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WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT ROGER STONE

A New York Times Bestselling Author

“Roger Stone is one tough cookie… We appreciate him.”

– President Donald J. Trump

“This book exposes the Bush Clinton connection and alliance.”

– A. Gore Vidal.

“Stone exposed LBJ, now he rips the veil off the Bush crime syndicate.”

– East Orlando Post

“Known for hard-ball politics and a cloak and dagger sensibility.”

– New York Times

“Skilled in the dark arts of politics.”

– The Atlantic

“The most dangerous man in America.”

– The Village Voice

“Everything he’s ever told me has been incredibly accurate.”

– Alex Jones, Infowars

“Stone, the former Richard Nixon acolyte known for his media savvy.”

– CNN Politics

“Stone is a real-life Ray Donovan — only his clients toil in state capitals and Washington, not Hollywood.”

– Go Up State

“Roger Stone, a veteran political operative and unapologetic dirty trickster who is an ardent fan of the scandal-ridden but politically savvy Nixon.”

– Mother Jones

“Roger Stone is the most elegant maître d’ the American political sewer ever has had.”

– Esquire

“He is capable of employing tactics other operatives wouldn’t dream of, let alone try.”

– CNN

“Stone is one of the best sources in Washington for ‘inside dirt.’”

– Slate

“Respected, hated, and always controversial.”

– No Quarter USA

“Politics is war, and he is one of its fiercest warriors, with the battle scars to prove it.”

– The Weekly Standard

“Stone has honed his black-arts legend for 40 years. A notorious dandy in bespoke suits and two-tone suede spectator shoes.”

– Newsweek

“Seasoned practitioner of hard-edged politics.” – The New York Times

“A longtime political hit man, Stone has excelled in the ‘dark arts’ of politics for close to 50 years.”

– Salon

“U.S. politics has never been kind and genteel. Anyone who believes otherwise is wrong. It’s always been a game ruled by its most aggressive players. Roger Stone would know; he’d be the first to admit he’s one of them.”

– Big Think

“Stone seems to have his mitts in every dirty trick since 1972.”

– The New Yorker

“The inventor of negative campaign advertising and tactics.”

– Big Think

“A dashing, colorful artist of the underhanded.”

– David Brooks, The New York Times

“The GOP’s dapper Pugilist.”

– The Washington Post

“Notorious.”

– Vanity Fair

“Controversial.”

– The Washington Post

“The High Priest of political hijinks.”

– The Weekly Standard

“An equal-opportunity trickster.”

– NY Daily News

“Watching Stone is like watching a well-dressed cobra at rest.”

- Esquire

“His book [The Clintons’ War on Women] should have been called Bill’s Women and Hillary’s War on Them.”

- Larry Kudlow, CNBC

“We are living in the age of Stone. Indeed his journey from a Dick Nixon ‘Dirty Trickster’ to Donald Trump’s man in the trenches, does roughly mirror the trajectory of the American right.”

- Variety

“Stone is one of the best-known and best-dressed political insiders in New York.”

- Breitbart.com
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This book is dedicated to Governor John Davis Lodge, my political mentor, who taught me that politics is the art of inclusion and who, under extreme pressure, refused to appoint Prescott Bush to fill a vacancy in the U.S. Senate, an act of courage.

—Roger Stone

This book is also dedicated to my mother Dorothy Hunt, who White House Counsel John Dean said was “the savviest woman in the world,” who had “the whole picture [of Watergate] put together.” I miss you every day.

—Saint John Hunt

This book is also dedicated to those brave journalists who have blazed the trail when it comes to exposing the crimes of the Bush family: Russ Baker, Nick Bryant, Kevin Phillips, James Moore, Craig Unger, Webster Griffin Tarpley, Anton Chaitkin, Peter Brewton, Bill Minutaglio, Terry Reed, and David Corn. While the authors disagree with them on some issues, we respect them all.

—Robert Morrow


FOREWORD BY CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEBOUTILLIER

“When Jeb was at Andover he ran an illegal drug and alcohol distributorship … selling pot and booze to his fellow students … but when the school authorities caught wind of it, Jeb sold out one of his partners and escaped by the skin of his teeth.” This was told to me in the mid-1990s by my then-girlfriend, whose husband was one of Jeb’s Andover partners in this scheme. But because Jeb Bush had recently lost his bid to be governor of Florida, I put it in the back of my mind; his older brother, George W.—known inside the Bush family as “Junior”—had won his election in Texas and was the focus of Bush World. Jeb retreated into the background—for a while.

It’s funny how things come ‘round in the world. Jeb, of course, went on to win two terms as Florida’s chief executive and helped with the controversial recount in the 2000 Florida presidential election that made “Junior” our 43rd president. Today, even though Jeb suspended his campaign for the presidency, the events that occurred during our time at Andover are just as important for the American people to know.

In October 2006 I attended my 30th Harvard Reunion. During a cocktail party a classmate of mine who I didn’t really know, Charles Hirschler, came up to me and began talking: “Did you know that while I was at Andover with Jeb Bush, he ran this drug dealership with two other guys … they were selling drugs and booze to students … but Jeb cut and ran and sold out someone to save himself?”

There it was again—more than a decade after I first heard it.

Then—again—in 2011, yet another Andover classmate of Jeb’s said to me, “I never knew at the time why Jeb walked around the campus with his jaw hanging open … he was stoned all the time!”

Finally in the summer of 2015, a woman friend of mine who had been married to a guy in Jeb’s Andover class told me over lunch, “Oh yeah … he told me all about Jeb’s drug dealership.”

So there we have it: four different guys who were either in Jeb’s graduating class at Andover or a year ahead of him all confirming Jeb’s role in this drug and booze dealership.

The American people needed to hear this before they voted. So I penned a 2013 column detailing the facts as I knew them and posted it on my website: johnlebout.com. I hoped someone in the media would someday use a search engine and find it and then do their own investigation.

In early 2015, just as the 2016 campaign heated up, David Margolick of Vanity Fair indeed found me because of my column and said, “I want to do an investigative piece about this.” So I gave him the names and numbers of all the people mentioned above. And I then trusted that he would call them himself and hear the same things I had heard.

A few weeks later he called me back and said, “John, it never happened. There was no drug and booze ring at Andover at all.”

I was flabbergasted.

When I asked him if he had talked to my sources, he told me that he had never talked to even one of the guys I mentioned who were at Andover with Jeb when it happened!

Who would know better than they would? Is it possible that four separate guys are all making up the same story over the course of three decades? Or, instead, is it possible—and in fact very likely—that the Bush Machine scrambled to debunk this story before it took hold?

To this day, I have to wonder why no legitimate journalist would do a proper investigation, talk to the primary sources—the guys who were there at Andover with Jeb Bush—and then tell it to the American people. That’s why I am happy that Roger Stone and Saint John Hunt have written this book.

The people have a right to know the truth about the personal character of the candidates who asked for their votes. In the case of Jeb Bush, the American people needed to know that he did things at Andover that tell us a lot about his morals and his character. Indeed, the American people need to know more about the history of the Bush family.

—John LeBoutillier (R) served in the House of Representatives for New York’s Sixth District from 1981 to 1983. He is a political commentator and author of several books, including the best-selling Harvard Hates America.


INTRODUCTION BY ROGER STONE

Forty-third president George W. Bush’s biography of his father George Herbert Walker Bush is a whitewash of history and a warm-up act for the last contender from the House of Bush, Jeb.

Especially as he ages and cultivates his kindly, affable persona with the help of new biographies that ignore his dirty deeds, it’s important to learn his true nature. As my colleague Russ Baker notes, the recently published Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush by Jon Meacham is the latest sycophantic whitewash of Bush’s life as an “American success story,” written with the full cooperation of the Bushes and serving entirely to cement the façade of H. W. as a mild-mannered public servant. Pulitzer Prize–winning and well connected, author Meacham is a former managing editor at Newsweek, a magazine with a history of CIA connections. That’s why I had to write this book.

Missing is the entire Bush backstory: the family providing financing to the Nazis to buy arms; the support for eugenics; 41’s involvement with the CIA in the Bay of Pigs; his evasions about November 22, 1963, and his name appearing in the address book of Lee Harvey Oswald’s handler George de Mohrenschildt; his involvement in CIA drug running, and the murder of drug runner Barry Seal; the real reason Bush fell out with Ross Perot; and the real Bush connection to both the attempted assassination of Reagan and the attempt to set Reagan up in Iran-Contra … they have all been airbrushed out of 41: A Portrait of My Father. All are missing from George W’s book, which is a sanitized campaign biography.

I first encountered “Ambassador Bush” as he was then called in 1980 when working as a senior campaign aide for Governor Ronald Reagan. The Bush campaign was a curious collection of current spooks, “retired” spooks, and rich old WASPS from the right families. There was an endless stream of dirty tricks from the Bushites.

Bush would go to great lengths to become vice president in 1968, 1972, 1976, and 1980. The efforts to smear his rivals when he maneuvered for the nomination under Reagan in 1980 have never been revealed. Bush’s role in making a deal with the Iranians to ensure the defeat of Jimmy Carter is something I have firsthand knowledge of.

Behind his rather goofy demeanor and colorful socks lies a vicious, ruthless, ambitious, power-hungry crony capitalist prepared to do and say anything to become president and pass it on to his sons.

As we know George H. W. Bush succeeded in reaching the throne, and there was a succession when his son George W. Bush attained the presidency. This would not pan out for the other Bush, Jeb. His was the weak link in the Bush family, and it was more than obvious. For Jeb’s inability to “get hard” during the campaign, I am eternally grateful. Like a wild fire, those that seek to put them out must be extremely careful that they have not overlooked a tiny little spark that will reignite the raging inferno. The Bush fire is, in my opinion, much the same. Although Jeb has failed in his attempt, we must guard against the dying Bush ember reigniting in the future.

Whether Jeb decides to run again in 2020, or some other Bushwhacker runs, we just have to wait and see. Since the Bush family continues to morph and spread like a virus, we have to be on the lookout for new Bushes. Such is the case with George Prescott Bush. He just may be, in time, a presidential hopeful. As long as I’m here watching, writing, and reporting, you can be assured that I will continue my crusade to tell the American people the truth about the Bush Crime Syndicate.

Just because Fredo became president doesn’t mean we now have to give it to Michael. We need another Bush like we need another Clinton.

—Roger Stone

Miami Beach

October 15, 2015


THE BUSH FAMILY CV

Samuel Prescott Bush

- Born October 4, 1863; Orange, NJ

- Died February 8, 1948; Columbus, OH

- Graduated from Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, 1884

- Married Flora Sheldon 1894

- Married Martha Bell Carter after Sheldon killed in car crash in 1920

- General manager of Buckeye Steel Castings Company 1901

- President of Buckeye Steel Castings Company 1908–1927

- First president of Ohio Manufacturers Association

- Cofounder of Scioto Country Club and Columbus Academy

- Chief of the Ordnance, Small Arms, and Ammunition Section of War Industries Board 1918

- Member of Board of Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland

- Appointed to Herbert Hoover’s President’s Committee for Unemployment Relief 1931

Prescott Sheldon Bush

- Born May 15, 1895; Columbus, OH

- Died October 8, 1972; New York, NY

- Graduated Yale University 1917

- Member of Skull and Bones

- Captain, U.S. Army 1917–1919

- Married Dorothy Walker, 1921

- Vice president investment bank A. Harriman & Co. 1924

- Partner Brown Brothers Harriman 1931

- Founding member and director in Union Banking Corporation

- Treasurer of first Planned Parenthood campaign 1947

- Chairman United Negro College Fund Connecticut branch 1951

- Republican candidate U.S. Senate 1950 (defeated)

- Republican candidate U.S. Senate 1952 to 1963—Connecticut

- Member U.S. Senate Banking Committee

George H. W. Bush

- Born June 12, 1924; Milton, MA

- U.S. Navy 1942–1945

- Married Barbara Pierce, 1945

- Yale University BA 1948

- Member Skull and Bones

- Member Brown Brothers Harriman

- Cofounder Zapata Petroleum Corporation 1953

- President of Zapata Offshore Company 1954

- Chairman Harris County (Houston) Republican Committee 1964

- Candidate U.S. Senate 1964 (defeated)

- Member U.S. House of Representatives 1966–1969

- Candidate U.S. Senate 1970 (defeated)

- UN Ambassador 1971–1973

- Chairman of the Republican National Committee 1973–1974

- US Envoy to China 1974–1975

- Director of CIA 1976–1977

- Ran for Vice President during the elections of 1968, 1972, 1976, and 1980

- U.S. Vice President 1981–1989

- 41st U.S. President 1989–1993

George W. Bush

- Born July 6, 1946; New Haven, CT

- Yale University BA 1968; Harvard Business School MBA 1975

- Member Skull and Bones

- Texas Air National Guard 1968

- Alabama Air National Guard 1972

- Married Laura Welch, 1977

- Candidate for U.S. House of Representatives 1978 (defeated)

- Founded Arbusto Energy (later changed to Bush Exploration)

- Co-owned the Texas Rangers 1989–1998

- 46th Governor of Texas 1995–2000

- Proclaimed June 10, 2000 to be Jesus Day

- 43rd US President 2001–2009

John Ellis “Jeb” Bush

- Born February 11, 1953; Midland, TX

- University of Texas at Austin (BA)

- Married Columba Garnica Gallo 1974

- Vice president Texas Commerce Bank, Caracas, Venezuela Branch 1977

- Chairman Dade County Republican Party 1984-1986

- Florida Secretary of Commerce 1987–1988

- Campaign manager for Ileana Ros-Lehtinen for Congress 1989

- Candidate for Governor of Florida 1994 (defeated)

- Joined the Board of Trustees of the Heritage Foundation 1995

- 43rd Governor of Florida 1999–2007

- Tenet Healthcare Board of Directors 2007

- Candidate for Republican Nominee for U.S. President 2015–2016

Neil Mallon Bush

- Born January 22, 1955; Midland, TX

- Tulane University BA 1977, MBA 1979

- Married Sharon Smith 1980–2003

- Married Maria Andrews 2004

- Chairman Points of Light

- Board of Directors Silverado Savings and Loan (Colorado) 1980s

- Failure of Silverado 1988

- Settled civil suit brought against him and Silverado

- Cofounded Ignite! Learning

- Consultant Kopin Corporation of Taunton, MA

- Founding director Foundation for Interreligious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue 1999

- Consultant Grace Semiconductor Manufacturing Corp. 2002

- Founding chairman of TX Oil 2010

Marvin Pierce Bush

- Born October 22, 1956; Midland, TX

- University of Virginia BA 1981

- Married Margaret Conway Molster 1981

- Director Securacom (now Stratesec) 1996–2000 (Securacom provided security for the World Trade Center)

- Director HCC Insurance Holdings

- Co-founded Winston Partners 1993

- President and director, Winston Capital Management LLC

George Prescott Bush

- Born April 24, 1976; Houston, TX

- Rice University BA 1988, University of Texas MA 2003

- Married Amanda L. Williams 2004

- Cofounded Pennybacker Capital, LCC

- Corporate and securities law with Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld

- Texas land commissioner 2014

- Deputy finance chairman of the Republican Party of Texas 2016


A DYNASTY OF DUPLICITY

I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous than standing armies.

—Thomas Jefferson

If the American people ever allow private banks to control the issue of their currency, first by inflation, then by deflation, the banks … will deprive the people of all property until their children wake-up homeless on the continent their fathers conquered….

—Thomas Jefferson

These words were written by one of our country’s most eloquent leaders over 200 years ago. If he, and others, have known all along, how could the rise of the banking powers have happened? The answer lies in the devious minds and calculated steps of a certain group of men whose ultimate ambition was to create a corporate banking cartel which owned all the people’s money and ruled the masses with heartless indifference. This is that story.

From the late 19th century right up to the War on Terror, one family has ruled from the shadows as well as from the stage of international policy. In only four generations that family has seen two presidents, one senator, a director of the Central Intelligence Agency, and two governors. They have been involved in and enabled two world wars, countless other wars, the control of oil, the funding of Adolph Hitler and the Nazi movement, the building of America’s railroads, drug smuggling on an international scale, and the gutting of America’s savings and loans to the tune of billions of dollars. How could they have pulled this off? Why aren’t they all in prison? This is their story. This is the story of the Bush family.

The names read like a who’s who of an American political dynasty: Jeb Bush, George W. Bush, George H. W. Bush, and Prescott Bush. They also read like the names of one of America’s top crime families like the Gambinos and the Bonannos of the American Cosa Nostra, better known as the Mafia. Few people equate the Bush family with the Gambino family, yet much has been revealed to show that both families are steeped in a tradition of criminal activity that can be traced along their family trees.

The most powerful members of the elite class often show little regard for law or morality, because they feel they can get away with it, because they often do. This is “elite deviance,” a condition sociologists say exists in a society when the upper echelon of that society no longer believes that the rules apply to them. “It is not due primarily to psychopathological variables, but to the institutionalization of elite wrongdoing,” said Professor David Simon in his landmark book Elite Deviance.1 It is a phenomenon in which those with enough wealth, political influence, and personal connections can immunize themselves from the consequences for illegal acts that in the rest of the lowly world would bring severe, if not life-ending, repercussions. They can commit crimes with impunity. The history of the Bush Crime Family is a century-long, multi-generational tradition of elite deviance.

The facts contained in this book are not presented merely to bash the Bushes, but as a public service. Two Bushes have already been elected president of the United States, and Jeb Bush is the latest contender. More Bushes will almost certainly rise to prominence in the future. Jeb’s son is already on that path. The authors know that the American voters need to read the real history of the Bush family and their latest White House hopeful, before heading to the polls in a primary or a general election.

So who is the real Jeb Bush, and what is the real trail of privilege, elitism, ambition, and crime of the Bush Crime Family?


PART 1

JOHN ELLIS BUSH (AKA “JEB”)


CHAPTER 1

JEB, THE LATEST CONTENDER

My dad is the greatest man alive. If anyone disagrees, we’ll go outside.

—Jeb on his father, former president George H. W. Bush.i

Jeb Bush aimed to make the Bushes the first family ever to produce three presidents. Perhaps most alarming would be the proximity with which the three men would serve their terms. If Jeb Bush was elected in 2016, there would have been more Bush than non-Bush presidents (Clinton and Obama) since George H. W. Bush’s election in 1988. Even more frightening is that some are already discussing the path to the White House for Jeb’s son, George P. Bush, who was elected Texas land commissioner in January 2015.2 It’s a scary prospect that eerily resembles the political system that our country’s founders were fighting to escape.

Of all the Bush gang, John Ellis (or just plain ol’ “Jeb,” as he preferred voters to think of him) is perhaps the worst, selling his family’s influence the most and serving the public the least. He is the Bush who personifies the lust for power and wealth the most. No matter how much money and influence Jeb gets, it’s never enough.

We all live with an understanding that the pampered elite will always have privileges, opportunities, and even exemption from punishment of misdeeds that most of us simply do not have. But most of these elite are not running for president of the United States. In the crowded field of Republican candidates for 2016, Jeb’s family history and establishment connections in the party and throughout the nation made him unique.

Americans abhor a hypocrite more than anything else in politics. Republicans think of their party as standing for law and order, equality of opportunity, equal justice, and preserving American culture. Jeb has lived his life following exactly the opposite of these ideals. Republican primary voters, and all voters, needed to know about Jeb’s history of arrogant hypocrisy.

Oddly, Jeb the Republican presidential hopeful has said that the president he most admires is Lyndon B. Johnson.3 What does Jeb most admire about LBJ? Is it LBJ’s contempt for the rule of law or his constant efforts to expand the reach of the federal government? Jeb said, “He went and he cajoled, he begged, he threatened, he loved, he hugged, he did what leaders do, which is they personally get engaged to make something happen.” This vague description of LBJ’s deal-making abilities is troubling, because LBJ’s way of operating was famously unethical and led to a massive expansion of the U.S. as a welfare state, through the passage of the Great Society and War on Poverty legislation. Jeb admires LBJ for twisting enough arms to get massive government expansion through Congress. Republican primary voters should have been very disturbed by Jeb’s admiration. But in the context of Jeb’s life and record, his admiration for the bully and government-expander LBJ makes perfect sense.

Like LBJ, Jeb is a Big Government man. Although his Florida backers assure us he governed as a conservative, Jeb’s actions and policies have actually warned us that, like his brother George W. Bush, he would have spent like crazy and expanded the government even further.

Jeb is a fan of higher taxes, too. His dad won over grassroots conservatives in 1988 with his famous “Read my lips–no new taxes” pledge only to break that pledge at the urging of White House Chief of Staff John Sununu and Jim Baker aide Dick Darman (who hated to be described that way.) A former aide to Elliot Richardson, Darman worked against the conservative agenda in the Reagan and Bush White Houses. Conservative author M. Stanton Evans correctly called the day Bush signed the tax increase “The end of Reaganism.” It planted the seeds of Bush’s defeat in 1992. Yet Jeb defended the tax increase as, “the right thing to do.” Together, Bush 41 and Bush 43 are responsible for 72 percent of our massive federal debt. Big Government man Jeb will continue the Bush spending spree if he gets to the Oval Office.

Jeb’s own record tells us he’s no fiscal conservative. During his eight years in the governor’s mansion in Florida, spending skyrocketed. The Cato Institute noted that Florida general fund spending “increased from $18.0 billion to $28.2 billion during those eight years, or 57%” and that “total state spending increased from $45.6 billion to $66.1 billion, or 45%.”4 There is no reason to think his appetite for big spending would be any different in the White House.

Although Peter Baker of the New York Times reported in a breathless page one story that “Jeb isn’t W,”5 he’d spend at least as much. In terms of personality type, Baker was correct. Jeb is his mother’s son—entitled, arrogant, and vindictive. As Michael Barbaro pointed out in the Times, Jeb masked his stridency and arrogance in his second bid for governor, but as S. V. Date showed in his classic book Jeb–America’s Next Bush,6 Jeb as governor was authoritarian, secretive, imperial, and skirted the law. But on policy, there is evidence that Jeb is W. Jeb never opposed expansion of the size and scope of government, wild spending, and mushrooming federal deficits. A hypocrite on social issues and a fiscal liberal, Jeb is gung-ho for the civil liberties–eroding Patriot Act and the failed War on Drugs.

The notion of Jeb as a successful, savvy businessman is absurd. Every dime he has was made by trading on family connections or the family name. He functioned as a de facto lobbyist for both the corrupt health care company IMC as well as housing builder Camilio Padrera, lobbying Cabinet members for administrative favors while carefully cloaking his compensation as “real estate fees.”7

Virtually every one of Jeb’s failed business enterprises is a carried interest in which he put up no cash but used his family name and connections to secure loans, financing, waivers, or other financially significant benefits. No less than five of Bush’s former partners in these endeavors are in jail.

Bush served on the board of Innovita, a Ponzi scheme run by Claudio Osorio. Osorio got a $10 million loan from the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) with the assistance of Bill and Hillary Clinton, whom he lavished with campaign contributions. At the same time, he paid Bush $460,000. When the entire phony enterprise collapsed, Bush grudgingly was forced to return $250,000.

Jeb Bush and his partner also got a $4 million federal bailout courtesy of the taxpayers when his father was vice president. When the S&L that loaned Bush $4.5 million failed, the office building that secured the loan was reappraised with a new value of $500,000, allowing Bush and his partner to walk out on a $4 million debt and keep the building.

Where Jeb has really made significant money is in “consulting” and big dollar honorariums for speeches. “Consulting” is a euphemism among political elites for “fixing.”

Whether it’s using drugs, connections to drug traffickers, or walking out on a $4.5 million loan, Jeb Bush pays no penalty and suffers no consequences. Jeb Bush says he is going to Washington to “fight the pampered elites.”8 The evidence shows he is the pampered elite.

Waiting for the Dough to Rise

In an interview on NBC’s Today show in April of 2013, Barbara Bush was asked how she felt about Jeb seeking the presidency in 2016. She replied, “We’ve had enough Bushes.”

She went on to say she thought there were many worthy candidates, telling anchor Matt Lauer, “There are people out there” who are qualified.9 But by February of 2015, Barbara reversed her opinion, telling the press, “I changed my mind.”10 By then, Jeb claimed to be exploring a run but was actually well into a tremendous fundraising effort that worried many campaign finance watchdogs.

By the time he officially declared his candidacy, which was a foregone conclusion, he had already raised millions, including some major support from Wall Street.11

Jeb Bush waited quite a long time—until June 2015—to declare his candidacy so that he could raise unlimited funds for his Right to Rise Super PAC as a non-candidate for as long as possible. As an actual candidate, Bush’s direct source of funds was limited to $2,700 per person per election.12

Everyone knew Jeb was going to run, despite his insistence that he was trying to decide from December 2014 until June. During those six months, he gave campaign-style speeches and visited Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, courting the wealthiest donors and best political talent in the country, and resigning from several corporate boards that posed potential conflicts of interest. He raised tens of millions of dollars, but still failed to gain any traction in the polls.

Watchdog groups were dismayed. Jeb’s gaming of the system seemed to violate the spirit, if not the letter, of campaign finance law. “It’s one of the great charades of American politics,” said Fred Wertheimer of Washington-based Democracy 21. “It’s simply thumbing your nose at the American people and saying, ‘We’re shrewd, we’re going to circumvent these laws and you have to live by it.’”13

Paul S. Ryan of the Campaign Legal Center said: “The Supreme Court has recognized that a check above $2,700 directly to someone who admits they are a candidate could corrupt them and therefore can be limited. But we’re to believe that the corruptive potential is miraculously washed from a $100,000 contribution handed to Jeb Bush for his Super PAC. It’s absurd.”

Jeb’s advisers said he could have directly asked for money at the Super PAC events, but chose not to. That’s a ridiculous claim. Why would Jeb need to ask people who have already donated thousands of dollars for tickets to attend his event to give him money?

The website for Bush’s conventional Right to Rise PAC, ostensibly set up to help other Republican candidates and limited to $5,000 individual donations, featured Bush’s picture and his political message. The website didn’t mention Bush as a candidate at the time.14

Jeb’s family connections were thought to have already given him a distinct advantage over the other GOP candidates and could yet win him the presidency. His skirting of campaign finance law is just another example of Bush dynasty entitlement. Despite criticism, there were no consequences.

Ana Navarro—Quintessential Bushie

The Bushies—blind followers of the Bush dynasty—are everywhere. They populate the radio and TV airwaves as supposedly unbiased pundits. They write opinion pieces across all the major newspapers and websites. But now they even inhabit daytime television—Ana Navarro was recently named a paid contributor on The View.

Navarro has been a longtime public supporter of Jeb Bush’s presidential campaign. As a frequent pundit on the Sunday talk shows and CNN, Navarro has tried to rationalize Jeb’s early disappointing poll numbers and sinking campaign. She was one of the early public backers in 2014 of a Jeb candidacy and tried to wash away the notion that after the failed presidency of his brother W., the American electorate would not welcome another Bush.

Like Jeb, Navarro is consumed by pro-Latin racial politics. Born in Nicaragua, Navarro ties her culture into her political affairs. She served as the national co-chair of John McCain’s Hispanic Advisory Council where she was a national surrogate for the failed McCain 2008 campaign. She next worked as the national Hispanic co-chair for Gov. Jon Huntsman’s 2012 campaign. (Incidentally, Jeb Bush Jr. endorsed Huntsman in 2012.15)

Navarro is described as a “confidante” of Jeb Bush during her CNN appearances. The New York Times has explained that “her rollicking commentary and willingness to criticize Republicans on same-sex marriage and immigration issues make her a favorite of TV bookers.”16 She does the Democratic Party’s dirty work.

Navarro frequently spars with conservative pundits who support Ted Cruz, Ben Carson, and especially Donald Trump. Navarro scorns Trump so much that during the September 2015 CNN Reagan Library Debate, Navarro refused to attend a private dinner hosted by Wolf Blitzer because CNN contributor Jeffrey Lord, former Reagan political director and also a public supporter of Donald Trump’s candidacy, was attending.

In a September 2015 CNN column, Navarro declared that she would only vote Republican in 2016 as long as the “Republicans do not end up nominating someone I consider borderline insane or a total jerk(.)” Navarro next proclaimed that she hopes “Joe Biden runs for President” because she “likes the guy.”17 Navarro the Bushie would rather have Joe Biden be president over a potential nominee of her own party.

Navarro’s close affinity with Democrats also falls into her personal life. Navarro’s longtime significant other, is Gene Prescott, a Democratic fundraiser who owns the grand Biltmore hotel in Coral Gables, Florida, “which hosts more Democratic and Republican political fundraisers than most any address in America.”18 Marco Rubio and Jeb Bush both work out at the Biltmore. Rubio even celebrated his 2010 surprise win for the Senate in one of the Biltmore’s ballrooms.

In 2010, Navarro described the potential Rubio vs. Bush face-off as a “nightmare scenario.” She even said that she would “get into the fetal position and lock myself in a room for nine months … That just cannot happen … If we have to all lock ourselves in the Biltmore until white smoke comes out and we pick one, that’s what we will do.”19 Apparently the smoke picked Jeb. A Bushie will never betray her master.

Low Energy Stuff Happens

Rival GOP presidential candidate Donald Trump, who trounced Jeb in the polls, had repeatedly branded Jeb as a low-energy candidate, putting in little effort with no charisma. “I don’t see how he’s electable,” Trump said in New Hampshire on August 19, 2015. “Jeb Bush is a low-energy person. For him to get things done is hard.”20 Jeb seemed to be sleepwalking through the primary season most of the time, waking up at times to say the wrong thing.

Despite spending his whole life in America’s ruling class, with seemingly unlimited access to the advice and grooming that should make him a polished statesman, Jeb has often stumbled badly when speaking in public. His thoughtlessness recently showed itself in the wake of the Oregon mass shooting in October of 2015. Nine people were murdered in a killing spree on a college campus. When asked for his reaction, Bush said, “Stuff happens.”21 The uproar was, predictably, instantaneous, and seized-upon by opponents in both parties.

Politicians often say the wrong thing at the wrong time. Statements by politicians also are often taken out of context, distorted, or twisted and it isn’t always fair. But with Jeb, gaffes like this are evidence of something much deeper and more disturbing. Was he too lazy to take the advice and coaching he surely had available to him? Was he not bright enough to do better? Maybe both, but the root problem is that he is so insulated from worrying about what common people think of him that he just doesn’t care. His sheltered, privileged lifestyle has given him a lack of empathy that is apparent throughout his life.

Strangely, Jeb won’t even admit to giving someone Cuban cigars. My friend Jesse Ventura, former Minnesota governor, told me this odd story.22 Jesse is a staunch capitalist and has always believed that the trade embargo was a mistake—not solely because he used to like to smoke Cuban cigars. Jesse recently told me that he was visiting the Clinton White House and the topic of Cuba came up. Governor Ventura commented on his opinion of the embargo to President Clinton, but was immediately interrupted and advised not to talk about it by then-governor Jeb Bush. Jeb said he didn’t want Cuba discussed and would gladly send Jesse all the Cuban cigars he wanted. Ventura later walked over to Bush and put an empty aluminum Romeo y Julieta cigar tube in the Florida governor’s top pocket and said “there’s my brand.” Jesse said, 10 days later, “I got a box of Romeo y Julieta Cubans delivered to the Capitol in Minnesota.” In 2015, Jesse recounted the story and Jeb denied that the cigars he sent Jesse were Cuban. This is just another obvious, yet bizarre lie by Jeb.

Republican voters are far more likely to take issue with Jeb over his stance on illegal immigration or medical marijuana than a box of Cuban cigars he sent to a fellow governor decades ago. So why lie? For Jeb and the rest of the Bush dynasty of deceit, it’s a way of life. Imagine what he’ll lie about if he gets to the White House.

The Millionaire Governor and the Quest for the White House

The Great Recession was especially great for Jeb. The New York Post reported in July 2015 that he had hauled in more than $29 million since leaving the Florida governor’s mansion in 2007.23

He banked a $1.3 million salary from Lehman Brothers in 2007 and 2008 before the firm collapsed, and earned $2 million a year from Barclays Plc, his tax returns show.

“Thank God for term limits,” Bush quipped, referring to joining Wall Street after serving two terms as Florida’s governor.

Bush paid an average tax rate of 36 percent, the campaign said, as it released 33 years of tax returns in an effort to goad Hillary Rodham Clinton into more transparency.

Jeb earned $6 million in 2012 alone. He also profited from investments in Abbey Capital Fund, which according to SEC forms is headquartered in the Cayman Islands and Malta, locales often used to avoid taxation. According to the campaign, Bush lost money on the deal.

He earned $2.1 million giving speeches in 2013 alone. He has spoken to groups including the National Potato Council, the National Aluminum Association, and pharmaceutical giant Pfizer.

Since leaving office, Bush’s earnings have been climbing. In 2007, his adjusted gross income was $2.2 million. By 2013—the latest tax year available—his income reached $7.3 million.

“I made less than Chelsea Clinton,” Bush joked, referring to a report that Chelsea banked $65,000 for a speech. There it is again, the Bushes and Clintons gently ribbing each other as they carve up the country and rack up the big bucks.

The New York Post reported that Jeb, in fact, made nearly $10 million through speaking engagements alone in less than nine years.24

Jeb’s favorite recurring speaking gig was Seoul-based metal company Poongsan Corporation, which he addressed nine times at the invitation of company chair Jin Roy Ryu. Ryu is listed as a trustee of the George H. W. Bush Presidential Library. The company does business with the U.S. Mint and the Pentagon.25

The Un-Conservative

Jeb Bush had the fundraising prowess and establishment connections to win the GOP 2016 nomination, but he still faced a tough, uphill battle to win the general election.

The GOP needed a “big tent” voting block if they were to win the White House in 2016. The conservative Republican voters who stayed home in 2008 and 2012 because they felt that McCain and Romney were not conservative enough and didn’t represent them were faced with a conflict which presented them with serious reservations about voting in another Bush. As Trump entered the ring with fire and passion, Jeb cowered and shrank. As the potential candidates, one by one, fell by the wayside of public popularity, it became apparent that Trump might just be the face of a new GOP. Would Republican voters risk supporting the brash, untested Trump? The answer came quick enough.

After raising $155,142,617 million and spending $137,803,892 million, Jeb announced that he was suspending his campaign for the presidency. It was a short run lasting from June of 2015 to February 2016. In the last few weeks he even had Barbara Bush and brother George come out and support him. (He may have had decided earlier on that he would only bring ex-president George W. in as a final emergency measure). It was clear that either he had waited too long or, as I think, brother George was more of a negative than a plus. After all, George W. Bush left the White House with possibly the lowest approval rating in American presidential history. After losing the GOP primary in South Carolina, Jeb decided it was time to quit. As he announced his decision, he had this to say: “I’m proud of the campaign that we’ve run to unify our country, and to advocate conservative solutions … but the people of Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina have spoken. Tonight I am suspending my campaign.”

The devastating loss he suffered in South Carolina was the turning point. Both his father and brother had been victorious in the Palmetto State in their time and it should have been a win for Jeb as well. Marco Rubio, a one-time Bush protege, seemed to be a more capable candidate. For John Ellis Bush the end, at least in 2016, was certain. Just after Donald Trump’s win, Jeb Bush, albeit through gritted teeth, tweeted Trump, offering his congratulations. “Congratulations on your victory.” I don’t think Bush’s tweet was heartfelt. George H. W. and George W. both congratulated Trump by phone. Jeb’s son George Prescott Bush campaigned for Trump as chairman of his state Republican Party’s victory committee. There would have to be another time for perhaps Jeb himself, or another Bush. But this book is not about what could be, it’s about what has been, it’s about a family that for decades influenced foreign policy and subjected the American people to unjust wars and financial fraud.


CHAPTER 2

THE PREPPY DRUG DEALER

The first time I really got stoned was in Jeb’s room.

—Peter Tibbetts, Jeb’s classmate at Phillips Academy in Andoverii

Jeb’s lifelong desire for power and wealth and sense of entitlement were evident at an early age. Voters who have heard George H. W., George W., and Jeb speak of their support for the war on drugs may not know that Jeb was not only a heavy drug user, but also a drug dealer.26 A spoiled rich kid, Jeb wanted to make money and gain popularity with the other pampered political progeny at the elite Phillips Academy in Andover, from which his father and brother had also graduated.

Former congressman John LeBoutillier has written that two classmates at his 30th Harvard reunion, both who were at Andover with Jeb Bush, said that Jeb not only ran a marijuana and alcohol ring in which he sold product to his schoolmates but also that he was a habitual marijuana smoker: “stoned all the time.”27

Writing for Vanity Fair, reporter David Margolick noted that a Bush classmate said, “There was a kind of arrogance to him … I remember him smoking a lot of dope.” The classmate remembered Jeb as a member of a “clique of wealthy kids.” Another classmate told Margolick that Jeb was “slightly snarly and spoiled.”28

Jeb’s classmates at the elite Massachusetts school said that he sold drugs, including marijuana and hashish, and often bullied other students. Strangely, Jeb reportedly had no interest in the political issues of the day, including the war in Vietnam. Tennis and dope were his main interests, and he was nearly expelled for poor grades.

The Boston Globe reported that one of Jeb’s classmates, Peter Tibbetts, said he smoked hashish in Jeb’s dormitory room. “The first time I really got stoned was in Jeb’s room,” Tibbetts said. Not only did Tibbetts get high on pot and hash with Jeb, but he also said he participated with Jeb in bullying other students. Tibbetts was caught using drugs by the school administration. Not being a member of the Bush dynasty, Tibbetts was expelled for his drug use. As always, there were no consequences for Jeb.29

The narrative that Jeb pushes about his Andover prep school days is that he simply did some drinking and some pot smoking and struggled to find his way in such a competitive school, until a course-related trip to Mexico (on which he first met his future wife and began dating her) changed his life. That one trip suddenly, magically made him a serious, thoughtful man. That fictitious moment never took place. That epiphany never happened.

Jeb’s arrogant, consistent pattern of breaking rules and laws without suffering any consequences because of his family name is perhaps first documented here. Jeb’s elite deviance was solidified in those formative years. Young Jeb learned a very different lesson from most young people who dabbled in drugs or alcohol. He learned that he had immunity because of the Bush name and he would spend his whole life taking advantage of it.

Jeb’s Cocaine Connection

That Jeb Bush was a pot dealer at Andover is beyond dispute, but there is also some evidence that Jeb dabbled in cocaine both as a dealer and user. Legendary CIA drug smuggler and pilot Barry Seal claimed to his Miami lawyer Richard Sharpstein that he had orchestrated an elaborate sting at the Opa-locka airport in which the DEA got videotape of Jeb and his brother George W. Bush bringing a kilo into Florida for resale. Supposedly Seal, who was deeply involved in the trafficking of cocaine into the United States through rural airstrips in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, threatened to expose the Bushes’ role in the drug trafficking unless then-vice president George H. W. Bush got the IRS, who were pursuing Seal over his vast drug profits, off his back.

While I have been unable to prove this allegation, I did learn something even more incredible. The FAA ownership records of the turboprop King Air 200, which Seal used in the CIA effort to import drugs into the United States in order to sell them to raise cash to finance the Nicaraguan contras, show that the plane was subsequently purchased by the state of Texas, where it was used by Governor George W. Bush. Because the Barry Seal saga has more to do with George H. W. Bush than Jeb, we will explore it later.30

Legendary CIA operative Chip Tatum also claimed Jeb Bush was deeply involved with the CIA-led operation to traffic cocaine into the United States and sell it to raise money to fund the Nicaragua Contras after the US Congress cut off funding in the Boland Amendment. Tatum claimed Arkansas governor Bill Clinton was in on the operation which Col. Oliver North ran.

Tatum wrote:

Mr. North stated the following to the other passengers, “One more year of this and we’ll all retire.” He then made a remark concerning Barry Seal and Governor Clinton. “If we can keep those Arkansas hicks in line, that is,” referring to the loss of monies as determined the week prior during their meeting in Costa Rica. I stood silently by the vat of leaves, listening to the conversation. General Alvarez had gone with the Contra leader to discuss logistics. The other three—North, Rodriguez, and Ami Nir—continued through the wooden building, inspecting the cocaine. North continued, “… but he (Vice President Bush) is very concerned about those missing monies. I think he’s going to have Jeb (Bush) arrange something out of Colombia,” he told his comrades, not thinking twice of my presence. What Mr. North was referring to ended up being the assassination of Barry Seal by members of the Medellin Cartel in early 1986.31

Seal thought he had blackmail info on the Bushes, until he ended up riddled with bullets on February 19, 1986 in Baton Rouge. In his book Terry Reed reports a conversation he had with Seal:32

“There ain’t nuthin’ in this world more powerful than good ol’ fucking blackmail, Terry. And don’t let anybody ever tell ya different. Jeeeeeesus Christ, I got some good shit on some big people,” said Seal.

“What this blackmail, you’re talking about?”

“Ever hear the old expression, it’s not what ya know, it’s who ya know? Well, whoever said that just hadn’t caught the Vice President’s kids in the dope business, ‘cause I can tell ya for sure what ya know can definitely be more important than who you know.”

“You gotta calm down and tell me what you’re talking about, if you want me to know. What’s this about the Vice President’s kids and dope.”

“I don’t wannna tell ya too much, ‘cause truthfully ya don’t have a need to know. But Terry I been workin’ with several federal agencies for the past couple of years as ya probably suspicioned. In the course of that business, a person can’t help but run across some real sensitive information. It seems some major players in the Medellin Cartel, whom I personally know, ran across some knowledge that’s very valuable to both the Republican and Democratic Party. Real national security stuff.

“It seems some of George Bush’s kids just can’t say no ta drugs, ha ha ha ha … Well, ya can imagine how valuable information like that would be, can’t ya? That could get ya out of almost any kind of jam.” Seal paused for a moment then asked, “Ya ever play Monopoly? The information I got is so good it’s just like a get-out-of-jail-free card … ha, ha, ha, ha YEE-HAWWWW …”

“Barry, are you telling me George Bush’s kids are in the drug business?”

“Yup, that’s what I am tellin’ ya. A guy in Florida who flipped for the DEA has the goods on the Bush boys. Now I heard this earlier from a reliable source in Colombia, but I just sat on it then, waitin’ to use it as a trump card, if I ever needed it. Well, I need ta use it now. I got names, dates, places … even got some tape recordins’. Fuck, I even got surveillance videos catchin’ the Bush boys red-handed. I consider this stuff my insurance policy. It makes me and my mole on the inside that’s feedin’ the stuff to me invincible. Now this is real sensitive shit inside of U.S. Customs and DEA and those guys are pretty much under control. It’s damage control as usual.”

In 1992, Jeb Bush decided to make a run for Florida governor. I was living in Hawaii when I heard about it. I had been online since late ‘91 and decided to cruise through CompuServe’s political forums. I found one for Florida and logged on to a Republican forum. I contacted Dan Cobb, then-Houston Chronicle executive managing editor, to confirm whether or not he would stick by a story he had written. In 1979, Jeb and two friends had been arrested by the Houston Police and charged with cocaine possession. Cobb affirmed that he did indeed stand by the story. He also affirmed that chief reporter Zarko Franks would reiterate the same. I returned to the forum with a series of stinging accusations, and warned Florida Republicans of Jeb’s background. I was met the next morning with an e-mail from Florida State Republicans threatening to sue me if I did not print a retraction. I printed what was NOT a retraction and reiterated that the Chronicle team would stand by the story. That was the last we heard of Jeb Bush that year. Had I not been so debilitated from a near-death injury, I would never have let this pass the last election cycle. I state uncategorically again, this incident happened, and George Herbert Walker Bush covered it up. The trips to Panama happened as well, of this I have no doubt. Kathy Farenthold had no bones to pick with anyone at the time she told me these things, and she indicated all the brothers were involved.

Lee Atwater, who was my partner in the political consulting form of Black, Manafort, Stone, and Atwater after leaving the Reagan White House as deputy political director, told me that he and Jeb had snorted lines of cocaine at the vice president’s residence at the Naval Observatory on the night of Vice President George H. W. Bush’s election to the presidency. This was unusual because, although he was a habitual user of marijuana on the weekends, a pursuit in which I sometimes joined him, Atwater was generally disdainful of the use of cocaine. “It ain’t natural,” the wily South Carolinian said. “Marijuana is grown in the earth. Coke is too chemical-like,” he said, seemingly oblivious to the fact that cocaine is refined from the coca leaf, which is also grown in the earth.

A prominent Tallahassee lobbyist told me that he also had snorted coke with Jeb Bush, which the governor said he did largely out of boredom with the slow pace of the state capital.

High Hypocrisy: Jeb Bush and the War on Drugs

Jeb’s “conservative” stand on drugs is perhaps his most hypocritical position of all. As a heavy dope smoker and even a dealer in prep school and college, he started out early on a path that many young people do. But what makes him a phony is his tough stance against drugs as an elected official and a politician, particularly against marijuana.

Jeb even opposed the legalization of medical marijuana while he was governor of Florida. It was one of his campaign issues and he has continued to voice his opposition to it since leaving the governor’s mansion. He was dead set against allowing those dying a slow, agonizing death to ease their suffering with any form of marijuana, but he’s had as much pot as he’s wanted his whole life without penalty. Jeb is not only without ideological consistency, but without empathy or compassion.

Rival GOP candidate Senator Rand Paul pointed out Jeb’s hypocrisy on Fox News, stating, “When Jeb was a very wealthy kid at a very elite school, he used marijuana but didn’t get caught, didn’t have to go to prison.” Paul again slammed Bush in the CNN debate, “I think it shows some hypocrisy that’s going to be very difficult for young people to understand why we’d put a 65-year-old guy in jail for medical marijuana.”33

Perhaps there is more to this story. In an incredible article in the Daily Beast, reporter Betsy Woodruff reports how George H. W. and Jeb Bush got campaign contributions from Leonel Martinez, a convicted trafficker of both marijuana and cocaine in Florida in the 1980s. Incredibly, Woodruff “excuses” Jeb for this shady association because he is a “drug warrior.”

Again, this is classic “elite deviance” at play. “Elite deviance is not due primarily to psychopathological variables, but to the institutionalization of elite wrongdoing,” said Professor David Simon in his landmark book Elite Deviance. Jeb is nothing if not an elitist. Even more than the pot and hash he’s smoked, Jeb has been high on himself and his family’s power.

The poster family for elite deviance, the Bushes play by different rules from most of us. Jeb has used and sold illicit drugs with no consequences at all, but he has supported stiff sentences for non-violent drug offenders and opposed the humane use of medical marijuana for the terminally ill. When it comes to a Jeb Bush White House, voters of all political stripes should just say no.


CHAPTER 3

JEB BUNGLES IMMIGRATION ISSUE

The 40 percent of the people that have come here illegally came with a legal visa and overstayed their bounds. We ought to be able to figure out where they are and politely ask them to leave.

—Jeb speaking to the National Automobile Dealers Association in San Franciscoiii

Even moderate Republicans are fed up with the Republican Party’s lack of conviction on key issues like immigration. Donald Trump’s early lead in the polls proves that there is widespread support for enforcement of immigration laws. Jeb’s policy positions tend to point in the opposite direction of both Republican primary voters and general election voters. He’s a hardliner on issues that are increasingly unimportant to Republican and independent voters, like marijuana, and yet liberal on issues that have clearly struck a chord with voters of all affiliations in this cycle, namely immigration.

Trump gained a huge lead in the polls with Republicans by taking a hard-line stance on “anchor babies” and ending birthright citizenship. Jeb tried to attack Trump from both the left and the right. He used the term “anchor baby” himself and it blew up in his face. After facing criticism for using the term (which he had criticized Trump, who was trouncing Bush in the polls, for using) and being asked by a reporter about whether his use of the term would cost him the Hispanic vote, Jeb bungled his response terribly. He explained that he was really talking about Asians.

Jeb said, “Frankly, it’s more related to Asian people.”34 He backpedaled, referred to birthright citizenship as a “noble idea” then pivoted back to attack Trump from the right, sniping that, “Mr. Trump’s plans are not grounded in conservative principles.”35 Jeb stumbled and contorted so badly on the biggest issue of the season and may have alienated everyone on all sides of the issue.

Jeb Bush has repeatedly said that people who want our laws to be enforced are heartless and cruel. This is the same man who opposes allowing a terminally ill patient to ease their constant pain and discomfort with prescription medical marijuana.

Jeb said that people who illegally enter the United States do so “because they couldn’t come legally, they come to our country because their families—the dad who loved their children—was worried that their children didn’t have food on the table,” Bush said. “And they wanted to make sure their family was intact, and they crossed the border because they had no other means to work to be able to provide for their family. Yes, they broke the law, but it’s not a felony. It’s an act of love. It’s an act of commitment to your family. I honestly think that that is a different kind of crime that there should be a price paid, but it shouldn’t rile people up that people are actually coming to this country to provide for their families.”36

And he has picked the wrong issues to stand with the right on, like gay marriage.37 He seems to have a knack for being on the wrong side of trending public opinion on many issues. While governor of Florida, he gave a group called the American Family Association a lucrative tax break. The AFA is the sort of group that tries to organize boycotts of movies, TV shows, and even theme parks that promote what they deem an anti–family values agenda. He defended giving the AFA a $600,000 tax subsidy around the same time he was vocally opposed to same sex marriage, which he called “legal protection” for “sodomy.” The taxpayer money was supposed to go to developing a technology that would keep children safe from pornographic material on the Internet. Ironically, the AFA and other conservative groups criticized Jeb in 2005 for his investment of $1.3 million of state pension funds in a video rental chain that distributed pornography.38

The Liability of Jeb’s Wife, Columba Bush

To many of the Beltway elite, Republican Party bosses and corporatist donors supporting Jeb Bush, one of Jeb’s greatest assets is his connection to the Hispanic culture. In a February 2015 campaign conference call, Jeb claimed that “The fact that I’m bilingual, bicultural can’t hurt” and will help as an asset for Hispanic outreach.39 Jeb has frequently campaigned on the trail during this cycle in Spanish, even speaking Spanish during a large portion of his announcement speech.40 Jeb even bragged during major TV interviews that he speaks “more Spanish than English at home.”41

Jeb’s infatuation with illegal immigrants and migrant workers has led him toward awkward and even dangerous policy proposals. In an April 2013 “Family Reunion” conference sponsored by the Hispanic Leadership Network, Jeb suggested that the mayor of Detroit should “repopulate” the city with immigrants to make it “one of the great American cities again.” In the same interview, Jeb also said that he supports an accelerated path to citizenship for “Dreamers,” children born in the United States to illegal immigrants.42 This at the same time that millions of Americans under the age of 30 are suffering record unemployment, particularly in the African-American community.

Most disturbingly, in April 2014 during an event marking the 25th anniversary of the failed presidency of George H. W. Bush at the George Bush Presidential Library and Museum, Jeb told Fox News’s Shannon Bream in a moderated interview that migrant workers crossing our border illegally is “an act of love” and those migrant workers who break the law should not be deported because “they could make a great contribution not only for their own families but also for us.”43

Why would someone seeking to become the 45th president of the United States have such a public disregard for the rule of law and culture of the country he seeks to serve in the Oval Office? The answer is his wife Columba, a woman who could become the first Hispanic first lady and only the second born outside this country.

Columba Bush was born Columba Garnica Gallo in 1953 in León, Guanajuato, Mexico, 250 miles outside Mexico City. Primarily raised in León, Columba’s father Jose Maria Garnica Rodriguez was a waiter. Even before Columba was born, Jose was sneaking into the United States illegally to work. From 1947 to 1949, he picked fruit illegally in Arizona.

Columba’s childhood was difficult. Her parents lived under modest means. Unable to provide for his family, Jose presumably as an “act of love” crossed the border illegally once again in 1960. Columba visited her father frequently while he was a construction worker in California. The prospective first lady was in the United States as an illegal alien, not following the rule of law. Columba became estranged from her father after her parents divorced.44

Jeb met Columba by happenstance in 1971. On a two-month study abroad program during his senior year at Phillips Academy, Jeb “spotted” Columba on a Sunday afternoon at Leóns central plaza. On the stump, Jeb described the moment as “knock-down, knocked me out” love at first sight.45 Two short years later, Jeb and Columba were married in the Catholic Center at the University of Texas where Jeb majored in Latin Studies. This must have been a shock to his patrician Episcopal parents.

This was a life-changing event for Jeb. He has said that his life can be divided into two parts: “b.c. and a.c.—before Columba and after Columba.”46 Jeb was subservient to Columba’s cultural roots describing “appreciating the culture of (Columba as) the most powerful part of the relationship. Being able to share that culture and live in it has been one of the great joys of my life.”47 He even converted to Catholicism, further distancing himself from the roots of his family legacy.

Jeb has pursued his career despite Columba’s dislike for the public life of a politician’s wife. While Jeb may have drifted from the Mayflower Connecticut WASP elitist culture in his personal life because of Columba, the Kennebunkport, Maine hunt for power never left his blood. And this is the one pursuit Columba has begrudgingly accepted.

In 1979 while George H. W. Bush pursued the presidency and then was eventually nominated vice president by Ronald Reagan to unify the Republican Party, Columba remained a Mexican citizen. But in 1988, six weeks before the Florida GOP primary, Columba “surprised her in-laws with the announcement that she had become a U.S. citizen (.)”48 She even gave a nominating speech to second H. W.’s nomination, in Spanish, from the convention floor in New Orleans.

In a 1991 LA Times interview, Columba admits she only became a U.S. citizen to vote for her father-in-law as president. She describes praying to the Virgin of San Juan “for strength.” But Columba also includes disturbing details. Up until the 1988 election she never saw “any necessity to change my citizenship. My husband wanted me to stay as a Mexican citizen, [emphasis added] and the whole family has always respected my decision. I changed my citizenship to vote for my father-in-law.”49 How can the potential first lady only have loyalty to the United States because of her family’s pursuit of power? And perhaps even worse, is it proper for the potential president to have wanted his wife to remain a Mexican citizen?

This is reminiscent of Michelle Obama’s gaffe during the 2008 election when she stated, “For the first time in my adult lifetime, I’m really proud of my country … ” because of Barack Obama’s success in politics.50 The American people have suffered enough through the questionable associations and frequent criticisms of the Obama administration. It is a precedent which should not be followed.

Columba has admitted that she is “not interested in politics.”51 She was frequently heard complaining to Jeb during his 1994 campaign “You’ve ruined my life.”52 Columba has said that “Jeb is a natural-born politician, but I’m not a political person.”53

Columba was often nowhere to be seen during Jeb’s gubernatorial tenure. Her most public charade in the public spotlight was the infamous 1999 incident where she was caught at Atlanta’s Hartsfield International Airport lying to Customs officials about the $19,000 worth of clothing and jewelry she had bought during a five-day shopping spree in France. Jeb publicly admitted that “Columba meant to hide the shopping spree” from him and that she “intentionally misled” the Custom officials.54 Ironically, the trip was Jeb’s gift to Columba for “follow(ing) him around the campaign trail” during the 1998 election.55

Should Jeb be elected president, his domestic life could unravel. Columba Bush is no Jackie Kennedy. At a time when the world is not secure and in much turmoil, and America is open for attack, Columba could be a major impediment to Jeb’s presidency.


CHAPTER 4

THE CYNTHIA HENDERSON AFFAIR

I told Barbara, “As long as the girl hangs a sign around her neck that says ‘Bush,’ she’ll be fine.”

—columnist Ymelda Dixon regarding Jeb’s marriage to Columbaiv

There have always been rumors of Jeb having a troubled marriage. The consensus in Tallahassee, Miami, and into the Beltway long has been that Jeb and Columba lived “separate lives” during much of Jeb’s years profiting off his brother’s presidency and his own governorship. Jeb has dealt with public scandals in the past.

Early into Jeb’s first term as governor on a Thursday in May, 1999, the Tallahassee Democrat reported “about a rumor of an affair involving two high-ranking but unidentified public officials.” Two days later during the weekend, two other papers—the St. Petersburg Times and the Orlando Sentinel—wrote about the alleged affair involving Bush and Cynthia Henderson and said Bush had denied them.56

Jeb’s alleged affair involved Cynthia Henderson. Henderson, a lawyer turned lobbyist, was appointed by Jeb as secretary of the Department of Management Service in 1999, even though she did not have any proper experience or credentials. Jeb was forced to publicly deny the affair at a bill signing.57 Henderson quietly left Jeb’s administration soon after the denial, not finishing the first term.

Henderson did not remain outside the public eye for long. Three short years later, it was reported that she was forced to obtain a temporary restraining order from her husband of three months after “he found her in bed with another man and allegedly threatened them with a crowbar.”58 Henderson is no stranger to infidelity.


CHAPTER 5

JEB GOES TO VENEZUELA

Jeb’s early work in Venezuela and South Florida is much more troubling than Dubya pretending to be on active duty in Texas while he was actually off in Alabama helping a GOP U.S. Senate campaign and getting sloppy drunk in redneck bars.

—Investigative reporter Wayne Madsenv

One of the last things then–Central Intelligence Agency director George H. W. Bush did for Jeb was to have him hired by the international division of the Texas Commerce Bank as a CIA “non-official cover” officer or “NOC.” Texas Commerce Bank was an optimal cover for CIA activities. The family of James Baker, a man for whom I have the utmost respect, founded the bank. All the elder Bush had to do was to place a call to Baker to have his son hired by the bank’s international division, the usual branch where CIA NOCs were placed within banks and investment firms. Other banks used by the CIA for NOC embeds included Bank of America, Chase Manhattan Bank, and Manufacturers Hanover.59

Texas Commerce Bank, bought by Chemical Bank in 1987 and which is now part of J.P. Morgan Chase, had the right pedigree to enable it to work closely with the CIA. In 1977, its board members included Lady Bird Johnson and the recently defeated President Gerald Ford. In the 1980s, Kenneth Lay, who founded the CIA-connected Enron, became a board member of Texas Commerce Bank. Howard Hughes’s CIA-linked Summa Corporation used Texas Commerce Bank to purchase a number of properties on the Las Vegas strip.60

In 1977, a short time after his father left the CIA as director, Jeb, fluent in Spanish as a result of his time as an exchange student in Guadalajara, was sent, along with his Mexican wife Columba, to Caracas, Venezuela to work as a “branch manager” and “vice president” at the young age of 24. But Jeb was no ordinary “branch manager.” He was, officially, Texas Commerce Bank’s top point man in the Venezuelan capital and, unofficially, the CIA’s main financial liaison to the Venezuelan oil industry and the Colombian narcotics cartels. Jeb would regularly report to his CIA “official cover” counterpart attached to the U.S. embassy in Caracas as a State Department “diplomat.”61
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