could count upon the inertia of the people, but it was impossible that his spurious government would be accepted by the various military chiefs and by the governors of the twenty-seven states. The situation, however, was cleared within twenty-four hours by the attitude of President Madero and Vice President Pino Suarez, who consented to resign their offices. The following plan was contrived for the purpose, to which Mr. Madero agreed: Upon the acceptance by the Chamber of Deputies, which according to the Mexican Constitution is competent for the case, of the resignation of the President and Vice President, the Minister of Foreign Relations, Lascurain, would be converted automatically into provisional president, Lascurain would appoint Huerta to the first position in the Cabinet and thereupon he would resign the presidency in order that Huerta, at the same time, might remain, also automatically, as provisional president. This plan was executed to the very letter.




  The complaisant attitude of Madero and the action of the Chamber of Deputies were the salvation of Huerta. The latter was immediately recognized as president by the entire army and by the governors of twenty-five of the twenty-seven states into which the Republic is divided. The government was organized without delay, and all the nations of the world, with the exception of five, recognized it as the legitimate government of Mexico. One of the five was the United States, who in addition succeeded by direct requests in influencing the governments of Brazil, Chile, Argentina and Cuba to withhold recognition.




  The attitude of the United States towards the Huerta Government seems inconsistent when we recall that within a few days of this time a military chief in Peru headed an uprising of his soldiers, took possession of the person of President Billinghurst and imprisoned him in the penitentiary. The new Peruvian Government, born in this manner out of betrayal and military revolt, was recognized by all, including the United States.




  From the moment in which the resignations of Madero and Suarez were accepted by the Chamber of Deputies they were converted into simple private citizens. Three days afterwards these ex-officials, who had been detained in the National Palace, were conducted toward the Penitentiary and were assassinated on the road. Mr. Madero was assassinated on the 22nd of February, 1913, at midnight. Huerta had taken the oath of office as provisional President of the Republic before the Congress on the 19th of February, 1913, three days earlier. This order of events is of considerable political importance as the Wilson administration, through Mr. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, stated that Madero and Suarez were assassinated while in office.




  A few days after Huerta became President of Mexico, Mr. Wilson became President of the United States. During the next four years the “Mexican Policy” of the United States presented a confusion of ideas.




  Mr. Henry Lane Wilson, our Ambassador to Mexico and dean of the diplomatic corps in the City of Mexico, kept our State Department informed at all times of the sequence of events as they occurred. As early as February 21, 1913, he wrote:




  In the absence of instructions and in view of the extreme urgency, I assembled the Diplomatic Corps last night relative to the recognition of the new Government. This step was necessary in view of the fact that we are invited to meet the President at noon today, when an exchange of brief addresses is expected. My colleagues, all of whom are without instructions, agreed that recognition of the new Government was imperative, to enable it to impose its authority and reestablish order. I shall accordingly unite with my colleagues, believing that I am interpreting the desires of the Department and assisting in the tranquilization.




  Under date of February 24, 1913, he sent the following telegram:




  I think we are on the eve of the procurement of peace, except perhaps in the districts immediately south of Mexico City, where the Government informed me they do not intend to negotiate but to suppress all disorders with a firm hand, sparing no violators of the law, and furnishing an immediate proof to the World of the stability and vigor of the present administration. I urge the Department to inform the American public of the friendly disposition of this Government toward the United States and of the activity it is displaying in restoring order; also of the fact that one of the last acts of Madero was to send out telegrams to all of the governors which amounted to an incitement against American residents in Mexico. The Secretary of the British legation believes his Government will not recognize the Provisional Government on account of the murder of Madero. This would be a great error, endangering the present Government, upon which the safety of all foreigners depends. Mr. de la Barra informed me today that at a meeting which occurred at the Palace immediately after the death of Madero he stated to the President that unless he were convinced that Madero had not been murdered with the connivance of the Government he would immediately resign with two of his colleagues. He added that he was convinced and that he had therefore given out the statement published by the Associated Press. I am disposed to accept the Government’s version of the affair and consider it a closed incident, in spite of all current rumors. The cooperation of the Department in this direction will be of infinite value.




  On March 4, 1913 President Wilson was inaugurated and fell heir to the Mexican problem. Mr. Bryan was made Secretary of State. On March 12th Ambassador Wilson wrote to Mr. Bryan in part as follows:




  Concerning the facts of the deplorable death of the ex-President and ex-Vice President it is not possible for this Embassy to furnish the Department with a reliable account beyond the official version, which, in the absence of any other, I felt obliged to accept. A dozen different accounts by “eyewitnesses”, all differing absolutely in details, have been offered to the Embassy, but all are lacking in the elements of probability, and none convincing or positive.




  My own opinion is that the Government was not privy to the killing of these men, but that either their deaths resulted as related in the official version or that they resulted from a subordinate military conspiracy actuated by sentiments of revenge for the murder of General Ruiz in the National Palace, the probable murder of General Reyes, and the shooting to death by the ex-President of Colonels Riverol and Izquierdo at the time he was made prisoner.




  History will undoubtedly straighten out this tangle, and while the crime was revolting to all people of humane and civilized sentiments it is not evident to me that, politically speaking, the death of these two Mexicans, relegated to private life by their resignations, should arouse greater expressions of popular disapproval in the United States than the murders, unrequited by justice, of some 75 or 80 Americans in Mexico during the last two years.




  I believe that in announcing publicly my acceptance of the official version of the death of these two men—and indeed I could not, in consideration of the gravity of the situation, take any other course—I adopted the surest method of arresting hasty judgment and of allaying that singular and perverse sentimentality which frequently leads to the commission of greater crimes as punishment for the lesser ones.




  As the Department is aware, an official investigation, apparently impartial, is being made of all the circumstances connected with the death of Madero, and in due time its conclusions will be published and transmitted by this Embassy.




  There can be no doubt as to the legal constitution of the present Provisional Government in conformity with precedents and the Mexican Constitution. The incumbency of Huerta is as legal as was the incumbency of de la Barra after the resignation of Diaz. From this it would appear that if the Provisional Government of de la Barra, which was recognized without any question by the Government of the United States and by all other Governments as constitutionally inducted into office, the Provisional Government of Huerta is entitled to the same acceptance.




  The second consideration for recognizing this Government lies in the imperative need for sustaining and strengthening it. Without our recognition, upon which the recognition of many other Governments depends, it will be constantly exposed to attacks from its enemies; and our attitude will take on a color of at least constructive sympathy with the elements conspiring against the reestablishment of order and peace in a neighboring and friendly Republic.




  The financial situation, too, which at the present moment is pressing and urgent, cannot be solved by the procurement of the necessary loans while the question of the legitimacy and constitutionality of this Government is in doubt. By hesitating too long, therefore, we might contribute to the weakening and possible demolition of the present Government and reinvoke the movements of disorder and anarchy which so recently brought us to the verge of an intervention in the affairs of this Republic, fraught with great dangers to its future integrity and placing burdens of responsibility upon us the gravity of which cannot be accurately estimated but which may easily be imagined.




  The present Provisional Government has shown remarkable activity and energy in restoring order, in subduing rebellious elements, and in consolidating different political factions and revolutionists in arms against the Government of Madero. In the brief period of two weeks the whole of the Republic to the south and west of the Federal District has, either by force or persuasion, been brought into a state of comparative peace.




  The Sonora situation presents some aspects of gravity which should have the attention of the Department. It is not a Maderista movement, but the remains of the movement which was initiated by the border governors to form an independent republic, in which Carranza, then Governor of Coahuila and now a fugitive from justice, was the originator and prime mover.




  It must be understood by the Department that the people of Sonora and of a large part of the State of Sinaloa have never been closely identified with this Republic. Most of the people in these states are of Texan origin, of mixed American and Spanish blood, and, as a matter of fact, they would prefer unity with the United States rather than with Mexico. There is evident, notwithstanding the reassuring advices sent hither by the Department, a movement there to declare an independent republic comprising the States of Sonora and Sinaloa and the Territory of Lower California; and while I have no positive proofs of intrigues by American interests in that direction it is believed here that they exist. The situation, therefore, at this point should be carefully watched by the Department in order that we may not be involved in a movement aimed to disintegrate this Republic.




  General Huerta is preeminently a soldier, a man of iron mold, of absolute courage, who knows what he wants and how to get it, and is not, I believe, over particular as to methods. He is a firm believer in the policy of General Porfirio Diaz and believes in the cultivation of the closest and most friendly relations with the United States. I believe him to be a sincere patriot, and so far as my observation goes at the present moment he will cheerfully relinquish the responsibilities of office as soon as peace is restored in the country and financial stability reestablished. I may possibly err in my estimate of his character, but I am supported in it by the opinion of Captain Burnside who spent a month with him in the campaign in the State of Chihuahua.




  Present indications point to the reestablishment of peace and order throughout the Republic within a fairly reasonable space of time, when due allowances are made for the enormous extent of territory which must be covered.




  The new administration is not popular, but it is respected, and it, in its existence, has given birth not only in the minds of Mexicans but in the minds of foreigners, to a new feeling of confidence and belief in conditions which will permit the resumption of peaceful occupations in the cities and throughout the agricultural districts.




  In all probability Mexico will become and afterwards remain quiet for some time, but ultimately, unless the same type of government as was implanted here by General Porfirio Diaz is again established, new revolutionary movements will break forth and general unrest will be renewed.




  With eighty percent of its population unable to read and write permanent democratic government cannot be established in Mexico. But if we desire to contribute to the continued existence of democratic government and institutions under healthy conditions we should direct our efforts towards inducing this government to adopt and encourage a plan for universal education, assisting in the meantime in the maintenance of such a government as may guarantee protection to life and property and peace and progress, without being especially particular as to whether its character is in accordance with our ideas of general democratic institutions.




  The result of the investigation into the death of Madero must have been satisfactory to the British Government for Great Britain recognized the Huerta Government as the de facto Government of Mexico on March 31, 1913.




  On April 9, 1913 Ambassador Wilson sent the following message to Mr. Bryan:




  Without being advised of the policy of our government but from considerations relating to the peace and good will of this continent, I deem it my duty to say to the Department that upon the high grounds of international polity, American interests and procurement of peace and order in Mexico, this Government should have the earnest moral support and assistance of ours, for if it does not succeed in sustaining itself absolute chaos will come and intervention will be inevitable. This is said with due regard for our proposals for an international claims commission which is vastly important but not so vital, responsibility having been accepted in principle, as the restoration of peace and order in this unfortunate country.




  The days lengthened into weeks and the weeks into months and the Provisional Government of Mexico remained unrecognized by the United States although by the first of June, 1913 all Governments accredited to Mexico, but two South American Republics, had accorded official recognition. While the Huerta Government displayed in the earlier stages of its incumbency marked activity, great sagacity, and a broad and conciliatory spirit, as time went on it did not entirely fulfill the hopes of all those who anxiously desired the restoration of peace and order throughout Mexico. In no inconsiderable measure the failures of the provisional administration to secure better results was due to the lamentable condition in which the finances of the country were left by the Madero administration and the unfriendly policy of the United States. The public credit had been greatly injured and the national prestige greatly lowered by the peculiar methods of the administration and its inability or disinclination promptly to fulfill its internal obligations. In addition to this the public treasury had undoubtedly been looted by the vast horde of greedy adventurers who surrounded Madero, controlled his councils, and led him into the commission not only of financial blunders but of serious attacks on the constitutional rights of the people. Thus, the new administration was confronted at the time of taking office with a grave economic situation, with a disordered administrative system, with a hostile legislative majority, and with an army which had been reduced to diminutive proportions and demoralized in discipline and morale. Moreover, the vast extent of territory over which the government must assert its authority, against the violent and destructive spirits which were loosed by the Madero administration and which continued to be encouraged by secret agents in the United States and in every part of Mexico to revolt, made the task of restoring peace enormously difficult and caused both natives and foreigners to despair of the restoration of normal conditions by any government.




  At this time, May, June and July, 1913, the phase of the entire situation in Mexico which caused the most comment by foreign and native opinion and which was a matter of lively concern to the Huerta Government, was that resulting from an apparent collusion between a more or less clearly defined interventionist organization in the United States and the State authorities on the American side of the border. This organization, according to reports received at the American Embassy, was contributing moral and material support to the revolutionary cause and was conducting a campaign in conjunction with the aid of representatives of the Madero political party refugees in the United States with the primary object of forming an independent Republic from Mexican territory contiguous to the border and reaching as far south as the 26th parallel. This would embrace Lower California, the States of Sonora, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and parts of the States of Nuevo Leon, Durango, and Sinaloa. The program of the organization was first, to secede from Mexico and then following the Texas precedent, to apply for admission into the American Union.




  The existence of this organization and its power were not in the least doubted by the Mexican Government and its people, and the opinion was general that it was influencing the attitude of the United States toward Mexico. To this large section of public opinion the failure of our government officially and formally to recognize the Huerta Government was unhesitatingly accepted as evidence that it was secretly in sympathy with the plotters against the integrity of the Mexican Republic and was conniving at the overthrow of the authority of a neighboring and friendly State. Mexico actively propagated this idea not only at home but abroad, and it found lodgment in the opinion of the Diplomatic Corps in the City of Mexico.




  The resentment against our policy was profound, and found expression in excited discussions in the press in open attacks on our government and its embassy (which was supposed to be making representations against recognition) and by what appeared to be an organized boycott of American commodities of all kinds, which would have been most effective if any great amount of American products had been going into the country.




  Our Government’s attitude toward Mexico in her hour of distress was most disastrous. It not only created and revived a new and intense anti-American spirit which made itself felt in all the channels of trade and the daily relations of life, but gave ground for a false interpretation by the rebels that our attitude was a sign of friendliness toward them. The other foreign interests seized the opportunity to take open advantage of our unpopularity, and, through their diplomatic representatives and in other ways took from American trade and privileges that which under normal conditions belonged to us. A semiofficial statement in the Mexican press emanated from the president to the effect that his Government intended in all ways to show a preference for the nationals of those Governments which had recognized Mexico over those which had failed to do so.




  The economic situation of the country was desperate. Exchange on Europe and the United States during the time of which I write rose as high as 2.40. These rates were of course practically prohibitive except for small transactions, causing an abnormal situation of foreign trade relations without parallel for half a century. The destruction of railways and lines of communication, extensively carried on by the revolutionists, resulted in the annihalation of over sixty percent of the railway systems of Mexico, adding much to the general economic distress. The coffee, sugar, rubber, and fruits of the south either went to waste, on account of a diminished labor market or because the products if harvested could not be transported to market. The closing of silver and gold mines and the suspension of the smelting and iron mills of the country, which are the principal sources for foreign exchange, enormously increased the difficulties of a situation already strained almost to the breaking point. This situation bid fair to receive relief by the dissemination through all the channels of trade of a loan of $150,000,000 secured through a Belgian-English-French syndicate, but this remedy to the situation was nullified by the American Government, which influenced the French Government to interpose its veto to prevent certain French bankers from completing the loan which they had contracted with Huerta, and of which he had received only one third part.




  On July 9, 1913, Ambassador Wilson sent another of his many appeals to Washington:




  On account of our great trade and commercial interests with this country, which have been practically wiped out, of those harmonious relations which should exist between contiguous and friendly nations, of the 30,000 suffering Americans who are still left in Mexico, the objects of public hatred and without any guaranties of protection for their lives and property, of the more than 100,000 Mexicans whose lives have now been sacrificed in the struggle to restore order and peace in Mexico, I am obliged again to urge upon the President the pressing necessity for some action of a drastic and convincing kind that will convince the Government and this people that our nationals must be protected in life and property, and that the barbarous and inhuman warfare which has now been waged for three years shall cease.




  The transaction of business of any kind by the American Embassy with the Huerta Government had by now become practically impossible, as no attention was paid to representations concerning protection to either property or life, even when repeatedly made. Americans were told by subordinate officials that they had instructions to discriminate against, delay and ignore all American interests. A practical boycott was directed by the Mexican Government against not only our official representatives, but also individual Americans all over the Republic who required protection or who had matters pending with the Government. The Ambassador could not obtain protection for our people because of the deliberate policy of the Mexican Government not to accord it, and because of the further fact that the whole course of events during the preceding three months, including the presence in Mexico of persons claiming to be representatives of President Wilson, lowered the dignity of the Embassy and detracted from the respect and deference which the Mexican people had been taught to regard it. This was accompanied by a rising tide of bitter resentment which found unlicensed expression in the press, which excited the mob and furnished almost the sole topic of conversation. Ambassador Henry Lane Wilson, convinced that he was helpless in the face of President Wilson’s peculiar Mexican Policy, resigned his post and on July 17, 1913 left for the United States. The Embassy was taken over by Nelson O’Shaughnessy, the American Charge d’Affaires to the Secretary of State.




  CHAPTER III Wilson and Huerta





  Early in August, 1913, Mr. John Lind, ex-Governor of Minnesota, was sent to Mexico as the personal representative of President Wilson, to act as adviser of the Embassy. Mr. Lind knew as little of the Mexican character as did President Wilson and Secretary Bryan. His mission to Mexico was explained by President Wilson in his message to Congress late in August, 1913, as follows:




  Accordingly, I took the liberty of sending the Honorable John Lind, former Governor of Minnesota, as my personal spokesman and representative to the City of Mexico, with the following instructions:




  “Press very earnestly upon the attention of those who are now exercising authority or wielding influence in Mexico the following considerations and advice:




  “The Government of the United States does not feel at liberty any longer to stand inactively by while it becomes daily more and more evident that no real progress is being made towards the establishment of a Government at the City of Mexico which the country will obey and respect.




  “The Government of the United States does not stand in the same case with the other great Governments of the world in respect to what is happening or what is likely to happen in Mexico. We offer our good offices, not only because of our genuine desire to play the part of a friend, but also because we are expected by the powers of the world to act as Mexico’s nearest friend.




  “We wish to act in these circumstances in the spirit of the most earnest and disinterested friendship. It is our purpose in whatever we do or propose in this perplexing and distressing situation not only to pay the most scrupulous regard to the soverneignty and independence of Mexico—that we take as a matter of course to which we are bound by every obligation of right and honor—but also to give every possible evidence that we act in the interest of Mexico alone, and not in the interest of any person or body of persons who may have personal or property claims in Mexico which they may feel that they have a right to press. We are seeking to counsel Mexico for her own good and in the interest of her own peace, and for not any other purpose whatever. The Government of the United States would deem itself discredited if it had any selfish or ulterior purpose in transactions where the peace, happiness and prosperity of a whole people are involved. It is acting as its friendship for Mexico, not as any selfish interest, dictates.




  “The present situation in Mexico is incompatable with the fulfillment of international obligations on the part of Mexico, with the civilian development of Mexico herself, and with the maintenance of tolerable political and economic conditions in Central America. It is upon no common occasion, therefore, that the United States offers her counsel and assistance. All America calls out for a settlement.




  “A satisfactory settlement seems to us to be conditioned on—




  “(a) An immediate cessation of fighting throughout Mexico, a definite armistice solemnly entered into and scrupulously observed;




  “(b) Security given for an early and free election in which all will agree to take part;




  “(c) The consent of General Huerta to bind himself not to be a candidate for election as President of the Republic at this election; and




  “(d) The agreement of all parties to abide by the results of the election and cooperate in the most loyal way in organizing and supporting the new administration.




  “The Government of the United States will be glad to play any part in this settlement or in its carrying out which it can play honorably and consistently with international right. It pledges itself to recognize and in every way possible and proper to assist the administration chosen and set up in Mexico in the way and on the conditions suggested.




  “Taking all the existing conditions into consideration, the Government of the United States can conceive of no reasons sufficient to justify those who are now attempting to shape the policy or exercise the authority of Mexico in declining these offers of friendship. Can Mexico give the civilized world a reason for rejecting our good offices? If Mexico can suggest any better way in which to show our friendship, serve the people of Mexico, and meet our international obligations, we are more than willing to consider the suggestion.”




  This remarkable document was presented to the Mexican Department of Foreign Affairs upon the assurance of the Charge d’Affaires ad interim of the United States, that Mr. Lind was in fact the Confidential Agent of the President of the United States. Mr. Lind’s first request for an audience was unfortunate in that it was lacking in that courtesy which is insisted upon in all diplomatic intercourse. Senor Gamboa, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, made very clear to Mr. Lind the unhappy impression made by Mr. Wilson’s note when he said in part:




  The Confidential Agent may believe that solely because of the sincere esteem in which the people and the Government of the United States of America are held by the people and Government of Mexico, and because of the consideration it has for all friendly nations (and especially in this case for those which have offered their good offices), my Government consented to take into consideration, and to answer as briefly as the matter permits, the representations of which you are the bearer. Otherwise, it would have rejected them immediately because of their humiliating and unusual character, hardly admissible even in a treaty of peace after a victory, inasmuch as in a like case any nation which in the least respects itself would do likewise.




  The Wilsonian appeal was denied in a lengthy document which is entirely too long to quote in full. I shall quote those parts which deal directly with the conditions of President Wilson’s plan for a settlement, viz:




  The imputation contained in the first paragraph of your instructions—that no progress has been made toward establishing in the capital of Mexico a government enjoying the respect and obedience of the Mexican people—is unfounded. In contradiction of that gross imputation, which is not supported by any proofs, principally because there are none, it affords me pleasure to refer, Mr. Confidential Agent, to the following facts which abound in evidence and which to a certain extent must be known to you by direct observation. The Mexican Republic, Mr. Confidential Agent, is formed of 27 States, 3 Territories, and one Federal District in which the supreme power of the Republic has its seat. Of these 27 States, 18 of them, the three Territories and the Federal District (making a total of 22 political entities) are under the absolute control of the present Government, which, aside from the above, exercises its authority over almost every part of the Republic and consequently over the customhouses therein established. Its southern frontier is open and at peace. Moreover my Government has an army of 80,000 men in the field with no other purpose than to insure complete peace in the Republic, the only national aspiration and solemn promise of the present provisional President. The above is sufficient to exclude any doubt that my Government is worthy of the respect and obedience of the Mexican people; because the latter consideration has been gained at the cost of the greatest sacrifice and in spite of the most evil influences.




  My Government fails to understand what the Government of the United States means by saying that it does not find itself in the same case with reference to other nations of the earth concerning what is happening and is likely to happen in Mexico. The conditions in Mexico at the present time are unfortunately neither doubtful nor secret; it is inflicted with an internal strife which has been raging almost three years, and which I can only classify in these lines as a fundamental mistake. With reference to what might happen in Mexico neither you, Mr. Confidential Agent, nor any one else can prognosticate, because no assertion is possible on incidents which have not occured. On the other hand, my Government greatly appreciates the good offices tendered to it by the Government of the United States of America in the present circumstances; it recognizes that they are inspired by the noble desire to act as a friend as well as by the wishes of all the other Governments which expect the United States to act as Mexico’s nearest friend. But if such good offices are to be of the character of those now tendered to us we should have to decline them in the most categorical and definite manner.




  Inasmuch as the Government of the United States is willing to act in the most disinterested friendship, it will be difficult for it to find a more propitious opportunity than the following: If it would only watch that no material and monetary assistance is given to the Rebels who find refuge, conspire, and provide themselves with arms and food on the other side of the border; if it would demand from its minor and local authorities the strictest observance of its neutrality laws, I assure you, Mr. Confidential Agent, that the complete pacification of this Republic would be accomplished within a relatively short time.




  I intentionally refrain from replying to the allusion that it is the purpose of the United States of America to show the greatest respect for the sovereignty and independence of Mexico, because, Mr. Confidential Agent, there are matters which not even from the standpoint of the idea itself could be given an answer in writing.




  His Excellency, Mr. Wilson, is laboring under a serious delusion when he declares that the present situation of Mexico is incompatible with the compliance with her international obligations, with the development of her civilization, and with the required maintenance of certain political and economic conditions tolerable in Central America. Strongly backing that there is a mistake, because to this date no charge has been made by any foreign government accusing us of the above lack of compliance, we are punctually meeting all of our credits, we are still maintaining diplomatic missions cordially accepted in almost all the countries of the world, and we continue to be invited to all kinds of international congresses and conferences. With regard to our interior development, the following proof is sufficient, to wit, a contract has just been signed with Belgian capitalists which means to Mexico the construction of something like 5000 kilometers of railway. In conclusion, we fail to see the evil results, which are prejudicial only to ourselves, felt in Central America by our present domestic war. In one thing I do agree with you, Mr. Confidential Agent, and it is that the whole of America is clamoring for a prompt solution of our disturbances this being a very natural sentiment if it is borne in mind that a country which was prosperous only yesterday has been suddenly caused to suffer a great internal misfortune.




  Consequently, Mexico cannot for one moment take into consideration the four conditions which his Excellency Mr. Wilson has been pleased to propose through your worthy and honorable channel. I must give you the reasons for it: An immediate suspension of the struggle in Mexico a definite armistice “Solemnly entered into and scrupulously observed,” is not possible as to do this it would be necessary that there should be some one capable of proposing it without causing a profound offense to civilization, to the many bandits, who, under this or that pretext, are marauding toward the south and committing the most outrageous depredations; and I know of no country in the world, the United States included, which has ever dared to enter into agreement or to propose an armistice to individuals who, perhaps on account of a physiological accident, can be found all over the world beyond the pale of the divine and human laws. Bandits, Mr. Confidential Agent, are not admitted to armistice, the first action against them is one of correction, and when this unfortunately fails, their lives must be severed for the sake of the biological and fundamental principle; then the useful sprouts should grow and fructify.




  With reference to the rebels who style themselves “Constitutionalists,” one of the representatives of whom has been given an ear by members of the United States Senate, what could there be more gratifying to us than if, convinced of the precipice to which we are being dragged by the resentment of their defeat, in a moment of reaction they were to put aside their rancor and add their strength to ours, so that all together we would undertake the great and urgent task of national reconstruction? Unfortunately they do not avail themselves of the amnesty law enacted by the Provisional Government immediately after its inauguration, but, on the contrary, well known rebels holding elective positions in the capital of the Republic or profitable employments left the country without molestation, notwithstanding the information which the Government had that they were going to foreign lands to work against its interests, many of whom have taken upon themselves the unfortunate task of exposing the miseries and infirmities from which we are suffering, the same as any other human aggregation.
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