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  PREFACE




  When I was a teenager, I often slept in the woods. I would snuggle deep in my rainsuit and was lulled to sleep frequently by the gentle sound of rain tapping on my suit.




  One night, I was awakened at 3:00 A.M. by a dog in the distance baying at fleeing deer. I did not want to totally wake up. Slightly cracking my right eye open, I saw the vision of an eight point buck standing not 30 yards away from me. Closing my eyes once more, I questioned the vision I had seen.




  This time both of my eyes came open together. The buck actually was standing and feeding not 30 yards from me. I brought my daddy’s old shotgun to my shoulder and rested the bead on the end of the barrel right behind the deer’s front shoulder. As gently as I would hold an egg, I slid the safety to the fire position and squeezed the trigger. When the buck went down, I sealed forever my fate as a deer hunter and began my never-ending quest for more knowledge about deer hunting.




  The sport of deer hunting is one you continue to learn throughout your life. This book, THE SCIENCE OF DEER HUNTING, contains the most recent information on deer from the best experts throughout the nation.
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  Phillips feels fortunate to have hunted with some of the greatest deer hunters of our day, to have interviewed and learned from the leading scientific researchers in the field of deer behavior and to have hunted deer across the U.S.




  CHAPTER 1




  HOW TO HUNT DEER SCIENTIFICALLY




  IS THERE A BETTER WAY, a more scientific way to hunt deer? Can we use scientific information to plan our hunting strategies?




  The answer to these questions is yes. But hunting cannot be best learned by reading textbooks. Since conditions change throughout the day, knowing when to leave a tactic and/or change strategies is as critical to successful hunting as the wealth of information the hunter takes into the woods with him.




  To discover how to hunt more scientifically, I talked with Dr. Billy Hillestad of Kennesaw, Georgia, who has a PhD in wildlife ecology, a master’s degree in wildlife management and has taken more than 200 deer in his lifetime. Hillestad has studied population dynamics and the behavior of deer throughout his academic career. As a hunter, Dr. Hillestad has spent thousands of hours not only learning how and where to take deer more effectively but also understanding the basic nature of the deer by attempting to predetermine when, where and why a buck will show up at certain places in the woods.




  Hillestad’s goal is to spend most of the time he has to hunt in the most productive area of the woods trying to take a whitetail. To hunt more efficiently, Hillestad draws on his education and knowledge of deer to help him determine where and when a buck may appear and how to best approach the animal without spooking him. When Hillestad hunts a new area he’s never been in before, his goal is to read the signs, find a buck and attempt to bag him.
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  To take a buck like this, you must learn to hunt scientifically.




  Tactic: Read The Terrain As You Enter The Region




  “On the way to the spot where I plan to begin my hunt, I notice the terrain,” Dr. Hillestad explains. “For instance, if I see a small stream I know a creek bottom will be running through my stalk area, which should provide some hardwood timber and good habitat for deer. Also I assume mast trees and acorn trees will be somewhere in that stream bottom. Although this data may seem insignificant, I take note and file the information away for future reference.




  “I also observe as I enter my hunt area if any supplemental food plots like greenfields are present and which roads or paths in the area pass by the greenfields.”




  Tactic: Know The Weather Forecast Before You Hunt




  “If a cold front is moving in, a deer will be filling its belly with food before it comes into an area,” Dr. Hillestad reports. “When a cold front arrives, deer in the affected region lose much heat and many calories. A deer requires more food than usual to sustain itself in colder weather and will eat more heavily just before a front.”




  Tactic: Read The Signs Deer Leave In Your Area And Link The Evidence Together




  Hillestad emphasizes beginning to hunt where you see tracks and signs. “Remember oftentimes the best place to hunt may be right where you start to hunt -- rather than a half-mile further in the woods. Don’t overlook obvious deer sign just because you re only 10 to 20 yards from your vehicle.




  “If you see the tracks and sign showing deer have fed on a food plot, then realize the next place they probably will go is to a bedding area in the early morning. If possible use a path or an old logging road, which will enable you to move quickly and quietly, to pass the greenfield and look for the closest thick cover where the deer can bed. Because deer prefer diversity of habitat, clearcut areas provide an ideal place for deer to bed in the early morning. Usually if deer have fed all night, they will be lying in heavy cover at daybreak.”




  Tactic: Take Into Consideration When The Rut Occurs Where You Are Hunting




  “The only reason bucks won’t be bedding in the early morning is if a doe is in estrus,” Dr. Hillestad mentions. “Then you may spot a buck following a doe. However, if you are hunting during the pre-rut, the likelihood of catching a buck up and moving during the early morning hours is remote.”




  Tactic: Learn To Read How Fresh Buck Sign Is




  According to Hillestad, if you locate a rub on a tree where a young buck has rubbed his antlers, “You can determine if the rub is fresh, because the bark on the tree will be freshly peeled and not have changed color very much. Bark becomes more discolored the more time that has elapsed since it has been rubbed.




  “Deer most often like to rub trees that are aromatic like cedar and pine and will leave a scent when they’re scraped. By taking your pocket knife and scraping the kinds of trees you see deer rubbing and observing the trees you’ve scraped in an hour, two hours, four hours, six hours and eight hours, you soon can learn to recognize how old a rub is. Knowing how much time has passed from the time the deer has rubbed the tree until you observe the rub can be critical in determining how close you are to the buck you want to take.




  “Another way to pinpoint the time a rub has been made is to notice whether the shavings from that rub are in a nice, neat, little pile at the base of a tree, which means the shavings have not been blown by the wind or disturbed by other animals. If the tree is small in diameter, the rub probably has been made by a small buck. Through the years, I have learned that small bucks use little trees to rub. I’ve never seen a big buck rubbing a small tree.




  “But no piece of evidence is enough to form the foundation of any conclusion. You need supporting evidence to document any theory. So with my ‘small bucks rub small trees’ theory I have substantiated this idea with the fact that when I see small trees rubbed, the rubs are always closer to the ground, indicating the deer itself is smaller and closer to the ground. If you’re lucky enough to see a deer in the woods rubbing a tree, or if you watch deer in a pen, the bigger, taller, more robust bucks scrape trees higher than little bucks do.




  “Also remember a buck pushes hard to scrape the bark off those trees, and the larger trees offer more resistance to the bigger bucks. The main range of the heavy scraping for a young buck will be about a foot above the ground. The main range of rubs made by a larger buck will be about two feet off the ground. There may be marks above and below the main area of scraping, but generally I believe the hunter can say that big bucks scrape big trees and their rubs will be higher off the ground than the rubs of little bucks. Bucks usually begin a great deal of rubbing activity just prior to the rut and just before initiating scrapes.”




  Tactic: Be Conscious Of The Wind Direction




  “I have found when the wind is continuously variable, hunters are at a real disadvantage -- if they are stalk hunting,” Hillestad comments. “To hunt deer successfully, you must have a favorable wind. Many a hunt is spoiled when the hunter is stalking a deer, and the wind direction alters -- carrying his scent to the deer before the hunter has the opportunity to see and take the animal. When wind becomes variable, I discontinue my hunt and wait for a steady wind direction.
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  Binoculars can be an asset to the hunter and enable him to see deer at greater distances.




  “Then when the wind steadies, I’ll resume my hunt for buck sign. Searching for sign to lead you to a buck is a much more effective way of hunting than merely walking through the woods looking for deer. My technique of hunting is to discover the sign, be able to read the sign and then realize the sign will lead me to my buck.”




  Tactic: Use Binoculars To See Deer At Greater Distances And Hunt Cover Closer




  “I always use my binoculars to look into thick cover which deer love, long before I approach it, which is another key to successful hunting that will pay buck dividends,” Dr. Hillestad emphasizes. “When you see cover, hunt that cover assuming the deer is there.




  “Binoculars also can save you much walking. Often with binoculars I can tell if a rub is fresh or not fresh and can visually cover much more ground with my eyes than I can with my feet.”




  Tactic: Eliminate Hunting Areas Where You Don’t Think A Buck Will Be




  As Dr. Hillestad says, “I often don’t hunt through a creek bottom because the area is wide open. Although you may spot a little buck moving through an open place like this, I have found that most often the bigger trophy bucks will be holding in thick cover. Therefore I eliminate the portions of the woods that don’t provide the type of cover where deer prefer to bed and concentrate my hunting time in the regions where deer should be. If you can locate a section with various kinds of habitat like young pines with a few sweet gums growing near them and a transition of habitat, this area will be where deer prefer to travel.




  “To me, the most exciting hunt for a true trophy whitetail is when you know a trophy is in front of you, and the deer realizes you’re out there somewhere. Both of you must rely on your skill, instincts and judgment to elude each other.”




  From interviewing Dr. Hillestad, I have learned that successful, scientific deer hunting is much like trying to solve a mystery. A good investigator never looks for the criminal but instead searches diligently for the clues and studies the evidence that will lead him to the place to catch his adversary.




  CHAPTER 2




  HOW TO THINK LIKE A BUCK




  Patterning has become a term used quite frequently in the out-of-doors. Fishermen talk about patterning bass, duck hunters speak of patterning waterfowl, and deer hunters discuss patterning deer. What few of us fail to realize is that deer pattern people to survive. The older the buck, the quicker he learns to pattern hunters.




  The greater the hunting pressure, the easier the people and the deer are to pattern. Young bucks often die quick. Older bucks that rely on their instincts from years past know when, where and how to retreat for cover when man enters the woods. If you are going to take a woods wizard, you must understand the mature buck deer and be able to think like he does. Each buck in every situation is different, but let’s look at some examples of how to hunt the monarch of the woods.




  The Field Buck




  The field buck is a wise, older deer that can be seen feeding in fields and pastures all summer long and at the beginning of hunting season. But just about the time the sportsman decides to enter the woods, the buck vanishes. He can be spotted in the field at night, but rarely will he be seen during daylight hours. This buck realizes danger is in the woods when hunting season begins.




  Since we know the buck is feeding in the field at night, the trick to bagging him is to find the route he takes to and from the field. After dark, navigation through the woods can be the key to taking that buck of a lifetime. You will find the later in the season you try to hunt a field buck, the further he will be away from the field during daylight hours. But by following this buck’s travel lane from his field to his bedding area, you have two chances of bagging him -- at first light or 30 minutes before dark.




  Once you have established the buck’s route from the field to the bedding area and have picked out a tree to put your stand in, go to that stand well before daylight. This will require navigation skills using a compass and possibly marking a trail. To learn how to utilize a compass, order the Brunton Company’s detailed and informative video, “The ABC’s of Maps and Compasses,” from 620 East Monroe, Riverton, WY 82501, Phone: 307-856-6559.




  When you know how to use a compass, arrive at the tree 45 minutes to an hour before sunrise. You only may have 15 to 20 minutes of hunting time at first light when the buck leaves the field and heads for his bedding site.




  The other chance you have at this buck will come 30 minutes before dark. In studying bucks on hunting preserves where greenfield hunting is the only means utilized for harvest, many sportsmen have learned that trophy deer have what is called a staging area -- a region the deer come to and wait for nightfall before entering a field. This staging area usually will be from 100 to 300 yards away from the field. If you can be in a tree 1-1/2-hours before dark and stay until dark, you may get a shot at that trophy buck when he arrives at his staging area. Remember, the deer knows when and where hunters will appear, because he has patterned hunters. To take one of these old, wise bucks, you must be in an area at a time when usually a hunter never shows up.




  Honey Hole Deer




  Since the older, bigger, smarter bucks learn quickly to pattern hunters and how to avoid them, during hunting season in high hunter pressure regions, these bucks will stay in what I call honey holes. A honey hole is a place where the buck will be safe from the hunter and where the hunter rarely thinks of looking for a buck.




  Some honey holes I have encountered have been ditches right beside main roads leading to hunting camps. The buck soon learns that vehicles go up and down the road during hunting season, but no one ever stops to hunt these places -- assuming that the traffic up and down the road spooks the deer. However, mature deer have learned the vehicles themselves pose no threat -- what’s in the vehicle brings the harm. So these ditches along the sides of main roads provide sanctuary for trophy bucks.
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  In thick cover areas, bow hunters may have an advantage over gun hunters.




  Another honey hole I found one time was a briar patch within 50 yards of a busy camphouse. A big, smart buck had learned he could lie in that briar thicket during daylight hours, slip in and out of the thicket after dark and stay safe from hunters all season long. A biologist from Mississippi once told me that when he flew over cotton fields in heavily hunted areas, he often spotted trophy bucks lying in the middle of the cotton fields. Although the hunters were in the woods, the big deer were hidden in the cotton fields where the sportsmen never thought to look.




  Other outdoorsmen have taken trophy bucks along an escape route within 100 yards of where hunters park their vehicles to go into the woods. Some older, wiser bucks will bed close to the road and flee into the woods when the first car doors slam, using the escape route to go deep into the woods before the hunters ever enter the forest.




  To find one of these honey holes that may contain a trophy buck, obtain an aerial photograph of the land you hunt. Use magic markers to draw a flow chart showing where most of the sportsmen enter the woods and where they hunt. As you diagram the hunting pressure, you soon will be able to learn where the bucks must be to survive. If you will hunt the places no one else does, you will bag a honey hole buck.




  Maps To Help You Hunt Bucks




  Various maps are available to help sportsmen hunt more effectively as well as have an inexpensive, nearby place to camp. Here’s a list of some of the places you can write to learn that information.




  

    (1) U. S. Geological Survey, Federal Center, Building 41, P. O. Box 25286, Denver, Colorado 80225


  




  Purchase indexes and order forms for the maps of states West of the Mississippi River, including Alaska and Hawaii, from this address. The U. S. Geological Survey, which has mapped the entire United States, has topographical maps to scale available at $2.50 each that contain line and symbol representations of natural terrain and manmade structures. These maps will aid a hunter in determining where roads, rivers, firebreaks and property lines are on a specific piece of property. Most outdoorsmen prefer the 22” x 27” maps, which depict on a large scale the amount of land a hunter usually can walk in a day.




  The indexes of the topographical maps name the region covered by each map, the scale available and the year the area was surveyed. These indexes also include lists of special maps that have been made of a place as well as the names and addresses of map dealers, map reference libraries and federal distribution centers.




  “Topographical Map Symbols,” “Topographical Maps: Silent Guides for the Outdoorsman” and “Maps for America: Cartographic Products of the U. S. Geological Survey and Others” are pamphlets available from either of the U. S. Geological Survey centers that help explain the various kinds of maps as well as the meanings of the symbols, lines, etc. on them maps.




  

    (2) U. S. Geological Survey, 1200 South Eads Street Arlington, VA 22202


  




  Use this address to order topographical maps for states East of the Mississippi River.




  (3) Local libraries - Many local libraries have sets of topographical maps available as well as order forms and indexes for the maps. Also the library near the place where you plan to hunt may contain maps of that county that are not accessible in other parts of the state.




  

    (4) Division of Wildlife Refuges, c/o U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Room 2343


    Washington, D. C. 20402


  




  This department distributes free maps, which will help hunters determine the best places to set up on nearby lands, of the more than 400 wildlife refuges under federal protection.




  

    (5) National Wetlands Inventory Office, c/o U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior


    Washington, D. C. 20204


  




  Approximately 10,000 acres of wetlands are mapped by this group.




  

    (6) Water and Power Resources Service, Office of Public Affairs Department of the Interior


    Washington, D. C. 20240


  




  Write for free recreation maps of the facilities of this group, formerly the Bureau of Reclamation, across the United States at 333 reservoirs, including camping areas, etc.




  

    (7) “Field Offices of the Forest Service” Pamphlet, Office of Public Affairs, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture South Building, Room 3008


    Washington, D. C. 20250


  




  This free pamphlet lists the locations and addresses of all national forests and grasslands. Write the National Forest Service office nearest you to order maps of any of the 122 national forests, and indicate what types of activities you are planning, since the Forest Service sometimes produces different maps for hikers, hunters, campers, etc. The maps generally cost $1 - $2 each.




  

    (8) U. S. Government Printing Office, Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 20402


  




  By writing the above address or visiting the GPO nearest you, you can find many helpful pamphlets and maps.




  “National Parks of the U. S. - Guide and Map” is a map available that shows the locations of the national parks and includes a chart listing the services, facilities and activities in each park.




  “Maps and Atlases - SB-102” and “Surveying and Mapping -SB-183” are two subject bibliographies available free from the GPO too.




  

    (9) U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of Public Affairs Department of the Army, 2 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W. Washington, D. C. 20314


  




  The Corps of Engineers produces and distributes maps of the recreation areas it manages, but each map must be ordered from the district where the recreational area is located. By writing the above address, you can learn the Corps’ districts and addresses.




  

    (10) Office of Public Affairs, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 825 North Capital Street, N. E.


    Washington, D. C. 20426


  




  This commission can give you information about various maps available on the hydroelectric projects licensed by the U. S. Department of Energy where there are public facilities for hunting, camping and other activities.




  

    (11) National Cartographic Information Center, 507 National Center, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive


    or 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025


  




  This center is the part of the U. S. Geological Survey that is the main source for maps that are produced or distributed by federal agencies, as well as by commercial publishers. Some of the free publications include, “Types of Maps Published by Government Agencies,” “Finding Your Way With Map and Compass,” and “Popular Publications of the U.S. Geological Survey.”

OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
The

SCIENCE
of

DEER
HUNTING

% i f /
Productive Tactics Based on Deer Senses and Behavior






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





